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DRIVE FOR FIVE 


The Patriots earned the fifth Super Bowl 
win of the Brady-Belichick era, but this 
one might have been the toughest. New 
England rallied from a 28-3 deficit to 
beat Atlanta 34-28 in overtime in Super 


Bowl LI on James White's 2-yard touch- 
down run. 
Sipa USA via AP 
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THE BOYS ARE BACK 


Led by arguably the most dynamic pair 
of rookie teammates in NFL history, the 
Dallas Cowboys won 13 games in 2016 
but once again suffered a disappoint- 
ing playoff loss. Can Dak Prescott and 
Ezekiel Elliott lead Dallas back to the 
Promised Land in Year 2? 
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REVISITING OUR 2007 
AND 2012 ANNUALS 


One of the fun things 
about being in the 
preseason predictions 
business is getting to 
analyze once and future 
superstars as they reach 
pivotal moments in their 
careers. We're not always 
right in our projections, 
but I think it’s safe to 
say we hit the mark with 
these two. 


In 2007, Tony Romo was coming off 
2 10-game audition as the Cowboys’ 
starting quarterback and was about to 
embark on his first full season as the 
sheriff in Big D. The jury was still out on 
Romo, who went a rather pedestrian 6-4 
in 2006 after replacing Drew Bledsoe and 
then blew the Boys’ playoff appearance 
with a fumbled snap on the potential 


EDITORIAL 
Mitchell Light 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
Robert T. Doster III 
SENIOR EDITOR 
John Gworek 
SENIOR EDITOR 
Steven Lassan 
SENIOR EDITOR 
Martin Brady 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 
Joseph Leray 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 
William Mayfield 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 


game-winning field goal in a Wild Card 
loss to Seattle. Still, we could sense Dallas 
rallying around its young phenom. Now, a 
decade later, the Cowboys have moved on 
to another young phenom, but they won't 
soon forget a quarterback who won 78 
games and whose career passer rating of 
97.1 is fourth best all time. 
Peyton Manning to Denver seemed 
like a safer bet, but remember — he was 
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coming off'a missed season following neck 
surgery. There was speculation that one 
good hit could endanger not only his career, 
but also his long-term health. Still, we had 
a feeling that Manning and the Denver 
offense were a match made in Mile-High 
heaven, and four largely spectacular seasons 


later, Peyton rode into the sunset, his legacy 


enhanced by his 45-12 record in Denver 
—and our faith in him rewarded. 
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TAKE A FLAVORFUL ROAD TRIP! 


DER AND JUICY. SIMMERED AND SPICY. 


Prep: 10 min | Cook: 10 min | Serves: 7 


1 package Curly’s RoadTrip Eats Alabama Style 
= 7 flour tortillas 
. Cilantro Slaw 
3 cups green and purple cabbage, shredded 
tL 1 cup carrot, shredded 
* 1 cup mayonnaise 
f+ Y% cup champagne vinegar 
a 1 teaspoon celery seed 
2 bunches of cilantro, chopped 
YM cup sugar 
salt and pepper 


Heat oven to 300°. Wrap flour tortillas in 
aluminum foil and set inside oven to keep warm. 

Put all slaw ingredients inside large mixing 
bowl and incorporate evenly, season with salt and 
yet pepper as desired. 
- Heat Curly’s Alabama Style according to 
packaged label directions. 

Remove flour tortillas from oven and assemble 
tacos, fill with pork belly and cilantro slaw. 
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You draft a new team every week, so there's no more worrying about 
draft busts or injuries. And you can compete against just your friends, 
all-season long or for as many weeks as you like. Starting a league is 
easy — just pick your sport, invite your friends, and start playing today. 
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Just go to FanDuel.com/ATHLONPRO2017 


Void where prohibited. 
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Buffalo 122 Houston 
87 Miami 127 Indianapolis 
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97 NY, Jets 137 Tennessee 
102 Baltimore 142 Denver 
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117 Pittsburgh 157 Oakland 
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166 Dallas 206 Atlanta 
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191 Detroit 231 L.A. Rams 
196 Green Bay 236 San Francisco 
201 Minnesota 241 Seattle 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS: Scott Bordow, Michael Bradley, Mark Craig, Matt Crossman, Paul Dehner Jr, Jeff Duncan, Scott 
Fowler, Eric Gilmore, Steven Godfrey, Andy Gribble, Zac Jackson, Ryan Kartje, Bob LeGere, Alex Marvez, John McClain, Terry 
McCormick, Rivers McCown, John Niyo, Ryan O'Halloran, Tod Palmer, Dan Raley, Troy Renck, Leo Roth, Nathan Rush, Dave 
Sheinin, Ethan Skolnick, Daryl Slater, Rick Stroud, Ralph Vacchiano, Charean Williams, Bernie Wilson, Phil Wilson, Jeff Zrebiec 
COVER PHOTOGRAPHS: Williams, Ramsey: Tom DiPace/AP; Bradford: Greg Trott via AP; Stafford: Peter Read Miller via AP; 
Hyde: Sean M. Haffey/Getty Images; McCoy, Bosa, Brees: Peter Brouillet; Elliot, Flacco: Layne Murdoch; Beckham: Jim 
Mclsaac/Getty Images; Tannehill, Palmer, Wentz: W.E. Smith Ill; Howard: Michael Hickey/Getty Images; Cousins: Elsa/Getty 


Images; Miller, Berry, Winston, Johnson: Tim Umphrey; Wilson: Otto Greule Jr/Getty Images; Green: Rob Carr/Getty Images; 


Rodgers, Brady, Mariota, Carr, Newton, Luck, Ryan: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Watt: Robert Seale 


8 ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


CONTENTS 


48 


2007 DRAFT REVISITED 
A few future Hall of Famers and 
‘one all-time bust. 


54 
2017 DRAFT RECAP 


Another eventful draft weekend 
saw some bold moves. 


62 


2018 DRAFT: 
A LOOK AHEAD 


What college stars will hear their 
names called next year? 


64 
COLLEGE PREVIEW 


For once, Alabama has some 
unfinished busi S. 


66 
FANTASY BIG BOARD 


David Johnson has joined the 
elite, but is he No, 17 


80 


AFC PREDICTIONS 


162 


NFL SCHEDULES 


164 


NFC PREDICTIONS 


246 


SIDELINE SPIRIT 


(252 


2016 NFL STATS 


256 


THE BACK PAGE 


Experience an industrial grade coating, 
engineered for you. Exclusive metallic 
finishes offering RockSolid protection 
that you can drive on in one day. The 
one and only Rust-Oleum RockSolid. 


‘COLOR SHOWN 
METALLIC COPPER POT 


‘= RUST-OLEUM’ 


RustOleum.com/RockSolid 


2017 Rust-Oleum 


BY CHAREAN WILLIAMS 


Brady! Brady. 


Tom Brady seemingly has it all. He won his fifth Super 
Bowl ring and fourth Super Bowl MVP Award last season. 
What more could the Patriots quarterback want? Well, a 
sixth Super Bowl ring, for starters. 

Brady, who turns 40 this summer, vows to play into his 
mid-40s, Does anyone dare doubt him? 

This marks Brady's 18th season, and with a contract that 
runs through 2019, he could end up playing for the same 
franchise for 20 years. Jason Hanson holds the NFL record, 
having played 21 seasons with the Lions, while Jackie 
Slater spent 20 seasons with the Rams and Darrell Green 
20 years with the Redskins. 

Brady is aging like a fine wine. Despite a four-game sus- 
pension last season, he finished second in MVP voting to Matt 
Ryan. He ranks fourth in career passing yards, passing com- 
pletions and passing touchdowns and third in passer rating. 

Only three quarterbacks — Brett Favre, Warren Moon and 
Vinny Testaverde — have ever thrown for 3,000-plus yards 
after their 40th birthday. Only two — Favre and Moon — 
made the Pro Bowl after hitting the big 4-0. Brady seems a 
solid bet to join those two exclusive clubs this season. 


Repeat after Patriots 


The Patriots won their fifth Super Bowl title in a 16-year 
dynasty that has seen New England go 196-60 in the reg- 
ular season and 25-9 in the postseason. Although it hardly 
seems possible, the Patriots appear to have gotten even 
better in the offseason. 

In a case of the rich getting richer, the Patriots re-signed 
free agent Dont'a Hightower, traded for receiver Brandin 
Cooks and pass rusher Kony Ealy and signed cornerback 
Stephon Gilmore. The Patriots have a clear bull’s-eye on 
their back. 

The Patriots are heavy favorites to win their ninth con- 
secutive AFC East title and 14th in the past 15 years. They 
also are Super Bowl favorites. It’s hard to bet against them, 
especially with No. 12 still at quarterback. Yet, the Patriots 
have repeated only once — winning Super Bowls following 
the 2003 and ‘04 seasons. 


to Watch in 


Cam Newton’s rebound 


Cam Newton went from Superman to Clark Kent in a year. He fol- 
lowed the MVP award in 2015 with the worst season of his career. The 
seven-year veteran completed a career-low 52.9 percent of his passes 
in 2016, threw 14 interceptions and posted a 75.8 passer rating that 


was ahead of only Brock Osweiler and Ryan Fitzpatrick. 


The Panthers’ porous offensive line couldn't protect Newton, who took 
36 sacks and even more hits. Newton injured his throwing shoulder 
in Week 14 against the Chargers and underwent surgery to repair the 
partially torn rotator cuff on March 30. It only added injury to insult for 


the Panthers, who went from NFC champions to cellar dwellers. 


Newton and the Panthers hope for a rebound in 2017 with fewer hits 
on Newton, fewer interceptions, more completions and more victories. 
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Watt: AP; Watson: AP 


Newton, Brady: Harrison McClary/Athlon S} 


The Redskins and Kirk Cousins still have not come to a long- 
term contract agreement. They appear no closer than a year 
ago. Cousins played last season under the $19.95 million fran- 
chise tag, the first quarterback since Drew Brees to do so, and 
the Redskins tagged Cousins for $23.94 million this season. 
They can tag him next year for $34.4 million 

Cousins’ future remains uncertain as the Redskins still 
appear unwilling to commit to him long term. In 41 starts over 
five seasons, including all 32 the past two seasons, Cousins 
has a 19-21-1 record with 72 touchdowns and 42 interceptions. 

Cousins will have an all-new receiving corps, with Pierre 
Garcon and DeSean Jackson departing in free agency, Josh 
Doctson, a first-round pick in 2016, returns after playing only 
two games as a rookie because of Achilles injuries, and the 
Redskins signed Terrelle Pryor and Brian Quick in free agency. 

It is another audition season for Cousins, who will eventually 
get a long-term deal somewhere. 


GB Kirk Cousins’ futu 
* 


_— 


Houston’s quarterback situation 


The Texans have started 15 quarterbacks in their 15 seasons, including eight 
in Bill O'Brien's three seasons. They have drafted quarterbacks (David Carr, 
Tom Savage and now Deshaun Watson}, traded for quarterbacks (Matt Schaub, 
Ryan Mallett) and signed quarterbacks (Ryan Fitzpatrick, Brian Hoyer, Brock 
Osweiler]. The Texans’ hunt for a franchise signal is seemingly endless. 

The team had its sights set on signing Tony Romo before he decided to retire 
Savage, who has two career starts, begins this season penciled in as the start- 
er. But Houston traded up to get Watson, who passed for 10,168 career yards 
at Clemson and won a national championship. Will Savage keep the job or is 
he just keeping it warm until Watson is ready? 

The Texans had the leaque’s No. 1-ranked defense last season. They have 
Lamar Miller at running back and DeAndre Hopkins at receiver. And now, 
they believe, the organization finally has a quarterback who can make them 
contenders to win the Super Bowl. 
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Mike Glennon has a 5-13 record in four seasons as a part-time starter. Yet, the 
Bears signed him to a three-year, $43.5 million deal anyway. They then traded 
two third-round picks and a fourth-rounder to move up one spot to take Mitchell 
Trubisky, who went 8-5 in his only season as the starter at North Carolina. Chicago 
likely could have stayed put and still gotten the former Tar Heel. 

It begs the question: What are the Bears doing? 

The one smart thing Chicago did this offseason was move on from Jay Cutler. The 
34-year-old quarterback went 51-51 in his eight seasons with the Bears and hasn't 
started all 16 games in a season since 2009 and played in only five last season 

The Bears, rolled the dice on the 27-year-old Glennon, giving him $18.5 million 
guaranteed, and they now will pay a pretty penny to sign Trubisky. But general man- 


The 49ers are on their fourth head coach in four years. Clearly, they miss 
Jim Harbaugh, who was 44-19-1 and took the team to three straight NFC 
Championship Games and a Super Bowl. After hiring and firing both Jim 
Tomsula and Chip Kelly after one year, owner Jed York is convinced he 
finally has it right 

He hired John Lynch as general manager despite the TV analyst's lack of 
personnel experience and Kyle Shanahan as head coach despite no head 
coaching experience. York showed his faith in Lynch and Shanahan by 
giving both six-year contracts. 

The 49ers, with more than $99 million in salary cap space, signed 18 free 
agents, including quarterbacks Brian Hoyer and Matt Barkley. They traded 
for Baltimore center Jeremy Zuttah. They had one of the best drafts of any 
team, getting Solomon Thomas and Reuben Foster in the first round. 

The 49ers haven't had a winning record since 2013, which was their third 
consecutive year with double-digit victories. They were last in offense in 
2015 and last in defense in 2016. A turnaround isn’t likely overnight, but it 
doesn’t seem the 49ers can do worse. 
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ager Ryan Pace and coach John Fox might not be around long enough to see how 
the quarterback situation plays out unless the Bears can show signs of improve- 
ment this season — which isn’t likely, 


&> John Lynch 


 Leff/Getty Images; 
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15 Things to 
Watch in 2017 


Andrew Luck’s bad luck 


In his first three seasons, Andrew Luck looked like the second 
coming of Peyton Manning. The Colts went 11-5 each season and 
earned playoff berths. In the two years since, Luck has battled 
injuries and the Colts have missed the playoffs with 8-8 records. 

Luck hasn't ascended to “elite” yet and has missed 10 games 
with injuries over the past two seasons. But in his defense, the 
Colts have done little to help him. Luck tied his career high in 
taking 41 sacks behind Indianapolis’ still-porous offensive line, 
and the Colts finished 30th in total defense. 

Luck arguably had one of the best seasons in his five-year career 
in 2016, but he underwent surgery on his right shoulder in Janu- 
ary. Luck does have time on his side. Manning didn’t win a playoff 
game his first five seasons, going 0-3 in the postseason before 
finally reaching the AFC Championship Game in his sixth season. 


Raiders’ parade route? 


With the Raiders announcing a move to Las Vegas, 
the question becomes: Will they win a Super Bowl in 
Oakland before leaving? The Raiders’ playoff berth last 
season was their first since 2002. It didn’t last long with- 
out Derek Carr. Carr fractured his right fibula in Week 
16, leaving third-string rookie Connor Cook to make his 
first start against the Texans in the postseason. It didn’t 
go well. 

But the Raiders’ future appears bright. Carr finished 
third in MVP voting; Khalil Mack was named Defensive 
Player of the Year; and the Raiders had an NFL-high sev- 
en Pro Bowlers. The Raiders will stay in the Oakland Col- 
iseum for the 2017 and ‘18 seasons, likely playing in front 
of few sellouts, before moving to a $1.9 billion stadium in 
Las Vegas in 2020. Their 2019 home remains unclear. 

If the Raiders win a Super Bowl before their move, 
would Oakland throw them a parade? Or would it hap- 
pen on the Las Vegas Strip? 


le Los Angeles Chargers 


After 15 years trying to get a new stadium in San Diego, 
Chargers owner Dean Spanos finally decided he was 
out of time and out of options. The Chargers will share a 
stadium in Inglewood with the Rams beginning in 2019 

For the next two seasons, the Chargers will play in the 
30,000-seat StubHub Center. It becomes the smallest sta- 
dium to host a full NFL season since the Packers played 
their home games at 25,000-seat City Stadium in 1956. 

Can Los Angeles support two teams? In 1994, the last 
time the city had two teams, the Rams’ average atten- 
dance was 42,346, while the Raiders averaged 51,196. 
The Rams went 4-12 that season, and the Raiders 9-7 
with no playoff berth. 

The current Rams are coming off a 4-12 season in 2016, 
prompting a coaching change, and the Chargers went 
5-11 and also are starting over with a new head coach. 
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Luck, Carr: Harrison MeClary/Athlon Sports; Sarkisian: 


15 Things to 
Watch in 2017 


Falcons’ rebound 


The Falcons spent the offseason picking up the pieces from 
their historic collapse in Super Bowl LI. They led 21-0 in the 
first half, 21-3 at halftime and 28-3 with 8:31 remaining in 
the third quarter. ESPN statistics gave Atlanta a 99.7 percent 
chance to win at that point. Critics have questioned the Fal- 
cons’ play calling — eight passing plays and four runs after 
taking the 25-point lead until the Patriots tied the game. 

Offensive coordinator Kyle Shanahan left to take over the 
49ers, and the Falcons replaced him with Alabama assistant 
Steve Sarkisian. Head coach Dan Quinn says the Falcons 
offense won't change, and why should it? It was the most 
prolific in the NFL last season. 

Reigning MVP Matt Ryan, though, will have to establish a 
rapport with yet another offensive coordinator. Sarkisian 
becomes the fourth Ryan has had since 2011, following Mike 
Mularkey, Dirk Koetter and Shanahan. 


14 AD’s new home 


After 10 seasons in Minnesota, Adrian Peter- 
son has a new home and a new role. The Saints’ 
throw-first, shotgun offense doesn't seem like 
an ideal fit for Peterson, but he didn’t find many 
options on the free-agent market. 

Peterson will not be the feature back for the 
first time in his career. He and third-round pick 
Alvin Kamara will spell Mark Ingram, who had 
his best season a year ago with 1,043 rushing 
yards, 319 receiving yards and 10 touchdowns. 
Tim Hightower got 155 touches in a complemen- 
tary role to Ingram last season but left for the 
49ers in free agency. 

Peterson will have a chip on his shoulder, but 
can he stay on the field? Peterson, 32, played only 
three games in 2016 before undergoing surgery 
for a torn meniscus in his right knee. Because of 
injuries and a suspension, Peterson has played 
only 34 games the past four seasons, including 
all 16 in 2015 when he led the NFL in rushing. 


Year 2 for Ezekiel Elliott 
and Dak Prescott 


Ezekiel Elliott, the fourth overall pick in 2016, 
led the league in rushing with 1,631 yards as a 
rookie. He got MVP votes, but he didn’t win offen- 
sive rookie of the year honors. Instead, teammate 
Dak Prescott won it. 

Prescott, a fourth-round pick, produced argu- 
ably the best rookie season by a quarterback in 
NFL history, He went 13-3 with a 67.8 completion 
percentage, 3,667 yards, 23 touchdowns, only 
four interceptions and a passer rating of 104.9 
while making Tony Romo expendable. 

Can Elliott and Prescott build on what they did 
in 2016? Or will they experience the sophomore 
jinx? The Cowboys failed to win a playoff game 
last season but seemingly have a bright future 


ee SE With EWiott and Prescott as cornerstones, 
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BY RIVERS MCCOWN 


NFL fans don’t like to hear this, but there’s an inordinate amount of luck 
involved in an NFL season. Some of it comes via a team’s schedule, and some 
of it comes because there are only 16 games. Compare that to sports like 
baseball or basketball, where we are dealing with five or 10 times that sample 
size. Catching lightning in a bottle or getting fortunate matters a lot more 
when there's less season to bring things back to the average performance. In 
2014 and "15, the top three teams in turnover margin saw an average dip of 8.1 
turnovers the following season, 

The Chiefs and Raiders both made the AFC playoffs, preventing the Bron- 
cos, the defending Super Bowl champs, from claiming a spot. But they both 
also had a plus-16 turnover margin as compared to Denver's plus-three, 
Some of that is because Denver quarterbacks Trevor Siemian and Paxton 
us Lynch were a little overzealous or unready. But more of it is just a simple 
weRagletslaxa Matter of bounces going one way or another. 


2) The Patriots threw just two 3) No Carolina Panthers wide receiver 
interceptions all regular season had a catch rate higher than 57 percent 
NFL head coaches, if you hadn't noticed, are a pretty con- After a spectacular 2015 season in which everything went right, 2016 
servative group as a whole, There have been entire subgenres | was a win for sports media personalities still reading from the Hater's 
of columns devoted to blown in-game calls based on the Guide to Cam Newton. Newton suffered a concussion and threw 14 
pure mathematics, and most of them revolve around coaches interceptions to just 19 touchdowns as Carolina missed the playoffs. 
playing it too safe. But, remember what we just said about passing offenses playing 
The NFL as a whole has embraced a safer passing offense safer? The Panthers are an outlier. None of their top four receivers 
over the last five years. Screen passes and package plays actually plays like a possession threat, which made it difficult for the 
are in vogue, and throwing short of the sticks on third down offense to develop any consistency. 
appears to be on the rise. The Patriots were an extreme Newton threw more passes 20 or more yards downfield than he did 
outlier in 2016, but interception totals as a whole have hit screens. The Carolina passing game has been let down by its wide 
historical lows. The 2016 season had the fewest pick-sixes of receivers for the last two years — it was just less noticeable in 2015 
any year in NFL history. Last season, there was one pick-six while Newton was behind an offensive line that was playing better. It's 
per 538 pass attempts. Sure, Matt Schaub didn’t play, but that | very easy to get down on Newton for how he played in 2016, but putting 
number tells us a lot about how offense is evolving. We are the blame for the entire Carolina implosion solely on him is a bit of 
going to see more and more teams play it conservatively and a stretch. With a little help from his friends in 2017, Newton and the 
try to stay on schedule via their passing game. Panthers could be back in the playoff chase. 


Tampa Bay almost crashed the playoff party in the NFC. On the whole, Tam- 
pa’s improvement isn’t hard to understand: Mike Evans had another outstanding 
season, the team’s pass rush was more effective than in previous years, and the 
Bucs covered just about everything but opposing running backs well. 

But the scary thing for the NFC is that this team had major flaws that can be 
fixed, The offensive line had an astounding three players [Ali Marpet, Donovan 
Smith, and Kevin Pamphile] with 20 or more blown blocks, per Sports Info Solu- 
tions charting. That means that, mistake-wise, Tampa had three of the worst 19 
starting linemen in the league. They also added DeSean Jackson to buffer a bad 
receiving corps and will have a camp competition at kicker after Roberto Aguayo 
conclusively proved in 2016 that spending second-round picks on kickers is stu- 
pid. The Bucs didn’t quite launch in 2016, but 2017 could see things turn. 
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Berry, Smith: Tim Umphrey; Murray: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Prescott: Layne Murdoch 


The Titans, led by Mike Mularkey’s “exotic smashmouth” 
offense, busted out in 2016. They were a loss at Jacksonville 
away from taking the AFC South, and that loss could be 
blamed on quarterback Marcus Mariota’s injury. 

Tennessee was one of the most successful teams at 
zigging while everyone else was zagging in 2016. Behind a 
bounce-back year from DeMarco Murray and a great first 
season from rookie right tackle Jack Conklin, the Titans 
were one of only a few teams that were able to establish 
a running offense good enough to be the lead focus of an 
offense. The Titans were one of three teams that averaged 
more than 4.6 yards per carry and ran the ball more than 
450 times, along with the Bills and the Cowboys. 

It would not be surprising if Tennessee's success embold- 
ened the rest of the league to try to create a rushing offense 
that makes games shorter — especially teams with better 
defenses that have no realistic path to acquire a franchise 


quarterback. MARCO. MURRAY 

6) Atlanta’s offense used play- 7) Jared Goff took 26 sacks in 231 
action on 26 percent of its passing dropbacks 

attempts There was a lot taking attention away from Goff in his first 


year in Los Angeles. Todd Gurley’s high-profile implosion as a 
fantasy football option got most of the attention for the offense’s 
failures. Jeff Fisher's firing got most of the team-wide attention 
as he encapsulated old-school thinking. 

But Goff was a first-year bust on many levels. Getting sacked 
26 times in 231 drop-backs is disastrous, even behind a bad 
Rams line. He looked as bad as any first-year, highly drafted 
quarterback in recent memory. He completed 54.6 percent of his 
passes in a league in which even Brock Osweiler connected on 
59.0 percent. He threw seven picks to five touchdowns. He was 
even bad in the preseason. 

There are a few instances of good quarterbacks having bad 
first seasons in recent years. Donovan McNabb was pretty bad 
in his first year, for example. But what you should take away 
from Goff's first season is that he has the potential to be a Ryan 
Leaf- or Blaine Gabbert-esque bust for the Rams. How you feel 
about his potential going forward is probably a big factor in how 
you feel the NFC West will shake out over the next few years. The 
Rams aren't winning anything unless they fix him up. 


Matt Ryan was always a good quarterback with a few flaws, 
but under Kyle Shanahan’s lead in 2016, he had the most out- 
standing statistics of any quarterback. A big reason why? The 
success Atlanta had in the play-action pass game. 

Play-action fakes can really help out quarterbacks. They limit 
the reads to one side of the field, giving quarterbacks less to 
worry about. Play-action passes without bootlegs, in theory, 
give quarterbacks more time in the pocket. And, finally, if your 
play-action passes function off a real run game, you can deke 
linebackers and box safeties into neglecting responsibilities. 

It's fair to question if Ryan can sustain this level of production 
without Shanahan. Natural regression would tell you that Ryan 
wouldn't do as well as he did last year. But it’s also fair to won- 
der if the play-action pass may find itself back in vogue as the 
NFL continues to try to cut down on overloading the quarterback 
position. The best way to find premium quarterback numbers 
without a premium quarterback might be to tilt the odds in your 
favor, as San Francisco is banking on with Shanahan. 


ANY/A is a stat that takes yards per attempt and controls for both sacks and inter- 
ceptions. Prescott was a fourth-round rookie. Finishing third in this statistic was a 
preposterous result in the context of NFL history. But, much like Russell Wilson did a 
few years ago, Prescott’s success is trying to tell us something. 

The traditional way of scouting quarterbacks is leaving outliers on the table. Put- 
ting a premium on arm talent is fine, but how many bombs dropped over the middle 
of a defense do you see in today's NFL? There's a much bigger focus on intermediate 
routes and ball placement against man-coverage. It’s much harder than it ever has 
been before to hide a quarterback’s weaknesses under pressure. 

Setting up the Cowboys with a cost-controlled Prescott gives them money to pay 
their offensive line and focus their draft picks on defense. It will set them up with a 
window as a contender for the foreseeable future. 
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. Aaron Rodgers, QB, Green Bay 


Tom Brady, QB, New England 
Julio Jones, WR, Atlanta 


. Khalil Mack, DE, Oakland 


Von Miller, OLB, Denver 


. Le’Veon Bell, RB, Pittsburgh 


Eric Berry, S, Kansas City 


. Luke Kuechly, LB, Carolina 

. Aaron Donald, DT, L.A. Rams 
. J.J. Watt, DE, Houston 

. Tyron Smith, T, Dallas 

. Ezekiel Elliott, RB, Dallas 

. A.J. Green, WR, Cincinnati 

. Matt Ryan, QB, Atlanta 


Antonio Brown, WR, Pittsburgh 


. Ben Roethlisberger, QB, Pittsburgh 
. Rob Gronkowski, TE, New England 


Odell Beckham Jr., WR, N.Y. Giants 


. Sean Lee, LB, Dallas 

. Russell Wilson, QB, Seattle 

. Patrick Peterson, CB, Arizona 

. Drew Brees, QB, New Orleans 

. Richard Sherman, CB, Seattle 

. Geno Atkins, DT, Cincinnati 

. Marcus Peters, CB, Kansas City 
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. Zach Martin, G, Dallas 

. David Johnson, RB, Arizona 

. Derek Carr, QB, Oakland 

. Landon Collins, S, N.Y. Giants 


Andrew Luck, QB, Indianapolis 


. Joe Thomas, T, Cleveland 
. Earl Thomas, S, Seattle 


Justin Houston, OLB, Kansas City 


. Ndamukong Suh, DT, Miami 

. Travis Frederick, C, Dallas 

. Jadeveon Clowney, DE, Houston 
. Josh Norman, CB, Washington 

. Matthew Stafford, QB, Detroit 

. LeSean McCoy, RB, Buffalo 


Alex Mack, C, Atlanta 


. Jason Peters, T, Philadelphia 
. Cam Newton, QB, Carolina 

. Mike Evans, WR, Tampa Bay 
. Bobby Wagner, LB, Seattle 

. K.J. Wright, LB, Seattle 


Michael Bennett, DE, Seattle 


. Joey Bosa, DE, L.A. Chargers 

. Jason Pierre-Paul, DE, N.Y. Giants 
. Travis Kelce, TE, Kansas City 

. Kirk Cousins, QB, Washington 
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BB AARON RODGERS 


The passer with the top quarterback rating 
in NFL history (104.1] remained dominant. 
Led NFL with 40 touchdown passes and guided 
Packers to eight straight wins before NFC title game 
loss. 


A season that opened with a four-game Deflategate 
suspension couldn't have ended any sweeter — with 
Super Bowl LI MVP honors. Shows no signs of slowing 
down as he reaches age 40. 


An MVP season was ruined by Atlanta's collapse in 
Super Bowl LI. However, the loss shouldn't diminish a 
brilliant 2016 campaign highlighted by a career-high 
38 touchdown passes and 117.1 quarterback rating. 


Overcame an early season knee injury to lead Pitts- 
burgh to eight straight wins and AFC title game berth 
Now ranks in top 10 all-time for touchdown passes 
(301) and passing yards (46,814) 


Carried Seattle's offense while playing through a 
knee injury suffered in Week 3. Posted career highs in 
completions (353), attempts (546) and passing yards 
(4,219). 


Keeps rolling even at age 38, Amassed highest yard- 
age and touchdown totals (5,208 and 37, respectively) 
since 2013, 


Value to the Raiders was further reinforced when 
Oakland collapsed following his season-ending leg in- 
jury in Week 15, Expected to sign a monster contract 
extension before start of 2017 campaign. 


The Colts have failed to make the playoffs in two 
straight seasons for the first time since 1997-98, But 
8-8 records the past two years would be far worse if 
Luck weren't there. 


Part of 2016 MVP conversation until finger injury trig- 
gered a late-season slump. No quarterback has ever 
passed for 30,000 yards in fewer games (109) 


Performance of 2015 MVP took noticeable dip last 
season, partially because of a shoulder injury and 
Carolina's offensive line woes. Must improve ca~ 
reer-low 52.9 completion percentage from 2016. 
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No running back is more pa- 
tient in allowing holes to open 
before exploding through them. 
Fastest player to ever reach 3,000 
rushing and 1,500 receiving yards — 
at 38 career games. 


Became fifth rookie since AFL-NFL merger 
in 1970 to win league's rushing title with 
1,631 yards. Receiving threat as well with 
1,994 scrimmage yards, marking the 
third-highest total ever by a rookie 


First player in NFL history to post 100-plus 
yards from scrimmage in first 15 games 
of a season. Set franchise record in that 
category (2,118) and scored NFL-high 20 
touchdowns. 


Rebounded from injury-plagued 2015 
campaign to post highest per-carry average 
(5.4 yards) of eight-year NFL career. Seven 
100-yard games highest total for a Bills RB 
since Willis McGahee in 2004, 


The motor to Mike Mularkey's “exotic smash 
mouth” offense with his downhill running 
style. Put lousy 2015 campaign with Philadel- 
phia in rear-view mirror by plowing for 1,287 
yards and nine TDs 


Broke Matt Forte's franchise rookie rushing 
record with 1,313 yards. A5.2-yard average 
ranked fourth all-time among NFL's rookie 

RBs with at least 250 carries. 


Consecutive 200-yard rushing games against 
Pittsburgh and Buffalo got Miami on winning 
track after 1-4 start. Enjoyed greatest 
increase in rushing yards from scrimmage 
(1,085) of any NFL running back from 2015. 


Proved he could handle a heavier rushing load 
after being underutilized for four seasons in 
Miami. Fifth among all NFL running backs in 
rushing yards (3,044) and scrimmage yards 
(3,904) over the past three seasons. 


Enjoyed the sixth-best rushing performance 
in 49ers history last season with 193 versus 
the Jets. Should prosper in zone-rushing 
attack being installed by new head coach Kyle 
Shanahan. 


Dual threat as rusher and receiver. Ranked 
among top eight NFL RBs last season in total 
touchdowns (13], runs of 10-plus yards [30] 
and rushing first downs (61) 
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1, KYLE JUSZCZYK, 


SAN FRANCISCO 

Expected to play big role in new 49ers head 
coach Kyle Shanahan’s offense after signing 
four-year, $21 million contract this offseason. 
Caught 78 passes the past two seasons. 


2. PATRICK DIMARCO, BUFFALO 
Helped pave the way for Atlanta's fifth-ranked 
rushing attack in 2016. Dirty work didn’t go un- 
noticed with Buffalo tendering a four-year, $8.4 
million free-agent contract this offseason, 

3. JAMES DEVELIN, NEW ENGLAND 
Once played in the Arena and United Football 
Leagues while making conversion from defensive 


KYLE JUSZCZYK' 
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end at Brown University. Former member of the 
Oklahoma City Yard Dawgz has two Super Bowl 
rings since joining the Patriots in 2012. 


4, JOHN KUHN, NEW ORLEANS 
Long-time fan-favorite in Green Bay found a 
new home with New Orleans in 2016 after being 
supplanted by Aaron Ripkowski. Scored five 
touchdowns on 34 touches in 2016. 

5. MIKE TOLBERT, BUFFALO 

One of NFL's best blockers the past nine sea- 
sons with Carolina (2012-2016) and San Diego 
(2008-2011). Could assume more of a traditional 
running back role after signing with Bills this 
offseason. 
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1, JULIO JONES, 
ATLANTA 


All-time NFL leader in average 
career receiving yards per game 
(96.3] topped the league in that 
category once again in 2016. Be- 
came sixth player in league history with 
300-plus receiving yards in a single game 
last season versus Carolina. 


2. A.J. GREEN, CINCINNATI 
Because of a midseason hamstring injury, 
fell just 36 yards short of joining Randy 
Moss as only wide receivers to open NFL 
careers with six consecutive 1,000-yard 
showings. The 2016 season highlighted 

by Hail Mary catch for the ages versus 
Cleveland 


3. ANTONIO BROWN, 
PITTSBURGH 


This textbook route-runner scored a lucrative 
contract extension after topping 100 catches 
for the fourth straight season. No wideout has 
ever caught more passes in a four-year span 
(481 for 6,315 yards since 2013]. 


4. ODELL BECKHAM JR., 
N.Y. GIANTS 


No NFL receiver possesses more ability to 
turn a quick slant into a touchdown. Could 
rank among all-time greats if able to play in 
more disciplined fashion. 


5. MIKE EVANS, TAMPA BAY 
Notched career-highs in catches [96] and 

receiving yards (1,321) and tied career high 
in TDs (12) in his third NFL season despite 
consistent double-teaming. Such defensive 


JULIO JONES 


attention should be alleviated to an extent by 
Tampa Bay's signing of free agent DeSean 
Jackson. 


6. JULIAN EDELMAN, 
NEW ENGLAND 


Followed in the footsteps of two other super- 
lative Patriots wideouts also under 5'10 (Wes 
Welker and Deion Branch]. Clutch performer 
in two Super Bowl victories the past three 
seasons. 


7. JORDY NELSON, 


GREEN BAY 
The 2016 NFL Comeback Player of the Year 
caught 97 passes for 1,257 yards and a 

league-high 14 touchdowns. Eleven of those 
scores came in the red zone, which also led 
the league in that category. 


8. LARRY FITZGERALD, 
ARIZONA 


Surefire future Hall of Famer has reinvented 
himself as a slot receiver with 216 catches 
over the past two seasons. Outstanding block- 
eras well. 


9. DEZ BRYANT, DALLAS 
Receiving numbers took a big dip with Dak 
Prescott becoming Cowboys starting quarter- 
back. Building a stronger WR/GB bond is key 
to rebounding in 2017. 


10. DOUG BALDWIN, 
SEATTLE 


Baldwin remains the NFL's best undrafted 
wide receiver. Flourished in 2016 with career 
highs in catches (94) and receiving yards 
(1,128). 


. DeAndre Hopkins, Houston 16. Demaryius Thomas, Denver 21. Keenan Allen, LA. Chargers 26. Alshon Jeffery, Philadelphia 
12, Jarvis Landry, Miami 17. Brandin Cooks, New England 22. Pierre Garcon, San Francisco 27. Kenny Stills, Miami 
13. TY. Hilton, Indianapolis 18. Amari Cooper, Oakland 23. Allen Robinson, Jacksonville 28. Brandon Marshall, N.Y. Giants 
14, DeSean Jackson, Tampa Bay 19. Michael Crabtree, Oakland 24. Sammy Watkins, Buffalo 29. Kenny Britt, Cleveland 

|. Emmanuel Sanders, Denver 20. Michael Thomas, New Orleans 25. Golden Tate, Detroit 30. Adam Thielen, Minnesota 


Hasn't completed a 16-game sea- 

son since 2011 because of injuries. 

But when healthy, there is no better 
tight end. 


For the first time since Tony Gonzalez's depar- 
ture, the Chiefs have an elite tight end. Led all 
TEs in receiving yards with 1,125 on 85 catches 
in 2016. 


Became the first tight end in NFL history to 
post three consecutive 1,000-yard receiving 
seasons. Olsen ranks in top 10 all-time in 
catches (622) and receiving yards 7,365] 
among TEs. 


No. 2 all-time among tight ends in catches and 
receiving yards with 1,089 for 11,888. Enters 
this season ready to extend records for most 
consecutive games played (219) and started 
(163) in Cowboys history. 


Overcame career-threatening knee injury 
to regain Pro Bowl form. Became first tight 
end in Seahawks history to record 100-plus 


receiving yards in back-to-back games as part 


of 65-catch, 923-yard season. 


Prime example of a late bloomer whose skills 
were underutilized by his former team. Com- 
piled 282 catches since signing with Titans in 
2013 compared to 123 in seven seasons with 
San Francisco. 


Praised as the Redskins player “the offense 
runs through” by head coach Jay Gruden. Per- 
game average of 5.5 catches ranked second 
among all NFL tight ends in 2016. 


Helped pick up the slack for New England when 
Rob Gronkowski was lost to a back injury. Could 
improve on his 55-catch campaign from 2016 
now that he's paired with Aaron Rodgers. 


Fell just three catches short in 2016 of tying 
Keith Jackson's single-season franchise 


record for tight ends (81). Sixty-three of those 
receptions came in final nine games as rookie 


QB Carson Wentz became more comfortable 
running Philadelphia's offense. 


Multiple injuries ruined the 2016 season of Cin- 
cinnati’s top red-zone target [13 TDs in 2015]. 
Durability concerns linger into 2017 following 
offseason back surgery. 
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. TYRON SMITH, DALLAS 
The best player on the NFL's top of- 
fensive line. Allowed only two sacks 

in 13 games last season despite 


having to block fora rookie quarter- 


back in Dak Prescott. 
2. JOE THOMAS, CLEVELAND 


Widely considered the top offensive lineman of 
his generation. Still hasn't missed a single snap 
since being a 2007 first-round draft pick. 


3. JASON PETERS, PHILADELPHIA 
Remains a shut-down left tackle even at age of 
35, Seven of nine Pro Bowl appearances have 
come in Philadelphia, the second-highest total 
in Eagles history behind Chuck Bednarik [eight]. 


4, TRENT WILLIAMS, WASHINGTON 
Voted to fifth consecutive Pro Bowl despite four- 
game suspension. Teamed with guard Brandon 
Scherff to become first Redskins offensive line 
tandem selected for Pro Bowl since 1991. 


5. TERROM ARMSTEAD, 
WEW ORLEANS 


Missed nine games because of knee injuries 
but played well when healthy. One of the game's 
best young left tackles at age 26. 


6, ANDREW WHITWORTH, 

L.A. RAMS 

Astaple on Cincinnati's line the past 11 seasons, 
he left for Los Angeles after signing a three- 
year, $23.8 million contract. Departed among 
all-time leaders in games played for Bengals at 
168 with 164 career starts, 


7. DAVID BAKHTIARI, GREEN BAY 
A big reason why Green Bay was considered to 
have NFL's best pass-blocking offensive line 

in 2016, Rewarded with four-year, $48 million 
contract extension before start of 2016 season. 


8, LANE JOHNSON, PHILADELPHIA 
Eagles’ 2016 season unraveled after Johnson 
was forced to serve a 10-game PED suspension. 
Athletic enough to have played quarterback and 
tight end in college before transitioning to tackle 
at Oklahoma. 


9. JACK CONKLIN, TENNESSEE 
Joined Dallas guard Zack Martin as only the 
second rookie offensive lineman to earn All-Pro 
honors since AFL-NFL merger in 1970. Imme- 
diately cemented himself at right tackle after 
becoming eighth overall pick in 2016 draft. 


10. MITCHELL SCHWARTZ, 
KANSAS CITY 


Improvement of Chiefs guard Laurent Duver- 
nay-Tardif was no accident following this right 
tackle’s 2016 offseason signing from Cleveland. 


1. ZACK MARTIN, 
DALLAS 


First Cowboys rookie [non 
kicker] in 45 years to make 
All-Pro team {in 2014] continues 
to play at elite level. Hasn't missed a start since 
grade school. 


2. KELECHI OSEMELE, OAKLAND 
Provided immediate upgrade to Raiders’ offen- 
sive line upon signing massive free-agent con- 
tract in 2016. Oakland averaged 120.1 rushing 
yards last season, an improvement of 29 yards 
per game from 2015. 


3. MARSHAL YANDA, BALTIMORE 
Selected by fans as one of 10 greatest players in 
Ravens history. Streak of six straight Pro Bowl 
berths ranks second among active offensive 
linemen behind Cleveland's Joe Thomas (10). 


4, DAVID DECASTRO, 


PITTSBURGH 

Paved the way for Le’Veon Bell to lead all AFC 
running backs with a 105.7-yard rushing aver- 
age per game. Signed to five-year, $50 million 
extension before 2016 season opener. 


5. T.J. LANG, DETROIT 

Green Bay lost stalwart on its offensive line to 
NFC North rival Lions after failing to match 
three-year, $28.5 million contract. Detroit must 
hope foot and hip injuries aren't sign of career 
decline, 


6. JOSH SITTON, CHICAGO 

Made smooth transition to Bears offense after 
being late preseason cut in Green Bay. Still 
athletic enough to block in space downfield. 


7. KEVIN ZEITLER, CLEVELAND 
Widely considered league's best offensive 
linemen in 2017 free-agent class. Body of work 
from five years in Cincinnati led to biggest con- 
tract tendered a guard [five years, $60 million] 
in NFL history. 


8. RICHIE INCOGNITO, BUFFALO 
Has reinvented himself with Bills after sitting 
out 2014 season following “Bullygate” scandal 
with Miami Dolphins. Buffalo has led NFL in 
rushing the past two seasons, 


9. KYLE LONG, CHICAGO 

Returned to guard after playing tackle in 2015. 
Limited to eight games because of ankle injury 
and also had offseason surgery for torn labrum. 
10. TRAI TURWER, CAROLINA 
Forced to play right tackle for four games in 
2016 because of Panthers O-line injuries, but 
right guard is natural spot. Has started all 32 
regular-season games in the last two seasons. 
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1. TRAVIS FREDERICK, 


DALLAS 
Became NFL's highest-paid 
center last August by signing a 


six-year, $56.4 million contract. 


Has not allowed a sack since 2014 season. 


2, ALEX MACK, ATLANTA 

Key to Atlanta’s Super Bowl run after signing 
five-year, $45 million contract to leave Cleve- 
land. Became the stabilizing O-line presence 
the Falcons had lacked since Todd McClure’s 
departure following 2012 season. 


3, RODNEY HUDSON, OAKLAND 
Raiders general manager Reggie McKenzie hit a 
home run with this offseason signing from Kan- 
sas City in 2015, Was most decorated lineman in 
Florida State history while playing at guard. 


4, RYAN KALIL, CAROLINA 

Limited to eight games in 2016 by shoulder in- 
jury that required major offseason surgery. Now 
gets to play on same offensive line as brother 
Matt, who was signed away from Minnesota 
during the offseason to play left tackle. 


5. ERIC WOOD, BUFFALO 

Wood's 2016 season ended after nine games by 
broken fibula. Longest-tenured (nine seasons) 
offensive player on Bills roster. 


6. MAURKICE POUNCEY, 


PITTSBURGH 

Rebounded to start 15 games in 2016 after 
missing entire 2015 campaign with a broken 
fibula, Showed his toughness in Week 10 when 
he started five days after undergoing surgery on 
distocated thumb. 


7. JASON KELCE, PHILADELPHIA 
One-time walk-on linebacker at University of 
Cincinnati has started ever since 2011 rookie 
season, Only Eagles player to participate in all 
of Philadelphia's 1,131 offensive snaps in 2016. 


8, MAX UNGER, NEW ORLEANS 
Helped keep Drew Brees’ jersey clean by leading 
an O-line that allowed only 27 sacks on the QB's 
league-high 700 dropbacks. Durability issues a 
concern following offseason foot injury. 


9. BRANDON LINDER, 
JACKSONVILLE 


One of the few bright spots for Jacksonville's 
offensive line in 2016 after making successful 
transition from guard to center. 


10, MATT PARADIS, DENVER 
Another late-round Broncos steal at center a 
la Chris Myers and Tom Nalen. Led Broncos in 
performance-based pay bonuses the past two 
seasons by outplaying rookie contract. 


N.Y, Giant 


jiami 


gland 


ENTER DAILY FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A CUSTOMIZED 2017 CAMARO® SS 


For eight weeks we're asking you to help us customize a once-in-a-lifetime 
dream car, for a chance to drive away with the asphalt-kicking street monster. 


OVER $500,000 IN PRIZES UP FOR GRABS 


ENTRY PERIOD JUNE 27 - AUGUST 22 ONLY AT MYGRIZZLY.COM* 


The trademarks and/or servicemarks identifying the above items ae the property oftheir respective onmers who are nether sponsors of nor affiliate with this promotion. Actual appearance of prizes may vary from that depicted, 


WARNING: This product can 


Cause gum disease and tooth loss. 


MOIST SNUFF 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY | LIMIT ENTRY PER DAY 


'NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT OF ANY KIND IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. The Grizzly Customs Giveaway/s open to legal residents ofthe U.S. and D.C. (excluding residents 
‘of MA, Ml and VA) who are tobacco consumers age 21 or older at time of entry, who are registered users of www. mygrizzy.com. For details on how to enter and to view complete Official Rules which include complete prize descriptions and 
‘odds of winning a prize, login at: worw.mygizay.com. Total ARV of all prizes: $559,048.43. Starts at 12:00:00 pm (noon) ET on 6/27/17; ends at 11:59:59 am ET on 8/22/17. Limit one entry per day per registered mygrizaly.com adult tobacco 
consumer. Void in MA, Ml, VA, PR, other U.S. teritories and possessions, and where prohibited by law. Subject to all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations. SPONSOR: American Snuff Company LIC, 5106 Tradeport Drive, 
‘Memphis, TN 38141. To opt out of future offers, write to: Mall Manager Remove, PO. Box 834049, Richardson, TK 75083-4049. 


“WEBSITE, SWEEPSTAKES AND OFFERS RESTRICTED TO AGE 21+ TOBACCO CONSUMERS. For more information call 866-843-0636. 


(©2017 American Snuff Company, LLC. (20) 
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He remained the NFL's most disruptive interior tine- 
man in 2016. Will transition to 3-4 end under new Rams 
defensive coordinator Wade Phillips, but no change expected 
to penetrating style of play. 


Led all of the NFL's defensive tackles with nine sacks despite 
constant double-teaming. Pat Sims (1.5) was the only other 
Bengals DT with a sack in 2016, 


It took a season, but the Dolphins finally found a defensive 
scheme — the "Wide-Nine” — that played to the same 
strengths Suh displayed in Detroit. Notched a career-high 72 
tackles along with five sacks 


‘A major reason the Ravens have allowed fewer than 90 rush- 
ing yards per game in two of the past three seasons. Reward- 
ed with a five-year, $54 million contract this offseason. 


“Snacks” provided an immediate upgrade to New York’s run 
defense upon arriving from the Jets. The Giants yielded an 
average of just 88.6 yards per game last season, an improve 
ment of 32.8 yards from 2015. 


Didn't make as smooth a transition to Philadelphia's new 
“Wide-Nine” scheme as Ndamukong Suh did in Miami. Still 
Eagles’ best defensive lineman and is only 26 years old. 


Set a career high with 77 tackles and tied a career high with 
four sacks. Could be even more dominant if focus shifts to 
improving pass rush rather than solely concentrating on 
stopping the run per Vikings head coach Mike Zimmer. 


Landed five-year, $80 million contract extension in April de- 
spite drop in sacks from 11 to six in 2016, “The mismatches 
he creates for us on defense force opponents to be aware of 
him at all times and give us an edge along the defensive line,” 
Panthers head coach Ron Rivera says. 


Injury history keeps growing but remains an interior force. 
More impact plays in fourth quarter is personal goal for 2017 
season. 


Was a 350-pound load to block in Kansas City's 3-4 scheme. 
Falcons want him to drop weight so he can play end and 
better his pass rush with a more penetrating approach. 
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Missed almost all of last season following back surgery. Should return 
to Defensive Player of the Year form — an award he has already won 
three times. 


Became as dominant as Watt in the latter's absence after being shifted 
from OLB to end. Finished with career highs in tackles (52), sacks (six) 
and quarterback hits (17 for NFL's top-ranked defense. 


The NFL's Defensive Rookie of the Year — and with good reason. Regis- 
tered 10.5 sacks and 41 tackles despite missing four games following a 
contract holdout and subsequent hamstring injury. 


Reached Pro Bowl for second straight season after making adjustment 
to 3-4 end, Tallied 44 tackles, five sacks and 29 quarterback pressures. 


Stalwart of Arizona defense since 2007 is off to the Jaguars after inking 
four-year, $60 million deal. Projected to replace Jared Odrick as DE on 
run downs & interior rusher in nickel/dime packages. 


Among the NFL's most active 3-4 ends but received little help from 
Denver's other defensive linemen in 2016. Should benefit from Broncos 
signing fellow D-linemen Domata Peko and Zach Kerr in free agency. 


Biggest positive on a disappointing defensive front in 2016. Played 
highest percentage of snaps (86.5] for an AFC 3-4 end and finished with 
a career-best 68 tackles and seven sacks. 


Possesses quickness that belies his 6'0", 310-pound frame. Topped all 
Packers defensive linemen in sacks [four] while helping to anchor the 
NFL's eighth-ranked run defense. 


Upward career trajectory slowed when suffering what later became 

a season-ending hamstring injury in Week 5. His 25 career sacks tie 
him for fourth-highest total among Steelers defensive linemen since it 
became official statistic in 1982. 


No 3-4 DE/4-3 DT has more tackles (534) since 2006. Production also 
has never waned despite the Bills frequently changing defensive sys- 
tems amid lengthy playoff drought. 


1. KHALIL MACK, OAKLAND 

Won NFL Defensive Player of the Year honors despite a lack of 
pass-rushing support from teammates. Accounted for 11 of Oakland's 
league-low 25 sacks. 


2. MICHAEL BENNETT, SEATTLE 

How a talent like this went undrafted in 2009 remains mind-boggling. 
Signed to a three-year contract extension last December despite being 
31 years old and missing five games in 2016 because of injuries. 


3. JASON PIERRE-PAUL, N.Y. GIANTS 

Mounted one of the NFL's greatest comebacks after mangling hand in a 
July 2015 fireworks accident. A 53-tackle, seven-sack season netted a 
four-year, $62 million offseason contract extension. 


4, EVERSON GRIFFEN, MINNESOTA 
Averaged 10 sacks the past three seasons after registering 17.5 in first 
four NFL seasons. Matured into team leader as well. 


5. CAMERON WAKE, MIAMI 
Recovered from torn Achilles tendon to post 11.5 sacks along with first 
career interception in 2016. Shows no signs of sowing down at age 35. 


6. CARLOS DUNLAP, CINCINNATI 
Ability to affect opposing quarterbacks goes beyond eight sacks in 2016, 
Also used 6'6” frame to help defense a career-high 15 passes. 


7. ZIGGY ANSAH, DETROIT 

Injuries and double-teams from lack of consistent pass rush by De- 
troit's other ends were primary reasons for drop in sacks from 14.5 to 
just two in 13 starts. Still headed toward massive contract extension. 


8. OLIVIER VERNON, N.Y. GIANTS 

Giants management was determined to get its money's worth after ten- 
dering a five-year, $85 million contract in 2016 offseason. Became NFL's 
only defensive lineman to play 1,000-plus snaps last season (1,040). 


9. DANIELLE HUNTER, MINNESOTA 
No player who didn't start a game in 2016 had more sacks (12.5). Will 
compete with Brian Robison for first-string spot in 2017. 


10. BRANDON GRAHAM, PHILADELPHIA 

Sack total (5.5) doesn’t reflect effectiveness in 2016. Led all players in 
combined sacks, hurries and quarterback knockdowns with 80, accord- 
ing to Stats LLC. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 25 


1. LUKE KUECHLY, CAROLINA 
Nobody better when healthy, but concussions be- 
coming a major concern for career longevity. Missed 
final six games after suffering latest head trauma 
against New Orleans. 


2. BOBBY WAGNER, SEATTLE 

The first Seahawks player with five consecutive 100-tackle 
seasons (and counting] led NFL with career-high 167 stops in 
2016. Also top tackler in franchise postseason history. 


3. DONT’A HIGHTOWER, 
NEW ENGLAND 


Multi-tool player remained in the fold for Patriots after brief 
free-agent tour. Fumble-causing sack of Matt Ryan in Super 
Bowl LI was key part of New England's improbable comeback 
against Atlanta. 


4. NAVORRO BOWMAN, 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Heart and soul of 49ers defense was lost for 2016 season in 
Week 4 to torn Achilles tendon. Working on second comeback 
from major injury in three-year span. 


5. ALEC OGLETREE, L.A. RAMS 

Excelled in 2015 after shifting from outside to middle line- 
backer in place of the released James Laurinaitis. Secured 
Week 2 win over Seattle by forcing and recovering fumble by 
Seahawks running back Christine Michael. 


6. BENARDRICK MCKINNEY, 


HOUSTON 

The leading tackler on the NFL's No. 1 defense with 129 stops 
in 2016. Adept at using long arms to keep blockers from 
getting into a 6'4" frame that isn’t considered ideal for the 
position. 


7. KIKO ALONSO, MIAMI 

Enjoyed best season since breakout 2013 rookie campaign 
with Buffalo after being able to avoid knee problems. Shifting 
to weak-side linebacker in 2017 with Miami's signing of free 
agent Lawrence Timmons [Pittsburgh]. 


8. DEONE BUCANNON, ARIZONA 
Credited with ushering in new wave of hybrid linebackers/ 
safeties after becoming Arizona's 2014 first-round draft pick 
Finished second on Cardinals in tackles last season with 91 
despite missing final three games because of injury. 


9. C.J. MOSLEY, BALTIMORE 

Easily the Ravens’ best linebacker since Ray Lewis’ retire- 
ment following the 2012 season. Joins fellow stalwarts 
Thomas Davis, Luke Kuechly and Jamie Collins as one of just 
four LBs with 300-plus tackles, five INTs and five sacks since 
2014. 


10. DEION JONES, ATLANTA 

Added the speed Atlanta was seeking at middle linebacker 
despite being undersized for the position at 6'1" and 222 
pounds. Led all NFL rookies with 106 tackles and was third 
among rookies with 11 passes defensed. 


LUKE KUECHLY 


as 
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Kuechly, Miller: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Lee: Layne Murdoch 


VON MILLER 


Signing a massive contact extension in 2016 offseason didn’t create 
complacency. Finished with double-digit sacks (13.5) for fifth time in 
past six seasons. 


Played in just five games last season because of knee problems. Talent 
still on display with 21 tackles and four sacks in those contests. 


Underrated because of attention given to teammates J.J. Watt and 
Jadeveon Clowney. Compiled 53 tackles and 7.5 sacks for NFL's top- 
ranked defense. 


Blossomed into one of league's best pass rushers after disappointing 
returns in first three NFL seasons, Mustered 125 tackles, 18.5 sacks 
and 11 passes defensed the past two years 


The 2016 Deacon Jones Award winner after leading NFL with 15.5 sacks. 
Should be even better in 2017 as repertoire of pass-rush moves grows. 


Still beastly even at age 39. Added another five sacks last season to 
a career total that may eventually lead to Pro Football Hall of Fame 
induction. 


Flourishing in Dick LeBeau's zone-blitz scheme with 17.5 sacks over 
the past two seasons. An excellent complement to Titans OLB Derrick 
Morgan (nine sacks in 2016). 


Provided the pass rush Arizona sought when acquired from New En- 
gland in 2016 for Jonathan Cooper and a second-round draft choice. An 
11-sack season earned a five-year, $82.5 million contract extension. 


“The Showstopper” is climbing Washington's all-time sack list with 

58.5 in first six seasons. He has started all 96 games of NFL career, a 
figure that ranks behind only Miami's Lawrence Timmons among active 
linebackers 


Struggled with injuries again in five-sack campaign but remains Pack- 
ers best pass rusher. Seven seasons of six-plus sacks since 2009 trail 
only Julius Peppers (eight) in that span. 


1. SEAN LEE, DALLAS 

Linchpin to the NFL's top run defense in 2016. Compiled a career-high 
145 tackles and remained healthy, which has proven biggest career 
challenge. 


2. K.J. WRIGHT, SEATTLE 
One of NFL's most underrated players finally getting deserved praise. A 
career-high 126 tackles resulted in first Pro Bowl appearance. 


3. THOMAS DAVIS, CAROLINA 

Managed to avoid the Super Bowl hangover that affected the team 
overall. Voted to second straight Pro Bowl with almost exact same stats 
(106 tackles, four passes defensed, three INTs] as 2015. 


4, VONTAZE BURFICT, CINCINNATI 

Intensity and football savvy give Bengals a different defense when he’s 
on the field. Unfortunately for Cincinnati, has missed 22 games the past 
three seasons because of injuries and suspension 


5. ANTHONY BARR, MINNESOTA 

Reached second straight Pro Bowl as an alternate, but more is expect- 
ed in 2017. Had “tendency to coast’ last season according to Vikings 
head coach Mike Zimmer. 


6. LAVONTE DAVID, TAMPA BAY 
Began taking to new role in Mike Smith’s defense as 2016 season un- 
folded. Four of five sacks came in Tampa Bay's final three games. 


7. JAMIE COLLINS, CLEVELAND 

Missed out on a second Super Bowl ring with New England when traded 
at midseason to Browns. A four-year, $50 million contract extension 
signed last February should serve as sufficient consolation. 


8. BRUCE IRVIN, OAKLAND 

Tied single-season franchise record for most forced fumbles with six 
in first season with Raiders. Will be even more effective if Oakland can 
upgrade interior pass rush. 


9. TELVIN SMITH, JACKSONVILLE 

NFLs lightest outside linebacker (218 pounds] overcomes a lack of heft 
with speed and athleticism. Three straight seasons of 100-plus tackles 
but can still improve recognition skills. 


10. MARK BARRON, L.A. RAMS 

A top-10 draft bust in Tampa Bay flourished with Rams after being 
converted to OLB in a 4-3 under former coordinator Gregg Williams. 
Will now shift inside with Williams’ replacement Wade Phillips installing 
a 3-4 system, 


landon Roberts, 


20. Dannell Ell 
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CARDINALS 


. Brent Grimes, Tampa Bay 
Stephon Gilmore, Ne 
3. Trumaine Johnson, L.A. Rams 
Darius Slay, Detroit 
A.J. Bouye, Jack 
Logan Ryan, Tennessee 
Johnathan Joseph, Houston 
. Dominique Rodgers: 
. Desmond Trufant, Atlant 
, Tramaine Brock, UFA 
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1. PATRICK PETERSON, 
ARIZONA 


Pity the cornerback aligned on the opposite 
side in Arizona's defense, The Cardinals must 
find a quality No. 2 corner this offseason because 
teams won't throw Peterson's way unless absolutely 
necessary. 


2. RICHARD SHERMAN, SEATTLE 

Has always talks a big game and continues to back up those 
words by essentially shutting down one side of the field in cover- 
age. Also can trail elite NEL receivers on the outside or slot, 


3. MARCUS PETERS, KANSAS CITY 
Despite only entering the NFL in 2015, nobody has more inter- 
ceptions (14] or passes defensed [44] over the past two seasons 
combined. Also produced 45 tackles and three fumble recoveries 
in 2016. 


4, JOSH NORMAN, WASHINGTON 

A true shutdown cornerback whose surprising 2016 offseason 
release by Carolina hurt the Panthers and boosted Washington's 
slumping secondary. The only downside: He must learn to better 
control on-field emotions to stop drawing penalties, fines and 
even NFL suspensions. 


5. JANORIS JENKINS, N.Y. GIANTS 
“Jackrabbit” hopped all over the field as New York's top corner- 
back, justifying the five-year, $62.5 million contract offered to 
leave the Rams, Snared two of the seven interceptions thrown all 
last season by Green Bay's Aaron Rodgers in a Week 4 matchup. 


6. MALCOLM BUTLER, NEW ENGLAND 
The rookie hero of Super Bowl XLIX continues to show he never 
became complacent with such early NFL fame. Led all Patriots 
cornerbacks in interceptions four), passes defensed [17] and 
tackles (63) in 2016. 


7. CHRIS HARRIS, DENVER 

One of only five undrafted cornerbacks to reach Pro Bowl at least 
three times with team that signed him coming out of college. 
Teamed with Agib Talib to become only second pair of CBs voted 
to Pro Bowl from same team for three straight seasons. 


8. JALEN RAMSEY, JACKSONVILLE 
Runner-up to Chargers defensive end Joey Bosa for 2016 NFL 
Defensive Rookie of the Year award. Opposing quarterbacks hada 
passer rating of 68.0 when throwing against the ex-Florida State 
standout despite targeting him on 90 passes. 


9. AQIB TALIB, DENVER 

Excellent nose for the football as reflected by franchise-record 
five interception returns for TDs since joining Broncos in 2014 

Rugged playing style can sometimes lead to penalties but also 
can affect opposing wide receivers by getting under their skin. 


10. XAVIER RHODES, MINNESOTA 
Breakthrough 2016 season highlighted by limiting Giants wide re- 
ceiver Odell Beckham Jr. to 23 receiving yards and registering two 
interceptions against Arizona, one of which he returned 100 yards 
for a TD. Such heroics resulted in first career Pro Bowl berth. 


Delvin Breaux, New Orleans 

. Casey Hayward, L.A, Chargers 

. James Bradberry, Carolina 
Morris Claiborne, NYY. Jets 
Captain Munnerlyn, Carolina 

. William Gay, Pittsburgh 
Vontae Davis, Indianapolls 

3, Dre Kirkpatrick, Cincinnati 
Terence Newman, Minnesota 

. Jamar Taylor, Cleveland 


England 


‘romartie, N.Y. Giants 
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Berry: Tim Ump 


Peterson: W.E. Smit 


Overcame cancer on road to becoming high- 
est-paid safety in NFL history after signing six- 
year, $78 million contract in the offseason. Money 
well earned after another stellar 2016 campaign 
highlighted by scoring eight points individually in 
road win over Atlanta. 


Almost won the NFL's Defensive Player of the Year Award 
after greatly improving his range following a shaky rookie 
season. Played in all but five of New York's 1,110 defensive 
snaps. 


Seahawks defense wasn't the same after one of NFL's most 
astute defenders suffered season-ending leg injury in early 
December. Eighteen interceptions since 2011 rank fifth 
among all NFL players in that span. 


Easily the best Eagles defensive back since the great Brian 
Dawkins left in free agency in 2009. Six career interceptions 
returned for touchdowns lead all active safeties 


Provides the “Boom’” in the Legion of Boom secondary at 
strong safety spot. Credited with at least five tackles in all 12 
games played in 2016 plus two in postseason 


Was a very good cornerback who became an elite safety 
upon making position switch. Only player besides Rod 
Woodson and Ronnie Lott to garner All-Pro honors at both 
CB and safety. 


Change of scenery after nine seasons with Chargers proved 
to have a rejuvenating effect on Weddle, who was one of 
four safeties with at least four interceptions and one sack 
in 2016, 


On-field growth reflected by five interceptions last year, the 
highest single-season total for a Packers defender since 
2012. First Packers safety selected to Pro Bowl since Nick 
Collins in 2010. 


NFL's only defender besides Carolina linebacker Luke 
Kuechly with at least 12 INTs and seven sacks since 2012 
Looking to build on franchise record of four interceptions 
returned for touchdowns. 


Was on pace for career-high 136-tackle season before land- 
ing on injured reserve with a torn rotator cuff. Dolphins’ faith 
that Jones can regain his old form proved via a five-year, $60 
million contract extension this offseason. 
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Old - Rex Ryan 
New - Sean McDermott 
Defensive Coordinator, 

Carolina Panthers 

After two years of Rex Ryan’s loose- 
ship approach and lackluster results, 
Buffalo switches gears to the detail-ori- 
ented McDermott. The former Carolina 
defensive coordinator is likely to play a 
4-3 system under new coordinator Leslie 
Frazier that is better suited to the Bills’ 
personnel after Ryan flipped them to a 3-4 
when he arrived. McDermott’s bluster-free 
approach also will provide a welcome 
respite for Bills fans who had grown weary 
of the previous regime's empty boasts 

Hiring a defensive specialist does 
nothing to address the team's primary 
shortcoming: the quarterback position. 
Even after their apparent offseason 
commitment to Tyrod Taylor, the Bills will 
enter the 2017 season without a proven 
professional passing attack. In today's 
NFL, that's a non-starter if you have your 
sights set on a playoff berth. It's also worth 
noting that McDermott’s defense in Caro- 
lina fell from sixth in the NFL in the Super 
Bowl season of 2015 to 21st last season. 

McDermott has pieces to 

work with — a rushing offense that was 
the NFL's best and a defense adept at 


SEAN MCDERMOTT 


stopping the pass and forcing turnovers. It 
all comes down to the level of production 
that McDermott is able to coax out of the 
quarterback position. 


Old - Gary Kubiak 
New - Vance Joseph 

Defensive Coordinator, 
Miami Dolphins 

Joseph brings a dose of youthful 
energy and enthusiasm to the Mite High 
City after playing his college football a 
few miles away in Boulder, His coach (and 
later his boss) at Colorado, Gary Barnett, 
called him a “natural leader” and gave 
him his first coaching job as a graduate 
assistant, Joseph's new boss, John Elway, 
also praised his leadership qualities and 
vision in announcing the hire. Joseph does 
represent a contrast to veteran coach Gary 
Kubiak, and he inherits a team that is only 
two years removed from a Super Bowl win. 
He'll be able to rely on one of the league's 
best defenses to carry the team while he 
finds his footing. 

Joseph arrives after only one 
nondescript season as an NFL coordina- 
tor. His Dolphins defense ranked 29th in 
the league and 30th against the run. The 
team he inherits is getting older and faces 
uncertainty at the quarterback position 
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DOUG MARRONE 


— not exactly a red-carpet welcome for 
a coach who'll face Super Bowl-or-bust 
expectations from his fan base right out of 
the gate. 

We'll have to trust Elway on 
this one; he’s proven to be a surprisingly 
shrewd executive with a demonstrated 
track record of success [four division titles 
and a Super Bowl win in his six seasons in 
charge). Obviously, he saw enough from 
the unproven Joseph to hand him the keys 
to his beloved Broncos. 


Old - Gus Bradley 
New - Doug Marrone 
Assistant Head Coach/Offen- 

sive Line Coach [and interim Head Coach), 
Jacksonville Jaguars 

Apparently a 1-1 finish to the season 
was enough for the Jags to remove the 
“interim” tag from Marrone, who took over 
in Week 16 for Bradley, Marrone did inject 
some life into the Jags offense, which 
averaged 442.5 yards and 29 points during 
his two-game audition. In particular, quar- 
terback Blake Bortles seemed to thrive, 
posting two 300-yard passing games to 
close the season. The franchise is also 
bringing back former coach Tom Coughlin, 
who'll provide a steady hand as executive 
VP of football operations. 


Zs 


AP 


Cons: Marrone has experience as an NFL 
head coach, but there’s not much on his 
résumé to get excited about — a 15-17 
record and no playoff appearances in 

two seasons in Buffalo. His stint ended 
ignominiously, as Marrone exercised his 
out clause despite the Bills’ first winning 
season in a decade, much to the disgust 

of his players. His subsequent pursuit of 
the Jets job fizzled thanks to what league 
sources called a poor interview. 

Final Analysis: It's the hiring of Cough- 

lin, not Marrone, that is likely to get fans 
excited, as Coughlin provides a living 
reminder of the team’s brief glory days of 
the late 1990s, when they had four winning 
seasons in a row. Otherwise, the rebuilding 
continues for a team that hasn't had a win- 
ning record or a playoff berth since 2007. 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 

Old - Jeff Fisher 

(John Fassel interim) 

New - Sean McVay 

Previous Job: Offensive Coordinator, 
Washington Redskins 

Pros: After shedding themselves of Jeff 
Fisher and his 22 years of head coaching 
experience, the Rams turn to the 31-year- 
old McVay, the youngest head coach in 
NFL history. There's no question that 
Fisher's approach had become stale; his 
last winning season as an NFL head coach 
came in 2008. If nothing else, McVay pro- 
vides a needed injection of optimism for a 
franchise that hasn't had a winning record 
since 2003. Los Angeles hopes McVay can 
do for quarterback Jared Goff what he 

did for Kirk Cousins in Washington; in the 
last two seasons under McVay’s tutelage, 
Cousins posted passer ratings of 101.6 
and 97.2, with a touchdown-to-intercep- 
tion ratio of 54-to-23, 

Cons: McVay has drawn comparisons 

to Jon Gruden, so there's a danger that 
his intense, rah-rah approach will wear 
out its welcome, especially if the losses 
start to mount. What happens when the 
team struggles? Will the veterans tune 
out a guy who's basically their age, if not 
younger? 

Final Analysis: To allay the youth con- 
cerns, McVay and his bosses made a savvy 
hire in defensive coordinator Wade Phil- 
lips, who will provide a steady hand while 
McVay establishes himself. This combina- 
tion might represent the most intriguing 
regime change of the offseason, and 
owner Stan Kroenke deserves plaudits 
for a bold gamble that could pay off by the 
time the team moves into its new stadium 
for the 2019 season, 


LOS ANGELES CHARGERS 
Old - Mike McCoy 

New - Anthony Lynn 

Previous Job: Offensive Coordinator/Run- 
ning Backs Coach/Interim Head Coach, 
Buffalo Bills 

Pros: Lynn guided the best rushing attack 
in the NFL in 2016 in Buffalo, and he inher- 
its a young, ascendant running back in 
Melvin Gordon who calls Lynn “perfect” for 
his continued development. Lynn made the 
best of his limited raw materials in Buf- 
falo, and he has much more to work with 
now, starting with a franchise quarterback 
in Philip Rivers who will ease the transi- 
tion and allow Lynn to focus his attention 
elsewhere. 

Cons: As with many others on this list, 
Lynn lacks experience, and not merely as 
a head coach — he had never even been a 
coordinator until Week 3 of the 2016 sea- 
son. The Chargers have proven commod- 
ities at virtually every position, but their 
new leader is anything but. Any missteps 
will be magnified now that the Chargers 
are in the media capital of the West Coast. 
Final Analysis: Lynn has some good 
players in key spots, but he's a first-time 
head coach. He'll face a challenge with 
the Chargers’ move to Los Angeles, a city 
that’s not exactly rolling out the welcome 
mat (the team will play in the 27,000-seat 
StubHub Center until the opening of the 
new stadium in 2019}, Despite Lynn’s youth 
and inexperience, his players in Buffalo 
raved about him as a leader. He'll need 
every bit of his leadership acumen as 

the franchise navigates its controversial 
relocation. 


KYLE SHANAHAN 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 

Old - Chip Kelly 

New - Kyle Shanahan 

Previous Job: Offensive Coordinator, 
Atlanta Falcons 

Pros: The son of Super Bowl-winning 
coach Mike Shanahan, Kyle has been an 
NFL head-coach-in-training from an early 
age, becoming the youngest coordinator in 
the NFL when he was handed the offensive 
reins in Houston in 2008 at age 28. His 
most recent stop has been easily his most 
successful — Shanahan’s 2016 offense in 
Atlanta led the NFL in scoring and was sec- 
ond in total yardage. He’s the highest-paid 
first-time head coach in league history, and 
he'll be making personnel decisions along 
with first-time GM John Lynch. The fact 
that they inherit a mess means their early 
tenure will be accompanied by patience 
from their bosses, who were clearly in des- 
peration mode when they hired them. 
Cons: In his two stops prior to Atlanta — 
offensive coordinator for his dad in Wash- 
ington (2010-13) and offensive coordinator 
in Cleveland (2014) — Shanahan’s tenure 
ended in disaster. If his last name weren't 
Shanahan, it would have been difficult to 
recover from those two forgettable entries 
on his résumé. He had much more talent 
at his disposal in Atlanta [not to mention 

a climate-controlled home environment} 
than he'll enjoy in San Francisco. 

Final Analysis: There's really nowhere to 
go but up for the Niners, and any signs of 
progress will be welcomed in San Fran as 
signs of the young head coach’s genius, It's 
almost a risk-free move for both parties, 
at least for the short term. 
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hile the competitive balance that free agency, 
the salary cap and draft picks bestowed was 
ballyhooed for a few years in the 1990s, the 


bout the NFL is that the same teams often win. 
n oligarchy in place. The Patriots, Steclers and 
Ravens haven't stayed down for long even if they turned 
in a sub-par season on occasion, In the NFC, the same 
thing goes for Seattle and Green Bay. 

Other teams briefly have joined this ruling class only 
to stumble out of it: the 49ers when they fired Jim 
Harbaugh, the Eagles when they fired Andy Reid, the 
Chargers when they stopped drafting well, the Colts 
when the team around Peyton Manning and Andrew 
Luck stopped carrying its share. And so on. The NFL is 
better understood as a game of windows for good teams. 
Organizations can't exactly control their circumstances 
on a game-to-game basis, but they can create a good 
enough team to perennially make the playoffs and let the 
chips fall where they may. 

And then there are the sleepers. Sometimes they are 
already part of the oligarchy but have an unexpectedly 
high win total. And, sometimes, the sleeper teams come 
from divisions without an established hierarchy. It wasn't 
a total surprise that the Chiefs and Raiders made the 
playoffs last season, especially since Denver went with 
the untested Trevor Siemian as its starting quarterback. 
‘The surprise was that both those teams finished with 12 
wins. Carolina came out of nowhere in 2015, not only 
winning the NFC South but also finishing 15-1 and 
heading to the Super Bowl. Las Vegas sportsbooks had 
put their win over/under heading into the season at 8.5. 

‘The one thing all three of those teams had in common, 
outside of good fortune in terms of turnover margin, is 
that they all played four games against the AFC South. 

Long known as the cupcakes that Manning would 
feast on every year, the AFC South has been a dreadfal 
division top to bottom since Manning's departure. Last 
year, it was a division won by a team that paid Brock 
Osweiler $37 million in guaranteed money. So, while the 
Chiefs and Raiders were both good teams, their schedule 
got a little boost. Oakland went 4-0 against the AFC 
South, and Kansas City went 2-2, losing two games by a 
combined nine points. (Imagine the hype for the Chiefs 
had they gone 14~2, which easily could have happened.) 
‘The 2015 Panthers went 4-0 against the AFC South. 

So while we don't inherently know the quality of every 
team heading into the year, we have a pretty good esti- 
mation of most of them. Every year, each division plays 
two different divisions outside of home-and-homes in 
their own division and a few other games against teams 
that finished with the same standing in their respective 
division. Here’s how we expect that to play out this year. 

AFC East: Plays the NFC South and AFC West 

Neither the NFC South nor AFC West projects to 
have any out-and-out dreadful teams this year, which 
is foreboding news for the odds of a non-Patriots team 
making the playoffs again like Miami did last year. 
‘There's at least a decent argument that the Buccaneers 
are a team on the rise, and that a healthy Chargers team 
could go worst-to-first. At the same time, outside of 
Kansas City and Oakland, I would argue that each of 
these teams has exploitable flaws. I would expect this 
division to lean toward a tougher schedule. 
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The bounce-back pick: Buffalo also 
adds games against Indianapolis and 
Cincinnati, so if new head coach Sean 
McDermott can improve the defense, 
things could be interesting in December. 

Plays the AFC South and 
NFC North 

‘This is a great time to believe in a bounce- 
back for the Ravens. OK, so Aaron Rod- 
gers is on the schedule. Outside of that, 
Cleveland is a dead-on-arrival franchise 
until proven otherwise, and Cincinnati 
looks less talented than it’s been in some 
time. Chicago has no quarterback, nor does 
Jacksonville. Detroit and Houston were last 
year’s two weakest playoff teams by most 
analytical measures, and the only team that 
made a real investment in improving it- 
self for 2017 in either division is Tennessee. 
‘This is a schedule that is very conducive for 
both Baltimore and Pittsburgh to make the 
playoffs, and possibly a schedule that could 
get them both to 11 wins or more. 

The bounce-back pick: I can’t in good 
conscience tell you to believe in Cincinna- 
ti, but it won't be surprising if Cleveland 
enjoys a mildly successful season and tal 
down five or six wins against this schedule. 

Plays the AFC North and 


NFC West 
For the AFC South, life also sets up 
pretty well. Each team is guaranteed 


DEREK CARR 


games against Cleveland and San Fran- 
cisco, at this point the two worst teams in 
the NFL. Cincinnati is weaker than it’s 
been before, and the Rams are handcuffed 
to Jared Goff, who was dreadful in 2016. 
While the upper crust of the schedule 

is a little scary between Pittsburgh and 
Seattle, this could easily work out in a way 
that gives us our first 10-win AFC South 
team since 2014. It enhances the stock of 
both Tennessee and Houston, especially if 
Houston finds a quarterback. 

The bounce-back pick: I'm done 
betting on Jacksonville until Blake Bortles 
is put away, but if Andrew Luck enters 
pure witchcraft mode, the schedule sets up 
nicely for the Colts to make a playoff run. 

Plays the NFC East and 
AFC East 

While Washington had a rough offsea- 
son, the rest of the NFC East looks loaded 
for bear. The middle of the AFC East was 
quite competitive in 2016, and the idea of 
Buffalo having a real defense again after 
two years in the Rex Ryan Exotic Scheme 
Zone should be a little terrifying. The only 
cupcake looks to be the Jets, who have 
no proven quarterback and couldn't rush 
the passer in 2016. Overall, I'd say the 
odds are against the AFC West having 
two playoff teams again. It’s not a horrific 
schedule, but it’s solidly above average. 

The bounce-back pick: The 
Chargers played good defense 
in 2016 but continued not 
to be able to run the ball and 
watched Philip Rivers fade 
down the stretch. Fresh eyes at 
head coach in Anthony Lynn 
could be very helpful, and they 
pick up games against the 
Browns and Jaguars because 
of their last-place finish. 

Plays the AFC 
West and NFC West 

Much like the AFC West’s 
slate, this sets up as a couple 
of potential creampuffs (the 
Rams and 49ers) nailed to a 
bunch of live teams. Denver's 
defense is a matchup problem, 
and outside of the Broncos 
there’s not a bad quarterback 
in the AFC West. Seattle and 
Arizona remain dangerous to 
some degree. There’s nothing 
here that should stop the 
Giants and Cowboys from 
making the playoffs if they 
play to their potential, but it’s 
about an average schedule. 

The bounce-back pick: The 
Eagles played terrific defense 


in 2016, especially Wht, you eOfisider that 
they had no quality cornetbacks onthe 
roster. Between the potential 6a Carson, 
Wentz improvement with new'tééeivers, 
more games from Lane Johnson andl 
game against the 49ers, there are a lot @ 
ways for them to make some progress. 

Plays the AFC North and 
NFC South 

Games against the Bears and Browns 
will help these teams, but the NFC South 
is capable of scoring on anyone, and the 
NFC North isn't exactly loaded with great 
defenses outside of Minnesota. The Vi 
kings are probably the team most ci 
of making a leap here, and dates again 
the Rams and Washington help the cause. 
However, Minnesota didn't exactly go out 
and improve the team beyond trying to 
make the offensive line passable. 

The bounce-back pick: Minnesota, 
though I'd sure feel a lot better about that 
if I saw they were able to run the offense 
they did for the first four weeks of 2016, 

Plays the NFC North and 


AFC East 

This is essentially a neutral schedule for 
the South, which adds the Jets and Bears, 
as well as potential regression candidate 
Detroit, but also has to deal with the 
Patriots and Packers. And in a division 
that always seems to be up for grabs, don't 
forget about the benefit that third- and 
last-place schedules can provide, Carolina 
will get a game against the 49ers, while 
New Orleans picks up games against 
Washington and the Rams. 

The bounce-back pick: I mean, Cam 
Newton was the MVP in 2015, right? We 
didn't just dream that, did we? Improved 
health on the offensive line and more 
games from Luke Kuechly and corner 
James Bradberry should at least get the 
Panthers back closer to .500, 

Plays the AFC South and 


NFC East 

What a time to be a Seahawks fan. Not 
only did the rest of the division implode 
around them the last few years, but this 
schedule also combines low-key games 
against the 49ers with the relative breeze 
that is the AFC South. Nobody should be 
surprised if the Seahawks post a 13-win 
year against this schedule. And by the 
same token, nobody should be surprised 
if Arizona is able to bounce back to the 
playoffs between health improvements on 
the offensive line and receiver group and a 
little boost from the patsies they play. 

The bounce-back pick: Arizona. 
‘Though the defense will miss Calais 
Campbell, I could see the Cardinals riding 
this schedule to a lower playoff seed. 
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PATRIOTS 1 


Five Analytical Lessons of New England's : 
Dominance of the NFL 


BY RIVERS MCCOWN 


fter last season's come-from-behind 

Super Bowl win, there’s no doubting 

that the New England Patriots are 

the NFLs model franchise. Yes, it 

feels awkward to say that given the 

number of “-gates” they've been 
involved in, but the results don't allow us 


to see it any other way. 
‘They've won two of the last three Super 
Bowls. They've won five Super Bowls 
over the last 16 years and appeared in two 
others. No other NFL franchise over this 
span of time has won even three titles, 
‘The only team that’s won two — the New 
York Giants — have a large part of their 
current identity tied up in being the thorn 
in New 
But what lessons can we learn from 
New England's dominance on a broader 
analytical scale? There are a couple that are 
pretty obvious, and there are some that are 
maybe a little more subtle. 


Let’s start with the easy one. There are 
a lot of ways a team can actually win a 
Super Bowl. The Denver Broncos won 
with a dominating defense and essentially 
no passing game. The Baltimore Ravens 
won with a downfield passing attack that 
clicked at the right time. As long as your 
team is good enough to make the 
the natural variance of football m 
there are matchups to win. Win enough 

of them in any given game, and an inferior 
team can pull an upset. The important 
thing is simply making the dance in the 
first place. 

But there is no easier path to year-to- 
year relevance in the current, pass-happy 
NEL than having a star quarterback. 

Tom Brady, New England’s future Hall 


34 


of Famer, developed 
from good to great over 
the first few years of 
his career. Since then, 
the cogs around him 
have changed, Whether 
the offense is running 
through Deion Branch, 
Corey Dillon, Rob 
Gronkowski or Julian 
Edelman, the one 
constant is Brady. 
You see simil 


r le: 


sons from Brady's best 
quarterback contempo- 
raries, Peyton Manning 
in the AFC South was 


to 10-plus wi 
the playoffs. When 
Ben Roethlisberger has 
started for the Steelers, they're 69 games 
over .500. Aaron Rodgers and the Packers 
are 48 games over 500. Having Drew 
Brees is an annual reason that the Saints 
are on the fringes of the playoffs despite 
fielding perhaps the worst defense in the 
NFL over the last five years. Russell Wil- 
son and a good defense have made Seattle 
one of the surest bets for 10 wins in the 
NFL today despite the worst offensive line 
in the league. 

NFL teams can win without a great 
quarterback. Great quarterbacks can falter 
ina one-game sample. But over a long pe- 
riod of time, nothing is a better barometer 
of consistent winning than having one. 


‘The classic problem an NFL team has 
is believing they are one player away from 
a championship. One draft pick can swing 
awhole franchise, but the odds of that 
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Stop one to NFL dominan 
* it scems solf-vident, but no dynasty has existed without one, 


\equire a superstar under center, Yes, 


happening over the long haul are pretty 
rare, Atlanta trading up for Julio Jones in 
the draft, for instance, was an exception 
rather than a likely outcome. 

While some teams — such as San 
Francisco in the Jim Harbaugh era — have 
emulated Bill Belichick’s aggressive strat 
gy of trading down in the draft, nobody is 
as good at it as the master. One Grantland 
article in 2015 noted that Belichick had 
made 48 trades in his New England tenure 
solely involving draft picks. One way to 
determine the value of draft picks is a 
chart from pro-football-reference.com that 
measures the average “AV,” or approximate 
value, the pick has over five seasons. By 
that measure — as the Grantland story 
notes — Belichick added 80.6 points 
in AV to the Patriots with those trades, 

a number that is equivalent to the first 
overall pick, second overall pick, and nine- 
teenth overall pick put together. 


= 


And over the last two drafts, the 
trend continued. Belichick found a 
fourth-rounder in the 2017 draft by 
giving away a fifth-rounder in 2016. In 
2015, the Pats added fourth-, fifth- and 
seventh-rounders from the Browns for a 
third and a seventh. By taking advantage 
of over-confident bets from other teams, 
the Patriots come out ahead. 

3) Rehabilitating players for the 
compensation picks 

As of 2016, New England has made 31 
compensatory picks under Belichick. To 
explain compensation picks briefly: They 
are part of a competitive balance measure 
to compensate teams that lose free agents 
with picks. They are awarded based on a 
complicated formula that the NFL hasn't 
made public, but they mostly involve 
players leaving during free agency and the 
dollar amounts that they get. That creates 
an interesting cycle for New England. 

‘The Patriots lost some free agents in 
the 2015 offseason. Darrelle Revis left, 
as did long-time Patriots Stevan Ridley, 
Shane Vereen and Vince Wilfork. But the 
Pats also made a couple of pick-for-player 
and pick trades during the 2014 season. 
One of those was for linebacker Jonathan 
Casillas, and another was for linebacker 
Akeem Ayers, The Pats got four sacks out 
of Ayers after the Titans had left him for 
dead, then immediately let him walk as a 
free agent. Ayers’ redemption season cost 
the Pats almost nothing, and he was part 
of the exodus that allowed New England 
four extra picks in the 2016 draft. 

‘The Patriots often take on these sorts of 
rehab projects based on pure athleticism 
and see what happens. They acquired a 
pair of former second-round picks last 
season — linebacker Kyle Van Noy and 
corner Eric Rowe — for basically nothing, 
If the Pats only get sub-standard play, well, 
compensation picks make it a win-win 
chance for them. If they happen to run 
into a breakout star while giving the for- 
mer hot prospects a chance — something 
like what happened with Dion Lewis in 
2015 — all the better. 

4) Excellence on special teams 

Football Outsiders uses a statistic 
called DVOA — Defense-Adjusted Value 
Over Average — that basically offers a 
schedule-adjusted measurement of how 
far above average a unit is. DVOA splits 
into three sections: offense, defense and 
special teams. Under Belichick, the Patri- 
ots have finished in the top 10 in special 
teams DVOA in every season since 2010. 
They've been above average at special 
teams in every single year of Belichick’s 
tenure. 


Akeem Ayers is but one of many reasonably priced castoffs who have helped the 
Patriots maintain their excellence in the Bill Belichick era. 


While special teams are largely over- 
looked by football fans because of the 
relative lack of impact the kicking game 
has compared to offense and defense, they 
absolutely matter, On kickoffs and in punt 
coverage, the Patriots made up so many 
points off of field position in 2016 that 

it didn’t even matter that they endured 

the worst season of Stephen Gostkows- 
kis career on field goals and extra point 
attempts. The unit as a whole was making 
the difference in close games on a weekly 
basis, giving the Pats just another little 
edge on the competition. 

5) Taking advantage of the win-now 
window 

And, finally, one edge the Patriots have 
over every other team in the league is that 
they are the only team in the NFL that 
seems to both a) have a win-now mindset 
that appeals to veterans and b) still em- 
braces the talent so much that it’s willing 
to integrate a few eccentric personalities. 
Simply put, the Patriots are where players 
go when they're sick of their careers being 
about pointless stat accumulation and 
want to get serious about winning. That is 
the brand that the Patriots have built over 
the years. 

‘The best example of this is probably 
Randy Moss, a future Hall of Famer 
whom New England acquired for a 
fourth-round pick after he wore out his 
welcome in Oakland. Moss helped the 
New England offense set records and 
brought his play up to the level he was 
always capable of after a few lackadaisical 
years with the Raiders. 

Last year’s example was Martellus 
Bennett, the former Bears star tight end 


who can both catch and block, Acquiring 
him gave the Patriots the same kind of 
dynamic two-tight-end set they had in 

the early 2010s, before we all learned who 
Aaron Hernandez really was. Bennett 

had a decent season for the Patriots on 
paper, reeling in 55 catches for 701 yards 
and seven scores. But he was limited by a 
bum ankle and had problems blocking and 
pushing off all year. 

Bennett, of course, was perceived as an 
“attitude problem” by the no-nonsense 
Bears staff. The Patriots acquired him by 
swapping the 127th overall pick for the 
204th overall pick. Even though it didn’t 
work out as ideally as it appeared on paper, 
the Pats covered for another devastating 
Rob Gronkowski injury, and Bennett 
caught five balls in the Super Bowl. 

To be clear, sometimes this doesn’t work 
out, and the Patriots wind up with Chad 
Ochocinco, but that doesn’t stop them 
from taking a small risk that could poten- 
tially improve the team. The worst-case 
scenario is that they are out a lower-round 
draft pick. 

Revis, Dillon, Rodney Harrison, Junior 
Seau, Chris Long, LeGarrette Blount — 
the names could roll on, Teams that are 
this good often get very arrogant about 
their evaluations. They don’t want to mess 
up team chemistry, and they assume that 
available players are unwanted for a good 
reason. The Patriots didn’t care about 
Bennett's or Moss’ potential for sulking, or 
about Harrison's and Seau’s advanced age. 
‘They simply saw opportunities to pick up 
the kind of player normally unavailable to 
them and pounced all over them before 
anyone else did. 
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f ar run and ay from the game while he could still, 
Aaron Rodgers was already planning for life after football. _ well, walk. Then it would be on to other pursuits — documentary 
He'd led the Green Bay Packers to their first Super Bowl fi g, charity work, coaching high school kids, relaunching 
title on his watch — the first of what would be multiple 
NFL titles, he wholeheartedly believed — in 2010, stand- 
tory podium at the ripe old age of 27. The ; : 
igured it, another nine, 10 seasons tops would be enough. his dicta couple of yeare deeteaiiring he Aldine his 
ing to be a lifer, having entered the league as a health and his long-term football-p! 
ig an excruciatingly 
en room during his freefall at the 200 
year apprenticeship on the s 
en after all that wa 3 ertain he yptonite — and removing lactose from his diet, much to the 
could carve out a Pro Football Hall of Fame legacy during « chagrin of some in the Dairy State 
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Meanwhile, Rodgers hearkened back to the three years he 
spent as Hall of Famer Brett Favre’s understudy from 2005-07, 
watching as the iconic quarterback struggled with a changing 
locker room that was growing younger and younger as he got 
older and grayer. 

Rodgers was there during that surreal summer of 2008 when 
Favre's 16-year run as the face of the franchise ended with an 
acrimonious divorce and awkward transition to Rodgers. Favre, 
whol announced his retirement that spring after years of will-he- 
or-won't-he drama, went on to play three more NFL seasons (one 
with the New York Jets, two with the rival Minnesota Vikings) 
before retiring after the 2010 season, at age 41. 

From watching all that unfold, Rodgers learned two lessons 
that he believes are more important now, at age 33, than ever be~ 
fore: Find a way to stay relevant and connected to the youngsters 
who enter your locker room each year, and do everything you can 
to make sure your employer never has a reason to give your job to 
somebody else. 

“T think as you get older and you see a lot of your friends move 
on, retire, get cut, get injured and stop playing, you have that 
point where you think about your own career and how long you 
can go,” says Rodgers, who will be entering his 13th year in the 
NFL and 10th as the Packers’ starting quarterback. “And for me, 
I got even more motivated to be an irreplaceable part of our team, 
And in doing that, | also think I started to really have a greater 
awareness of my surroundings and enjoy the little things more 
— the preparation, the meetings, the practice, And when you're 
loving those things, the game is really icing on the cake for you. 

“{ love to compete and love to play. So for me, it was a natural 
progression to enjoy it even more and to want to play it as long as 
Ican ata high level.” 

To that end, Rodgers significantly altered his diet. The same 
guy who used to proudly walk into In-N-Out Burger and order 
his off-the-menu “double-double animal style” usual, abruptly 
reduced his red-meat intake. The same guy whold been photo- 
graphed with his then-girlfriend, actress Olivia Munn, at the 
2016 Academy Awards munching on Girl Scout cookies didn't 
place an order this year, While he may not have his own cook- 
book like Brady does, 
and he isn't extolling 
the virtues of avocado 


ice cream, Rodgers is 
definitely following the 
Patriots quarterback’s 
lead in the kitchen, 
“For sure. Tom takes 
really, really good care 
of his body — and has 
for a long time — and 
he understands what 
it takes to get that 
longevity,” Rodgers says 
of Brady, who'll turn 
40 on Aug, 3 and just 
engineered the greatest 
comeback in Super Bowl 
history in February. 
“What I tease him 
about — and actually 
applaud him for —is, 
it seems like the older 
he’s gotten, the more 
athletic he’s gotten. He 


had a 15-yard run in the Super Bow! for a first down; he’s actu- 
ally moved in the pocket more and made more plays out of the 
pocket, which has added another dimension to his game, which 
obviously helped him a lot [last] season. Down the stretch of [the 
Super Bowl], he was able to keep plays alive and move and make 
accurate throws.” 

That has long been a key part of Rodgers’ game — his impro- 
visational keep-the-play-alive ability with his legs is one of his 
best traits — and must remain so in order for him to play at the 
level he demands. Thus, making sure his legs don't fail him is vital 
— not because he wants to be a running quarterback into his 40s, 
but because he wants to be able to extend plays in order to make 
big-play throws. 

Asked if he believes Rodgers can play into his 40s, Packers 
coach Mike McCarthy's reply is as quick as a Rodgers releas 
mean mentally and physically, clearly yes. He has that ability. I 
think there’s no question there. But I think all positions in foot- 
ball are the same. It’s their legs. You watch a player — and it's no 
different with quarterbacks — as long as they have their legs, they 
can compete at that level. 

“Just with anything in life, the more education, the more 
[information] that’s available to you. If you do have good fortune 
and good health and you're able to keep playing at a high level, I 
think these guys will play a lot longer than the generation before 
them.” 

But for Rodgers, altering his dict and workout regimen to 
increase his longevity is only half the equation. Being able to play 
into your 40s is of no value if you don't actually want to still play, 
so rediscovering his passion for the game — while simultaneously 
seeing so many of his longtime teammates depart — has been 
just as important. 

“Football has become even more fun for me,” Rodgers says. 
“And I think it’s a slight change that happened the last few years, 
where it really has become just a love affair, [It’s gone] from a 
game I always enjoyed playing and enjoyed competing and am 


hyper competitive in, to just really loving the process even more 
— the practice, the preparation, just enjoying those moments 
even more. 
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“And that has kind of given me the idea that, “This 
is what I want to do. I love football, and I want to keep 
playing as long as possible.’ When you have that kind of 
slight shift in your thinking, then you start going to, ‘How 
can I do that?’ And the way you can do that in my opinion 
is taking care of yourself at a hyper-sensitive level to all the 
areas that that entails — the rehab area, the eating area, 
the workout/focus area. And all those combined has kind 
of given me the idea that I'd like to keep playing at a high 
level. And [as a result] it’s as fun as it is right now.” 

Teammates who've been with Rodgers the longest 
— remarkably, only six players remain from that Super 
Bowl XLV-winning team of 2010, including Rodgers 
— say that despite all the love-of-the-game talk, what 
remains Rodgers’ most driving on-field motivation is his 
ultra-competitive personality, which extends beyond just 
football. 

“His competitive nature, it’s hard to match that. I think 
all of us in this building have that fire and that compe- 
tition in us, but he definitely leads that charge,” kicker 
Mason Crosby, Rodgers’ teammate since 2007, said during 
the 2016 season. “Especially through this season, the 
ups and downs we've had, his competitive fire has been a 
confidence-builder for a lot of guys in here.” 

‘Adds wide receiver Jordy Nelson, who joined the 
ers in 2008 and is one of Rodgers’ closest remaining 
Rodgers’ competitive fire] is the 
cen — on little things. From cards 


Pac 


friends on the team: 


most intense I've eve: 
to games to a water balloon fight at the dorms [during 
training camp], he’s always trying to one-up someone 


els 


And perhaps that’s part of the equation, too, though 
Rodgers might be loath to admit it. Though pained by 
nured 
ker A.J. Hawk to fullback John 
Kuhn to wide receiver James Jones — Rodgers might also 
be just competitive enough to want to make sure his career 
in Green Bay doesn’t end the way Favre's did. If he can de- 
liver another title or two to Titletown — and leave on his 
y in Green Bay just might surpass 


teammates — from lin¢ 


own terms — hi: 
that of 

Of course, for now, Rod 
and making sure h 
game day but every day 

“With AJ. getting released [after the 2014 season] and 
John Kuhn moving on [after 2015], and James Jones not 
coming back, [that’s] a lot of close friends that I still keep 
in contact with very regularly moving on. I think that 
starts to make you think about your own duration and 
career and how long you want to play. 

“I think part of it is, the pressure of practice is way less 
for me. Obviously, I want to go out and perform every day 
and make the plays that I know I can make so I have good 
images for when I'm on the field. But as a young player, 
you put so much into those reps, and it’s not quite as fun 
because every play is so important to you. 

“When that kind of goes away and you're an established 
player and you can start working on little things within 
plays, within segments of practice, everything becomes a 
lot more enjoyable because it becomes a chess match out 
there, not only with the defense that you're seeing but with 
yourself, on what you can show yourself you can do and 
then what you can do to the guys you are playing against.” 


prede 
zers is simply focused on 2017 
very moment, not just on 


NEARING 


THE 


Two thoughts ran through Mike 
McCarthy's mind while he watched 
Super Bowl LI, as the New En- 
gland Patriots staged a comeback 
for the ages to win their fifth NFL 
title. 

Ever the competitor, the Green 
Bay Packers coach couldn't help 
but think his team could have 
been there, despite its poor 
showing in its NFC Championship 
Game loss to the Atlanta Falcons. 
But his other thought was one of 
pure respect and admiration for 
what a 39-year-old Tom Brady did 
as the Patriots turned a 28-3 defi- 
cit into a 34-28 overtime victory. 

So when someone asked about 
Brady’s plans to play into his 40s, 
McCarthy made it clear he was 
among the believers. 

“You can only go by what's on 
film. And based on his last game, 
he will accomplish that. | would 
bet on that,” McCarthy said during 
the NFC coaches breakfast at the 
annual NFL Meetings in Phoenix 
in March. “But there's a lot of 
factors that go into that. | think 
you have to give these athletes 
an incredible amount of credit for 
what they're doing. With the rest 
and recovery and nutrition, | think 
you're now seeing the decade of 
what it's provided. It’s provided for 
guys to play longer, especially at 
that position.” 

Ask your average NFL fan to 
name the best quarterbacks in 
the game today, and you're likely 
to hear many of the same names. 
over and over. Brady. Aaron Rod- 
gers. Drew Brees. Ben Roeth- 
lisberger. Philip Rivers. Carson 
Palmer. 

Obviously, Atlanta's Matt Ryan, 
the reigning NFL MVP, is part of 
that discussion. Carolina's Cam 
Newton (the 2015 MVP), Seattle's 
Russell Wilson, Detroit's Matthew 
Stafford, Indianapolis Andrew 
Luck and Oakland's Derek Carr 
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are, too. And young up-and-com- 
ers such as Tampa Bay's Jameis 
Winston, Dallas’ Dak Prescott and 
Tennessee's Marcus Mariota are 
trending upward. They appear to 
be the next generation of stars at 
the position. 

The NFL surely hopes so, for 
despite Brady's long-term plans, 
the harsh reality for the league 
is that many of its biggest-name 
signal callers are much closer to 
the end of their careers than the 
beginning. In the next three to four 
years, Brady, Brees, Roethlisberg- 
er, Rivers and Palmer are all likely 
to retire. 

In April, another household 
name, Dallas’ Tony Romo, decided 
against continuing his playing, 
career elsewhere and took a tele- 
vision job with CBS, where he'll be 
on the network's No. 1 broadcast 
team. Romo, 37, opened the 2016 
season as the Cowboys’ starter 
but was usurped by Prescott after 
@ preseason back injury. He said 
in announcing his retirement that 
his injuries and his family factored 
into his decision, emphasizing that 
he believed he could have contin- 
ued his playing career. 

“I could play tomorrow,” Romo 
said. “I'm making this decision 
with the choice to be able to play 
as well, Do! envision coming back 
and playing football? Absolutely 
not. I'm committed to CBS for 
good. Do | think I'm going to get 
some calls? I'm sure | will.” 

So with Romo retired, who's 
next? Of the six best-known mem- 
bers of the NFL's 35-and-over 
quarterback club, who'll hang up 
his cleats the soonest? Here's a 
look at each of these QBs as the 
2017 season approaches. 

Carson Palmer, Arizona Cardi- 
nals 
14th NFL season 
Opening-day age: 37 
Palmer already retired once — 


a 
= 


sort of. That was after the 2010 season, 
when he was fed up with the Cincinnati 
Bengals’ annual struggles and decided to 
walk away — or, at least, force the Ben- 
gals’ hand. He was ultimately dealt to the 
Oakland Raiders, then subsequently to Ari- 
zona, where he’s had a career renaissance 
under coach Bruce Arians. He's had two 
major knee surgeries — having torn the 
anterior cruciate ligament in his left knee 
in 2005 and again in 2013 — but stayed 
healthy in 2016, allowing the Cardinals to 
move forward with him as their starter. 

That said, Arians made it clear this 
spring that it’s important to have Palmer's 
heir at the ready, especially after the Car- 
dinals were unprepared for Kurt Warner's 
retirement after the 2009 season, a year 
earlier than the team had anticipated. 

“| don’t want that to happen to the or- 
ganization again,” Arians says. “I wouldn't 
say this is Carson’s last year, Just like 
Brady is saying he wants to play five more 
years, | think Carson, it will be hard for 
him to say, ‘I'm done,’ He's still healthy,” 
Drew Brees, New Orleans Saints 
17th NFL season Opening-day age: 38 

Brees, who has led the NFL in passing 
yardage in five of the past six seasons, 
has given no indication that he plans to 
call it quits anytime soon, and why should 
he? While the Saints have struggled in the 
seven seasons since winning the Super 
Bowl after the 2009 season, Brees remains 
atop his game, Last season, he led the 
NFL in completions (471), attempts (673) 
and yards (5,208). 

“\'m playing year to year, and creating 
‘a sense of urgency each year because | 
want to come here with the Vince Lom- 
bardi Trophy again,” Brees said on Ellen 
DeGeneres’ talk show after the season. “| 
don't plan on going anywhere for a while, 
but | do also want to value each and every 
year. And it doesn't really matter what my 
contract looks like to me, whether it’s tong 
term or short term, because to me, | have 
to prove myself each and every year, prove 
that I'm the guy to quarterback that team 
and to lead that team and to help us win a 
championship. 

“Eventually, | just want to go out on my 
terms, and when | do, it’s just going to be 
to step into the next chapter of my life, 
which Is going to be all about my family 
and coaching my kids.” 

Eli Manning, New York Giants 
14th NFL season Opening-day age: 36 

Manning has never given any indica- 
tion that he’s contemplating retirement, 
and with his older brother Peyton having, 
retired just shy of his 40th birthday, there’s 
no reason to believe Eli is thinking of 
walking away before then. The younger 
Manning did admit, though, that when the 
Giants made the playoffs last season after 


a four-year post-Super 
Bowl drought, he found 
himself appreciating the 
postseason berth more 
than he had previous 
‘ones, knowing that time is 
of the essence. 

“You can get spoiled 
early in your career when 
four years in a row you 
make the playoffs and 
you assume that’s kind of 
the norm,” Eli said before 
the Giants’ wild card loss 
to the Packers. “You play 
long enough, you realize it 
is special to be in conten- 
tion to make the playoffs. 
... You appreciate the wins 
and appreciate how hard 
itis and you want to take 
advantage of it.” 

Philip Rivers, 

Los Angeles Chargers 
14th NFL season 
Opening-day age: 35 

Like Manning, who was 
in the same 2004 NFL 
Draft, Rivers hasn't said 
anything about consider- 
ing retirement — at least, 
not lately. He did think 
about it following an injury-plagued 2014 
season, but then he signed a four-year 
contract extension. “Physically, | didn’t 
know if! was going to play,” Rivers says of 
those retirement thoughts that offseason. 
“| mean really, physically, | was like, 'l may. 
not even play football anymore,” 

Now, Rivers’ biggest concern is the 
Chargers’ move north from San Diego. 
Rivers and his large family had intended to 
make their post-football home in the San 
Diego area, he but hasn't said anything 
about the franchise's move hastening his 
retirement timeline. 

Tom Brady, New England Patriots 
18th NFL season Opening-day age: 40 

After he went from the 199th overall 
pick in the 2000 NFL Draft to arguably the 
greatest quarterback in the history of the 
game, who are we to doubt that Brady can 
play the five or six more seasons that he 
thinks he can play? 

“I'd like to play until my mid-40s,” Brady 
told Sports Illustrated's Peter King. “Then 
I'l make a decision. If I’m still feeling like 
I'm feeling today, who knows? Now, those 
things can always change. You do need 
long-term goals too. | know next year is 
not going to be my last year,” 

Ifanyone can deliver on such a plan, it's 
Brady. He has become fanatical about his 
diet, his workout regimen and his passion 
for the game. “Football to me is more than 
just a sport, It has become my life,” Brady 


EL! MANNING 


told King. “Every choice that | make ... 
what | have for breakfast, how | work out, 
all of those things. | love the game. | love 
playing.” 

Ben Roethlisberger, Pittsburgh Steelers 
14th NFL season Opening-day age: 35 

There's an old adage in the NFL that 
once you start talking about retirement, 
you might as well just retire. Roethlisberg- 
er opened that Pandora's box this offsea- 
son, and while his hemming and hawing 
hasn't reached Brett Favre-ian proportions 
—at least not yet — he'd better prepare 
himself for an annual retirement watch. 

Of course, not only did Favre go on to play 
five more seasons with the Packers after 
dropping his first retirement hints after a 
season-ending loss in the 2002 NFC Play- 
offs, but he also played three more NFL 
seasons elsewhere before finally walking 
away at age 41, 

Nevertheless, Steelers coach Mike Tom- 
lin cautioned that the team had to take its 
quarterback seriously after Roethlisberger 
said on his weekly radio spot on Pitts- 
burgh’s 93.7 The Fan that he was "going to 
take this offseason to evaluate, to consider 
all options. To consider health and family 
and things like that, and just kind of take 
some time away to evaluate next season, if 
there's going to be a next season.” 

The guess here is that Roethlisberger 
isn't anywhere near as close to retirement 
as he made it sound after the Steelers’ 
playoff exit. 
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Terrific Trio 


Adding Brandon Marshall gives the Giants three potent receiving weapons for 
the home stretch of Eli Manning's career 


or nearly a decade now the Giants 

have been talking about a “Big 

Three” at wide receiver. It started 

back when they had Plaxico 
Burress, Amani Toomer and a young Steve 
Smith early in Eli Manning's career, and 
continued through the Hakeem Nicks and 
Victor Cruz eras. 

Always, it seems, they've had two stellar 
receivers joined by a third one filled with 
promise. 

And year after year, it just never seemed 
to work out. 

It didn’t work out last season, either, be- 


cause it was clear that after two surgeri 
and approaching age 30, Cruz just wasn't 
the receiver he once was. So the Giants 
revised their expectations and headed into 
the offseason content with their dynamic 
duo, They were thrilled with All-Pro Odell 
Beckham, obviously, and encouraged by 
the rookie season that Sterling Shepard 
had. They just weren't sure they'd be able 
find a good enough receiver to turn their 
twosome into a trio. 

“And then, all of a sudden,” Giants 
co-owner John Mara says, “he becomes 
available.” 
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BY RALPH VACCHIANO 


The gift came on March 2 when 
Brandon Marshall was released by the 
Jets, widening the eyes of the Giants’ 
front office and springing their phones 
into action. In every way, Marshall was 
the perfect fit — an experienced veteran, 
skilled in handling the New York media, 
mature enough to mentor a young and 
impressionable receiving corps, and with 
good enough skills that as recently as two 
years ago (2015) he had 109 catches for 
1,502 yards and 14 touchdowns. 

Maybe most important, he’s big — 6'4", 
230, the kind of huge target that Eli Man- 


Beckham: Al Bello/G 
Shepard: Jim Mclsaac/| 


ning hasn't had since the 6'5" Burress was 
helping him win Super Bowl XLII. 

“T’ve seen film of Eli and Plaxico, but 
in my mind that didn’t factor into this 
decision,” Giants coach Ben McAdoo says. 
“It’s a different player, a different time. 
But there are a lot of advantages to having 
a bigger receiver on the outside. You can 
throw it up, especially with someone like 
Brandon with his strength and his catch 
radius. He almost didn't fit through my 
doorway when he came into the building. 
He’ a big man. He's like a tight end body 
out there — a big, strong man. 

“There’s a lot of value in that.” 

‘That's exactly what the Giants are 
counting on as they head into the 
home stretch of Manning's career. Their 
franchise quarterback is 36 years old and 
signed for three more seasons. The Giants, 
coming off an 11-5 season and a return 
to the playoffs, with a top-10 defense and 
one of the most exciting receivers in the 
NFL (Beckham), believe they've got near- 
ly enough talent to win at least one more 
Super Bowl before the Manning Era ends. 

But they know something is missing 
— which was clear last season when what 
had been a top-10 offense slipped to 25th 
in the league and never once scored more 
30 points in a single game. Some of that 
was the porous offensive line. Some of it 
was their struggling running game. 

But some of it was a lack of options in 
the passing game. Beckham was his usual 
stellar self with 101 catches, 1,367 yards 
and 10 touchdowns. Too often, though, 
he was the only reliable option. Shepard 
was more of a possession receiver than a 
dynamic presence in the slot (65-683-8), 
and Cruz was a shell of his old self and 
miscast as an outside receiver. He caught 
just 39 passes for 586 yards and one 
touchdown and showed no ability to get 
open consistently. 

Marshall, perhaps by his sheer size 
alone, should never have that problem. 

“(Big receivers) can be open when 
they're not really open,” Manning says. 
“You don't want to get into a habit — it's 
not a jump ball — but you can throw him 
open. He's been in lots of offenses and he 
gets open a lot of different ways. He's very 
disciplined in his route-running and un- 
derstanding concepts. I think he’ll be good 
for that receiver room and in our locker 
room, having that veteran presence.” 

‘The veteran presence is another reason 
why the Giants believe the 33-year-old 
Marshall will provide instant improve- 
ment. Beckham, still only 24 years old, has 
been often criticized for his immaturity, 
for his lack of ability to stay under control 


on the field, and for his propensity to let 
things bubble over off the field — like 
when he punched a hole in a wall outside 
the interview room in Lambeau Field af- 
ter the Giants’ playoff loss to the Packers. 

‘The whole playoff experience, actually, 
was a textbook display of Beckham's issues 
at this point in his career. 

He kicked off the week by joining his 
fellow receivers 
ona day-off fight 
to Miami where 
they partied ona 
boat and then went 
clubbing (docu- 
menting the whole 
thing on social 
media, of course). 
Midweek, while 
trying to downplay 
the boat trip, he put 
ona mask in the 
locker room during 
the media interview 
period and began 
doing wrestling 
moves and poses for 
the TV cameras. 

‘Then, after a 
week of “look at 
me” histrionics, he had three huge drops in 
his first playoff game, including one in the 
end zone, and he finished with just four 
catches for 28 yards — all of which led to 
his fist going through the Lambeau wall. 

A day later, Giants general manager 
Jerry Reese talked about how this offsea~ 
son would be a good time for Beckham to 
“prow up.” 

Marshall, who had his own maturity 
issues early in his career, has actually 
spoken to Beckham at times over the last 
few years, offering to counsel him about 
the perils of handling all the attention and 
fame. 

Being a counselor or mentor wasn't the 
primary reason the Giants signed Mar- 
shall. After all, as co-owner Steve Tisch 
says: “[Beckham's] not a problem child. 
He's a work in progress.” 

But outside of Manning, Beckham is 
probably the best and most important 
player on the Giants. So they'll do any- 
thing they can do to help him. 

“We've got to remember that Odell is, 
what, 23, 24 years old?” Marshall says. “We 
all have our own journey. He's the ultimate 
competitor. So I want him to stay exactly 
where he’s at. 

“Sometimes it’s easy for us as wide 
receivers and football players to cross that 
line, but he'll grow. The type of guy Odell 
is, he's a sponge. And he really wants to 


learn from different people and pull from 
different people. I'm sure that he’s going to 
use me when he needs to, and he’s going 
to pull from my experiences, both good 
and bad. I'm excited to see him take it 
to another level. This kid isn't even in his 
prime yet and he’s a monster.” 

‘The Giants believe Shepard has 
“monster” potential too — certainly the 


“We've got to remember that 
Odell is, what, 23, 24 years old? 
We all have our own journey. 
He’s the ultimate competitor. So 
I want him to stay exactly where 


he’s at. Sometimes it's easy for 
us as wide receivers and foot- 
hall players to cross that line, 
but he'll grow.” 


— Brandon Marshall 


potential to surpass the 10.5 yards per 
catch he averaged last season. And now, 
adding Marshall with his huge size, long 
arms and ability to provide the biggest 
target Manning has had in years ... 

Once again, if everything falls into 
place as expected — from Beckham's 
maturity to Shepard's potential to the 
talent Marshall brings — the Giants are 
envisioning a three-headed monster that 
will be difficult for defenses to stop. After 
years of searching, Marshalll could be the 
missing piece. 

“J just think that there is a lot of 
opportunity on the other side of Odell,” 
Marshall says. “Obviously every team tries 
to take out Odell. (I can) help out the 
offense, the quarterback, to be able to keep 
defensive coordinators and the opposing 
defense honest. I think there is a lot of 
opportunity to definitely produce, given 
that Odell is on the other side.” 

“(Signing Marshall) was a spark to the 
entire organization, getting a player of that 
caliber,” Mara says. “I think that's really 
going to help us. He's got a great attitude 
and he wants to win and I think he'll be a 
good influence in the receiver room.” 

“He's a talented guy and I think he'll 
be a great leader of this team and a great 
playmaker, and he'll give us another weap- 
on,” Manning says. “You're always excited 
about that.” 
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n the midst of the final game 
of yet another trying, difficult 
ason, Joe Thomas gave himself 
couple of seconds to stretch his 
back in between plays. It was 
ber 2013 and, as the Browns’ veteran left 
tackle described it, a “meaningless” game 
against the team’s top rival, Pittsburgh, 
which was similarly out of the playoff 
picture, to cap his seventh season with the 
Browns. An hour or so separated ‘Thomas 
from a month of R&R — “Other people 
call it the playoffs, but I call it the all-star 
break,” he jokingly says — before his sev- 
enth consecutive Pro Bowl appearance. 

‘Thomas, who was dealing with back 
spasms at the time, lifted his leg across the 
other, placing his ankle atop the oppo- 
site knee. He bent down with force, too 
much of it, and heard the kind of “pop” an 
athlete never wants to hear come from his 
knee. 

“[ knew something bad had happened,” 
‘Thomas says. “I could kind of walk and it 


late Decem- 


Browns tackle Joe Thomas has been a rock 
of stability for an unstable franchise 


felt OK to stand on it and then I said, ‘All 
right, I guess I'll play this play and play 

it like I normally do.’ At that point you're 
probably not going to make it worse. It is 
what it is.” 


yed the rest of the game, a 
ss that capped Rob Chudzinski’s 
first and only season as Browns h 
coach. An MRI shortly thereafter revealed 
that Thomas had a Grade 2 tear in his 
LCL, an injury that would have kept him 
sidelined for four to six weeks if the season 
had continued. 


More than three years later, it’s a 
that Thomas relays with plenty of 
after lunch inside the Browns facility in 
suburban Cleveland. Ten years and 10 Pro 
Bowls after his pro career began, Thomas 
is still a cornerstone piece of the team that 
drafted him. He's come close — torn LCL 
close — but he still hasn't missed a single 
snap since his NFL debut. 

He'll enter his 11th season riding an 
NFL-best streak of 9,934 consecutive 
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snaps with a chance to hit 10,000 in 
Cleveland's season opener. 

“You don't let your mind tell you that 
n't do that because your mind tells 
you a lot of times in any game, ‘I can't do 
it anymore,”’Thomas says. “You've got to 
push through it and kind of block out that 
part of your mind that says you can't do it 
anymore. 

“You get a lot of times when your limbs 
kind of go numb and they start tingling or 
you get a little stinger or your knee feels 
twisted up and messed up. You always 
think, ‘I've got 30 seconds to make this 
thing feel better,’ and by the time the next 
play starts you usually forget about it. 
‘That's kind of carried over for the rest of 
my career.” 

“Thomas has literally given everything 
he can to the Browns and believes he has 
even more to give entering the second 
decade of his professional career. At 32, 
he’s the oldest player on one of the NFL's 
youngest rosters, but he continues to play 


you 


Peter Bro 


at a level that is en- 
vied and respected 
around the league. 
Though Thomas 
has been the subject 
of external trade ru- 
mors over the past 
two years, Browns 
coach Hue Jackson 
— the sixth head 
coach of Thomas’ 
career — has made 
it clear how valued 
‘Thomas is inside 
the locker room, on 
the field and everywhere in between. 

“That’s not happening, or I'm going 
with him, OK?” Jackson said during the 
latter stages of Cleveland's 2016 season, a 
npaign. “I guarantee you that. I'm 
going with him. No, Joe Thomas means 
too much to this organization and to this 
football team. As I said to everybody, I 
want us to do right by him. Right by that 
is let's go get this man some wins. He 
deserves that.” 

‘The closest Thomas came to the playoffs 
was his rookie season in 2007. The Browns 
posted their best record since 1994, going 
10-6 on the shoulders of an unexpectedly 
prolific passing offense, but they came up 
one win short of a trip to the postseason. 
Since then, the Browns have averaged 4.2 
wins per season. 

Change has surrounded ‘Thomas since 
he moved to Cleveland, but he’s prided 
himself on being an outlier of stability, 
Even if the opportunity were to present 
itself, Thomas, a father of three and full- 
time Cleveland resident, couldn't envision 
playing anywhere else. 

“{ place a high value on building a 
champion and being a part of the process 
of winning a championship,” Thomas says. 
“To me, it’s all about the process, and the 
championship is just sort of the end of 
that process. I think if you just skip for- 
ward to the end, it doesn’t mean as much. 
‘Hey, I got a Super Bowl ring, but I was 
there for a month or a year. I wasn't part of 
the building. I was just sort of a bit player 
at the end of it.’To me, it just wouldn't 
mean almost anything. 

“T've always taken pride in being there 
when the hard work was being done. For 
me, that means turning this franchise 
that hasn't even made a playoff in 10-plus 
years into a champion. That would mean 
everything and would be so special.” 

“Thomas has been part of several reboots 
in Cleveland, but he feels like the current 
regime — spearheaded by Jackson, executive 
vice president of football operations Sashi 


"VE ALWAYS TAKEN PRIDE IN 
BEING THERE WHEN THE HARD 
WORK WAS BEING DONE. FOR 
ME, THAT MEANS TURNING THIS 
FRANCHISE THAT HASN'T EVEN 
MADE A PLAYOFF IN 10-PLUS 
YEARS INTO A CHAMPION. THAT 
WOULD MEAN EVERYTHING AND 
WOULD BE SO SPECIAL." 


Joe Thomas 


Brown and chief strategy officer Paul De- 
Podesta — has the team on a path toward 
delivering the results Jackson wants for his 
future Hall of Fame left tackle. Thomas has 
been outspoken about mistakes of the past 
but says the current roster has “the right 
pieces in place,” whether it be promising 
young players like nose tackle Danny 
Shelton, wide receiver Corey Coleman and 
defensive end Myles Garrett or draft assets 
shrewdly acquired in a slew of trades over 
the past year, to ensure he'll never again 
experience another season like 2016. 

“Now it’s just about having that 
patience to let the hard work and the 
planning and the preparation materialize 
for this team,” Thomas says. “I think that’s 
why I'm very optimistic about the future 
of the Browns.” 

And that’s not to say he isn't enjoying 
the present. Even during the hard times of 
2016, Thomas found joy from the endless 
line of young players who surrounded 
him inside the locker room, When the 
team entered its home finale staring down 
history with an 0-14 record, Thomas 
remained a calming, guiding presence. 
When the Browns held on for a mem~ 
orable Christmas Eve victory over the 
Chargers, Thomas let his guard down like 
never before. Tears streamed down his face 
as the celebration swirled around him. 

“] kept telling myself, ‘I shouldn't be 
this happy.'This is not that big of a deal,” 
‘Thomas says. “We just won a game and it 
doesn’t even matter.” 

But that’s the thing, From the very first 
snap of his NFL career to No. 9,934 this 
past January in Pittsburgh to however 
many more lie ahead, ‘Thomas doesn't take 
a single one for granted. 

All those snaps have come at a cost. 
‘Thomas told ESPN in late April that he 
was already experiencing memory loss, 
although he accepts the physical pounding 
asa tolerable price to pay for playing a 
tough game for a high salary. “To be able 
to live the lifestyle and provide for my 
family the way that football has been able 


to do, to me it’s a 
trade-off that I’m. 
willing to accept,” 
‘Thomas says. 

His teammates 
appreciate his 
commitment. “He 
exemplifies, for me, 
just consistency 
and toughness and 
all the things you 
are looking for 
ina player anda 
teammate,” former 
Browns quarterback 
Josh McCown says, “Just the fact that he 
has not missed a snap speaks volumes about 
who he is, because this game is tough. For 
him to do that more than anything, that is 
the thing I am most impressed with. It is 
part of his makeup off the field.” 

Four days into training camp last year, 
‘Thomas stayed on the field for nearly an 
hour after practice working alongside 
rookie Shon Coleman. The third-round 
pick from Auburn had just experienced one 
of his first NFL practices, and his head was 
spinning. Thomas hasn't felt that way in a 
while, but he remembers it all too well. 

‘The scene has been a familiar one 
between Thomas and the team’s younger 
players, no matter the position. Because of 
the ever-changing nature of the Browns’ 
roster, Thomas became a veteran in a hurry, 
lending blocking tips to some, Cleveland 
house-hunting advice to others. Anything 
he could do to help, even though what he 
was doing from his position on the field 
on every snap of every season was more 
than sufficient, 

“That’s kind of been something I was 
born with. I like to help people, whether 
that’s as a left tackle or a guard or off the 
field, it gives me satisfaction,” Thomas says. 
“It’s just kind of carried over, and as I've 
gotten older and understood the position 
more and more, it becomes even more 
enjoyable to me. I feel that’s one of the 
things I can bring to this team,” 

‘Thomas isn’t practicing as much as he 
used to — he receives days of rest in train- 
ing camp and on Wednesdays throughout 
the season — but he's working harder 
than ever. He was a constant presence 
in the Browns’ facility throughout the 
offseason and has embraced a number of 
new workout regimens, most notably yoga, 
to make sure the snaps he piles onto his 
seemingly unbelievable streak are just as 
impactful as the previous 9,934. 

“IFT can, it'd probably be a good idea to 
keep this thing going,” Thomas says, “and 
not go out of the game for any hangnails.” 
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ichael Bumpus, a practice 
squad player elevated to 
the Seahawks roster due to 
injuries, sprinted across the 
end zone, open, on a play he had practiced 
repeatedly that week with the first team. 
He looked to his quarterback, eyes like 
saucers. Matt Hasselbeck not only looked 
toward Bumpus, but also he made eye 
contact with him. Surely he was about to 
zing the ball to Bumpus, who would catch 
it for his first NFL touchdown. 
Tt was a moment every receiver dreams 
about. 
But Hasselbeck didn’t throw the ball. 
He looked away to find another receiver. 
Bumpus kept going across the middle ... 
was his big chance going to disappear? 


As he tells the story now, Bumpus doesnt 
blame Hasselbeck for not throwing it. “I'm 
a free-agent rookie. Who the hell’s this 
guy?” He was only on the field because 
the guys ahead of him had gotten hurt. So 
yeah, Bumpus understands: He had not 
yet earned Hasselbeck’s trust. 

But apparently the receiver Hasselbeck 
looked to next wasn't open, because he 
turned back to Bumpus and slung the ball 
down low between two defenders. Here 
came Bumpus' hero or zero moment. “It 
slowed down,” Bumpus says. “The crowd 
wasn't there. It felt like I could see every 
little ripple on the ball. It looked like a 
movie. Then when you catch it, everything 
speeds back up.” 

“The crowd roared its approval. As Bum- 
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MOMENT 


We've likely long since 
forgotten them [if we 
knew of them at all), but 
these former players will 
remember their solitary 
NFL touchdowns forever 


BY MATT CROSSMAN 


pus says, “It was Seattle, so it was loud as 
heck.” A local boy — Bumpus had attend- 
ed Washington State — had made good. 
Nobody knew it at the time, but that was 
as good as it was going to get for Bumpus. 
It was his first, last and only touchdown in 
the NFL. 

Modest as that stat might be, Bumpus 
still joined an elite, albeit surprisingly 
large, group. A list generated at pro-foot- 


* ball-reference.com shows that 2,418 


players have scored one, and only one, 
touchdown in their NFL career. 

Those men made a solitary trip to the 
end zone and came away with a story they 
could tell, re-tell and tell a to their 
kids, their kids’ friends, their kids’ friends’ 
parents, the guy at the grocery store, ran- 
dom telemarketers, etc. 

‘The men who scored these touchdowns 
are proud of their six-point soirees but 
also look back with self-deprecating hu- 
mor. Their modest careers long ago sanded 
off whatever cocky edge they might have 
played with. To score one touchdown 
is a great honor, but it’s also, in a weird 
way, funny. To score one is both great and 
irrelevant at the same time, like, “how did 
Tend up here, in this end zone, at this 
moment?” 

Who cares, as long as you got there. 
And here’s how they did, as well as what 
happened next. 


erschmidt 
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Bumpus: 


Player: Michael Bumpus, WR, 
Seahawks 

The play: Sept. 21, 2008, 
10-yard reception from 
quarterback Matt Hasselbeck 

“The coolest part was all the 
veterans came by and showed me 
some love,” Bumpus says. “Nate 
Burleson, Deion Branch — the 
receiver corps was really veteran. 
For them to be just as excited as I 
‘was, was pretty cool. They took me 
out that night, and we had a good 
time.” 

After he caught the pass, Bumpus 
did a little dance he and another 
practice squad player had dreamed 
up, pointed at the camera, then 
returned to the sideline. As he sat 
talking to the receivers coach, run- 
ning back Julius Jones approached 
him — carrying the ball. “Julius 
runs up and says, man, you forgot 
something. I stood up and gave him 
a hug. I can’t believe I forgot that ball.” 

Where the ball is now: At his mom's 
house. He carried it around “for at least 
an hour” after the game and then gave it 
to her for safekeeping. “It’s probably only 
moved when I touched it, in eight years,” 
he says. 

A high school football coach and trainer 
now, Bumpus plans to encase the ball and 
give it to his sons when they're older. “Ev- 
ery dad in my town [says], tell me about 
your touchdown. It’s only one touchdown. 
‘They remind me, they didn’t get to do that. 
‘That’s something most dads in America 
want to experience.” 


Player: Sean Lumpkin, DB, Saints 
The play: Sept. 3, 1995, 
47-yard interception return 

Immediately before this play, 49ers quar- 
terback Steve Young left the game and 
was replaced by Elvis Grbac. Lumpkin 
welcomed him by picking off a pass and 
returning it for the first points of New 
Orleans’ 1995 season. 

“As soon as I got it, all I saw was one 
person on the left side,” says Lumpkin, 
who played at the University of Minnesota 
before a five-year NFL career. “I believe 
it was the running back, William Floyd. I 
remember him coming from the left side, 
like a flash. I stepped to the left, bypassed 
him, switched the ball, and then, in my 
mind, I’m like, I’m scoring a touchdown. 

“When I was running to the left, my mo- 
mentum was carrying me. I had to tiptoe 
so I wouldn't step out of bounds. I tiptoed 
down the sidelines into the end zone. I did 
a little tightrope act. I was looking before I 
spiked the ball, hoping they weren't going 


to call me out of bounds. Sure enough, the 
refs got together and called it a touch- 
down. 


“I was really happy. I didn't know what 
else to do, so I just fell on my back. That 
was a big deal. It doesn't happen often. 
When you get it, you want to take it to the 
house. I'm not a wide receiver or a running 
back. They're always scoring touchdowns. 
You score it, enjoy the moment, cherish 
the moment.” 

Where the ball is now: Lumpkin moved 
back to Minnesota from New Orleans, 
and when he unpacked, the ball was 
missing. He thought the movers had sto- 
len it. Finally, after about six months, he 
found it in the last box he looked in. The 
ball usually lives in what he calls his “Big 
Ten room,” a pool room decorated with 
memorabilia from his career. Sometimes 
he takes it with him when he speaks to 
elementary schools. 


Player: Mark Arneson, LB, 
St. Louis Cardinals 
The play: Sept. 9, 1979, 
29-yard fumble return 

When Arneson picked the ball up off of 
the turf at Giants Stadium, he saw noth- 
ing but green between himself and the end 
zone. “There was nobody in front of me, 
so I didn’t have to put any super moves on 
anybody or run anybody over,” he says. 

Arneson says he can’t remember ever 
thinking about scoring a touchdown. And 
you can’t blame him. He had never scored 
a touchdown in college, either. 

When he got to the end zone, he wasn't 
sure what to do. “I didn’t spike it. I didn’t 
think of that. I just kind of put both arms 


up and made a fist. It was kind of goofy, 
really,” Arneson says. “I hadn't practiced 
what my touchdown routine would be.” 

‘The touchdown alone would have made 
ita great day. But it also happened to be 
Arneson’s 30th birthday. His wife had al- 
ready planned a surprise party for him that 
night at the team hotel, and his arrival 
with his first and only NFL touchdown 
ball made the night even better. 

Where the ball is now: On display in 
Arneson's home office, along with eight 
game balls he earned in his NFL career. 


Player: Kurt Knoff, DB, Vikings 
The play: Nov. 9, 1980, 
67-yard interception return 

Knoff had been the high school athlete 
of the year in Minnesota in 1972. He was 
a top-rated safety in college at Kansas but 
tore his ACL in the last game of his senior 
year. The Broncos drafted him anyway, 
and he sat out what would have been his 
rookie season. He eventually was healthy 
enough to play in parts of six seasons 
with two teams, including four with the 
hometown Vikings. 

‘The pick came on a pass by the Lions’ 
Gary Danielson. “It was a good read, I had 
had some knee issues prior to the game. 
The joke was afterwards, when I lumbered 
to the end zone and scored, people were 
joking about taking the piano off of my 
back. I wasn't exactly sprinting. I was 
trying to sprint, but I wasn't moving very 
fast.” 

Where the ball is now: On a shelf in the 
basement of his house. “I can't honestly 
tell you if more than one or two or three 
people other than my wife, kids and I have 
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ever seen it. We don't bring people down 
to the basement. I don't know if I've ever 
even talked about it to somebody else, as 
crazy as that sounds, I should probably 
have it up in the family room on the main 
level of the house, and then the few people 
who do come over to the house, you can 
say, there’s the one and only touchdown I 
ever got. IFT had to guess, I would prob- 
ably say one or two or three people in my 
life have ever asked [if I scored.]” 


Player: A.J. Duhe, LB, Dolphins 
The play: Jan. 23, 1983 
AFC Championship Game, 
35-yard interception return 

In the 118 NFL games Duhe played 
in beside this one, he had four intercep~ 
tions. In this one — known as the Mud 
Bowl because the playing conditions 
were atrocious — he had three. On the 


Oh, 
Canada 


ilt Stegall scored one touch- 
down in his NFL career: a 
12-yard reception on Oct. 11, 


1992. He had four total receptions in 21 
games, all for the Bengals. He had a bit 
more success north of the border — he 
scored more touchdowns than anybody 
in Canadian Football League history 
(147) and he also set the single-season 
mark (23, in 2002). 

He looks back on his visits to the end 
zone in two countries. 

On the NFL touchdown: | still remember: 
it like it was yesterday. We were playing the 
Houston Oilers. We were getting crushed. 
That's why | had the opportunity to play 
receiver — for the most part, | just played 
special teams, Late in the game, they put 
me in. They put in Donald Hollas, who was 
the second- or third-string quarterback at 
the time. We were on the 12-yard line. He 
threw a quick out. | caught the ball, turned 
around, and there was no one there. | 
went in and | dove, and as | dove, two of 
the Oilers actually hit each other, like the 
Keystone Cops, It was on ESPN later on as 
a blooper play. 

| remember the one in the NFL moreso 
than the majority of the ones | scored in 
the CFL, because it’s the NFL. Let's be 
honest: As an American, we don’t dream 
about playing in the CFL. I’m very fortu- 
nate that | got that opportunity. It opened 
up so many doors and did so many things 
for me and my family. But we dream about 


third, as he rushed the quarterback, he 
diagnosed a dump-off pass to a running 
back who was behind him. “I jumped up 
as best I could in those conditions. Look- 
ing at the film, even to this day, I thought, 
I jumped pretty good for an old man with 
muddy feet on a wet surface.” 

He batted the ball for a second before 
seizing control of it. He then waltzed into 
the end zone. 

Where the ball is now: 


house. Over the years he 


in display at his 
let his kids 


play with some of his other NFL balls. In 
fact, some of them have been so used and 
abused that he threw them away. But not 


| 


| MILT STEGALL 


playing in the NFL. | didn’t know about the 
CFL until! went to the CFL. | was all about 
the NFL. The fact | got one touchdown — 
that's going to be stitched in my brain until 
the day | die, 

On the time he almost lost the ball he 
scored with: After my rookie year, | had 
to go back to Miami of Ohio for one more 
semester, [The ball] was in my mother's 
basement for a time. She was moving 
some stuff out of her basement because 
she was about to sell her house. She 
almost got rid of the ball. She almost gave 
it away, 

| remember coming home and saying, 
let me check in the basement and see if | 
have any stuff down there. | had somewhat 
forgot about it. | was like, Oh, this ball is 
down here. Let me keep this ball. 

On the one-touchdown fraternity: Most 
athletes, we're conceited. We have big 
egos. | thought I'd get many more chances 
(to score). But that was it. The fact | did get 
one — how many people can say they had 
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this one. “That's the only one I know its 
whereabouts right now,” he says 

He’s not 100 percent sure it’s the inter- 
ception ball, but he knows it’s from that 
game, at the very least. That’s unmistak- 
able. “I know it’s the Mud Bowl game 
because it’s still got a little mud in the 
You can tell it was a ball played in 


conditions.” 


Player: Ken Schroy, DB, Jets 
The play: Nov. 23, 1980, 
82-yard interception return 
This could not have been a fun game for 
a defensive back: The Oilers had Kenny 


any? The fact | had one, that’s a true honor 
right there. 

Most of us, we weren't supposed to 
make the NFL. Things had to work out in 
our favor. Don’t get me wrong. We worked 
hard. We were great athletes. We weren't 
the best on the team. Out of the 53 guys, 
as they say, we were probably between 50 
and 53. So the fact we got the opportunity 
to score those touchdowns? We'll take 
it any way we can get it. Up by 50, down. 
by 50, somebody fumbles and we have to 
scoop it up and score, regardless of how 
it happened, we were happy to get that 
Opportunity. 

On where the ball is now: If you asked 
me, “OK, can you find it?” It may take me 
an hour or two. | know it’s here in this 
house. But when you have kids, you start 
accumulating all this stuff, and toys, it 
would take me a couple hours to find it, 
but I would definitely find it. It's stashed 
away somewhere in this house. | know that 
much. 


AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette 


Stabler at quarterback, Dave Casper at 
tight end and Earl Campbell at running 
back, all of them Hall of Famers. 

On this play, Schroy lined up opposite 
the tight end. “Normally I would play 
him tight. But I had [a] responsibility 
to keep everything inside. I was only off 
maybe five or six yards, He ran at me 
and ran an out. T had man-to-man on 
him and stayed with him.” 

As the ball sailed toward them, Schroy 
cut in front of the intended receiver and 
caught the ball. He returned it un- 
touched. “Once I got it, I ran as fast as 1 
could, Nobody could catch me.” 

Where the ball is now: Schroy says he 
kept every interception (16) and fumble 
recovery (11) of his career and still has 
“tons” of footballs in his house. “It was 
a big part of my life,” he says. “To stick 
around for eight years, I think that's pretty 
cool.” 

Only three of those footballs are prom- 
inently displayed, and his touchdown 

ball is one of them. “Strong safeties 
not supposed to be intercepting,” he says. 
“They're supposed to be tackling and 
filling holes. In our scheme, we pretty 
much put eight in the box, It was Earl 
Campbell; we had to stop him. I was 
always up in the box helping to fill holes. 
at was also a thrill — that I tackled Earl 
Campbell.” 


Player: John Dutton, DL, Cowboys 
The play: Oct. 5, 1980, 
38-yard interception return 

Let's let John’s wife, Ginny, tell this one. 
She watched the game from the suite be~ 
hind the end zone. Late in the game, the 
Cowboys were cruising to a big win. Her 
friends had stopped watching the game 
because it was almost over and not close. 
But Ginny kept her eyes on John, And all 
of a sudden, he had the ball in his hands 
and was headed toward the end zone — 
straight at her. Ginny got so excited she 
almost knocked over the woman next to 
her, 

Her excitement gave way to ... confu- 
sion. What was taking so long? To call 
John’s return lumbering would probably be 
generous, “I just remember looking at him 
going, why is he going so slow?” she says 
now, laughing at the memory. “He told me 
afterward it was because he was laughing 
so hard that he was hunching over a little 
bit.” 

After Dutton scooped up the ball, he 
had to jump over the legs of Ed “Too 
Tall” Jones on the way to the end zone. 
Somewhere in there, the ridiculousness of 
what was happening to Dutton occurred 
to him. He was a defensive lineman, and 


an enormous one at that — he was listed 
at 6'6", 266 pounds but both are probably 
underestimations. Yet he had the ball in 
his hands, and he was about to score a 
touchdown. All of that combined cracked 
him up ... but not so much that it kept 
him out of the end zone. 

Where the ball is now: On display in 
the Duttons’ home, along with two other 
game balls. 


Player: Mark Kafentzis, DB, Colts 
The play: Sept. 30, 1984, 
59-yard interception return 

Kafentzis guesses that Bills quarterback 
Joe Dufek didn’t see him. He got a good 
read on the ball, jumped in front of the 
receiver to snag it and looked to begin his 
return, Kafentzis had some experience 
carrying the ball — he had been a running 
back in high school and occasionally 
returned punts and kicks in the NFL. 

“I knew once I got past the receivers, the 
linemen would fall down,” he sa just 
faked like I was going one way and cut 
back the other direction. They couldn't 
slow down. I think the quarterback ran by 
me, too. He went flying by me.” 

Fifty-nine yards later, Kafentzis 
the end zone. “It seemed longer at the 
time,” he says. 

Where the ball is now: “I've traveled 
around so much, the safest place to keep 
it as at my folks’ house. That’s why I don’t 
have it at my house. It’s been there for so 
ong it’s kind of a fixture, along with other 
family memorabilia from the sporting 
world.” His brother Kurt played in two 
games for the Oilers, and the two of them 
plus three more Kafentzis brothers played 
college football. 

Kafentzis says it’s uncommon for fans 
to recognize him or ask him about his 
career, and that even when they do, it’s not 
always about his one touchdown. He is 
sometimes asked about an even stranger 
play — when he called for a fair catch on 
an onside kick, which led to a free kick. 
“The refs didn’t even know what they had 
to do,” he says. “They had to look it up.” 


Player: Joey Hackett, TE, Packers 
The play: Oct. 9, 1988, 
2-yard touchdown reception 

Hackett spent one year with the Broncos 
and two with Green Bay and had four 
career receptions — including his lone 
touchdown, 

On this occasion, the Packers were in 
their goal-line offense with three tight 
ends, Quarterback Don Majkowski 
bootlegged from left to right. Hackett ran 
across the middle, and Majkowski winged 
the ball to him, but it was low, 

He says the refs at first ruled that he had 
not caught the ball; they thought he had 
trapped it. But instant replay overturned 
that decision — his hand was under the 
ball when he caught it. That turned out to 
be his final catch, a fact he was unaware of 
until he was interviewed for this story. 

Hackett was a phenomenal athlete — he 
attended Elon University on a baseball 
scholarship and twice was drafted by 
Major League teams. His brother, Dino, 
played seven seasons as a linebacker for 
the Chiefs and Seahawks. 

When Joey played tight end for the 
Broncos, the two lined up against each 
other. Dino was six years younger, and 
Joey had spent their youth toughening his 
kid brother up. He paid for it in the NFL. 

“We laid the wood on one another,” he 
says. “We didn’t take any pity on each 
other.” 

Where the ball is now: Who knows? 
Hackett had scored eight TDs in the 
USFL before joining the NFL, and keep- 
ing the ball never crossed Hackett’s mind. 

“AILT did was raise my hands and let 
them know that I scored,” he says. “I gave 
the ball back to the official and went back 
to the dadgum bench, and that was the 
end of it, In those days, they always said, 
you act like you've been there before. No 
dancing, none of that kind of crazy crap. 
‘That's how I handled it — like I'd been 
there before. No big deal. There's too 
much show business now when you get 
into the end zone.” 
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OAKLAND (2007-09) 
ALL-PRO SEASONS: NONE 


(RAFT REVISITED 


BY JOHN GWOREK 


The story goes that the Raiders fell in love with Russell's size and arm and ignored obvious red 
flags. While there is some truth in that, Russell was not just a workout wonder, He improved in 
each of his three seasons at LSU, and his final season was outstanding (67.8 completion percent- 
age, 28 TDs, eight INTs). Russell's problems began when he held out and didn’t sign with Oakland 
until Sept. 12, 2007, missing all of training camp and preseason, He appeared In only four games 
and started the season finale. That set him up to be the starter in 2008, but he went 5-10 in 15 
starts and completed just 53.8 percent of his passes. The Raiders as a whole were a mess — head 
coach Lane Kiffin was replaced by Tom Cable after a 1-3 start — but Russell's work ethic was 
reportedly a huge problem, and he showed no signs of being a franchise quarterback who could 
lead the way to fixing things. Things only got worse in 2009 as Russell lasted just nine games as 
the starter, going 2~7. He finished the season last in the NFL among qualifying quarterbacks in 
passer rating (50.0) and completion percentage (48.8). He was released the following May after he 
allegedly reported to minicamp at nearly 300 pounds, and he never played in the NFL again. 


Detroit (2007-15) 

All-Pro Seasons: 2011, "12,13 

Critics snickered at the Lions taking anoth- 
er receiver early in the draft after having 
mixed success at best on first-round pass 
catchers in three of the previous four 
drafts. But they got it right with Johnson, 
who racked up seven 1,000-yard seasons 
during his nine-year career. He set an NFL 
record with 1,964 receiving yards in 2012, 
when he led the NFL with 122 catches. He 
also led the league in receiving yards in 
2011 with 1,681. Johnson missed only nine 
games in his career and was a three-time 
All-Pro and six-time Pro Bowl selection, 
but his physical style took a toll. After 
battling injuries almost every season, 

he retired at 30 despite having caught 88 
passes for 1,214 yards and nine scores in 
2015. He played in only two playoff games 
in his career, yet he caught 17 passes for 
296 yards in those games. 


Cleveland (2007-present) 

All-Pro Seasons: 2009, ‘10, ‘11, 13, 
14,'15 

The Browns seem to be always rebuilding, 
but they are doing it on the cornerstone that 
is Joe Thomas. If he played on a good team, 
Thomas might be in the discussion for the 
best offensive tackle ever, He has made the 
Pro Bowl in each of his first 10 seasons in 
the NFL; only four others — Merlin Olsen 
(14), Mel Renfro (10), Barry Sanders (10) 
and Lawrence Taylor (10] — have done that. 
Thomas has been named All-Pro six times 
despite never having played on a playoff 
team. And this is the kicker: Thomas has 
never missed a snap. Since starting the 2007 
opener, Thomas has started all 60 games 
and played in all 9,934 offensive snaps 
during those games. 


Tampa Bay (2007-09), Chicago (2009) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Adams had a decent rookie season as he 
started eight games and recorded 6.0 sacks 
in the regular season and added another 
sack in a playoff loss. But after a sophomore 
season that saw only 6.5 sacks in 16 starts, 
Adams fell out of favor in Tampa Bay. After 
picking up just one sack in the first five 
games of 2009, Adams was traded to Chi- 
cago for a second-round pick. In 10 games 
with the Bears, Adams recorded just seven 
tackles and no sacks. He died of cardiac 
arrest on Jan. 17, 2010, in his hometown of 
Greenwood, S.C. 


Arizona (2007-13), Pittsburgh (2013) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 


At No. 5 overall, Brown remains the highest 
selection from Penn State since Courtney 
Brown and LaVar Arrington went Nos. 1 and 
2 in 2000. He didn’t exactly live up to his 
top-five pedigree, but he carved out a solid 
career for the Cardinals. In seven seasons, 
Brown played in 81 games and started 79 

at tackle. He was traded to Pittsburgh for a 
conditional draft choice four games into the 
2013 season. But Brown suffered a freak 
triceps injury during pregame warm-ups be- 
fore ever playing a snap for the Steelers and 
was placed on injured reserve. Pittsburgh 
gave up nothing in the trade as Brown had 
to be on the active roster for five weeks for 
there to be any return for Arizona, and he 
never played again. 


Washington (2007-11), N.Y. Jets (2012), 
Indianapolis (2013-14) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

Landry started every game for nearly all 

of his first three seasons with Washington, 
missing only the 2009 season finale. But 
over the next two seasons, Landry played 
just 17 of 32 games. He signed with the 
New York Jets for the 2012 season, and he 
made his only Pro Bowl after racking up a 
career-best 100 tackles with two intercep- 
tions. He signed a four-year contract with 
Indianapolis before the 2013 season, but 
his tenure with the Colts ended in Febru- 
ary 2015. On November 2015, Landry was 
suspended for testing positive for PEDs as a 
free agent, his third violation of the league’s 
performance-enhancing drug policy. He will 
be eligible for reinstatement in September. 


Minnesota (2007-16), New Orleans (2017) 
All-Pro Seasons: 2008, '09, "12,15 
Peterson has more than lived up to his 

lofty draft position — when he's been able 
to stay on the field. He has led the NFL in 
rushing three times and scored at least 10 
touchdowns in every season in which he has 
played 12 or more games. But he’s played in 
all 16 games just four times in 10 seasons. 
Peterson was suspended for the final 15 
games of the 2014 season after being 
indicted on child abuse charges. He returned 
to lead the NFL in carries, rushing yards 
and rushing touchdowns in 2015. Peterson 
appeared in just three games in 2016 due to 
knee injuries but is expected to be healthy 
for 2017. While he may be past his prime at 
32 when next season starts, his résumé is 
impressive, In addition to the rushing titles, 
four All-Pro seasons and NFL MVP award 

in 2012, Peterson has been to seven Pro 
Bowls and holds the NFL record for rushing 
yards ina game with 296. After signing with 
New Orleans in the offseason, Peterson will 
not be the lead back for the first time in his 
career. 


Atlanta (2007-10), Indianapolis (2011), 
Cincinnati (2012) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

The Falcons had great luck in drafting 
future Pro Bowl back Jamal Anderson in the 
seventh round in 1994, but they were not as 
fortunate with Jamaal Anderson. Despite 
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starting all 16 games as a rookie, Anderson 
failed to record a sack. After picking up just 
4.5 sacks over the next three seasons, An- 
derson was released during training camp in 
2011, After picking up 3.0 sacks in 2011 with 
the Colts, Anderson was released again and 
signed with Cincinnati. He played in just two 
games with the Bengals in 2012 before being 
released, and his career ended when he was 
ut before the 2013 season by the Bears. 


9. MIAMI: TED GINN JR., WR, 

OHIO STATE 

Miami (2007-09), San Francisco (2010- 
12), Carolina (2013), Arizona (2014), 
Carolina (2015-16), New Orleans (2017) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Ginn has never made a Pro Bowl and 
bounced around the NFL a bit, but he is 
still a productive receiver and a dangerous 
return man. After catching 128 passes for 
1,664 yards and returning three kicks for 
scores in three seasons with the Dolphins, 
Ginn moved on to San Francisco. He started 
just three games in three seasons for the 
49ers, but he returned three more kicks for 
touchdowns and helped them to Super Bowl 
XLVII. Ginn played 2013 in Carolina and 2014 
in Arizona before returning to the Panthers 
in 2015. In the last two seasons, Ginn has 
caught 98 passes for 1,491 yards and 14 
touchdowns. He rushed for a touchdown in 
the 2015 NFC title game and caught four 
passes for 74 yards in Super Bowl 50, He 
signed with the Saints in the offseason. 


10, HOUSTON: AMOBI OKOYE, DT, 
LOUISVILLE 

Houston (2007-10), Chicago (2011-12) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Okoye was the youngest player in the NFL in 
2007 at age 20, but he managed 5.5 sacks in 
14 starts for the Texans. Despite starting 44 
of 48 games over the next three seasons, he 
added just 5.5 more sacks total and moved 
on to the Bears in 2011. He appeared in 25 
games, starting just one, and added five 
more sacks in Chicago over the next two 
seasons. In 2013 he contracted an autoim- 
mune syndrome called anti-NMDA receptor 
encephalitis, causing seizures and leaving 
Okoye unable to speak or walk. He spent 
three months in a coma, lost 80 pounds, 
and he has a 145-day memory gap from his 
time fighting the illness, He attempted a 
comeback before the 2016 season, but no 
team signed him. 


11, SAN FRANCISCO: PATRICK 
WILLIS, LB, OLE MISS 

San Francisco (2007-14) 

All-Pro Seasons: 2007, '09, °10,°11, "12 
Willis lived up to the hype of winning both 
the Dick Butkus and Jack Lambert Awards 
as the best linebacker in college football. 
Much like No. 2 pick Calvin Johnson, Willis 
was perhaps the best player in the NFL at 
his position before retiring relatively early 
at age 30. As a rookie, Willis led the NFLin 


tackles and earned the first 
of five career All-Pro selec- 
tions and the first of seven 
consecutive Pro Bowl trips. 
He recorded at least 97 tack- 
les and made the Pro Bowl 
in every season in which he 
was able to play at least 13 
games. But after battling a 
torn hamstring in 2011 and 
@ broken hand in 2013, Willis 
was struggling with a toe 
injury in his eighth season. 
He played just six games in 
2014 before deciding to have 
season-ending surgery and 
going on injured reserve. 

He never played again, 
announcing his retirement in 
March 2015. 


12. BUFFALO: 
MARSHAWN LYNCH, 
RB, CAL 

Buffalo (2007-10), Seattle 
(2010-15), Oakland (2017) 
All-Pro Seasons: 2012 
Drafted by the Bills to re- 
place Willis McGahee, Lynch 
started strong in Buffalo, 

In 28 games in his first two 
seasons, Lynch produced 
back-to-back 1,000-yard 
seasons and scored 16 

total touchdowns. Then things unraveled: 
Lynch was suspended for the Bills’ first 
three games in 2009 for violations of the 
NFL's personal conduct policy, and he never 
regained his status as Buffalo's go-to back, 
In October 2010, Lynch was traded to Seattle 
and found new life. He made four straight 
Pro Bowls from 2011-14, averaging more 
than 1,300 yards rushing over that span. 

He also scored 56 touchdowns in those 

four seasons, leading the NFL in rushing 
scores in 2013 and in rushing scores and 
total touchdowns in 2014. He had six career 
postseason 100-yard games and scored nine 
postseason touchdowns in 11 games. He 
rushed for 288 yards and four touchdowns in 
the 2013 postseason as the Seahawks won 
Super Bowl XWIll. After an injury-plagued 
2015 that saw him play just seven games, 
Lynch retired at age 29 but is attempting a 
comeback with the Raiders this season. 


13, ST. LOUIS: ADAM CARRIKER, DE, 
NEBRASKA 

St. Louis (2007-08), Washington (2010-12) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Like the other defensive ends taken before 
him in this draft, Carriker fizzled in the NFL. 
He started all 16 games as a rookie for the 
Rams and recorded 2.0 sacks, but he started 
just nine games in 2008 and failed to track 
down an opposing passer. Carriker was 
traded to the Redskins two days before the 
2010 draft, and the trade showed how much 
his star had faded: The Rams sent Carrik- 


50 ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


TED GINN JR. 


er to Washington along with a fifth-round 
choice and a seventh-round choice, and all 
they got in return was a higher fifth-rounder 
and a seventh-round pick. In other words, 
two years after drafting Carriker in the first 
round, the Rams traded him just to move up 
28 spots in the fifth round. Carriker started 
all but one game for the Redskins in 2010- 
11, picking up 7.0 total sacks, before tearing 
a quad tendon in his right leg two games into 
the 2012 season. He never played again. 


14. N.Y. JETS: DARRELLE REVIS, DB, 
PITTSBURGH 

N.Y. Jets (2007-12), Tampa Bay (2013), 
New England (2014), N.Y. Jets (2015-16) 
All-Pro Seasons: 2009, 10, '11,'14 

Revis started all 16 games as a rookie and 
then reeled off four straight Pro Bowl sea- 
sons from 2008-11, including All-Pro honors 
for the last three. In those first five seasons 
of his career, Revis intercepted 18 passes 
and returned three for touchdowns, estab- 
lishing himself as perhaps the best corner 
in the game. But in his second game of 2012, 
he tore an ACL and missed the rest of the 
season. Four days before the 2013 Draft, 
Revis was traded to Tampa Bay for first- and 
fourth-round picks. He signed a $96 million 
contract with the Bucs, making him the 
highest-paid defensive back in NFL history, 
but none of the money was guaranteed. That 
allowed Tampa Bay to cut him after he had 
trouble fitting in with the Bucs’ zone-heavy 
system. He signed a one-year deal with the 
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Patriots and was again named first-team 
All-Pro in 2014 as New England won Super 
Bowl XLIX. Revis returned to the Jets before 
the 2015 season and intercepted six passes 
while starting 29 games over two seasons 
before the Jets released him in the offsea- 
son. Revis may move to safety to prolong 
his career, but at his peak he was among 
the best corners ever to play the game. 


Pittsburgh (2007-16), Miami (2017) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Timmons was expected to become the 
Steelers’ next great pass-rushing line- 
backer. Instead, James Harrison came out 
of nowhere at age 29 in 2007 to have five 
straight Pro Bowl seasons. That limited 
Timmons to only two starts and 5.0 total 
sacks in his first two seasons. But in 2009, 
the Steelers moved Timmons inside, and 
he has found a home. He has started every 
game for the last six seasons and made the 
Pro Bowl after the 2014 season. While he 
hasn't been a dominant player, Timmons 
has been a solid contributor since moving 
into the starting lineup with 35.5 sacks, 12 
interceptions, seven fumble recoveries and 
six seasons of more than 100 tackles in 
his career. His contract expired at the end 
of the 2016 season and he signed with the 
Dolphins. 


Green Bay (2007-10) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

It hadn't been a good draft for defensive 
linemen to this point, and Harrell turned 
out to be the worst of the bunch. Thanks to 
various injuries at Tennessee, Harrell was 
limited to 25 collegiate starts and missed 
all but three games of his final season with 
a ruptured left biceps tendon. Despite the 
health concerns, the Packers saw him as 

a run-stuffing force for the middle of their 
defense. But Harrell showed up out of shape 
and didn’t get on the field until Week 5 of 
his rookie season. He started two games 
and totaled 16 tackles. In 2008, a back injury 
kept him off the field until November, and 
he managed just 12 tackles. He reinjured his 
back during 2009 training camp and missed 
the entire season, then tore an ACL in the 
2010 season opener and never played an- 
other down. In 14 total NFL games, Harrell 
never recorded a single sack. 


Denver (2007-10), Oakland (2010-11) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

The Broncos traded up four spots to grab 
Moss, but his career went about as well as 
the other defensive linemen taken before him 
in this draft. His rookie season was cut short 
by a broken shin after just six games, and he 
struggled through two more seasons after 


JARVIS MOSS 


that as the Broncos toyed with moving him 
to outside linebacker. They gave up on that 
experiment in November 2010 when they re- 
leased Moss, and he signed with the Raiders. 
He played well enough in a reserve role to 
earn another one-year deal with Oakland for 
2011. But after starting just one of 14 games 
that season, Moss was not re-signed, and 

he never played again in the NFL. All told, 
he started two NFL games and finished his 
career with 6.0 sacks in 53 games. 


Cincinnati (2007-15), N.Y. Giants (2016) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Hall started 10 games as a rookie and led 
the Bengals with five interceptions. He 
started every game from 2008-10, picking 
up 13 more interceptions and teaming with 
Johnathan Joseph to give the Bengals one 
of the NFL's top cornerback tandems. He 
signed a four-year extension before the 
2011 season and was having another solid 
season when he tore his left Achilles tendon 
in Week 9, ending his season. He returned to 
start 14 games in 2012 and five more in 2013 
before another Achilles injury, this one on 
his right leg, ended his season. Remarkably, 
Hall again returned and started 19 games 
over the next two seasons for the Bengals. 
He was signed by the Giants before the 2016 
season and played in 12 games, starting two, 
and picking up his first two career sacks. He 
has 27 career interceptions 


Tennessee (2007-15), Carolina (2016) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Griffin was a second-team All-American as 
a safety at Texas, but he was forced to start 
his rookie season at cornerback after Adam 
Jones was suspended for the season. The 
move didn’t last long, and Griffin ended up 
with three interceptions and 54 tackles after 
moving back to safety. For the next eight 
seasons, Griffin was a fixture at safety for 
the Titans. He racked up a career-best seven 
interceptions and made his first Pro Bowl in 
2008 and added another Pro Bowl season 

in 2010. In nine seasons as a starter in 
Tennessee, Griffin played in 141 of a possible 
144 games and finished his Titans career 
with 25 interceptions, six fumble recoveries 
and seven sacks. He signed with Minnesota 
in March 2016, but he was released off the 
Vikings injured reserve list in September. 

He signed with Carolina and played in 13 
games with six starts. For the first time in 
his career, he failed to intercept a pass and 
totaled 35 tackles. 


N.Y, Giants (2007-11), Jacksonville 
(2012), N.Y. Giants (2013) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

Taken one pick after his Texas teammate 
Griffin, Ross appeared on his way to a solid 
career with the Giants after two seasons. 
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He started nine games as a rookie as the 
Giants won the Super Bowl and 15 more in 
2008, picking up three interceptions in each 
season. But hamstring injuries limited him 
to one start in four appearances in 2009, 
and he started just one game among 15 
appearances in 2010. An injury to Terrell 
Thomas opened up a starting spot for 2011, 
and Ross stepped up with four intercep- 
tions to help the Giants to a second Super 
Bowl win during his tenure. Ross signed 
with Jacksonville for the 2012 season, but 
injuries limited him to nine starts, and he 
failed to intercept a pass on a 2-14 team. 
He was released and rejoined the Giants 

for 2013, but he injured his back after four 
games and missed the rest of the season. 
He signed with Baltimore in 2014 but tore an 
Achilles tendon in training camp, ending his 
Ravens career before it began, He signed 
with Cleveland during training camp in 2015, 
but was released after two weeks. 


21, JACKSONVILLE: REGGIE 
NELSON, DB, FLORIDA 

Jacksonville (2007-09), Cincinnati (2010- 
15), Oakland (2016-present) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

The Jaguars were thrilled to move down 
four spots in the trade with Denver and 
still get Nelson, who starred not far from 
Jacksonville as a Florida Gator, Nelson 
had a strong start to his career, starting 15 
games as a rookie and picking off five pass- 
es. But after two more seasons with just 
two total interceptions, Nelson was traded 
to Cincinnati right before the 2010 season. 
He enjoyed six strong seasons with the 
Bengals, picking off 23 passes and making 
his first Pro Bowl in 2015 after leading the 
NFL with a career-high eight interceptions. 
Nelson signed with Oakland for 2016 and 
went back to the Pro Bowl after recording 
five interceptions and helping the Raiders 


DWAYNE BOWE 


return to the playofts for the first time since 
2002, He has one more season remaining on 
his contract with Oakland, 


22, CLEVELAND: BRADY QUINN, QB, 
NOTRE DAME 

Cleveland (2007-09), Denver (2010-11), 
Kansas City (2012] 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

The Browns did everything right picking Joe 
Thomas at the top of this draft, but they did 
everything wrong here. Taking Quinn would 
have been bad enough, but Cleveland sent 
the Cowboys their first-round pick in 2008 
and the No. 36 pick to move up and grab 
him. After seeing action in just one game 
as a rookie, Quinn started three games in 
2008, going 1-2 while completing just 50.6 
percent of his passes. He got better in 10 
2009 appearances, hitting 53.1 percent and 
throwing more touchdowns (eight) than 
interceptions (seven}, but the Browns went 
2-7 in his nine starts, Quinn was traded 

to Denver in March 2010 in exchange for 
Peyton Hillis and two late draft picks, but 
he never played a down in two seasons with 
the Broncos. He signed with Kansas City 
before the 2012 season to back up Matt 
Cassel and ended up starting eight games. 
But the Chiefs went 1-7 in those games, 
and Quinn finished the season with just two 
touchdown passes and eight interceptions. 
He was never again active for a game in the 
NFL despite short stints with the Sea- 
hawks, Jets, Rams and Dolphins, 


23. KANSAS CITY: DWAYNE BOWE, 
wR, LSU 

Kansas City (2007-14), Cleveland (2015) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

The third of six receivers taken in the 2007 
first round, Bowe turned out to be good value 
this late in the round, He started all but one 
game in his first two seasons, averaging 78 
catches for 1,008 yards 
and six scores in 2007- 
08. After injuries and 
a four-game PED sus- 
pension limited him 

to nine starts in 2009, 
Bowe made the Pro 
Bowl in 2010 thanks 
to 72 catches for 1,162 
yards and an NFL-best 
15 touchdowns. He 
followed that up with 
81 grabs for 1,159 
yards and five scores 
in 2011 before nagging 
injuries put a dent in 
his numbers going for- 
ward, He never again 
played a full season for 
the Chiefs, averaging 
fewer than 60 catches 
for less than 750 yards 
per season from 2012- 
14, He did, however, 
have a monster playoff 
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game during that decline, grabbing eight 
passes for 150 yards and a touchdown in 

3 45-44 Wild Card loss to Indianapolis in 
2013, Bowe signed a two-year deal with the 
Browns in 2015, but he appeared in just sev- 
en games, catching five passes for 53 yards. 
He was released in March 2016. 


24, NEW ENGLAND: BRANDON 
MERIWEATHER, DB, MIAMI (FLA) 
New England (2007-10), Chicago (2011), 
Washington (2012-14), N.Y. Giants (2015) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Meriweather was drafted using the pick the 
Patriots acquired from Seattle for Deion 
Branch, After not starting a game and 
playing sparingly as a rookie, Meriweath- 

er played in every game from 2008-10 for 
New England, starting 40 of 48 games. He 
recorded 12 interceptions and became a 
feared if reckless hitter as the Pats’ main 
strong safety, As often happens with expen- 
sive veterans in New England, Meriweather 
was cut right before the 2011 season, and 
he signed with Chicago. He made headlines 
with the Bears for the wrong reasons, earn- 
ing fines for helmet-to-helmet hits twice in 
his first five games in Chicago. After starting 
just four games in 2011, Meriweather signed 
with Washington for 2012, Two knee injuries 
limited him to one game that season, but 

he would start 23 games in 2013-14 for the 
Redskins, recording two interceptions and 
four sacks, He was also fined twice and sus- 
pended twice during that time for continued 
helmet-to-helmet hits. He played in 2015 for 
the New York Giants, starting 12 games and 
intercepting two passes while managing to 
avoid additional fines or suspensions, 


25, CAROLINA: JON BEASON, LB, 
MIAMI (FLA.) 

Carolina (2007-2013), N.Y. Giants 
(2013-15) 

All-Pro Seasons: 2008 

Beason saw a promising career cut short by 
injury. He never missed a start during his 
first four seasons, averaging 135 tackles 
with eight interceptions and four sacks from 
2007-10. He made three straight Pro Bowls 
starting in 2008, when he was also a first- 
team All-Pro. In July 2011, Beason signed a 
long-term deal with Carolina that guaran- 
teed him $25 million. But he tore his left 
Achilles tendon in the season opener and 
was never really the same. After missing 
the rest of the 2011 season, he played just 
four games in 2012 as Luke Kuechly took 
over as the leader of the Panthers defense. 
He played three games in 2013 before being 
traded to the Giants for a seventh-round 
pick. He started 11 games for New York and 
racked up more than 90 tackles, earning 

a new contract. But injury hit again as he 
tore a ligament and broke a bone in his toe 
during June workouts. He played just nine 
more games over the next two seasons, 
forced into retirement by new knee and 
ankle injuries after the 2015 season. 
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26. DALLAS: ANTHONY SPENCER, 
DE, PURDUE 

Dallas (2007-14) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

After dealing away their first-round pick to 
Cleveland, the Cowboys traded back up into 
the first round with Philadelphia to grab 
Spencer. Dallas hoped Spencer could spark 
its pass rush after a big senior season (10.5 
sacks, 26.5 tackles for a loss) at Purdue. It 
didn’t happen, at least not right away. Spen- 
cer started just six games over his first two 
seasons, and he never had more than six 
sacks ina season over the next three despite 
playing every game. Then, out of nowhere, 
Spencer made the Pro Bowl in 2012 after 
racking up career highs with 11 sacks and 
95 tackles in 14 games. But he missed all 
but one game in 2013 and needed microfrac- 
ture surgery on his left knee. He returned in 
2014 after missing the season’s first three 
games, but he never started a game and 
finished the season with a half sack and 27 
tackles. He signed with New Orleans for 
2015 but played in just one preseason game 
before ending up on injured reserve and 
being released in October. Spencer's 33.0 ca- 
reer sacks stand as the most by a defensive 
lineman taken in the 2007 first round. 


27. NEW ORLEANS: ROBERT 
MEACHEM, WR, TENNESSEE 

New Orleans (2007-11), San Diego 
(2012), New Orleans (2013-14) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

Meachem had a monster final season at 
Tennessee with 71 catches for a school 
single-season record 1,298 yards and 11 
touchdowns. He was a good risk for the 
Saints, who were looking for another speedy 
target for Drew Brees. Meachem missed 
2007 with a knee injury and caught just 12 
passes in 2008, but three went for scores 
and he averaged 24.1 yards on the dozen 
grabs. He spent the next three seasons as a 
part-time starter, playing in every game and 
starting 22 of them. Meachem was solid if 
not spectacular over that time, averaging 43 
catches for 660 yards per season with 20 to- 
tal touchdowns. He moved on to San Diego, 
but he was a disappointment and returned to 
New Orleans in 2013. He never clicked again 
with Brees, and he was out of the league 
after the 2014 season. 


28. SAN FRANCISCO: JOE STALEY, 
OT, CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

San Francisco (2007-present) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

After two offensive tackles went off the 
board in the top five, none were taken 
though pick No. 27. So the 49ers traded a 
fourth-round pick in this draft and their first 
pick in 2008 to New England to jump up and 
grab Staley at No. 28. Staley was solid if 

not spectacular early in his career, starting 
every game in 2007 and ‘08 before missing 
seven games in both 2009 and “10. Then 


Jim Harbaugh arrived as 
coach in San Francisco, 
and Staley’s career took 
off. Staley never missed 
a start over the next five 
seasons and made the Pro 
Bowl every year through 
2015. He missed three 
games in December 2016 
with a hamstring injury 
but returned for the sea- 
son finale and is signed 
through 2019. 


29. BALTIMORE: 

BEN GRUBBS, 0G, 
AUBURN 

Baltimore (2007-11), 
New Orleans (2012-14), 
Kansas City (2015) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 
Grubbs started the final 
38 games of his collegiate 
career at Auburn, and 
that durability became a 
trademark during most 
of his NFL career as well. 
After playing in every 
game over his first four 
seasons for the Ravens, 
Grubbs missed six games in 2011 but was 
elected to his first Pro Bowl. After signing 
as a free agent with New Orleans in 2012, 
Grubbs started every game for the Saints for 
the next three seasons and made another 
Pro Bowl in 2013. Grubbs was traded to the 
Chiefs in March 2015 for a fifth-round pick in 
the 2015 Draft. He started seven games for 
the Chiefs before injuring his neck and going 
on injured reserve in December. He was 
released after the season and was forced to 
retire as the injury did not improve despite 
months of rehab. 


30. SAN DIEGO: CRAIG DAVIS, WR, LSU 
San Diego (2007-10) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

Davis was seen as a bit of a reach at the 
time, especially given that he was LSU's No. 
2 option in the passing game after Dwayne 
Bowe, who was taken seven picks earlier. 
Davis caught just 20 passes as a rookie, 
averaging less than 10 yards per reception 
in 13 games. But that was a monster season 
compared to his next two. He played in 

just five games in 2008 and "09 combined, 
catching just 10 passes. He was better in 
2010 (21 catches for 259 yards in just seven 
games}, but he was released by San Diego 
after the season. He signed with Buffalo 
during training camp but failed to make the 
opening-day roster. 

31. CHICAGO: GREG OLSEN, TE, 
MIAMI (FLA.) 

Chicago (2007-10), Carolina (2011-present) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 


The first tight end off the board, Olsen got off 
toa rocky start when a preseason knee inju- 


JOE STALEY 


ry kept him out of the Bears’ first two games 
in 2007; he hasn't missed a game since. 
Olsen's numbers were trending upward 

for his first three seasons as his reception 
total went from 39 to 54 to 60. But after he 
caught just 41 passes in 2010, he was traded 
to Carolina for a third-round pick before the 
2011 season. Olsen caught just 45 passes 
that season, but his yards per catch went up 
to 12.0 for the first time in his career, and it 
was a sign of things to come. Over the last 
five seasons, Olsen has become an elite 
weapon, averaging 77 catches for 969 yards. 
In 2016, he became the first tight end in NFL 
history with three consecutive 1,000-yard 
seasons and was named to his third straight 
Pro Bowl. He is signed through 2018. 


32. INDIANAPOLIS: ANTHONY 
GONZALEZ, WR, OHIO STATE 
Indianapolis (2007-11) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

The Colts were looking for a slot receiver 

to work inside of Reggie Wayne and Marvin 
Harrison. And for two seasons, Gonzalez 
played his role well. After catching 37 passes 
for 576 yards and three scores in 13 games 
asa rookie, Gonzalez played in all 16 games 
in 2008, grabbing 57 balls for 664 yards and 
four touchdowns. He earned a starting spot 
opposite Wayne when Harrison was released 
in 2009, but he injured his right knee in the 
season opener and missed the rest of the 
season. He played in only two games in 2010, 
catching five passes, before injuring his other 
knee, and he failed to catch a pass in 2011 
despite appearing in eight games. He signed 
with New England in March 2012, but he was 
released in May and never played again. 
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2017 DRAFT RECAP ° 


|. Browns 
. Bears 


33. 
34, 


. Chargers 


Packers 
Jaguars 
Seahawks 
Cardinals 
Bills 


. Jets 

. Panthers 
. Vikings 
. Saints 


. Eagles 
» Rams 
. Bears 
. Colts 
. Ravens 

. Bengals 

. Redskins 

|. Buccaneers 
|. Broncos 

. Browns 

. Lions 

. Dolphins 

. Giants 


Raiders 


. Texans 


Seahawks 
Chiefs 


. Cowboys 
. Packers 

. Steelers 

. Bills 

. Panthers 


Kevin King cB 
Cam Robinson oT 
Malik McDowell oT 
Budda Baker Ss 
Zay Jones 

Forrest Lamp 

Marcus Maye. 


Dalvin Cook 
Marcus Williams 


Sidney Jones 

Gerald Everett TE: 
Adam Shaheen TE. 
Quincy Wilson CB 
Tyus Bowser OLB 
Joe Mixon RB 
Ryan Anderson OLB 
Justin Evans s 
DeMarcus Walker DE 
DeShone Kizer QB 
Teez Tabor cB 
Raekwon McMillan ILB 
Dalvin Tomlinson oT 
Obi Melifonwu. s 
Zach Cunningham OLB 
Ethan Pocic c 
Tanoh Kpassagnon DE 
Chidobe Awuzie cB 
Josh Jones Ss 
JuJu Smith-Schuster WR 
Dion Dawkins OG 
Taylor Moton OG 


10. 
1. 
12. 
13. 


15. 
16. 

17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 


4gers 


. Jaguars 
. Titans 


Jets 


. Chargers 
. Panthers 
. Bengals 


Chiefs 
Saints 
Texans 
Cardinals 


Colts 
Ravens 
Redskins 
Titans 
Buccaneers 
Broncos 
Lions 
Dolphins 
Giants 
Raiders 
Browns 
Falcons 
Bills 
Cowboys 
Browns 
Steelers 
49ers 
Saints 


Washington 


Alabama 


Michigan State 
Washington 


East Carol 


Florida 


Western Kentucky 


lina 


Florida State 


Utah 


Washington 


South Alabama 


Ashland 
Florida 
Houston 
Oklahoma 
Alabama 


Texas A&M 
Florida State 
Notre Dame 


Florida 


Ohio State 


Alabama 


Connecticut 
Vanderbilt 


LSU 
Villanova 
Colorado 
NC State 
USC. 
Temple 


Western Michigan 
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Myles Garrett 
Mitchell Trubisky 
Solomon Thomas 
Leonard Fournette 
Corey Davis 

Jamal Adams 

Mike Williams 
Christian McCaffrey 
John Ross 

Patrick Mahomes II 
Marshon Lattimore 
Deshaun Watson 
Haason Reddick 


Malik Hooker 
Marlon Humphrey 
Jonathan Allen 
Adoree’ Jackson 
OJ. Howard 
Garett Bolles 
Jarrad Davis 
Charles Harris 
Evan Engram 
Gareon Conley 
Jabrill Peppers: 
Takkarist McKinley 
Tre'Davious White 
Taco Charlton 
David Njoku 

TJ. Watt 

Reuben Foster 
Ryan Ramezyk 


ROUND TWO 


Texas A&M 
North Carolina 
Stanford 

LSU 

Western Michigan 
LSU 

Clemson 
Stanford 
Washington 
Texas Tech 
Ohio State 
Clemson 
Temple 


Ohio State 
Alabama 
Alabama 
USC 
Alabama 
Utah 
Florida 
Missouri 
Ole Miss 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
UCLA 

LSU 
Michigan 
Miami 
Wisconsin 
Alabama 
Wisconsin 


Chris Covatta 
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Barnett, Samuel, Stew: 


2017 DRAFT RECAP ~~ GE 


65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 


Browns 
4gers 
Saints 
Jaguars 
Rams 
Vikings 
Chargers 
ns 
Bengals 
Ravens 
Falcons 
Saints 
Panthers 
Ravens 


Colts 
Redskins 
Broncos 
Patriots 
Buccaneers 
Patriots 
Chiefs 
Giants 
Raiders 
Texans 
Seahawks 
Rams 
Cowboys 
Packers 
Steelers 
Seahawks 
Lions 
Dolphins 
Cardinals 
Eagles 
Titans 
Broncos 
Seahawks 
Saints 
4gers 
Steelers 
Seahawks 
Buccaneers 


Packers 
Vikings 
Jaguars 
Seahawks 
Bears 
Chargers 
. Redskins 
115. Cardinals 
116. Bengals 
117. Rams 
118. Eagles 
119. Bears 
120. Vikings 
121. 49ers 
122. Ravens 
123. Redskins 
124. Lions 
125. Rams 
126. Browns 


Larry Ogunjobi OT 
Ahkello Witherspoon cB 
Alvin Kamara RB 
Dawuane Smoot DE 
Cooper Kupp WR 
Pat Elflein Cc 

Dan Feeney OG 
Taywan Taylor WR 
Jordan Willis OLB 
Chris Wormley DE 
Duke Riley OLB 
Alex Anzalone OLB 


Daeshon Hall 
Tim Williams 


DE 
OLB 
Art Ste VR 
Tarell Basham 
Fabian Moreau 
Carlos Henderson 


Derek Rivers DE 
Chris Godwin WR 
Antonio Garcia oT 
Kareem Hunt RB 
Davis Webb QB 
Eddie Vanderdoes OT 
D’Onta Foreman RB 
Shaquill Griffin cB 


John Johnson 
Jourdan Lewis 
Montra' 
Cameron Sutton 
Delano Hill Ss 


Kenny Golladay WR 
Cordrea Tankersley cB 

Chad Williams WR 
Rasul Douglas cB 
Jonnu Smith TE 

Brendan Langley cB 
Nazair Jones OT 
Trey Hendrickson OLB 
C.J. Beathard QB 
James Conner RB 

Amara Darboh WR 
Kendell Beckwith ILB 
Vince Biegel OLB 
Jaleel Johnson OT 
Dede Westbrook wa 
Tedric Thompson s 


Eddie Jackson 
Rayshawn Jenkins 
Samaje Perine 


Dorian Johnson 

Carl Lawson OLB 
Josh Reynolds WR 
Mack Hollins wa 
Tarik Cohen RB 
Ben Gedeon ILB 
Joe Williams RB 
Nico Siragusa OG 
Montae Nicholson s 
Jalen Reeves-Maybin OLB 
Samson Ebukam OLB 
Howard Wilson cB 


Charlotte 
Colorado 
Tennessee 

Mlinois 

Eastern Washington 
Ohio State 

Indiana 

Western Kentucky 
Kansas State 
Michigan 

LSU 
Florida 
Texas A&M 
Alabama 


ND THREE 


ROU 


Ohio 

UCLA 
Louisiana Tech 
Youngstown State 
Penn State 

Troy 

Toledo 

California 

UCLA 

Texas 

UCF 
Boston College 

Michigan 

Tennessee 2 

Michigan c | 
Northern Illinois q 
Clemson 
Grambling State 
West Virginia 
FIU 
Lamar 
North Carolina 
Florida Atlantic 
lowa 
Pittsburgh 
Michigan 

LSU 


Wisconsin 
lowa 
Oklahoma 
Colorado 
Alabama 


Pittsburgh 

Auburn 

Texas A&M 

North Carolina 
North Carolina A&T 
Michigan 

Utah 

San Diego State 
Michigan State 
Tennessee 

Eastern Washington 
Houston 
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127. Lions Michael Roberts TE Toledo ROUND FOUR CONT’D 


128. Bengals Josh Malone WR Tennessee 
129. Raiders David Sharpe OT Florida 
130. Texans Julie’n Davenport Bucknell 


131. Patriots Deatric Arkansas 
132. Eagles Donnel Pumphrey San Diego State 
133. Cowboys Ryan Switzer WR North Carolina 
134. Packers Jamaal Williams RB BYU 

135. Steelers Joshua Dobbs QB Tennessee 
136. Falcons Sean Harlow OG Oregon State 
137. Colts Zach Banner oT usc 

138. Bengals Ryan Glasgow DT = Michigan 

139. Chiefs Jehu Chesson WR Michigan 

140. Giants Wayne Gallman RB Clemson 

141. Jets Chad Hansen WR California 

142. Texans Carlos Watkins OT Clemson 

143. Colts Marlon Mack RB South Florida 
144. Colts Grover Stewart DT = Albany State 


ROUND FIVE 


145. Broncos Jake Butt TE Michigan 

146. 49ers George Kittle TE  lowa 

147. Bears Jordan Morgan OG Kutztown (Pa.) 
148. Jaguars Blair Brown Ohio 


149. Falcons Damontae Kazee San Diego State 
Clemson 

Chargers Desmond King lowa 

. Panthers Corn Elder CB Miami 


. Bengals Jake Elliott K — Memphis 

154. Redskins Jeremy Sprinkle TE Arkansas 

155. Titans Jayon Brown OLB UCLA 

156. Falcons Brian Hill RB Wyoming 

157. Cardinals Will Holden OT = Vanderbilt 
158. Colts Nate Hairston CB Temple 

159. Ravens Jermaine Eluemunor OG Texas A&M 
160. Browns Roderick Johnson OT Florida State 
161. Colts Anthony Walker Jr. ILB Northwestern 
162. Buccaneers Jeremy McNichols RB Boise State 
163. Bills Matt Milano. OLB Boston College 
164. Dolphins Isaac Asiata OG Utah 

165. Lions Jamal Agnew CB SanDiego 
166. Eagles Shelton Gibson WR West Virginia 
167. Giants Avery Moss DE Youngstown State 
168. Raiders Marquel Lee OLB Wake Forest 
169. Texans Treston Decoud § Oregon State 
170. Vikings Rodney Adams WR South Florida 
171. Bills Nathan Peterman QB Pittsburgh 
172. Broncos Isaiah McKenzie WR Georgia 

173. Steelers Brian Allen CB Utah 

174, Falcons Eric Saubert TE Drake 

175. Packers DeAngelo Yancey WR Purdue 

176. Bengals J.J. Dielman c Utah 

177. 49ers Trent Taylor WR Louisiana Tech 
178. Dolphins Davon Godchaux OT LSU 

179. Cardinals T.J. Logan RB North Carolina 
180. Vikings Danny Isidora OG Miami 

181. Jets Dylan Donahue DE West Georgia 
182. Packers Aaron Jones RB UTEP 

183. Chiefs Ukeme Eligwe OLB Georgia Southern 
184. Eagles Nate Gerry Ss Nebraska 
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185. Browns Caleb Brantley OT Florida ROUND SIX 


186. Ravens Chuck Clark S Virginia Tech 
187. Seahawks Mike Tyson S$ Cincinnati 
188. Jets Elijah McGuire UL Lafayette 
. Rams Tanzel Smart Tulane 
. Chargers Sam Tevi Utah 
Cowboys Xavier Woods Louisiana Tech 
. Panthers Alex Armah West Georgia 
. Bengals Jordan Evans Oklahoma 


. Bills Tanner Vallejo Boise State 
. Saints Al-Quadin Muhammad Miami 
. Jets Jeremy Clark Michigan 


198. 49ers D.J. Jones OT Ole Miss 
199. Redskins Chase Roullier C Wyoming 
200. Giants Adam Bisnowaty OT Pittsburgh 
201. Vikings Bucky Hodges TE Virginia Tech 
202. 49ers Pita Taumoepenu OLB Utah 
203. Broncos De’AngeloHenderson AB Coastal Carolina 
204, Jets Derrick Jones CB OleMiss 
205. Lions Jeremiah Ledbetter DE Arkansas 
206. Rams Sam Rogers FB Virginia Tech 
207. Bengals Brandon Wilson RB Houston 
208. Cardinals Rudy Ford S Auburn 
209. Redskins Robert Davis WR Georgia State 
210. Seahawks Justin Senior OT Mississippi State 
211. Patriots Conor McDermott OT UCLA 
212. Packers Kofi Amichia C South Florida 
213. Steelers Colin Holba LS Louisville 
214. Eagles Elijah Qualls DT Washington 
215. Lions Brad Kaaya QB Miami 219. Vikings Stacy Coley WR Miami 
216. Cowboys = Marquez White CB FloridaState 220. Vikings lfeadi Odenigbo DE Northwestern 
217. Titans Corey Levin OG Chattanooga 221. Raiders Shalom Luani S Washington State 
218. Chiefs Leon McQuay III Ss usc 222. Jaguars Jalen Myrick CB Minnesota 
Buccaneers Stevie Tu’ikolovatu OT USC 
Browns Zane Gonzalez K Arizona State 
. Chargers — |saac Rochell DT Notre Dame 
. Seahawks David Moore WR East Central (Okla.) 
Titans Josh Carraway OLB TCU 
. Cowboys Joey lvie DT Florida 
. 49ers Adrian Colbert CB Miami 
. Redskins JoshHarvey-Clemons S Louisville 
Raiders dylan Ware OT Alabama State 
. Vikings Elijah Lee OLB Kansas State 
. Panthers = Harrison Butker K Georgia Tech 
. Rams Ejuan Price DE Pittsburgh 
. Redskins Joshua Holsey CB Auburn 
. Titans Brad Seaton OT Villanova 
Dolphins Isaiah Ford WR Virginia Tech 
. Packers Devante Mays RB Utah State 
. Cowboys Noah Brown WR Ohio State 
Jaguars Marquez Williams FB Miami (Ohio) 
. Titans KhalfaniMuhammad RB California 
. Raiders Elijah Hood RB North Carolina 
. Texans Kyle Fuller C Baylor 
. Raiders Treyvon Hester OT Toledo 
. Vikings Jack Tocho CB NCState 
Cowboys Jordan Carrell DT Colorado 
. Packers Malachi Dupre WR LSU 
Steelers Keion Adams OLB Western Michigan 
. Seahawks ChristopherCarson RB Oklahoma State 
. Lions Pat O’Connor DE Eastern Michigan 
. Bengals Mason Schreck TE Buffalo 
. Browns Matt Dayes RB NC State 
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Wrangler 


BY NATHAN RUSH 


Quarterback Class of 2017 


A supposedly weak crop of QB prospects 
rose to the top of the draft, with three 
signal callers taken in the first round fol- 
lowing made-for-TV trades on the draft’s 
opening night in Philadelphia, Desperate 
teams took desperate measures to acquire 
players they hope will turn into franchise 
QBs. But other than Deshaun Watson, 
these fresh faces are expected to redshirt 
for a season or two, bucking the recent 
plug-and-play trend for rookie QBs. 


Mitch Trubisky, North Carolina 

(Bears, second overall) 

Da Bears traded first-, third- and fourth- 
round picks in 2017 and a third-rounder in 
2018 to the 49ers to move up one spot from 
No. 3 to No. 2 overall — a deal that almost 
certainly gave Bill Swerski’s Superfans 
about a baker's dozen heart attacks. After 
letting Jay Cutler walk and signing Mike 
Glennon to a three-year, $45 million deal 
(with $18.5 mil guaranteed), the league's 
youngest GM (40-year-old Ryan Pace] went 
all-in to draft a third-team All-ACC QB 
who started just 13 games at a traditional 
basketball school. 


Patrick Mahomes Il, Texas Tech 
(Chiefs, 10th) 

The namesake of an 11-year veteran MLB 
pitcher, Mahomes has a big-league arm 
that pumped helium into his draft stock 
and lifted the Red Raider gunslinger into 
the top 10. Kansas City traded this year’s 
first- and third-round picks and next 
year's first-rounder to Buffalo to secure a 
prolific passer who threw for a combined 
9,705 yards and 77 TDs over the past two 
seasons in Lubbock. Mahomes’ aggressive 
style has been compared to Brett Favre, 
who was coached by Andy Reid in Green 
Bay. But in K.C., Mahomes will learn the 
ropes from the anti-Favre, veteran game 
manager Alex Smith. 


Deshaun Watson, Clemson 
(Texans, 12th) 

Bill O'Brien can praise Tom Savage and 
Brandon Weeden all he wants, but Houston 
fans will expect Watson to take charge 
under center ASAP. After back-to-back na- 
tional title game appearances — capped by 
a thrilling last-minute win over Alabama in 
his final collegiate game — Watson will at- 


tempt to guide Houston to its third straight 
AFC South title. The Texans traded the No. 
25 pick and their 2018 first-rounder to snag 
Watson. As Clemson coach Dabo Swinney 
famously said, “If you pass on (Watson), 
you're passing on Michael Jordan.” 


DeShone Kizer, Notre Dame 
(Browns, 52nd) 

Tim Couch, Ty Detmer, Doug Pederson, 
Spergon Wynn, Kelly Holcomb, Jeff Garcia, 
Luke McCown, Trent Dilfer, Charlie Frye, 
Derek Anderson, Ken Dorsey, Brady Quinn, 
Bruce Gradkowski, Colt McCoy, Jake 
Delhomme, Seneca Wallace, Brandon 
Weeden, Thaddeus Lewis, Jason Camp- 
bell, Brian Hoyer, Johnny Manziel, Connor 
Shaw, Josh McCown, Austin Davis, Robert 
Griffin II!, Cody Kessler... Will DeShone 
Kizer become the 27th starting QB since 
the rebirth of the expansion Browns in 
1999? Cleveland fans hope the Irish QB 
from Toledo can bring respectability back 
to “The Land” — like that kid from Akron 
did with the Cavaliers, 


Davis Webb, California 

(Giants, 87th) 

Get Eli Manning game-worn memorabilia 
while you still can, because the G-Men 

are preparing for life after the two-time 
Super Bowl MVP. Webb is accustomed to 
competition, having beaten out Oklahoma's 
Heisman Trophy finalist Baker Mayfield 
while the two were at Texas Tech — before 
Webb transferred to Cal [after getting 
beaten out by Patrick Mahomes II at Tech). 


C.J. Beathard, lowa 

(49ers, 104th) 

Former Super Bowl-winning coach Mike 
Shanahan’s son [first-year Niners coach 
Kyle Shanahan) fell in love with former 
Super Bowl-winning GM Bobby Beathard’s 
grandson. San Fran pulled the trigger 
earlier than expected to secure this blue- 
blood coach-QB combo. 


Joshua Dobbs, Tennessee 
(Steelers, 135th) 

With Ben Roethlisberger playing on a year- 
to-year basis, Pittsburgh brings in compe- 
tition for backup Landry Jones. Dobbs was 
an aerospace engineering major at UT; 

but being a rocket scientist is easier than 
being an NFL QB. 


58 ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


2017 DRAFT RECAP 


MITCH TRUBISKY 


Nathan Peterman, Pittsburgh 

(Bills, 171st) 

One of YouTube's favorite trick shot artists, 
Peterman was replaced by Dobbs at Ten- 
nessee before transferring to Pitt. Peterman 
threw five touchdowns and zero intercep- 
tions in a 43-42 win at Clemson last year, 
showing an ability to rise to the occasion on 
the biggest stage. 


Brad Kaaya, Miami 

(Lions, 215th) 

“Bye, Felisha.” Kaaya’s actress mother has 
become a cult sensation for her role as 
Felisha in the 1995 comedy “Friday.” Kaaya 
hopes to build a similar following for his 
work on Sunday. 


Chad Kelly, Ole Miss 

(Broncos, 253rd) 

The G.0.A.T. QB Class of 1983 continues 

to make noise. Denver decider John Elway 
made Jim Kelly's nephew the most relevant 
“Mr. Irrelevant” ever, as the final pick of the 
seventh round. Chad Kelly comes with plenty 
of off-field baggage from stops at Clemson, 
East Mississippi CC and Ole Miss. But Elway 
has the inside scoop. “I called his uncle, and 
he said, He's a good kid,’” Elway told ESPN. 
“I said, ‘Okay, that's all | need.’ | trust Jim 
with that.” 


© 


Trubisky: AP; Garrett: Marc Morrison; Adams 


Wide Receiver Run 


Three wideouts went in the top 10 — West- 
ern Michigan’s Corey Davis (Titans, No. 5}, 
Clemson's Mike Williams (Chargers, No. 
7) and Washington's John Ross (Bengals, 
No. 9] — for the first time since 2005. 

Fans in Nashville, L.A. and Cincy hope this 
year’s pass catchers fare better than the 
eerily similar ‘05 trio — Michigan's Braylon 
Edwards (Browns, No. 3], South Carolina's 
Troy Williamson (Vikings, No. 7] and USC's 
Mike Williams [Lions, No. 10]. 


Cleveland's Dawg Pound has a new favor- 
ite player: Texas A&M pass rusher Myles 
Garrett. The 6'4", 272-pounder joins Court- 
ney Brown [2000] and Tim Couch [1999] as 
the third No. 1 overall pick in expansion 
Browns history. We caught up with the con- 
sensus best player in the 2017 draft. 


Rookie of the Year. | want to win a Super 
Bowl. | want to be Defensive Player of the 
Year. | want to be MVP. | want to be Super 
Bowl MVP. But I've got to work hard to 
achieve all those things. It's not going to be 
handed to me. 


Von Miller and J.J. Watt. Those are the top 
two. 


I don’t think | have any move that's better 
than another. If you try to rely on me being 
a speed rusher, I'll show you great power. 
If you think I’m a bull rusher, I'll run right 
by you. 


1am big into dinosaurs. I'm into poetry. I'm 
into writing. | love reading. I'm a basketball 
fan, through and through. | love boxing and 
soccer. I'm a huge Barca fan. 


It’s hard not to say Messi. He's probably 80 
percent of the world’s favorite. But if not 
him, probably Piqué. 


Maya Angelou. 


Spinosaurus aegyptiacus. It’s the biggest 
land carnivore of all time. 


I'd like to. If 1 get the chance and get the 
time, I'd like to do that. 


Don't waste potential. He had so much 
untapped potential in the NBA and he let it 
go. And | don’t think he’s too hard-headed 
or too prideful to say that. 


Dominating. Having fun. They go hand in 
hand. If you're having fun, you're domi- 
nating, usually. And if you're dominating, 
you're definitely having fun. 


Pay Up, Pops 


The Jets took Jamal Adams at No. 6 
overall, making the LSU safety a higher 
draft choice than his father, George, who 
went No. 19 overall to the Giants in 1985. 
And while it is cool that both members of 
the Adams family were drafted by teams 
in New York, the real significance is a 
big-money bet Jamal made with his dad. 
Asa kid, Jamal bet George that he would 
be drafted higher than his old man — and 
it happened. “There's been word out there 
that it was $40,000. No. It was $100,000,” 
Jamal said in his introductory press con- 
ference. “He doesn’t want to pay. So, I’m 
going to continue letting him take care of 
the dinner tab.” 
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Washington receiver John Ross is offi- 
cially the fastest man in the NFL, after 
running a record-breaking 4.22 in the 

40-yard dash at the NFL Combine. 


Ohio State safety Malik Hooker (Colts, 
No. 15) cemented his status as the 

top ball-hawking center fielder in this 
year's class. In addition to top-flight in- 
stincts, long arms and requisite speed, 
Hooker boasts enormous 10%” hands 
—which he used to haul in seven INTs 
for the Buckeyes last year. Hooker's 
hands were the biggest among defen- 
sive backs at the NFL Combine this 
year, with only three others reaching 
the 10” mark. 


There was a serious run on 
DBs. Eight defensive backs 
were taken in the first round, 

and 28 cornerbacks or safeties 
were drafted in the top 100. 


Hometown Hero 


The Steelers drafted local 
Pittsburgh running back James 
Conner, who was the ACC Play- 
er of the Year in 2014 before 
being diagnosed with Hodgkin's 

lymphoma in 2015. Conner 

battled back from cancer to be- 

come the No. 105 overall pick. IIIT 


LSU power back Leonard Fournette (Jaguars, 

} No. 4) and Stanford triple threat Christian Mc- 
j Caffrey (Panthers, No. 8] were widely criticized 
for choosing to sit out their schools’ respective 
bowl games. Michigan tight end Jake Butt 
wishes he had done the same. A likely first- or 
second-round pick, Butt injured his knee in the 
Orange Bowl and fell all the way to the Broncos 
at No. 145 overall. Fortunately, Butt will receive 
a tax-free insurance settlement of $543,000. 
But ultimately, he lost somewhere between 
$2-3 million on his first contract. 


JAKE BUTT 
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Third Generation 


Cooper Kupp rewrote the FCS re- 
cord book at Eastern Washington, 
setting career records in catches 
(428), receiving yards (6,464] and 
receiving TDs [73]. He's also the 
third generation of Kupps to be 
drafted in the NFL; Cooper (Rams, 
No, 69] joins his father, Craig (Gi- 
ants, 1990), and grandfather, Jake 
(Cowboys, 1964). 


Hail to the Victors! 

While Jim Harbaugh was in Rome 
giving Air Jordans to Pope Francis, 
his Michigan Wolverines dominat- 
ed this year’s NFL Draft, with 11 
players selected. Here's a rundown 
of schools whose alumni just got a 
lot richer. 

Michigan 1 

Alabama 10 

Florida 8 

LSU 8 
Miami (Fla. 8 
Utah 8 
Ohio State 7 
Clemson 6 
North Carolina 6 
Tennessee 6 
Pittsburgh 5 
Texas A&M 5 
UCLA 5 
USC 5 
Washington 5 


Patriots Draft Decoded 
Technically, New England drafted just four 
players — the fewest selections by a reign- 
ing Super Bowl champ since the 1995 San 
Francisco 49ers, according to Elias Sports 
Bureau. But what that doesn’t account for 
is the draft capital traded away for veteran 
players. This is the “real” Patriots draft, in 
order of picks used/traded: 


Brandin Cooks, WR [via Saints) 

Kony Ealy, DE [via Panthers] 

Derek Rivers, DE, Youngstown State 
Antonio Garcia, OT, Troy 

Deatrich Wise, DE, Arkansas 

Dwayne Allen, TE (via Colts) 

James O'Shaughnessy, TE (via Chiefs) 
Mike Gillislee, RB (via Bills} 

Conor McDermott, OT, UCLA 


0A) | 2017 DRAFT RECAP 


COOPER KUPP 


Clemson receiver Mike Williams 
(Chargers, No. 7) is the 10th “Mike 
Williams” to be selected in NFL 
Draft history and the fourth “Mike 
Williams” to go in the first round, 
Unfortunately, the nine previous 
Mike Williamses have combined for 
zero Pro Bowl appearances, 


Power Five 

Of the 253 players drafted, 181 {or 
71.5 percent) came from a “Power 
5” conference. The SEC earned the 
top spot, yet again. But the Big 12 
struggled, with fewer players draft- 
ed (14) than the American Athletic 
Conference (15). 


SEC 53 
ACC 43 
Pac-12 36 
BigTen 35 
Bigt2 14 


It's been well publicized that Christian 
McCaffrey’s father, Ed, was a three-time 
Super Bowl-winning receiver during his 
13-year NFL career. But Christian’s elite 
sports bloodlines don’t stop there. His 


uncle, Billy McCaffrey, scored 16 points in 

Duke basketball's 1991 national champion- 
ship game win, before transferring and be- 
coming an All-American at Vanderbilt. And 
Christian's maternal grandfather, David 
Sime, won the silver medal in the 100-me- 
ter dash at the 1960 Rome Olympics. 
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1. 
2. 
eh 
4 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


Sam Darnold 
Arden Key 
Mike McGlinchey 
Christian Kirk 
Josh Allen 
Derwin James 
Malik Jefferson 
Sam Hubbard 
Saquon Barkley 
Quenton Nelson 


. Calvin Ridley 

. Christian Wilkins 
. Mitch Hyatt 

. Tyquan Lewis 


Minkah Fitzpatrick 
Tarvarus McFadden 
Josh Rosen 
Cameron Smith 


. Da'Ron Payne 
. Derrius Guice 
. Da’Shawn Hand 
. Bradley Chubb 
. Martez Ivey 


James Washington 


|. Jordan Whitehead 


LSU 
Notre Dame 


Texas A&M 
Wyoming 
Florida State 
Texas 

Ohio State 
Penn State 
Notre Dame 
Alabama 
Clemson 
Clemson 
Ohio State 
Alabama 
Florida State 
UCLA 

USC 
Alabama 
LSU 
Alabama 

NC State 
Florida 
Oklahoma State 
Pittsburgh 


. Jaire Alexander 
. Brian Allen 


Martinas Rankin 


. Byron Cowart 

). Harold Landry 

. Adonis Alexander 
. Courtland Sutton 
}. Jerry Tillery 

. Jake Browning 

. Antonio Callaway 
. Geron Christian 

|. Shaun Dion Hamilton 
|. Brock Ruble 

|. Marcell Frazier 

). Trenton Thompson 
. Toby Weathersby 


Porter Gustin 


. Parris Campbell 


Bo Scarbrough 
Iman Marshall 


. CeCe Jefferson 
|. Royce Freeman 


Josh Sweat 


. Billy Price 
|. Dalton Schultz 
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Louisville 
Michigan State 
Mississippi State 
Auburn 

Boston College 
Virginia Tech 
SMU 

Notre Dame 
Washington 
Florida 
Louisville 
Alabama 

Florida State 
Missouri 
Georgia 

LSU 

USC 

Ohio State 
Alabama 

USC 

Florida 

Oregon 

Florida State 
Ohio State 
Stanford 


Darnold: Peter Brouillet; Key: Tom Lynn; Barkley: Bruce Schwartzman; Wilkins, Washington: Harrison McClary/Athton Sports 


srers preys rene grea orens Rens 


greys 


Sam Darnold USC 
Josh Allen Wyoming 

Josh Rosen UCLA 

Jake Browning Washington 
Mason Rudolph Oklahoma State 


. Saquon Barkley Penn State 
. DerriusGuice LSU 
. Bo Scarbrough Alabama 


Royce Freeman Oregon 


. Nick Chubb Georgia 


Christian Kirk — Texas A&M 
Calvin Ridley Alabama 
James Washington Oklahoma State 
Courtland Sutton SMU 

Antonio Callaway Florida 


Dalton Schultz Stanford 
Troy Fumagalli Wisconsin 
DeAndre Goolsby Florida 
Mark Andrews Oklahoma 
Cam Serigne Wake Forest 
. BrianAllen Michigan State 
Nick Linder Miami 
Will Clapp LsU 
Mason Cole Michigan 
Austin Golson = Auburn 


Quenton Nelson Notre Dame 
Martez Ivey Florida 

Billy Price Ohio State 

Scott Quessenberry UCLA 

Cody O'Connell Washington State 


Mike McGlinchey Notre Dame 
Mitch Hyatt Clemson 
Martinas Rankin Mississippi State 
Geron Christian Louisville 


. Brock Ruble Florida State 


Pens reno Frenne PR eENs Pens 


sR ene 


Pens 


‘Arden Key 
Sam Hubbard 
Tyquan Lewis 
Da’Shawn Hand 
Bradley Chubb 


Christian Wilkins 
Da'Ron Payne 
Jerry Tillery 
Trenton Thompson 
Derrick Nnadi 


Cameron Smith 
Shaun Dion Hamilton 
Kendall Joseph 
Azeem Victor 

Jack Cichy 


Malik Jefferson 
Harold Landry 
Porter Gustin 
Tremaine Edmunds 
‘Skai Moore 


Minkah Fitzpatrick 
Tarvarus McFadden 
Jaire Alexander 
Adonis Alexander 
Iman Marshall 


Nick Washington 
Damon Webb 
Kyzir White 

Trey Marshall 
D'Cota Dixon 


Derwin James 
Jordan Whitehead 
Armani Watts 
Ronnie Harrison 
Van Smith 


LsuU 

Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Alabama 
NC State 


Clemson 
Alabama 
Notre Dame 
Georgia 
Florida State 


usc 
Alabama 
Clemson 
Washington 
Wisconsin 


Texas 

Boston College 
usc 

Virginia Tech 
South Carolina 


Alabama 
Florida State 
Louisville 
Virginia Tech 
usc 


Florida 

Ohio State 
West Virginia 
Florida State 
Wisconsin 


Florida State 
Pittsburgh 
Texas A&M 
Alabama 
Clemson 


MINKAH FITZPATRI 
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(1 


PRESEASON 


. Alabama 

. Ohio State 

. Florida State 

. Washington 

USC 

. Penn State 

. Clemson 

. Oklahoma 

. Auburn 

. Michigan 

. LSU 

. Wisconsin 

. Texas 

. Oklahoma State 

. Georgia 

. Florida 

. Stanford 

. Louisville 

. Tennessee 

}. Notre Dame 

. Oregon 

. Kansas State 

. Miami 

. USF 

. Virginia Tech 
West Virginia 

. NC State 
Washington State 

. Arkansas 

. Mississippi State 

. Pittsburgh 

. TCU 

. UCLA 

. Colorado 

. Boise State 

. Georgia Tech 

. Texas A&M 

. Utah 

. BYU 

. South Carolina 

. Northwestern 

. North Carolina 

. Nebraska 

. lowa 

. Kentucky 

. Ole Miss 

. Baylor 

. Vanderbilt 

. Michigan State 

. Minnesota 

. Memphis 

. Wake Forest 

. Arizona State 

. Indiana 


. Missouri 

. Navy 

. Maryland 

. Colorado State 

. Houston 
lowa State 

. San Diego State 

. Duke 

. Syracuse 

. Texas Tech 

. Oregon State 

. Arizona 

. Appalachian State 

. Troy 

. Toledo 

. Boston College 
Louisiana Tech 

. Wyoming 

|. WKU 

. Tulsa 

. Middle Tennessee 

. California 

. Air Force 

. Miami [Ohio] 
UCF 

. Army 
Temple 
SMU 
Western Michigan 

. Purdue 

. Ohio 

. Arkansas State 
Virginia 

. Hawaii 

. Kansas 

. Old Dominion 

. Rutgers 

. Illinois 

. Southern Miss 

. UTSA 

. Cincinnati 

. New Mexico 
Utah State 

. FAU 

|. Northern Illinois 

. Tulane 

. Connecticut 

. Eastern Michigan 

. South Alabama 

. Idaho 

|. UNLV 

. Central Michigan 

. Marshall 


North Texas 
Na 


109. 


110. 


Akron 
Louisiana 


. Georgia Southern 


East Carolina 
FIU 

Bowling Green 
Nevada 

Ball State 
Fresno State 
Rice 


. ULM 
. UTEP 


Georgia State 


. San Jose State 


Buffalo 
Coastal Carolina 


. New Mexico State 
. Charlotte 


Kent State 


. UMass 
. Texas State 
. UAB 


J.T. BARRETT, OHIO STATE 


DEONDRE FRANCOIS, FLORIDA STATE 
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CONFERENCE 


PREDICTIONS 


(acc 
ATLANTIC 
1. Florida State 12-1, 8-0 


4, NC State 7-5, 4-4 

5. Wake Forest 6-6, 3-5 

6. Syracuse 5-7, 2-6 

7. Boston College 5-7, 2-6 


COASTAL 

1. Miami 9-4, 5-3 

2. Virginia Tech 9-3, 5-3 
3. Pittsburgh 7-5, 5-3 

4. Georgia Tech 7-5, 4-4 
5. North Carolina 7-5, 4-4 
6. Duke 4-8, 2-6 

7. Virginia 3-9, 1-7 


ACC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Florida State over Miami 
AMERICAN 
ATHLETIC 

EAST 

1. USF 12-1, 7-1 

2. UCF 7-5, 5-3 

3. Temple 6-6, 4-4 

4. Cincinnati 4-8, 2-6 

5. Connecticut 3-9, 2-6 
6. East Carolina 3-9, 2-6 
WEST 

1, Memphis 9-4, 6-2 

2. Navy 8-4, 5-3 

3. Houston 7-5, 5-3 

4. Tulsa 7-5, 5-3 

5. SMU 6-6, 3-5 

6. Tulane 4-8, 2-6 

AAC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
USF over Memphis. 


BIG 12 

1, Oklahoma 11-2, 8-1 

2. Texas 9-4, 7-2 

3. Oklahoma State 9-3, 6-3 

4, Kansas State 8-4, 5-4 

5. West Virginia 7-5, 5-4 

6. TCU 7-5, 5-4 

7. Baylor 6-6, 3-6 

8. lowa State 5-7, 3-6 

9. Texas Tech 5-7, 3-6 

10. Kansas 3-9, 0-9 

BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Oklahoma over Texas 


Records are projections for the 2017 season, 
overall and conference, through the regular 
season and conference championship games 


BIG TEN 

EAST 

1. Ohio State 12-1, 8-1 

2. Penn State 10-2, 7-2 

3. Michigan 10-2, 7-2 

4. Michigan State 6-6, 4-5 
5, Indiana 7-5, 4-5 

6, Maryland 6-6, 4-5 

7, Rutgers 3-9, 1-8 

WEST 

1. Wisconsin 10-3, 7-2 

2. Northwestern 8-4, 5-4 
3. Nebraska 7-5, 5-4 

4, lowa 7-5, 4-5 

5. Minnesota 6-6, 4-5 

6. Purdue 3-9, 2-7 

7. Illinois 2-10, 1-8 

BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Ohio State over Wisconsin 


CONFERENCE USA 
EAST 

1. WKU 9-4, 6-2 

2. Middle Tennessee 7-5, 6-2 
3. Old Dominion 7-5, 5-3 

4. FAU 6-6, 4-4 

5. Marshall 5-7, 4-4 

6. FIU 5-7, 4-4 

7, Charlotte 3-9, 1-7 

WEST 

1, Louisiana Tech 9-4, 6-2 

2. Southern Miss 7-5, 5-3 

3. UTSA 7-5, 5-3 

4. North Texas 5-7, 3-5 

5. Rice 3-9, 3-5 

6. UTEP 3-9, 3-5 

7, UAB 3-9, 1-7 

C-USA CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Louisiana Tech over WKU 


INDEPENDENTS 
1. Notre Dame 8-4 

2, BYU 9-4 

3. Army 7-5 

4. UMass 2-10 


MAC 

EAST 

1. Miami [Ohio] 8-5, 6-2 

2. Ohio 7-5, 5-3 

3. Akron 5-7, 4-4 

4. Bowling Green 4-8, 3-5 
5. Buffalo 3-9, 2-6 

6. Kent State 3-9, 2-6 

WEST 

1. Toledo 10-3, 6-2 

2, Western Michigan 7-5, 5-3 
3. Northern Illinois 6-6, 5-3 
4. Eastern Michigan 5-7, 4-4 
5, Central Michigan 5-7, 4-4 
6, Ball State 4-8, 2-6 


MAC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Toledo over Miami (Ohio) 


MOUNTAIN WEST 
MOUNTAIN 

1. Boise State 10-3, 7-1 

2. Colorado State 8-4, 6-2 
3. Wyoming 7-5, 5-3 

4, Air Force 6-6, 4-4 

5. New Mexico 6-6, 4-4 

6, Utah State 4-8, 3-5 
WEST 

1. San Diego State 8-5, 6-2 
2. Hawaii 7-5, 5-3 

3. UNLV 4-8, 3-5 

4, Nevada 3-9, 2-6 

5. Fresno State 3-9, 2-6 

6, San Jose State 2-11, 1-7 
MW CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Boise State over 

San Diego State 


(Pac-i2 


NORTH 

1. Washington 12-1, 8-1 
2. Stanford 9-3, 6-3 

3. Oregon 8-4, 5-4 

4, Washington State 8-4, 5-4 
5. Oregon State 5-7, 3-6 
6. California 3-9, 2-7 
SOUTH 

1, USC 11-2, 8-1 

2. UCLA 7-5, 5-4 

3. Colorado 7-5, 4-5 

4, Utah 7-5, 4-5 

5. Arizona State 5-7, 2-7 
6. Arizona 5-7, 2-7 


PAC-12 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Washington over USC 


SEC 

EAST 

1. Georgia 9-4, 6-2 

2. Florida 8-4, 6-2 

3. Tennessee 8-4, 4-4 

4. South Carolina 6-6, 4-4 
5. Kentucky 7-5, 4-4 

6. Vanderbilt 6-6, 3-5 

7. Missouri 5-7, 1-7 

WEST 

1. Alabama 12-1, 7-1 

2. Auburn 9-3, 6-2 

3. LSU 9-3, 5-3 

4. Arkansas 7-5, 3-5 

5. Mississippi State 7-5, 3-5 
6. Texas A&M 7-5, 3-5 

7. Ole Miss 5-7, 1-7 


‘SEC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Alabama over Georgia 


SUN BELT 

1. Appalachian State 9-3, 7-1 
2. Troy 9-3, 7-1 

3. Arkansas State 7-5, 6-2 

4, South Alabama 6-6, 5-3 

5. Idaho 6-6, 4-4 

6, Louisiana 5-7, 4-4 

7. Georgia Southern 5-7, 4-4 
8. ULM 4-8, 4-4 

9. Georgia State 3-9, 2-6 

10. Coastal Carolina 4-8, 2-6 
11, New Mexico State 3-9, 2-6 
12. Texas State 2-10, 1-7 
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“Unless you think David Johnson and/ 

or Le’Veon Bell will bust marvelously, 
there's just no way to displace them at the 
top of your draft. Both backs outscored 
the top wide receiver, Antonio Brown, by 
roughly 5-7 points per game across fanta- 
sy scoring formats last season. Johnson's 
20 total TDs leave room for regression, 
but he’s also capable of improving on 4.2 
yards per carry and a 66.7 percent catch 
rate. Bell ranked in the top three in scor- 
ing across formats despite missing four 
games. He tallied three more carries per 
game last year than his previous high, but 
his numbers weren't otherwise out of line 
with previous campaigns. The risk with 
him is the injury history, but he’s a better 
bet for per-game points. I'll take him just 
ahead of Johnson.” 

— Matt Schauf, DraftSharks.com 


“At first it was a toss-up between David 
Johnson and Le’Veon Bell, but when you 
consider that Johnson still has Carson 
Palmer as his quarterback, the decision 
to tab Bell as the No. 1 overall pick in this 
year's fantasy drafts is rather simple. The 
knock on Bell has always been that he’s 
slightly injury-prone, but his production 
is well worth the risk. Not only could he 
rush for more than 1,500 yards, but he’s 
also basically the Steelers’ No. 2 receiver, 
meaning he has the opportunity to add 
75-plus catches. The potential is there 
for a 1,000-yard rushing and a 1,000-yard 
receiving season. Throw in 10-plus touch- 
downs and you have a fantasy stud.” 


‘om 


contributor 
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“Le’Veon Bell is my No. 1 this season. 
With a very real 1A and 1B situation 
between David Johnson and Bell, | lean to 
Bell because of his opportunity to capital- 
ize on a full season. With a more potent 
receiving corps that should only improve 
his output and usefulness in the offense, 
Bell will remain a player who gets it done 
in all aspects of fantasy. Another 1,500 
rushing yards and 500-plus receiving 
yards are not out of the question. In fact, 
Bell's chances may be better than John- 
son’s in this respect due to a stronger 
supporting cast.” 

— Chris Meyers, AthlonSports.com 
contributor 


a 


“Last year in this space, | couldn't bring myself to 
endorse David Johnson for the No. 1 overall pick 
based on his part-time status as a rookie in 2015. 
With most draft formats relegating you to the end 
of Round 2, No. 1 overall is no place to gamble. 
But those who did won big with Johnson, and 

he looks like a much safer bet this time around. 
While | still worry that his 20-touchdown 2016 
will be difficult to repeat, he proved to be durable 
enough to play all 16 games, and he doubled his 
receptions per game. The result was a league- 
best 2,118 yards from scrimmage, a number he 
should approach again. Maybe Ezekiel Elliott 
improves on a stunning rookie season and passes 
Johnson. Maybe Le'Veon Bell plays all 16 games. 
But I'm not betting on a maybe at No. 1.” 

- John Gworek, Athlon Sports 


“David Johnson gets 20-plus carries per game 
regularly, and he hauled in seven or more catch- 
es five times in his last 10 games last year. This 
Cardinals’ offense is dynamic on the ground and 
in the air, and that makes Johnson a threat on ev- 
ery snap. While I'd be satisfied with Ezekiel Elliott 
at No, 2 and Le’Veon Bell at No. 3, I'm more than 
happy taking the best player in fantasy football at 
No. 1, knowing his NFL team wants him to score 
as much as his fantasy owners do.” 

— David Gonos, FNTSY.com/ SoCalledFantasyEx- 
perts.com 


“Ina league where it's hard to find a three-down 
back, especially one who also can line up as a re- 
ceiver, David Johnson is the No. 1 overall pick for 
fantasy drafts in 2017. He's only 25, and it is likely 
that Johnson will see 30 touches a game this 
season. In fact, the Cardinals are looking to find 
ways to get him the ball even more, while Le’Veon 
Bell may see a reduced workload because of 
injuries he’s suffered in the past. The sample size 
on Johnson is small (the end of 2015 and the ‘16 
season], but he has shown he's one of the most 
talented running backs in the league — which 
means plenty of fantasy points for his owners. 
Don't forget that he had the second-most rushing 
touchdowns [16] and the most total scores (20) in 
the NFL.” 

— Sarah Lewis, AthlonSports.com contributor 


“You can’t go wrong with Le’Veon Bell, Ezekiel 
Elliott or David Johnson as the No. 1 pick, but my 
choice would be Johnson. As great as Elliott was 
last season, | think the Cowboys’ offense leans 
too heavy to the run, which limits his opportuni- 
ties as a receiver. Bellis a stud, but he’s missed 
time each of the past two seasons [for different 
reasons], and his supporting cast is stronger 
than Johnson’s. The Cardinals’ offense revolves 
around Johnson, and that's not likely to change 
with 37-year-old Carson Palmer at quarterback. 
All three running backs are going to get plenty 
of touches; | just like Johnson's chances of doing 
more damage when he has the ball.” 

— Mark Ross, Athlon Sports 


“I think you can make legitimate arguments for any of the three best running 
backs in the NFL — David Johnson, Le’Veon Bell or Ezekiel Eliott. All three 
figure to be heavily involved in their respective team’s offense, but Elliott is part 
of an attack that is built around the run rather than the pass. The strength of 
Dallas’ offensive line also serves as a bit of a tiebreaker. Johnson and Bell both 
ended last year hurt, and the latter has been suspended previously for some 
off-the-field missteps. The Cowboys also are more likely to give Elliott the ball to 
protect late leads and run down the clock compared to the Cardinals or Steel- 
ers. It's splitting hairs, but | feel safest about Elliott returning the value of No. 1 
overall.” — Rivers McCown, Football Outsiders 
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FANTASY FOOTBALL 


POSITION RANKING 


O 1. AaronRodgers GB 8 Alex Smith 

O 2. Tom Brady NE 9 | (22. Ryan Tannehill MIA 1 
O 3. Drew Brees NO 5 |023. Carson Palmer ARL 8 
O 4, Andrew Luck IND 11 | 124. Joe Flacco BAL 10 
5. Russell Wilson SEA 6 | (125. SamBradford = MIN 9 
O 6. Philip Rivers LAC 9 | (26, Brian Hoyer SE sm. 
O 7 Kirk Cousins WAS 5 |(27, Jared Goff LAR 8 
O 8. Dak Prescott DAL 6 | (28. Josh McCown NY) 11 


O 9. Jameis Winston TB 11 _|029. Trevor Siemian DEN 5 
(10. Matthew Stafford DET 7 | (30. Paxton Lynch DEN 5S 
O11. CamNewton —_CAR_11'_ |131, Tom Savage HOU 7 
O12. Marcus Mariota TEN 8 | (32, MikeGlennon CHI 9 
(113. Ben Roethlisberger PIT 9 | (133. Cody Kessler CLE 9 
014. Matt Ryan ATL 5 | (34. Mitchell Trubisky CHI 9 
15. Blake Bortles JAC 8 |(035. Deshaun Watson HOU 7 
016. Andy Dalton CIN 6 |(036. PatrickMahomes KC 10 
- O 17, Tyrod Taylor BUF 6 |(137. Brock Osweiler CLE <5) 
CORES = 018. Eli Manning NYG 8 |(38. Derek Anderson CAR 11 
119. Derek Carr OAK 10 |0139. CaseKeenum — MIN 3 
RUNNING BACKS 20. Carson Wentz PH!‘ 10 |1140. DrewStanton —ARI_-8 
1 1. Davidjohnson ARI 8 |C4i, Rex Burkhead NE 9 
Cl 2. Le'Veon Bell PIT 9 |(42, OukeJohnsonjr CLE 9 
O13. EzekielElliott DAL 6 |[043. Darren Sproles PHI 10 
14, MelvinGordon LAC 9 | (44. James White NE 9 
15. Devonta Freeman ATL 5 |(145. LataviusMurray MIN 9 
O16. leSeanMeCoy BUF 6 |(046.jamaaiCharles DEN 5 & 
Ol 7 JordanHoward CHI 9 |(147, Wendell Smallwood PH! 10 5 
O 8. Jay Ajayi MIA 11 |(148. Marlon Mack IND 1 & 
O 9. DeMarcoMurray TEN 8 |(0149. Ryan Mathews PHI 10 & 
O10. LamarMiller HOU 7 |(150. Jalen Richard OAK 10 3 
OM. Todd Gurley LAR 8 | (151, DeAndre Washington OAK 10 2 
O12. Carlos Hyde SE 1 |052, ChrisThompson WAS 5 — 
(013. Leonard Fournette JAC 8 |O153. ShaneVereen NYG 8 3 
(14. Christian McCaffrey CAR 11 |[54. Rob Kelley WAS 5 = 
115. TyMontgomery GB 8 | (355. Jonathan Williams BUF 6 2 
16. Isaiah Crowell CLE_9_ | 0056. Charles Sims 3 11 e 
117, Mark Ingram NO 5 |(157, Jeremy Hill CIN 6 ie 
O18. TevinColeman ATL 5_ | 058. Zach Zenner DET 7 = 
O19. Paul Perkins NYG 8 |(059. Dion Lewis NE 9 a 
20. Dalvin Cook MIN 9 |CJ60. Donnel Pumphrey PHI 10 = 
O21. Bilal Powell NY) 11 |O161. Jeremy MecNichols TB 11 = 
22. CJ. Anderson DEN 5_ | C62. Tj, Yeldon JAC 8 a 
23. Spencer Ware KC _10 |[63. Jamaal Williams GB 8 = 
(24, Danny Woodhead BAL 10 |C64. Tyler Ervin HOU 7 = 
25. Theo Riddick DET 7 |(65. Jonathan Stewart CAR 11 8 
O26. Cio Bernard CIN 6 |0)66. TerranceWest BAL 10 = 
27, Eddie Lacy SEA 6 |Q67 KenyanDrake MIA 11 3 
C28. Frank Gore IND 11/68. Tarik Cohen CHI 9 2 
29. MikeGillislee NE 9 |(169. D'OntaForeman HOU 7 & 
130. Marshawn Lynch OAK 10 |CI70. WayneGallman NYG 8 5 
O31. Kenneth Dixon BAL 10 |(171. Tj. Logan ARI 8 = 
32, Matt Forté NY) 11 |72. Robert Turbin IND 11 ~ 
1033, Samaje Perine WAS 5 |(173.LanceDunbar LAR 8 s 
034. CJ. Prosise SEA 6 |074. JacquizzRodgers TB 11 3 
035. Ameer Abdullah DET 7 |(175.JamesConner PIT 9 < 
36, Joe Mixon CIN 6 |76. Thomas Rawls SEA 6 a 
37. KareemHunt —-KC_-10 |0077 Andre Ellington ARI 8 5 
038. Doug Martin TB 11 |178. AlfredMorris DAL 6 3 
39. Adrian Peterson NO 5 |(079. Chris Ivory Jac 8 (3 
(40. Derrick Henry TEN 8 |()80.JerickMcKinnon MIN 9 2 
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TIGHT ENDS 


TIGHT ENDS: TEAM _ BYE TIGHT ENDS. TEAM _ BYE 
WIDE RECEIVERS O 1. RobGronkowski NE 9 /(26. JjuliusThomas MIA 11 
2, JordanReed WAS 5 |(127.JermaineGresham ARI 8 
TEAM __ BYE WIDE RECEIVERS: 7 
1. Antonio Brown PIT 9 | L146. Kevin White CHIT Gi, eee wiea etl et ae aay ia 
I a E 
e z Die Beckhram f= NYG 2 | 47ekenny Bett CLE 9 15, Delanie Walker TEN 8 |[130, Benjamin Watson BAL 10 
Julio Jones ATL 5 |(48.AdamThielen MIN 9 o v 
i C6. jimmyGraham SEA 6 |(31. RyanGriffin HOU 7 
O 4. Mike Evans TB 11 | 049. Quincy Enunwa NY) 11 D 7. Eric Ebron DET 7 |D32. Erik Swoope IND 11 
C5. Jordy Nelson GB 8 |Os0. Cameron Meredith CHI 9 Ps 
Te Alicten rininase (SESE Teng .B-HunterHenry LAC 9 | 0133. A. Derby DEN 5 
D 7. DezBr © 9. Austin Hooper ATL 5 | 0134. Tyler Higbee LAR 8 
ez Bryant DAL 6 |(52. Kenny Stills MIA 11 b 
SIT O10, Kyle Rudolph MIN. 9. |(35. Dennis Pitta BAL 10 
ichael Thomas NO 5 |(53. Terrelle Pryor WAS 5 
0 9. TY Hilton IND 11 | O54. Eric Decker NL, Dtidzach ert UIE 0 | E1se8 otter Ledge cease a 
(10. Demaryius Thomas DEN 5 |[ISS. Marvinjones DET 7 ary fae Cy § ae ee ee Ae - 
O11. Golden Tate DET 7 | O36. Tyler Lockett SEA 6 if it ae, sai 
O12. BrandinCooks NE 9 |(57. Breshad Perriman BAL 10 ee ie ai on . aS ei ae : 
(13. AmariCooper OAK 10 | O58. Cole Beasley DAL 6 Hower Jena 
5 : O16. Charles Clay BUF 6 |(141. SethDeValve CLE 93 
14, Doug Baldwin SEA 6 |(59. Allen Hurns JAC 8 
O 17. Jack Doyle IND 11 | 0442, Trey Burton PHI 10 
115, Keenan Allen LAC 9 | (0. TaylorGabriel ATL 5 ; 
a = O18. LadariusGreen PIT | (143. Vernon Davis WAS 5 
16. DeAndre Hopkins HOU 7 |Q61. Will Fuller HOU ee eee REE SEP 
77 AllenRobinson JAC 8 |Cl62. RobbyAnderson NYj 11 y Fleener cbs TaWisieS| 
; 020. Evan Engram NYG 8 |(45. AdamShaheen CHI 9 
8, julian Edelman NE 9 |(s3, Sterling Shepard NYG @ 9 520 F\70 Eee ee a cre 
(19, Michael Crabtree OAK 10 |(64. Tavon Austin LAR 8 1. Fledorowicz Oe 
Boe ; 22, David Njoku Cle 9 |047. Virgil Green DEN 5 
ammy Watkins BUF 6 |O55. Zay jones BUF 6 
nace 223, Jared Cook OAK 10 | 048. Jesse James PIT 9 
jrandon Marshall NYG 8 |(66. |,. Nelson CAR 11 7 = 
7 : 124, Dion Sims CHI 9 |049, LanceKendricks GB 8 
Diz2sMenaviseryant Se 9 | Ele7Maraisetee JAC 8 25, Vance McDonald SF 11 |CISO.CameronBrate 1B I 
0023, jarvis Landry MIA 11_| C68. josh Doctson WAS. 5 : 
(24, Larry Fitzgerald ARI 8 | 0169. john Ross CIN 6 
025, Alshon Jeffery PH! 10 |OI70. DevinFunchess CAR 11 DEFENSE/ SPECIAL TEAMS 
026, Davante Adams GB 8 |O171. RobertWoods LAR 8 
O27 Kelvin Benjamin CAR 11 | (172. Terrance Williams DAL 6 DEFENSE/ SPECIALTEAMS _ BYE DEFENSE/ SPECIAL TEAMS. 
28. Pierre Garcon SF_ 11 [O73 TorreySmith PHI 10 O 1.Arizona 8 [0 17.LA.Rams 8 
29. Emmanuel Sanders DEN 5 |(174. MohamedSanu ATL 5 D2. Kansas City 10 |Q 18. Buffalo 6 
(30. DeSean Jackson TB 11 |075. Mike Williams LAC 9 O 3.L.A.Chargers 9 |O 19. Cincinnati 6 
31. Donte Moncrief IND 11 |0176. Laquon Treadwell MIN 9 o 4. Denver 5 21.20 Gren Bay 8 
(32. CoreyColeman CLE 9 |(77. CurtisSamuel CAR 11 E-S-N¥. Glants aes Fietebureh 2 
033. Willie Snead NO 5 |O78. PaulRichardson SEA 6 pereetiee 6 |G 23. Washington 5 
1034, jeremy Maclin KC 10 |0079. Marquise Goodwin SF 11 See Helston Soils ery et ae 
135. Mike Wallace BAL 10. | 180. CordarellePattersonOAK. 10 5 Carolina q |G) 25 San Francisco 11 
36, Stefon Diggs MIN 9 |C81. BrandonColeman NO 5 2 10.Philadelphia 10 | C1 26. Tennessee 8 
37, Tyrell Williams LAC 9 |(82. Taywan Taylor TEN 8 O 1. Atlanta 5 |O 27 Detroit Zz 
(38, Jordan Matthews PHI 10 |(183. Jermaine Kearse SEA 6 O 12. TampaBay —11_ | 28. Chicago 3 
Ne 
39, John Brown ARI 8 |O84. Kamar Aiken IND 11 O 13. Baltimore 10 | 25, Dallas 6 
40. Jamison Crowder WAS 5 | O85. Tyler Boyd CIN 6 O 14. New England 9 |0 30.N¥.Jets n 
41. DeVante Parker MIA 11 |D86. Travis Benjamin LAC 9 O15. Jacksonville 8 |Q 31.Indianapolis 11 
(042, Ted Ginn jr. No 5 | O87. Chris Hogan NE 9 O16. Miami 1 1G 32. Cleveland 3 
(043, Randall Cobb ——GB_-8_ | D188. Chris Conley KC 10 
(44, Rishard Matthews TEN 8 |[189. Malcolm Mitchell NE 9 
4s. Tyreek Hill KC 10 10190. Kenny Golladay DET 7 
KICKERS TEAM BYE KICKERS TEAM 
O 1. justin Tucker BAL 10 |0117 Brandon McManus DEN 5S 
1 2. Stephen Gostkowski NE 9 | (118. Jason Mayers JAC 8 
© 3, Dan Bailey DAL 6 |(019. Roberto Aguayo TB 11 
O 4. DustinHopkins WAS S |(20. Phil Dawson ARI 8 
C 5. Matt Bryant ATL 5 |(21, Blair Walsh SEA 6 
C6, Cairo Santos KC 10 |C22. Chris Boswell PIT 9 
7. Adam Vinatieri ND 11 |(23. Andrew Franks MIA 11 
18, Mason Crosby GB 8_| (24, Kal Forbath MIN. 9 
1 9.Caleb Sturgis PHI 10 | (025. RobbieGould = SF_Ti 
010. Josh Lambo LAC 9 | (26. Greg Zuerlein LAR 8 
O 1. Sebastian JanikowskiOAK 10 | (127, jake Elliott CIN 6 
12. Matt Prater DET 7 |028. Harrison Butker CAR 11 
O13, WilLutz NO 5 |(129. ZaneGonzalez CLE 9 
(14, Stephen Hauschka BUF 6 | (30. ConnorBarth CHI 9 
115, Nick Novak HOU 7 |O31. Chandler Catanzaro NY) 11 = 
O16. Ryan Succop ‘TEN 8 | (132. AldrickRosas NYG 8 JUSTIN TUCKER 
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David Johnson, ARI 

. Le'Veon Bell, PIT 
Antonio Brown, PIT 
Ezekiel Elliott, DAL 


i 71, Jeremy Maclin, KC 
2. 

3 

4 

5. Odell Beckham J., NYG 

6. 

A 

8. 

9 


72. Mike Wallace, BAL 
73. Stefon Diggs, MIN 

74, Theo Riddick, DET 

75. Giovani Bernard, CIN 
76. Kirk Cousins, WAS 

77. Dak Prescott, DAL 

78, Jameis Winston, TB 
79, Tyrell Williams, LAC 
80. Jordan Matthews, PH| 
81, John Brown, ARI 

82. Jamison Crowder, WAS 
83, Eddie Lacy, SEA 

84. Frank Gore, IND 

Mike Gillislee, NE 

86. Marshawn Lynch, OAK 
87. Kenneth Dixon, BAL 
88 Matt Forté, NY) 

89. Hunter Henry, LAC 

90. Austin Hooper, ATL 

91. Kyle Rudolph, MIN 

92. Zach Ertz, PH! 

93. DeVante Parker, MIA 
94, Ted Ginn jr., NO 

95. Randall Cobb, GB 

96. Rishard Matthews, TEN 
97, Tyreek Hill, KC 

98. Kevin White, CHI 

99. Samaje Perine, WAS 
O 100, CJ. Prosise, SEA 

© 10). Ameer Abdullah, DET 
0 102. Joe Mixon, CIN 

D 103. Kareem Hunt, KC 

0 104. Doug Martin, TB 

0 105. Matthew Stafford, DET 
0 106, Cam Newton, CAR 

© 107, Marcus Mariota, TEN 
0 108. Kenny Britt, CLE 

0 109, Adam Thielen, MIN 

1 110. Quincy Enunwa, NY) 
O 1, Cameron Meredith, CHI 
O 112, Jason Witten, DAL 

0 113, Martellus Bennett, GB 
O 14, Tyler Elfert, CIN 
O15, 0). Howard, 78 
Q 
a 
oO 
a 


Julio Jones, ATL 

‘Mike Evans, TB 

Jordy Nelson, GB 

A\. Green, CIN 

10. Dez Bryant, DAL 

11, Melvin Gordon, LAC 
12. Devonta Freeman, ATL 
13, LeSean McCoy, BUF 
14, Michael Thomas, NO 
15, TY. Hilton, IND 

16. Rob Gronkowski, NE 
17, Jordan Howard, CH! 

18. Jay Ajayi, MIA 

19, DeMarco Murray, TEN 
20, Lamar Miller, HOU 

21, Todd Gurley, LAR 

22. Demaryius Thomas, DEN 
23, Golden Tate, DET 

24. Brandin Cooks, NE 

25, Amari Cooper, OAK 
26, Doug Baldwin, SEA 
27, Keenan Allen, LAC 

28, DeAndre Hopkins, HOU 
29, Allen Robinson, JAC 
30, Carlos Hyde, SF 

31, Leonard Fournette, JAC 
32, Christian MeCaffrey, CAR 
33, julian Edelman, NE 

34, Michael Crabtree, OAK 
35, Sammy Watkins, BUF 
Aaron Rodgers, GE 

37. Tom Brady, NE 

38. Drew Brees, NO 

39. Brandon Marshall, NYG 
40. Martavis Bryant, PIT 
4). Jarvis Landry, MIA 

42, Larry Fitzgerald, AR| 
43, Alshon Jeffery, PHI 
44, Jordan Reed, WAS 

45, Ty Montgomery, GB 
46, Isaiah Crowell, CLE 

47. Mark Ingram, NO 

48, Tevin Coleman, ATL 
49, Davante Adams, GB 
50. Andrew Luek, IND 

51. Paul Perkins, NVG 

52. Dalvin Cook, MIN 

53, Greg Olsen, CAR 

54. Travis Kelee, KC 

55. Kelvin Benjamin, CAR 
56. Pierre Garcon, SF 

57, Emmanuel Sanders, DEN 
58. Russell Wilson, SEA 


For more Fantasy, visit 
or follow on Twitter 
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ANTONIO BROWN. 


116, Ben Roethlisberger, PIT 
117, Matt Ryan, ATL 
118. Adrian Peterson, NO 
119, Derrick Henry, TEN 
© 120. Corey Davis, TEN 
© 12), Rex Burkhead, NE 
© 122, Duke Johnson Jr, CLE 
O 123, Kenny Stills, MIA 
© 124, Terrelle Pryor Sr., WAS 
O 125. Eric Decker, NY} 
0 126. Marvin Jones, DET 
O 127, Tyler Lockett, SEA 
1 128. Blake Bortles, JAC 
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59, DeSean jackson, TB CO 129. Breshad Perriman, BAL 2 
60, Donte Monerief, IND 130. Cole Beasley, DAL cy 
61, Corey Coleman, CLE 9 131, Allen Hurns, JAC 

62, Willie Snead, NO 5 132, Taylor Gabriel, ATL 

63, Delanie Walker, TEN 8 0 133, Will Fuller V, HOU ee 
64, jimmy Graham, SEA 6 1D 134, Charles Clay, BUF we 
65. Bilal Powell, NY| 1 0135. jack Doyle, IND =8 
66, C,, Anderson, DEN 5 136, Ladarius Green, PIT eg 
67, Spencer Ware, KC 10 C1 137, Coby Fleener, NO 22 
68, Danny Woodhead, BAL 10 C138. Darren Sproles, PH! ba 
69, Philip Rivers, LAC 3 C139, James White, NE ge 
70, Eric Ebron, DET 7 140. Latavius Murray, MIN ge 
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Cardinals 
Chiefs 
Andy Dalton, CIN 
Tyrod Taylor, BUF 

Eli Manning, NYG 
Derek Carr, OAK 
Jamaal Charles, DEN 
Wendell Smallwood, PH 
Robby Anderson, NV) 
Sterling Shepard, NYG 
Tavon Austin, LAR 

Zay Jones, BUF 

J). Nelson, ARI 
Marqise Lee, JAC 

Josh Doctson, WAS 
John Ross, CIN 

Marlon Mack, IND 
Ryan Mathews, PH 
Evan Engram, NYG 

C|, Fiedorowiez, HOU 
David Njoku, CLE 

Jared Cook, OAK 
Carson Wentz, PHI 
Alex Smith, KC 

Ryan Tannehill, MIA 
Carson Palmer, ARI 
Jalen Richard, OAK 
DeAndre Washington, OAK 
Chris Thompson, WAS 
Shane Vereen, NYG 
Rob Kelley, WAS 
Jonathan Williams, BUF 
Charles Sims, TB 
Chargers 

Broncos 

Giants 

Jeremy Hill, CIN 

Zach Zenner, DET 
Devin Funchess, CAR 
Robert Woods, LAR 
Terrance Williams, DAL 
Torrey Smith, PH) 
Mohamed Sanu, ATL 
Mike Williams, LAC 
Dion Lewis, NE 

Donnel Pumphrey, PHI 
Jeremy MeNichols, TS 
Tj. Yeldon, JAC 

Jamaal Williams, GB 
Tyler Ervin, HOU 
Jonathan Stewart, CAR 
Laquon Treadwell, MIN 
Curtis Samuel, CAR 
Paul Richardson, SEA 
Marquise Goodwin, SF 
Cordarrelle Patterson, OAK 
Brandon Coleman, NO 
Vikings 

Seahawks 

Texans 

Panthers 

Terrance West, BAL 
Kenyan Drake, MIA 
Tarik Cohen, CH 
O'Onta Foreman, HOU 
Wayne Gallman, NYG 
Tj. Logan, AR| 

Taywan Taylor, TEN 
Jermaine Kearse, SEA 
Kamar Aiken, IND 


O 2. 
O 212. 
O 23. 
O24. 
O as. 
O 216. 
om. 
O28. 
O 219. 
O20. 
O 221. 
O22. 
0 223. 
O 224. 
0225. 
0 226. 
O 227. 
0228. 
0 223. 
0230. 
O 231. 
0232 
023. 
0234 
0 235, 
0236. 
O 237, 
0238, 
0239, 
0 240. 
O 241. 
O 242. 
O 243, 
0244 
O 25. 
O 246. 
O 27, 
0248, 
0 249, 
0250. 
O 251, 
0282, 
0 253. 
0254. 
ass, 
256, 
O 257 
O2ss. 
0259. 
0260. 
O 261 
O 262. 
0 263. 
0 264. 
0 265. 
O 266. 
O 267 
0 268. 
0 269. 
0270. 
0 27. 
027. 
0 273, 
0 274. 
O 275. 
O 276. 
O 27. 
O78. 
O77 
0280. 
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Tyler Boyd, CIN 
Travis Benjamin, LAC 
Chris Hogan, NE 
Chris Conley, KC 
Malcolm Mitchell, NE 
Kenny Golladay, DET 
Robert Turbin, IND 
Lance Dunbar, LAR 
Jacquizz Rodgers, 18 
James Conner, PIT 
Thomas Rawls, SEA 
Andre Ellington, ARI 
Alfred Morris, DAL 
Chris Ivory, JAC 

Jerick McKinnon, MIN 
Eagles 

Falcons 

Buccaneers 

Joe Flacco, BAL 

Sam Bradford, MIN 
Justin Tucker, BAL 


Stephen Gostkowski, NE 9 
Dan Bailey, DAL 6 
Dustin Hopkins, WAS gs 
Matt Bryant, ATL 5 
Cairo Santos, KC 10 
Adam Vinatieri, INO 1 
Mason Crosby, GB 8 
Caleb Sturgis, PHI 10 
Josh Lambo, LAC g 
Sebastian Janikowski, OAK Mg 10 
Matt Prater, DET a 7 
Brian Hoyer, SF n 
Jared Goff, LAR 8 
Josh McCown, NY) 


Trevor Siemian, DEN 
Paxton Lynch, DEN 
Dion Sims, CHI 

Vance McDonald, SF 
Julius Thomas, MIA 
Jermaine Gresham, ARI 
Antonio Gates, LAC 
Owayne Allen, NE 
Ravens 

Patriots 

Jaguars 

Dolphins 

Rams 

Benjamin Watson, BAL 
Ryan Griffin, HOU 
Erik Swoope, IND 

AJ, Derby, DEN 

Tyler Higbee, LAR 
Dennis Pitta, BAL 
Jordan Leggett, NY) 
Mychal Rivera, JAC 
Clive Walford, OAK 
Gerald Everett, LAR 
Josh Hill, NO 

Braxton Miller, HOU 
Phillip Dorsett, |ND 
Tom Savage, HOU 
Mike Glennon, CH) 
Cody Kessler, CLE 
Mitchel Trubisky, CHI 
Deshaun Watson, HOU 
Bills 

Bengals 

Packers 

Steelers 


FANTASY 


For more Fanta’ 
or follow 


1. Khalil Mack. OAK OL 10 
2, JJ. Watt, HOU 1 7 
4. Luke Kuechly, CAR Bou 
4, BobbyWagner,SEA LB 
§. Nec Ogletree, LAR 1B 8 


LE'VEON BELL 


DoOoODDOoOOoOOoOOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOooOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOooOooOooo0oo0o0000 


6. Kvion Alexander, TB 
7. Naoto Bowman, SF 
8, Aaron Donald, LAR 
9. Vontae Burfct, CIN 
10. Lavonte David, 18 
11, Jamie Collins, CLE 
12. Landon Collins, NYG 
13. Reshad Jones, MIA 
14, Calais Campbell, JAC 


David Johnson, AR! 
Le’Veon Bell, PIT 
Antonio Brown, PIT 
Ezekiel Elliott, DAL 
deli Beckham Jr., NYG 
Julio Jones, ATL 

Mike Evans, T8 

Jordy Nelson, GB 

AJ, Green, CIN 

Dez Bryant, DAL 
Melvin Gordon, LAC 
Devonta Freeman, ATL 
LeSean McCoy, BUF 
Michael Thomas, NO 
TY. Hilton, IND 

Rob Gronkowski, NE 
Jordan Howard, CHI 

Jay Ajayi, MIA 
DeMarco Murray, TEN 
Lamar Miller, HOU 
Todd Gurley, LAR 
Oemaryius Thomas, DEN 
Golden Tate, DET 
Brandin Cooks, NE 
Amari Cooper, OAK 
Doug Baldwin, SEA 
Keenan Allen, LAC 
DeAndre Hopkins, HOU 
Allen Robinson, JAC 
Carlos Hyde, SF 
Leonard Fournette, JAC 
Christian McCaffrey, CAR 
Julian Edelman, NE 
Michael Crabtree, OAK 
Sammy Watkins, BUF 
‘Aaron Rodgers, GB 
Tom Brady, NE 

Drew Brees, NO 
Brandon Marshall, NYG 
Martavis Bryant, PIT 
Jarvis Landry, MIA 
Larry Fitzgerald, AR) 
Alshon Jeffery, PHI 
Jordan Reed, WAS 

Ty Montgomery, GB 
Isaiah Crowell, CLE 
Mark Ingram, NO 
Tevin Coleman, ATL 
Oavante Adams, GB 
Andrew Luck, IND 
Paul Perkins, NYG 
Dalvin Cook, MIN 

Greg Olsen, CAR 
Travis Kelee, KC 

Khalil Mack, OAK 

|. Watt, HOU 

Luke Kuechly, CAR 
Kelvin Benjamin, CAR 
Pierre Garcon, SF 
Emmanuel Sanders, DEN 


LB 11 16. Jason Pierre-Paul, NIG 
1B 11 16, Joey Bosa, LAC 

DL 8 —17.CJ. Mostey, BAL 

1B 6 18. Sean Lee, DAL 

1B 119. Telvin Smith, JAC 
1B 9 20. Ryan Shazier, PIT 

DB 8 2. Danielle Hunter, MIN 
DB 11 — 22. Leonard Williams, NYJ 
DL 8 — 23, Everson Grifen, MIN 
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Russell Wilson, SEA 
DeSean Jackson, TB 
Donte Monerief, IND 
Corey Coleman, CLE 
Willie Snead, NO 
Delanie Walker, TEN 
Jimmy Graham, SEA 
Bilal Powell, NY) 

CJ Anderson, DEN 
Spencer Ware, KC 
Danny Woodhead, BAL 
Philip Rivers, LAC 

Eric Ebron, DET 
Jeremy Maclin, KC 
Mike Wallace, BAL 
Stefon Diggs, MIN 
Theo Riddick, DET 
Giovani Bernard, CIN 
Kirk Cousins, WAS 
Dak Prescott, DAL 
Jameis Winston, T8 
Bobby Wagner, SEA 
Alec Ogletree, LAR 
Kwon Alexander, 18 
Tyrell Williams, LAC 
Jordan Matthews, PHI 
John Brown, ARI 
Jamison Crowder, WAS 
Eddie Lacy, SEA 
Frank Gore, IND 

Mike Gillislee, NE 
Marshawn Lynch, OAK 
NaVorro Bowman, SF 
Aaron Donald, LAR 
Vontaze Burfict, CIN. 
Lavonte David, TB 
Kenneth Dixon, BAL 
Matt Forté, NY) 
Hunter Henry, LAC 
Jamie Collins, CLE 
Landon Collins, NYG 
Reshad Jones, MIA 
Calais Campbell, JAC 
Jason Plerre-Paul, NYG 
Joey Bosa, LAC 
Austin Hooper, ATL 
Kyle Rudolph, MIN 
Zach Ertz, PHI 
DeVante Parker, MIA 
CJ. Mosley, BAL 
Sean Lee, DAL 

Telvin Smith, JAC 
Ryan Shazier, PIT 
Ted Ginn Jr,, NO 
Randall Cobb, GB 
Rishard Matthews, TEN 
Tyreek Hill, KC 

Kevin White, CHI 
Samaje Perine, WAS 
CJ. Prosise, SEA 


24, Olivier Vernon, NYG OL 
25. Cameron Jordan, NO OL 
26, DeForest Buckner, SF OL 
77. Ndamukong Suh, MIA OL 


8. Ezekiel Ansah, DET OL 
29. Carlos Duntap, CIN oL 
30. Muhammad Wilkerson, NYJ OL 
31. Fletcher Cox. PHI ol 


32. Jerrell Freeman, CHI 1B 


; Martin: Tim Umphrey; Ryan: Harrison McClary/Athlon 


= 
& 
= 


1 121. Ameer Abdullah, DET RE i 181. Derek Carr, OAK 10 


1 122. Joe Mixon, CIN ci 6 © 182. Jamaal Charles, DEN Re iy 
7 123, Kareem Hunt, KC ccm 10 © 183. Wendell Smallwood, PHI | 7313) 10 
1 124. Doug Martin, TB cc 1 184, Jarrad Davis, DET in 
O 125. Matthew Stafford, DET 7 CO 185, Reggie Ragland, BUF 6 
126. Cam Newton, CAR 0 186. Deone Bucannon, ARI 8 
127. Marcus Mariota, TEN 1 187, Deion Jones, ATL 5 
128, Kenny Britt, CLE C188, Mark Barron, LAR 8 


© 12, Danielle Hunter, MIN 
0 130. Leonard Williams, NY} 
O 131, Everson Griffen, MIN 
C0 132. Olivier Vernon, NYG 
133, Cameron Jordan, NO 
CO 134, DeForest Buckner, SF 
0 135, Adam Thielen, MIN 

1 136. Quincy Enunwa, NY) 
137, Cameron Meredith, CHI 
0 138, Jason Witten, DAL 
139, Martellus Bennett, GB 
140, Tyler Elfert, CIN 

O 141, 0. Howard, TB 

CO 142, Ben Roethlisberger, PIT 
C143, Matt Ryan, ATL 
C144, Adrian Peterson, NO 
(145. Derrick Henry, TEN 

C0 146. Corey Davis, TEN 

© 147, Ndamukong Suh, MIA 
C148, Ezekiel Ansah, DET 

0 149, Carlos Dunlap, CIN 

0 150, Muhammad Wilkerson, NY} 
© 151, Fletcher Cox, PH! 

C1 152. Rex Burkhead, NE 

© 153, Duke Johnson fr, CLE 

0 154. Kenny Stills, MIA 

0 155, Terrelle Pryor Sr., WAS 

0 156, Jerrell Freeman, CHI 
(157, Benardrick MeKinney, HOU 
C0 158, Eric Kendricks, MIN 

C2 159, Christian Kirksey, CLE 

1 160. Derrick Johnson, KC 

C2 16). Jatavis Brown, LAC 

© 162. Eric Decker, NY) 

163, Marvin Jones, DET 

1 164, Tyler Lockett, SEA 


1 189. Lawrence Timmons, MIA 1 
0 190. K.), Wright, SEA 
191, Myles Jack, JAC 

1 192. Reuben Foster, SF 

1 193. Morgan Burnett, CB 
194. Harrison Smith, MIN 
0195, Keanu Neal, ATL 
10136. Jamal Adams, NYG 
197, Robby Anderson, NY) 
0 198. Sterling Shepard, NYG 
0 199. Tavon Austin, LAR 
0.200. Zay jones, BUF 

C1 201. |), Nelson, ARI 

1 202, Margise Lee, JAC 

© 203. Josh Doctson, WAS 
1.204, John Ross, CIN 
11.205. Marlon Mack, INO 
1.206, Ryan Mathews, PHI 
© 207. Evan Engram, NYG 
1.208. (CJ, Fledorowicz, HOU 
1.203 David Njoku, CLE 

© 210. jared Cook, OAK 

O 2H. Carson Wentz, PHI 

C1 212. Alex Smith, KC 

© 213. Ryan Tannebill, MIA 
0 214, Carson Palmer, ARI 
0 215. Jalen Richard, OAK 

1 216, DeAndre Washington, OAK 
© 217, Chris Thompson, WAS 
1 218, Shane Vereen, NYG 
219. Rob Kelley, WAS 

© 220, Jonathan Williams, BUF 
© 21, Charles Sims, TB 

1 222. Jeremy Hill, CIN 

© 223, Zach Zenner, DET 

1 224. Devin Funchess, CAR 


1 165. Blake Bortles, JAC 225. Robert Woods, LAR 8 

1 166. Breshad Perriman, BAL 226. Terrance Williams, DAL 6 

C167, Cole Beasley, DAL © 227, Torrey Smith, PHI 0 

0168, Allen Hurns, JAC 0.228, Mohamed Sanu, ATL 5 

0 169. Taylor Gabriel, ATL 01.225. Mike Williams, LAC 9 

170, Will Fuller v, HOU 0.230, Justin Tucker, BAL 0 

O 171, Charles Clay, BUF C231, Stephen Gostkowski, NE fg) 9 

0 172, Jack Doyle, IND 0232, Dan Bailey, DAL K ig 

O 173. Ladarius Green, PIT 1 233. DustinHopkins, WAS 5 

O 174. Coby Fleener, NO © 234, Matt Bryant, ATL 5 

175. Darren Sproles, PH! © 235, Cairo Santos, KC 10 

0 176. James White, NE 0 236, Adam Vinatieri, IND 1 

O17, Latavius Murray, MIN C0 237, Mason Crosby, GB « 

» © 178, Andy Dalton, CIN 1 238, Caleb Sturgis, PH! i 10 

CMa tsy © C0 179. Tyrod Taylor, BUF 0 239, Josh Lambo, LAC ma 3° 

0 180, Eli Manning, NYG 10 240, Sebastian Janikowski, OAK [NIM 10 

33, Benardrick McKinney, HOU LB 7 42. Mark Barron, LAR iB 8 51. AJ. Klein, NO 1B 5 60. Derek Wolfe, DEN Oo 6 

34, Eric Kendricks, MIN Boo 43. Lawrence Timmons, MIA LB 11 52, Kiko Alonso, MIA 1B 11 61. Marcell Dareus, BUF Oo 6 

35 Christian Kirksey, CLE Bo 44. KJ. Wright, SEA 1B 6 53. Darron Lee, NYJ 1B 11 62. Gerald McCoy, TB OL i 

36. Derrick Johnson, KC 1B 10 45, Myles Jack, JAC 1B OB 54. Paul Posluszny, JAC 1B 8 63. Geno Atkins, CIN 6 

37. Jatavis Brown, LAC Boo 46, Reuben Foster, SF 1B on 55. Avery Williamson, TEN = LBB Cliff Avril, SEA OL 6 

38. Jarrad Davis, DET ee 47. Morgan Burnett, GB 0B 8 56. Robert Quinn, LAR DL 8 65. Myles Garrett, CLE Oo 9 
39. Reggie Ragland, BUF Bob 48. Harrison Smith, MIN 1 9 57. Brandon Graham, PHI Oo 10 
40, Deone Bucannon, ARI Bo8 49. Keanu Neal, ATL 0B 5 58. Michael Bennett, SEA ol 6 
41. Deion Jones, ATL Ce) 50. Jamal Adams, NYJ OB 1 59. Kawann Short, CAR oh i 
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AVERAGE DEPTH 
OF THROW 


‘AtPro Football Focus, our game 
analysts are constantly creating new 
statistical categories in hopes of maxi- 
mizing the viewing public's understanding 
cof the game. In 2007, we began tracking 
the depth of each pass. When examining 
quarterback tendencies, many will refer 
to yards per attempt, but it's important 
to realize that “YPA" can be severely dis 
torted by completion percentage and YAC 
(yards after catch), This is where Average 
Depth of Throw (aDOT) comes into play, 
Proven to be significantly more predict- 
able on a year-to-year basis, aDOT tracks 
only the distance downfield each pass 
travels before it is complete, incomplete 
or intercepted. Quarterbacks with high 
aDOT marks generally take more chanc- 
es, which will lead to more of the coveted 
big plays, but also toa lower completion 


2017 JR RANKINGS 


QUARTERBACKS M_BYE ‘QUARTERBACKS: TEAM BYE ‘QUARTERBACKS: 
© 1. Aaron Rodgers CB 8 | 0115. Blake Bortles JAC 8 | (129, Trevor Siemian 
O 2. Tom Brady NE 9 |O116. Andy Dalton CIN 6 | 030. Paxton Lynch 
O 3, Drew Brees NO 5 |O 17, Tyrod Taylor BUF 6 | (31, Tom Savage 
OD 4. Andrew Luck IND 11/018. Eli Manning NYG 8 | (132, Mike Glennon 
O 5. Russell Wilson SEA 6 | 01 19. Derek Carr OAK 10 | 033, Cody Kessler 
O 6. Philip Rivers LAC 9 | (20, Carson Wentz PHI 10 | 034, Mitch Trubisky 
O 7 Kirk Cousins WAS 5 | 21. Alex Smith KC 10 | 35, Deshaun Watson 
8, Dak Prescott DAL 6 (22. RyanTannehill MIA 11 | (136, Patrick Mahomes 
1 9. Jameis Winston 1B 11 | (123. Carson Palmer ARI 8 | 0 37, Brock Osweller 
O10. Matthew Stafford DET 7 | (124. Joe Flacco BAL 10 | 038, Derek Anderson 
C1, Cam Newton CAR 11 |0125. Sam Bradford MIN 9 | 039, Case Keenum 
O12, Marcus Mariota TEN 8 | (126. Brian Hoyer SF 11 | (40, Drew Stanton 
113, Ben Roethlisberger PIT 9 | C1 27, Jared Goff LAR 8 
O14, Matt Ryan ATL 5 | (28. Josh McCown NY) 1 


JAMEIS WINSTON 


rate and additional interceptions. Quar- 
terbacks with lower aDOT tendencies are 
more conservative, settling for short com- 
pletions while avoiding costly turnovers. 

Shown here are the aDOT marks for 
each quarterback who dropped back to 
pass at least 100 times during the 2016 
season. To maximize our sample size, we 
include playoff data. 


Rk Quarterback Team 0B _adOT Rk Quarterback Team DB _aD0T 
J,_Matt Barkley CHI 223 10166 D1. Andrew Luck IND____628__ 8.23 
2._Jameis Winston, 1B 632_ 10.12 22. Eli Manning NYG 6708.05 
3, Cam Newton CAR §67__ 9.93. 23._Blake Bortles JAX__698__8.03 
4, Marcus Mariota, TEN 5009.30 24. Philip Rivers SD___622__7.99 
5. Carson Palner ARZ 644 9.23, 2%. Tom Brady NE 6147.95. 
6. Josh McCown CLE 168 __9.13. 26._Brian Hoyer CHI 067.91 
7._Ryan Fitepatrick NYS Ai) 9.12 27. Case Keenum UA 354 7.85, 
8. Ben Roethlisberger PiT__630__9.01 28._Derek Carr OAK _693__7.83 
9, Tyrod Taylor BUF_ 529 __—.90 29._Matt Moore. MIA 130_ 7.77 
10._ Aaron Rodgers GB $31__-8.77. 30. Colin Kaepernick SE 4037.66 
U1. Jay Cutler CHL 157.71 31. Ryan Tannehitl MIA 4346 7.60 
12. Kirk Cousins WAS 638___ 6.67 32. Andy Dalton, CIN 62) 7.58 
13._Bryce Petty NYS 1508.65 33._ Matthew Stafford OE 696 7.43 
14, Matt Ryan. ATL___ 698 _ 8.57. 34. Carson Wentz PHL 662__7.21 
15. Brock Osweiler Hou 625 8.62 35. Joe Flacco BAL__713_7.20 
16, Robert Griffin Il CLE 1836.38 36. Drew Brees NO 704 __7.19 
17._Dak Prescott, OAL §55 8.31 37._Cody Kessler CLE Ve alt 
18._Trevor Siemian, DEN 530__8.30 38._Jared Goff {A234 6.76 
19. Blaine Gabbert SE 1898.24 39. Alex D. Smith, KC___§78 __6.62 
20. Russell Wilson: SEA 701__8.23 40. Sam Bradford MIN 596 __ 6.13 
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TEAM BYE 
DEN 
DEN 
HOU 
CHI 
CLE 
CHI 
HOU 
KC 
CLE 
CAR 
MIN 
ARI 


egvewe sun 


‘AARON RODGERS [im 


TOP 10 INJURY CONCERNS 


1, ANDREW LUCK, IND Luck injured his shoulder in 2015 and 
dealt with the pain throughout the ‘16 season, He opted to finally 
have surgery this past offseason. He plans to be ready for Week 1, 
bbut a quarterback coming off surgery on his throwing shoulder is a 
little concerning, 
2. MARCUS MARIOTA, TEN In his rookie season, Mariota 
battled knee injuries and played in only 12 games. His 2016 season 
was better — he missed only one game because ofa broken leg, 
However, he is still rehabbing, and back-to-back seasons with leg 
injuries for a mobile quarterback qualify him as an injury concern. 
3, CAM NEWTON, CAR Newton missed a game in 2016 
because ofa concussion but also was dealing with a shoulder injury 
toward the end of the season, He underwent shoulder surgery in 
March, and because he's such a mobile 0B, he is more prone to injury, 
‘especially because he gets a lot of carries around the goal tin, 
4, RUSSELL WILSON, SEA Wilson has yet to miss a game in 
his career, but he was pretty beat up in 2016. He had injuries to both, 
legs —an ankle and a knee — and his mobility was affected, He 
played through both injures, but his rushing totals were significantly 
‘ower in 2016 than they have been in the past. 
5. BEN ROETHLISBERGER, PIT After Roethlisberger dealt 
with knee injures the past two seasons, fantasy owners should be 
concerned about his ability to play all 16 games, He missed only 
two games in 2016, for a torn meniscus, but he's only played all 16 
games two times in the past eight seasons, 
6, MATTHEW STAFFORD, DET In each of the past six 
seasons, Stafford has played al 16 games, but hei still considered 
injury prone” because ofthe time he missed early in his career and 
tis propensity to get dinged up. Hes dealt with hand and finger inju- 
‘ies over the past two seasons, but they haven't cost him any time. 
‘7. DEREK CARR, OAK After suffering a broken leg in Week 16, 
Carr should be back to full health for 2017. He also was dealing with 
finger injury throughout the Last quarter of his 2016 campaign, 
Neither injury should be an issue by the time Week 1 rolls around 
8, RYAN TANNEHILL, MIA In 2016, Tannehill suffered a 
nee injury that cost him the final three games ofthe season. Knee 
injuries tend to crop up year after year. 
9, AARON RODGERS, GB Rodgers hasn't missed a game in 
the past three seasons, but he’s played through a number of soft tis- 
sve injuries, He isa mobile quarterback, and when his hamstring ot 
calfis compromised, his play (and therefore fantasy value) sufers. 
10, CARSON PALMER, ARI Even though he missed only one 
game in 2016 (concussion), Palmer, 27, is likely playing his last 
season, Hes torn his ACL twice and has played through a number 
of issues, 


t; Bell: W. E. Smith ill 


Rodgers: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Winston: Peter Bro 
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TOP 10 INJURY CONCERNS 


RUNNING BACKS TEAM BYE 
1. Davidjohnson ARI 8 
Gi 2. Le'Veon Bell PIT 9 
Cl 3. Ezekiel Elliott DAL 6 
Cl 4. MelvinGordon LAC 9 
5. Devonta Freeman ATL 5 
C6. LeSeanMcCoy BUF 6 
O 7 JordanHoward CHI 9 
O 8. Jay Ajayi MIA 11 
Cl 9. DeMarco Murray TEN 8 
10, Lamar Miller HOU 7 
CO 1, Todd Gurley LAR 8 
O12, Carlos Hyde SF on 
(113, Leonard Fournette JAC 8 
(14. Christian McCaffrey CAR 11 
(115. TyMontgomery GB 8 
16. Isaiah Crowell CLE 9 
O17, Mark Ingram NO 5 
118, TevinColeman —ATL_5 
O19, Paul Perkins NYG 8 
20. Dalvin Cook MIN 9 
O21. Bilal Powell ny 11 
22. CJ. Anderson DEN 5 
123. Spencer Ware kKC_10 
(24. Danny Woodhead BAL 10 
25. Theo Riddick DET 7 
26. Gio Bernard CIN 6 
O27, Eddie Lacy SEA 6 
28. Frank Gore IND 11 
(2123, Mike Gillislee NE 9 
(30, Marshawn Lynch OAK 10 
O31, Kenneth Dixon BAL 10 
32. Matt Forté Ny) 11 
(033, Samaje Perine WAS S 
034, CJ, Prosise SEA 6 
(35, Ameer Abdullah DET 7 
1036. Joe Mixon CIN 6 
37. Kareem Hunt KC 10 
38. Doug Martin 11 
(39, Adrian Peterson NO 5 
a0, Derrick Henry TEN 8 


WORKLOAD 
WATCH 


O41 
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RUNNING BACKS TEAM BYE 
Rex Burkhead NE 9 
Duke Johnson jr. CLE 9 
Darren Sproles PHI 10 
James White NE 9 
Latavius Murray MIN 9 
JamaalCharles DEN 5 
Wendell Smallwood Pi 10 
Marlon Mack IND 1 
Ryan Mathews PHI 10 
Jalen Richard OAK 10 
DeAndre Washington OAK 10 
Chris Thompson WAS 5 
Shane Vereen NYG 8 
Rob Kelley WAS 5 
Jonathan Williams BUF 6 
Charles Sims aon 
Jeremy Hill CIN 6 
Zach Zenner OET 7 
Dion Lewis NE 9 
Donne! Pumphrey PHI 10 
Jeremy MeNichols TB 11 
Tj. Yeldon JAC 8 
Jamaal Williams GB 8 
Tyler Ervin HOU 7 
Jonathan Stewart CAR 11 
Terrance West BAL 10 
Kenyan Drake MIA 1! 
Tarik Cohen CHI 9 
D'Onta Foreman HOU 7 
WayneGallman NYG 8 
TJ. Logan ARI 8 
Robert Turbin IND 1 
lanceDunbar LAR 8 
jacquizz Rodgers 1811 
james Conner PIT 9 
Thomas Rawls SEA 6 
Andre Ellington ARI 8 
Alfred Morris DAL 6 
Chris Ivory JAC 8 
Jerick McKinnon MIN 9 


Oso. 


TOUCHES PER GAME, 3-YEAR vs. 2-YEAR 


1. DANNY WOODHEAD, BAL Intwo of 
the past three years, Woodhead has suffered 
season-ending injures early in the year — a 
broken leg in 2014 and a torn ACL in 2016 
He should be fully recovered from the ACL 
injury, but keep in mind he is 32 years old 
2. ADRIAN PETERSON, NO After 
tearing his ACL in 2012, Peterson came back 
stronger than ever. He missed mast f the 
2014 season because of off-field issues, 
returned strong in'T5, and then had a rough 
“16. He tore his meniscus and missed mast 
of the season, and he signed with the Saints 
asa free agent. At 32, hes not going to 
bounce back as quickly ashe used to 

3, MARSHAWN LYNCH, OAK lynch 
was fairly healthy through much of his 
career, until 2018, He missed nine games 
and had his season cut short due to sports 
hernia surgery. He chose to retire, and now, 
at age 31. has come back after taking 2016 
off. Its unclear what kindof shape he's in 
and how he wll espond to taking hts 

4, RYAN MATHEWS, PHI After ijur 
ing his neck in Week 16, Mathews required 
surgery inthe offseason. He also missed time 
in the 2016 season with  kne injury. He tad 
a concussion that cost him time in 2015, and 
he asm played al 16 games in any ofthe 
past thre yeas. Its unclear if he'l be with 
the Eagles come Week 1, but wherever he 
lands, he’ tkely going tobe injured 

5, LE'VEON BELL, PIT While not 
typically classified as an injury risk, Bell has 
dealt with multiple knee injuries during his 
career. He had grin surgery in March, and 
while he should be fine forthe stat of 2017, 
itis worth keeping an eye on, Whether due 
to suspension or injury, e's played! ony one 
full season in his four-year career. 


is TPG TCH GP Touch/Game, TPG TCH GP 
149 846 __34__1._Le'Veon Bell %3 47318 
2. DeMarcoMurray 22.0 1,032__47_ _2._Adrian Peterson 209 DTS 
3._Adrian Peterson M0 420__20__3._Devonta Freeman __20.0_619__31 
4. Matt Forté 20.4 878 43 _4._Doug Martin 20 47924 
5. LeSean McCoy 20.0 859435. Todd Gurley 197 59 
6._Frank Gore 179 861 __48__6._LeSean McCoy 192 51927. 
7._Doug Martin 179 62635 _7._ Melvin Gordon. 190517 
8._Mark Ingram 126 722_—1__8._ Matt Forté 18951027 
9. Jonathan Stewart__17.5 684399. ‘DeMarco Murray 18.8 58331 
10._Lamar Miller 173794 46 10._Jonathan Stewart__18.6 48426. 
11._Justin Forsett 16.2 $68 3511. Frank Gore 18.6 595 32. 
12. Rashad Jennings 18.9 __637_40_12._Carlos Hyde 185 __370__20 
13._ Eddie Lacy 15.8 §70__36_13._Lamar Miller. 18.0 54030. 
14,_ Jeremy Hill 156 730_47_—14,_Latavius Murray __17.8___-635_30. 
15. Devonta Freeman 15.2 744715. LeGarrette Blount __17.0 4B LE'VEON BELL 


6, THOMAS RAWLS, SEA Coming 
back from a broken ankle, Rawls suffered 

a leg injury atthe beginning of the 2016 
season that cost him seven games. He also 
dealt with a shoulder injury toward the end 
af the season, adding to his lost year. In his, 
two years in the league, Raw has yet to 
play full season, 

7, CARLOS HYDE, SF In his thre years 
in the league, Hyde has yet to play a full 
season. He had foot surgery before the 2016 
season, and then he suffered a shoulder 
injury in 2016 that cost him three games. 
He's seemingly always banged up, and 
fantasy ovners should be prepared for him 
to miss games 

8. MARK INGRAM, NO For the frst 
time in four seasons, Ingram stayed healthy. 
However, his pat injury history simply 
cannot be ignored, He's dealt wit shoulder 
injures in the past and just hasnt been a 
durable player. I's unlikely he'll play all 16 
games in 2017 

9, JONATHAN STEWART, CAR At 
30 years old, Stewart hasn't played a full 
season inthe past five years. He's batlled a 
variety of injuries in the pas, and in 2016, it 
was a nagging hamstring pull that cost him 
three games. Even with Chistian McCaffrey 
sharing some ofthe workload, Stewart likely 
won't play a full season 

10, DOUG MARTIN, TB The 2016 
season was pretty much lost for Martin, who 
dealt with a hamstring injury that cost him 
six weeks in the middle of the campaign. 
He's put together two solid seasons (2012, 
15), but the other three years have been a 
tisappointment. He's suspended for the frst 
three games in 2017, but odds are he won't 
stay healthy throughout the season anyway 
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FANTASY, 
2017 


WIDE RECEIVERS. TEAM BYE WIDE RECEIVERS TEAM BYE 
O 1. AntonioBrown PIT 9 | 146. Kevin White CHI 9. 
CO 2, Odell Beckham jr. NYG 8 | 0147, Kenny Britt CLE 3 
3. Julio Jones ATL 5 |048. Adam Thielen MIN 9 
O 4, Mike Evans TB 11 |0149. QuincyEnunwa NV 11 
© 5. Jordy Nelson GB 8 | (50. Cameron Meredith CHI 9 
CO 6, A} Green CIN 6 |O51. Corey Davis TEN 8 
O 7 Dez Bryant DAL 6 | (052, Kenny Stills MIA 11 
CO 8. Michael Thomas NO 5 |053, Terrelle Pryor © WAS 5 
CO 9, TV. Hilton IND 11 | 54, Eric Decker NY) Th 
O10. Demaryius Thomas DEN 5 | 55, Marvin Jones DET 7 
1, Golden Tate DET 7 (156, Tyler Lockett SEA 6 
O12, Brandin Cooks NE 9 |C15?. Breshad Perriman BAL 10 
113, AmariCooper OAK 10 | (158, Cole Beasley DAL 6 
114, Doug Baldwin SEA 6 | 159, Allen Hurns JAC 8 
O15, Keenan Allen LAC 9/60. Taylor Gabriel ATL 5 
16, DeAndre Hopkins HOU 7 | 61, Will Fuller V HOU 7 
O17 AllenRobinson JAC _8 | (162, RobbyAnderson NY 11 
18, JulianEdelman NE 9 | (163, Sterling Shepard NVG 8 
19, Michael Crabtree OAK 10 | 164, Tavon Austin LAR 8 
020, Sammy Watkins BUF 6 (O65. Zay Jones BUF 6 
0.21, Brandon Marshall NYG 8 | (66, J, Nelson CAR 11 
022. Martavis Bryant PIT_-9__ |) 67, Marqise Lee JAC 8 
023, Jarvis Landry MIA 11 | (68, josh Doctson WAS 5 
024, Lary Fitzgerald AR! 8 | 1169, John Ross CIN 6 
25. Alshon Jeffery PHI 10/170, DevinFunchess CAR 11 
26. Davante Adams GB 8 |(171, RobertWoods LAR B 
027 Kelvin Benjamin CAR 11 | 172. Terrance Williams DAL 6 
(228. Pierre Garcon SF 1/073, Torrey Smith PHI 10 
(029, Emmanuel Sanders DEN 5 |[174, Mohamed Sanu — ATL 5 
(030. DeSean jackson 18 11 | C175, Mike Williams LAC 9 
31, Donte Moncrief IND 11 |176, Laquon Treadwell MIN 9 
32, CoreyColeman CLE 9/177. Curtis Samuel CAR 11 
233. Willie Snead NO 5 |078. PaulRichardson SEA 6 
(034, Jeremy Maclin KC 10 |0179, Marquise Goodwin SF 11 
35, Mike Wallace BAL 10 | (O80. Cordarrelle Patterson OAK 10 
36, Stefon Diggs MIN 9 |C181. Brandon Coleman NO S 
37, Tyrell Williams LAC_9_|0082, Taywan Taylor TEN 8 
38, Jordan Matthews PH! 10 (183. Jermaine Kearse SEA 6 
039, John Brown ARI 8 | C84, Kamar Aiken ND 0 
40. Jamison Crowder WAS 5 |C185. Tyler Boyd CIN 6 
4), DeVante Parker == MIA 11 0186. Travis Benjamin LAC 9 
42. Ted Ginn jr. NO 5 |087. Chris Hogan NE 9 
43, Randall Cobb GB 8 | (O88. Chris Conley KC 10 
44, Rishard Matthews TEN 8 | (189, Malcolm Mitchell NE 9 
045. Tyreek Hill KC 10 |[090, KennyGolladay DET 7 


AVERAGE DEPTH 


OF TARGET 


Tracked by our game analysts at Pro Football Focus, 
Average Depth of Target {aDOT) is a better method 
of tracking the way NFL pass catchers are utilized. 
Basically an improved version of the popular and 
mainstream yards per reception [YPRI statistic, aDOT 
removes volatile YAC (yards after catch] from the 
equation, instead focusing only on the average distance 
the player is downfield on each target. Because we're 
analyzing targets and not receptions, our sample near- 
ly doubles in size, which is key in developing predict- 
able statistics. This season, when your leaguemates 
are gushing over Joe Schmo’s 23.5 YPR thanks to one, 
fluky bubble screen gone right, you'll see his 5.0 aDOT 
and know he’s not the deep threat he appears to be, 

Shown here are the Top 20 and Bottom 20 aDOT 
marks from the 2016 season. Only wide receivers with 
40-plus targets are shown, and playoff data is included, 
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Wide Receiver Top 20 (min 40 targets) 


VURRANKINGS 


TOP 10 INJURY CONCERNS 


1, KEENAN ALLEN, SD Fantasy owners 
have likely been burned by Allen at some point 
inhis four-year NFL caret. He's had knee and 
hip injuries as well as a Lacetated Kidney. Last 
season he tore the ACL in is ight knee in 
Week 1. He's had plenty of time to recover, but 
ont be surprised if he’s nota 100 percent at 
‘the start of this season, 

2.A,.GREEN, CIN Green suffered a ton 
hamstring in Week 11, giving his fantasy ovn- 
sa goose egg that week and forthe ret of 
the season He shouldbe healthy forthe 2017 
season but fantasy owners should be alitle 
cautious with Green coming ofa significant 
soft tissue injury. 

3, SAMMY WATKINS, BUF Inthe past 
two seasons, Watkins has played only 21 
games, He missed the majority of 2016 due to 
issues following foot surgery, although hes 
also dealt with ankle injuries inthe past. The 
Bil, by not exercising his ith-yea option fr 
72018, also may be concerned with hs abiity to 
stay healthy. 

4, ERIC DECKER, NYJ Deckers 2016 
season was cut short in Week 3 when he 
suffered a season-ending shoulder injury. He 
fad surgery on both his shoulder and his hip in 
the offseason, nd he shouldbe healthy forthe 
start ofthe 2017 season ~ if the Jets decide 
to keep hi 

5. DEZ BRYANT, DAL A%ter dealing with 
{oo injures throughout 2015, Bryant suffered 
a hart fracture in his knee in Week 3 last 
season, He missed three games but was able 
to return and did't sutfer any setbacks with 
the knee 


6, DESEAN JACKSON, TB Jackson has 

a history with injuries, whether they be con- 
cussions, hamstring pulls or shoulder issues. 
The Buccaneers are reportedly considering 
‘using him as a punt returner, which increases 
his injury risk. He's the epitome ofa risk! 
reward WR. 

7, STEFON DIGGS, MIN Diggs was a 
promising WR heading into 2016 but ended 

up missing three games due to injury, He was 
significantly hampered in many other games 
ty @ nagging groin injury, He also ended up 
nthe injury report with hip and knee issues 
throughout the season. 

8. RANDALL COBB, GB Cobb has dealt 
with shoulder, hamstring and ankle injuries, He 
missed three games in 2016, and he's played 
through 3 number of injuries throughout his 
Career, As a small receiver, he's prone to injury. 
9, JOHN BROWN, ARI While Brown tech- 
nically missed only one game in both 2015 and 
"16, there were numerous games fespecially 
last season) in which he simply didn't show up 
‘on the stat sheet. He had hamstring issues in 
2015 and last season dealt with sickle-cell-re- 
ated complications. The Cardinals believe he 
should be healthy in 2017, but that remains 

to be seen. 

10, JOHN ROSS, CIN Including a rookie 
‘on the injury concern list isnt common, but in 
Ross’ case, it seems warranted, The first-round 
pick has a history of knee and shoulder 
injuries, many of which were serious (torn ACL, 
microfracture surgery, torn labrum), Ross just 
had shoulder surgery in March, but he should 
be ready to go by Week 1. 


Wide Receiver Bottom 20 (min 40 targets) 


ide Receivers Team Targ__aDOT__Rk Wide ivers DOT 
1. Sammie Coates PIT §4 21.65 __78._Jeremy Kerley 9.02. 
2_J.J. Nelson ARL 67__18.13_79._Steve L. Smith, 9.01 
_3. Robby Anderson, NYS 75 17.47 _80._ Stefon Diggs: 6.69 
4. DeSean Jackson WAS $916.89 __81._ Mohamed Sanu 8.67 
5. Marquise Goodwin BUE 63__ 16.56 _82._ Golden Tate 46 
46, Mike Evans 1B 168 16.01 83. Randall Cobb 8.24 
7. Corey Coleman CLE 62__16.97__84._Jamison Crowder. 8.03 
6. Kenny Stills MIA 80__15.58__85._Michael A. Thomas NO. 98.19 
9. Terrelle Pryor CLE 132__15.48__86._Larry Fitzgerald AR M4) 8.12 
10._Will Fuller HOU 99 16.35 87. Andrew Hawkins Cl 508.00 
11. Atshon Jeffery _ CHI 92 16.35 _88._Tyreek Hill KC 86 8.00 
12._Dez Bryant AL 100__18.12__89._Willie Snead NO 96 7.18 
13. Michael Floyd ARL 75 16.08 __90._Tavon Austin 1A Moi 7.70 
14. Paul Richardson SEA A) 14.8391. Albert Wilson KC $37.21 
1. John Brown ARZ 6b 14.77__92._ Eddie Royal CHI Mh 6.86 
16. Chris Hogan NE 7114.68 _93._Jarvis Landry MIA 1366.79. 
17._Breshad Perriman BAL 64 14.67 __ 94. Anquan Boldin DET 9h 6.52 
18._Sammy Watkins BUF fl 14.64 95. Cole Beasley OAL 6.34 
19._Marvin Jones ae (0714.47 __96._ Adam Humphries: 1B 6.10 
20. Torrey Smith SF 4514.36 __97._Cordarrelle Patterson MIN bh 48 
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2017 JE RANKINGS 


TOP 10 INJURY CONCERNS 


TIGHT ENDS. TEAM BYE 
O 1, RobGronkowski NE 9 
OO 2. Jordan Reed WAS 5 
O 3. Greg Olsen CAR 11 
O 4, Travis Kelce KC 10 
5, Delanie Walker TEN 8 
1 6. jimmyGraham SEA 6 
O 7 Eric Ebron DET 7 
Cl 8. Hunter Henry LAC 9 
C1 9, AustinHooper ATL 5 
(10. Kyle Rudolph MIN 3 
O 0. Zach Ertz PHI 10 | 
12, Jason Witten DAL 6 | 
(13, Martellus Bennett GB 8 | 
O14. Tyler Eifert CIN 6 | 
015, 0). Howard 1B On 
C116. Charles Clay BUF 6 | 
O 17 Jack Doyle won | 


O18. Ladarius Green PIT 9 | 
119, Coby Fleener NO 5 
20, Evan Engram NYG 8 
O21, Cj. Fiedorowicz = HOU 7 
22. David Njoku CLE 9 
23. Jared Cook OAK 10 
(024. Dion Sims CH 9 | 
25. Vance McDonald SF 1 | 


AVERAGE DEPTH 


OF TARGET 


TIGHT ENDS TEAM BYE 
26. julius Thomas MIA 1 
27 Jermaine Gresham ARI 8 
O28. AntonioGates LAC 9 
29. Dwayne Allen NE 3 
30. Benjamin Watson BAL 10 
G31. Ryan Griffin HOU 7 
132. Erik Swoope IND 11 
O33. Aj. Derby DEN 5 
034, Tyler Higbee LAR 8 
35. Dennis Pitta BAL 10 
O36. Jordan Leggett ——NY|_11 
037, Mychal Rivera JAC 8 
038. Clive Walford OAK 10 
039. Gerald Everett = LAR 8 
O40, Josh Hill NOS 
O41. Seth DeValve CLE 9 
042. Trey Burton PHI 10 
043. Vernon Davis WAS 5. 
044, MarcedesLewis JAC 8 
O45, Adam Shaheen CHI 9 
46. Zach Miller CHL 9 
047. Virgil Green DEN 5 
48. Jesse James PIT 9 
49. Lance Kendricks GB 8 


50. Cameron Brate Te 


Tracked by our game analysts 
at Pro Football Focus, Average 
Depth of Target {aDOT] is a better 
method of tracking the way NFL 
pass catchers are utilized. Basi- 
cally an improved version of the 
popular and mainstream yards 
per reception (YPRI statistic, 
aDOT removes volatile YAC yards 
after catch] from the equation, 
instead focusing only on the av- 
erage distance the player is down 
field on each target. Because 
we're analyzing targets and not 
receptions, our sample nearly 


doubles in size, which is key in 
developing predictable statistics, 
This season, when looking for a 
bye week fill-in, bold owners can. 
take a chance on a tight end with 
a high aDOT in hopes of a big play 
or two, Risk-averse owners in 
PPR formats can nab a big man 
with a low aDOT, and thus higher 
catch potential. 

Shown here are the aDOT 
marks for each tight end targeted 
at least 40 times during the 2016. 
season. To maximize our sample 
size, playoff data is included. 


1. ROB GRONKOWSKI, NE When it 
‘comes to tight ends and injury concems, the 
only place to stat is Gronkowski, His 2016 
season was a bust, ashe technically played 
eight games but recorded a reception in only 
six of those. He had his third back surgery 
and missed the beginning of the season 

with a hamstring injury. He's had a litany of 
significant injuries, and fantasy owners just 
need to hope for afew solid games while he's 
relatively healthy. 

2. JORDAN REED, WAS Reed is a tough 
player, but he's dealt with his share of injuries. 
He missed time with bath a concussion and 

a shoulder injry in 2016, He has yet to play 
14 games in his four years inthe league, and 
being physical player, he wil kely not play 
2 full season in 2017 either. 

3. TYLER EIFERT, CIN Slow to come 
tack from an ankle injury, Eifert missed the 
first six games of the 2016 season. He then 
suffered 3 back injury and missed the final 
two games, He had surgery in late December, 
which makes his status for Week 1 uncertain 
4, JIMMY GRAHAM, SEA After suffering 
4 torn patellar tendon atthe end of the 2015 
season, Graham returned last season and 
played every game. However, itis still one of 
the toughest injuries to come back from, so 
just be sure to have a solid backup should you 
draft Graham. 

5, ZACH MILLER, CHI Miller suffered 

a broken foot in 2016 that cost him the last 
six games of the season. He had surgery on 
it{second such surgery in his career), but he 
should be ready forthe start ofthe season. He 
has yet to playin all 16 games in any season 
of his five-year career 


it End Team a0 Rk Ends n__Tarq__aD0T 
1,_ Greg Olsen CAR 1221.82 18. Jordan Reed WAS 85833, 
2._Jated Cook GB 8111.36 «| 19._RyanGrifin Hou 788.23 
3. Deane Walker TEN 96 10.58 20. Trey Burton PH 588.14 
4, Vance Moonald SF 3103321, Jermaine Gresham ARZ 588.09 
5. Coby Fleener NO 80 10.1022. Julius Thomas aK 798 
6, Cameron Brate TB 78100823, CL. Fledorowier HOU 91798 
71 Hunter Henry SD 471004 24. Gary Bamidge cw 777.69 
4. Garrett Colek SF 4991 26, Jesse James PI 727.45 
9._ Jimmy Graham. ‘SEA 1009.91 26. Travis Kelce KC i 125. 
10, Vernon Davis WAS 699.78 | 27. Jason Witten oA 1007.23 
11, Dayne len IND 489.08 28. Kyte Rudolph MN 120 7.17 
12. Richard Rodgers _—GB_——45 9.00.29. Zach Miller cH a2 4.98 
13. tach Ete PH 10189730. Wil Tye MG 73663 
14, Clive Watford OM 5187831, Jack Doyle IND 72663 
15, Antonio Gates S085 A732. Demis Pitta BAL 116653 
14, Charles Clay AUF 81859 33. Martelus Bennett NE «8.15 
17, fc bron DET 9183834, Lance Kendricks Wo 50 en 
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6. LADARIUS GREEN, PIT Green 
missed half ofthe season while was recav- 
exing from ankle surgery He also suffered a 
concussion in Week 15 that ended his season, 
and he was reportedly stil dealing with the 
aftereffects during the offseason, Given 

his history, he caries plenty of risk, and 

its likely he doesn't make it through all 16 
games healthy. 

7. ANTONIO GATES, LAC Entering his 
15th season, its almost a given that Gates 
won't play inal 16 games, Not only is his age 
(37 in June) a concer, but the Chargers also 
have Hunter Henry waiting in the wings, Gates 
is no longer the safe TET that he has been 

for most of his career — both for injury and 
performance reasons. 

8. ERIC EBRON, DET Over the past three 
seasons, Ebron has missed three, two and 
three games, respectively. Last season, he had 
4 knee injury, and inthe past he's deat with 
soft tissue injuries as well. He's proven that 
he can play most but not all ofa season, 

9, JULIUS THOMAS, MIA The most 
games Thomas has played in any of hs six 
seasons is 14. He's dealt with ankle, hand, 
elbow and shoulder injuries, although it was 
4 back injury that ended his 2016 campaign 
after Week 11, He's defintely injury prone, 
but he isa big presence inthe red zone when 
healthy 


10, DWAYNE ALLEN, NE Allen has 
missed atleast two games in each ofthe 
past three seasons, He suffered an ankle 
injury that cost him two games in 2016. Now 
teammates he and Rob Gronkowski form 
arguably the most njuy-prone tight end 
tandem inthe NFL 


Olsen: Harrison McClary/Athton Sports; Peterson: W. E. Smi 


2017 JSP RANKINGS 


ab) ag 
PATRICK PETERSON 


Going up, Going Down 


Oakland Raiders The Raiders finished ranked 26th in 
total defense last season, but there are plenty of reasons 
to expect better results in 2017. For one, their 2017 draft 
class included three new pieces in Gareon Conley (CB), 
Obi Melifonwu (S) and Eddie Vanderdoes (DT) — and featured a total of 
six defenders overall. Oakland already has All-Pro defensive end Khalil 
Mack, who dominated last season and could be even more dangerous 
with a better supporting cast. The Raiders also signed Cordarrelle Pat- 
terson in free agency. A two-time All-Pro kick returner with Minnesota, 
Patterson is a threat to break a big play every time he touches the ball. 


Philadelphia Eagles The Eagles are the definition of an opportu- 
nistic defense. They finished seventh in fantasy points [Athlon scoring) 
among D/STs. Philadelphia generated 26 turnovers [10th in the NFL] and 
most important, had a total of five defensive and special teams touch 
downs, Fletcher Cox and Brandon Graham are the key playmaker, but 
first-round pick Derek Barnett could have an impact as a pass rusher, 
along with free-agent acquisition Chris Long. If second-round pick Sidney 
Jones can recover from an Achilles tear, he and fellow rookie Rasul 
Douglas will help bolster the secondary. 


New England Patriots The Patriots were a top-10 fantasy D/ST 
last season thanks to a league-low 15.6 points per game allowed. New 
England lost defensive linemen Jabaal Sheard [Colts] and Chris Long 
Eagles] in free agency, but younger players Trey Flowers [team-high 
7.0 sacks] and rookie Derek Rivers [No. 83 overall) are ready and hungry 
to make an impact. The big change will be in the secondary, with the 
Patriots paying Stephen Gilmore a lot of money to team with Malcolm 
Butler at cornerback. New England also re-signed linebacker Dont’a 
Hightower to anchor the middle. And when has it been wise to doubt a 
Bill Belichick-coached defense? 


Jacksonville Jaguars The Jaguars’ defensive makeover continued 
this offseason with the team signing Pro Bowl defensive lineman Calais 
Campbell and defensive backs A.J. Bouye and Barry Church in free 
agency. The linebacking corps is strong with Paul Posluszny and Telvin 
Smith as the leaders and Myles Jack ready to take a step forward. The 
secondary will look different with Johnathan Cyprien, Prince Amukamara 
and Davon House having moved on, but the combination of the newcom- 
ers and the continued development of safety/corner Jalen Ramsey leaves 
the back end in good, if not better, shape. Even with all of the changes, 
don’t be surprised if the Jags D/ST emerges as a reliable fantasy option 
at some point this season. 


Arizona 8 O17 LA.Rams 8 
Kansas City 10 018. Buffalo 6 
L.A. Chargers 3/019. Cincinnati 6 
Denver 5/020. Green Bay 8 
NY. Giants 8 |O21. Pittsburgh 3 
Minnesota 3 022, Oakland 10 
Seattle 6 | 023, Washington 5 
Houston 7 24. New Orleans 5 
Carolina 1/25, San Francisco N 
Philadelphia 10 026. Tennessee 8 
Atlanta 5 | 027 Detroit 7 
‘Tampa Bay 11 |028. Chicago 3 
Baltimore 10 23. Dallas 6 
New England 9 O30, NY. Jets 1 
Jacksonville 8 031. Indianapolis " 
Miami 11 | 032, Cleveland 9 


Houston Texans To say the Texans D/ST was a 

fantasy disappointment in 2016 is an understatement. The 

No, 1-ranked D/ST entering the season, Houston finished 

18th in fantasy points (Athlon scoring} with only 17 total 
takeaways and 31 sacks. Obviously the absence of three-time NFL Defen- 
sive Player of the Year J.J. Watt was a huge factor, and if Watt is healthy, 
then his return could have a significant impact. But it's also asking a little 
too much to expect Watt to turn this from a middle-of-the-pack fantasy 
option back into an elite one, at least right away. Houston could reclaim 
its status as one of the top fantasy D/STs, but let someone else assume 
the risk. 


Cincinnati Bengals Featured in the “Going Up" section in this space 
last year, the Bengals went from a preseason top-10 ranking to finishing 
23rd in fantasy points [Athlon scoring). Cincinnati had the second-most 
interceptions in the NFL [along with four other teams} with 17 but 
managed to recover just three fumbles the entire season. The pass rush 
{33 sacks} also was inconsistent, and the Bengals didn't score a single 
touchdown on defense or special teams, These are the categories that 
matter the most in fantasy, and with the team signing just one free agent 
(LB Kevin Minter] and focusing more on offense in the dratt, this feels 
like a transition year for the Bengals defense. 


Washington Redskins On paper, the Redskins D/ST could be in 
the “Up” section considering the team spent more than half of its draft 
picks (six of 10) on defensive players after investing heavily on that side 
of the ball in free agency. While the additions of veteran linebacker Zach 
Brown, first-round pick Jonathan Allen and others should certainly help, 
how big of an impact all these newcomers can have remains to be seen. 
Washington finished 21st in fantasy points [Athlon scoring) last season, 
but it could take some time for this unit to come together. It's probably 
safest to leave the Redskins D/ST on the waiver wire and take the “wait 
and see” approach. 


Buffalo Bills The Bills finished a respectable 15th in fantasy points 
{Athlon scoring] among D/STs last season and hired former Carolina 
Panthers defensive coordinator Sean McDermott as their new head 
coach. But McDermatt is switching the Bills to a 4-3 alignment, which 
could lead to some growing pains early. In addition, top cornerback 
Stephon Gill more and linebacker Zach Brown, the team’s leading tackler 
in 2016, left in free agency, so this unit will have to replace some key 
players. Buffalo drafted LSU cornerback Tre'Davious White in the first 
round, but it may be too much to ask him to be a shutdown corner as a 
rookie. The combination of a new scheme and new pieces may result in 
the Bills D/ST taking a step back fantasy-wise this season. 
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(PLAYOFFS 


1. New England 
2. Pittsburgh. 

3. Oakland 

4, Tennessee 

5. Kansas City 
6. Baltimore 


Oakland over Baltimore 
Kansas City over Tennessee 


New England over Kansas City 
Pittsburgh over Oakland 


New England over Pittsburgh 


New England over Green Bay 


LN [Ke),\] SPORTS | 


AMERICA'S PREMIER SPORTS PUBLISHER 


1. New England 

2. Pittsburgh 

3. Oakland 

4. Kansas City 

5. Tennessee 

6. Baltimore 

7. Denver 

8. Miami 

9. Houston 
10. Buffalo 
11. L.A. Chargers 
12. Indianapolis 
13. Cincinnati 
14. Jacksonville 
15. N.Y. Jets 
16. Cleveland 


AFC EAST 


The defending champs loaded up with 
veteran acquisitions for another title run. 


A playoff team in 2016, the Dolphins still 
don’t look like a real threat to the Pats. 


Sean McDermott simultaneously trying 
to change the culture and win now. 


After a disappointing showing in 2016, 
Jets are in for a full-blown rebuild. 


AFC SOUTH 


Are the Titans ready to take the next step 
and return to the playoffs? 


Not much has changed: Poor QB play 
may submarine a great defense. 


Have they done enough to keep Andrew 
Luck healthy for a full season? 


Young talent keeps piling up, but Blake 
Bortles will make or break the Jags. 


TOM BRADY 
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AFC NORTH 


If the stars stay healthy, the Steelers 
may be the biggest threat to the Patriots. 


Big changes could be coming if John 
Harbaugh can't lead a playoff run. 


Veterans who led the way to the playoffs 
keep leaving town. 


Dawg Pound has to hope second-round 
QB DeShone Kizer is the answer. 


AFC WEST 


A healthy Derek Carr and some improve- 
ment on defense are a must. 


Alex Smith may need postseason wins to 
keep Patrick Mahomes II on sidelines. 


Can Paxton Lynch wrestle the quarter- 
back job away from Trevor Siemian? 


Anew coach in Anthony Lynn and a new 
home in Los Angeles. 


fhlon Sports; Carr: Peter Brouillet 


Brady: Harrison McClary 


BUFFALO BILLS 

Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Anthony Lynn Rick Dennison 
Dennison arrives after two seasons in the same 
position with Denver, including the Super Bowl 
season of 2015. Quarterback Tyrod Taylor is lim- 
ited as a passer, but the Bills’ status as the best 
rushing team in the NFL last season provides a 
nice starting point for a coach who likes to use 
the run game to set up the pass. 


BUFFALO BILLS 

Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Rob Ryan Leslie Frazier 
Frazier enters his fourth stint as an NFL de- 
fensive coordinator after spending last season 
as the defensive backs coach in Baltimore. 
Under Frazier’s tutelage, the Ravens ranked 
ninth in the NFL in pass defense and had a 
league-leading 18 interceptions. Frazier was 
head coach in Minnesota from 2010-13, post- 
ing a record of 21-32-1 with one playoff berth. 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 

Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Ray Horton Gregg Williams 
Williams most recently was the Rams’ defen- 
sive coordinator and should inject some attitude 
into a listless Browns defense. He'll implement 
a transition from a 3-4 to a 4-3, which could 
lead to some growing pains, and he still carries 
personal baggage from Bountygate. Head coach 
Hue Jackson is putting his trust in a coordinator 
who didn’t do enough to keep Rams coach Jeff 
Fisher from getting fired. 


DENVER BRONCOS 

Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Rick Dennison New: Mike McCoy 

It’s a homecoming of sorts for McCoy, who was 
the Broncos’ offensive coordinator from 2009- 
12. Even during a failed tenure as Chargers 
head coach [one playoff appearance], McCoy 
displayed his offensive acumen, fielding a 
passing attack that ranked fourth, 10th, fourth 
and eighth, respectively, in his four seasons. 
He'll fill a key role for first-time head coach 
Vance Joseph, whase specialty is defense. 


DENVER BRONCOS 

Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Wade Phillips Joe Woods 
Woods has served as defensive backs coach 
in Denver for two seasons, and his “No-Fly 
Zone” defensive backfield yielded the first 
All-Pro cornerback tandem in league history 
in Agib Talib and Chris Harris Jr. Woods’ task 
is to maintain rather than rebuild a Broncos, 
defense that has ranked among the league's 
best over the last three seasons. 


HOUSTON TEXANS 

Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Romeo Crennel Mike Vrabel 
Crennel guided the NFL's top-ranked defense 
in 2016, earning him a promotion of sorts to 
assistant head coach that cleared the way for 
rising star Vrabel to take the defensive reins 
while fending off interest in the 41-year-old 
from the Chargers and Redskins. Vrabel has 
been the Texans’ linebackers coach for the last 
three seasons. 


LOS ANGELES CHARGERS 

Defensive Coordinator 

Old: John Pagano Gus Bradley 
Bradley went 14-48 in four seasons as Jack- 
sorville’s head coach, but he had a relatively 
successful stint as the Seahawks defensive 
coordinator prior to his Jags tenure. He'll im- 
plement a transition from a 3-4 to a 4-3, but he 
possesses the ultimate foundational piece up 
front in Defensive Rookie of the Year Joey Bosa. 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 

Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Vance Joseph Matt Burke 

The well-traveled Burke made stops in Ten- 
nessee, Detroit and Cincinnati before landing in 
Miami as linebackers coach in 2016 and getting 
the coordinator job when Vance Joseph left to 
become the Broncos’ head coach. Burke has a 
reputation as a players’ coach, and he already 
possesses a comfort level in Miami. His job is 
cut out for him after the Dolphins allowed a 
franchise-worst 6,122 total yards in 2016. 


NEW YORK JETS 

Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Chan Gailey John Morton 

This is Morton’s first NFL coordinator job, 

but he has worked under Jon Gruden, Sean 
Payton, Jim Harbaugh and Pete Carroll. Most 
recently, he was wide receivers coach for 

the Saints, where he mentored a group that 
included rookie Michael Thomas, who had 92 
receptions and nine touchdowns in 2016. Mor- 
ton inherits the last thing a rookie coordinator 
needs — uncertainty at quarterback 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 

Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Bill Musgrave Todd Downing 
Once the Raiders’ season ended, head coach 
Jack Del Rio moved quickly to promote 
Downing, a rising star in the coaching ranks, to 
offensive coordinator after a stint as quarter- 
backs coach. That continuity should serve both 
Downing and the Raiders well. His rapport 
with quarterback Derek Carr has already 
yielded big benefits for a team on the rise. 


Derek Carr, QB, Oakland 


Von Miller, LB, Denver 


J.J. Watt, DE, Houston 


Mike Williams, WR, L.A. Chargers 


Jamal Adams, SS, N.Y. Jets 


Mike Mularkey, Tennessee 


DEREK CARR | 
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BUFFALO 


he Buffalo Bills haven't been to the NFL playoffs for 17 consecutive seasons, the 
longest active postseason drought in North American professional sports. So why 
should 2017 be the season this dubious streak is snapped? Because maybe the odds 
are in the Bills’ favor. 

Terry Pegula, who fired coach Rex Ryan and general manager Doug Whaley in a span of 
four months, is now working on his third head coach and second general manager in just 
two-plus seasons of ownership. New coach Sean McDermott, the former Philadelphia and 
Carolina defensive coordinator, has been handed unprecedented power. The expectation 
is that with a little more discipline, accountability and structure, the Bills can get over the 
hump. Under the fun-loving Ryan, the Bills dropped nine games by a seven points or less 
and went 8-8 and 7-9. 

Worst-case scenario for McDermott in his rookie year? Buffalo grabs another top-10 
draft pick and, coupled with Kansas City’s No. 1 obtained in a trade, he finds his franchise 
quarterback in a deep 2018 class. Just don’t utter the word “tank.” 


OFFENSE | ‘The Bills will look to improve on a unit that is lacking stars but ranked first in 
rushing offense and tied for 10th in scoring last season, 

With few appealing options on the free-agent market, the Bills had little choice but to 
bring back quarterback Tyrod Taylor for a third year under a more cap-friendly contract. 
It was a prudent move as Buffalo's new coaching staff under coordinator Rick Dennison 
will not have to waste valuable months staging a competition, and young prospects Cardale 
Jones and rookie Nathan Peterman can develop without any pressure. The Bills signed vet- 
eran TJ. Yates in case neither Jones nor Peterman can secure the backup job. 

Taylor has been an electrifying and productive — if not winning — quarterback with a 
14-14 record. He is limited as a pure passer, but his top-10 QBR ranking means he con- 
tributes in other ways, namely as the NFL's top rushing quarterback. He’s rushed for 1,148 
yards and 10 TDs for Buffalo, and his ability to avoid turnovers (six interceptions in 2016) 
is another positive. 

McDermott was around dual-threat QBs in Philadelphia with Donovan McNabb and 
in Carolina with Cam Newton. Dennison, who worked with Taylor in Baltimore, runs an 
offense that will utilize many of Taylor's skills. Can this be the staff that gets him to a new 
level? “It’s a player-friendly playbook, and I know I'm excited about it,” says Taylor. 

Taylor will need a full season out of wide receiver Sammy Watkins, who had two foot 
surgeries last year and was limited to 28 catches. Second-round pick Zay Jones, who caught 
an FBS record 399 passes for East Carolina, should be a nice complement to Watkins, along 
with veteran free agent Philly Brown. Tight end Charles Clay, who led Buffalo with 57 
catches for 552 yards, is also begging to be used more. Watkins’ health is everything, though. 


‘The No. 4 pick in 2014 is at a crossroads of his career if he can't stay on the field. 


Taking some of the pressure off Taylor is 


ST FORECAST. 


THE ORGANIZATION 

OWNERS; Kim and Terry Pegula 
PRESIDENT: Russ Brandon 

STADIUM: New Era Field (71,870) 
SURFACE: A-Turf Titan 50 
‘WEBSITE; www, buffalobills.com, 
TICKETS: 877-BB-TICKS. 

TRAINING CAMP: St. John Fisher College 
(Rochester, N.Y) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Sean McDermott 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 0-0 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATC ick Dennison 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Leslie Frazier 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Danny Crossman 
‘QUARTERBACKS: David Culley 

RUNNING BACKS: Kelly Skipper 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Phil McGeoghan 

TIGHT ENDS: Rob Boras 

OFFENSIVELNE: Juan Castillo 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Mike Waufle 

LINEBACKERS: Bob Babich 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Gill Byrd 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


a rushing attack that has led the NFL two 
years running. LeSean McCoy is still an 


2017 SCHEDULE 


elite cut-back runner who topped the 1,200- USI srime (Retoy 
yard mark for the fourth time in his carcer. |g Mal ae 
He had 50 catches and earned his fifth Pro Fires merce Tau eiG 
Bowl nod. Losing top backup Mike Gillis- a yaaa sein RED 
lee (5.7 yards per carry) to New England as Pp ameety(etye na Cs 
a restricted free agent has opened a spot for [Rg at Cincinnati 4:00 | 6-9-1 
second-year man Jonathan Williams. Two 
quality fullbacks were added as free agents, TanisESy 100} 9-7 
Patrick DiMarco and Mike Tolbert. Oakland 100) 12-4 
McCoy and company will run behind Nov. at N.Y. Jets (Thu.] 8:25 | 5-11 
a quality line. Cordy Glenn, Jordan Mills, JX) New Orleans 1:00) 7-9 
Richie Incognito, John Miller and center Eric [XQ@RENEG EMC IrCiea 4:05 | 5-11 
Wood return up front, and second-round  SARGRENIETE Se) 1:00} 12-4 
pick Dion Dawkins and veteran free agent | DENG MLPIEUCs 1:00} 14-2 
Vladimir Ducasse upgrade the depth. Wood,  PECARDNITIETETSIIE 1:00} 8-8 
one of the NFL’ best players at the pivot,  /EEGamIdNLIEIII 1:00} 10-6 
is coming off a broken leg, but he’s bounced REESE MM AVENEL] 1:00) 14-2 
back strong from injuries before. Deseai eeuHiam 4:00,} 10-6 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 

Total Total | Scoring | Scoring 

Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
329.3 (26) 342.4 [11] | 17.2 (80) | 25.6 (28) 
343.7 (19) 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
323.1 (27]| 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) | 18.6 (4) 
415.8 (21) 371.2 (25) | 33.8 (1) | 25.4 (27) 
356.9 (13}} 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7. (8) 
346.4 (18]| 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (18t) | 23.1. (15) 
373.3 (6}] 375.1 (26) | 26.0 (7) | 26.1 (20) 
329.3 (26) | 342.4 (11} | 17.2 (30) | 25.6 (28) 
426.0 (1]| 375.4 (27) | 29.3. (2) | 28.4 (31) 
356.8 [14]| 347.1 (16) | 25.6 [9] | 26.4 (29) 
343.0 {20} 368.5 (24) | 24.3 [13] ] 19.4. (7) 
386.3 [4)| 326.4 (8) | 27.6 (3) | 15.6 1] = 
364.4 [10] | 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (8) | 24.5 (22] se 
332.8 (24)) 382.6 (29] | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) & 
386.3 (4)) 326.4 (8) | 27.6 (3)] 15.6 [1] ui 
332.8 (24) | 382.6 (29) | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) = 
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at Baltimore 13 
NY. Jets i 31-37 
Arigona 33-18 
atNewEngland = 16-0 
at LA. Rams 30-19 
San Francisco Mm 45-16 
at Miami 25-28 
New England 25-41 
at Seattle 25-31 
at Cincinnati 16-12 
Jacksonville 28-21 TYROD TAYLOR 
at Oakland iy 24-38 
Pitsburah 20-27 DEFENSE This was Ryan's area of expertise, but he never got it right. Fielding units that 
Cleveland MM 33-13. tanked 19th in yards allowed two consecutive seasons hastened his exodus. 

Miami (ot) 31-36 Now it’s McDermott’ turn. He, too, is a defensive coach, and it’s up to him and his co- 
at NY, Jets 10-30 ordinator, former Vikings head coach Leslie Frazier, to deal with the Super Bowl champion 

i : New England Patriots and Tom Brady twice a year, To that end, the Bills will return to a 
pure 4-3 scheme after struggling to make Ryan’s complex hybrid looks work. 

“Tt allows us to kind of play to our strengths,” end Jerry Hughes says. “Four guys coming 
off the ball creating havoc, closing in that pocket, putting a lot of pressure on QBs rather 
than just allowing him to stand back there and pick us apart.” 

‘The key question: Do the Bills have the personnel to make that work? Only four starters 
Tyrod Taylor 269 3,023 remain from Buffalo's No. 4 defense of three seasons ago, and there are no Luke Kuechlys, 
RUSHING Yos AVG Greg Hardys or Josh Normans — players McDermott had when he fielded top-10 defenses 

McCoy 267 5, in Carolina 
Mike Gils : Still, the Bills have a very good base, starting with the front four of Hughes, Shaq Law- 
Tyrod Taylor . son, Marcell Dareus and Kyle Williams. Hughes is a gifted pass rusher who has 31 s 
over the last three ns. Lawson, Buffalo's No. 1 pick in 2016 who gi got a late 
shoulder surgery, was a dominant player at Clemson and showed flashe: 
Robert Wo reus and Williams form one of the NFLs best 1-2 tackle combination 
LeSean McCoy eight games due to suspensions and injury in 2016, Dareus needs a big 
put off retirement after hearing McDermott espouse discipline and hard work. Second-year 
man Adolphus Washington, who made 11 starts as a rookie, has Pro Bow! potential himself 
KICKING Dan Carpenter, 19-25 ls, 0-05 AT, 9 points 27s learning from two of the best. ‘ ‘ 
TACKLES: Zach Brown 149: Peston Brown, 139 The linebacker corps is led by veteran Lorenzo Alexander, who resurrected his career with 
SACKS: Lorenzo Alexander, 125; Jerry Hughes, 6.0 12.5 sacks and earned a two-year deal. He provides leadership in the locker room. Others to 
INTERCEPTIONS: Stephon Gilmore, 5: Two ted with 2 watch are Preston Brown (139 tackles) and former Alabama star Reggie Ragland, Buffalo’s 
second-round pick last season who lost his entire rookie season to a torn ACL. Rookie Matt 
Milano will challenge for a spot in the rotation. 
‘The secondary, a big part of McDermott’s scheme, has been overhauled, triggered by the 
loss of cornerback Stephon Gilmore to the rival Patriots for a massive $40 million guaran- 
2016 SIA teed contract. First-round pick Tre’Davious White should start opposite Ronald Darby at 
corner. Second-year pro Kevon Seymour and veteran Shareece White are very good special 


Diente SUS HE Rank ALL Rae package players. Micah Hyde and either free agent Jordan Poyer or veteran Colt Anderson 
Total a a will be the two new starting safeties after the Bills parted ways with Aaron Williams and 
Austin he Corey Graham. Hyde, who made 33 starts for the Packers with eight picks, was Buffalo's 
oa m a i top free-agent signing ($14 million guarantee) and is a key building block for McDermott, 
Tito’). SPECIALISTS Stephen Hauschka replaces a fading Dan Carpenter at placekicker. Haus- 
PuntReums 1126 chka has kicked for Denver, Baltimore and Seattle — winning a Super Bowl with the Sea~ 
Kick Retuns 713.19 hawks — and has a fine 87.2 percent career percentage. Punter Colton Schmidt (42.4-yard 
OrwevEEEECWMNTTErrenE §—2veraze,20 inside the 20), a great free-agent find who has mastered the challenging Buffalo 
a ae weather conditions, returns for his fourth season, Brandon Tate had a solid year returning 
Wa ee punts and kickoffs, but many candidates will be tested out, including White, a terrific punt 
Pas an 739 hi i returner in college. 
Scoring ne 1b 18 FINAL ANALYSIS Regime changes always inspire optimism, but the fact is that five pre~ 
Interceptions 2 8 110 vious GM changes and six coaching changes during Buffalo's 17-year playoff drought were 
Sacks Cine Fpan 8 not the answer. McDermott’s methodical, disciplined approach isnt a magic wand. Butifhe 
Turnover Differential +6 17 4 produces the two to three wins the Bills have consistently needed to make the playoffs, he'll [3 
be given a bust outside New Era Field. = 
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QUARTERBACKS POS. HT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
7 Jones, Cardale 08 65 250 1 Ohio State 
5 Taylor, Tyod 0B 6-1 215 6 Virginia Tech 
8 Woodrum, Josh 08 63 21 1 titerly 


9 Yates, TJ. 
RUNNING BACKS 
72 Banyatd, Joe 


42 DiMarco, Patrick FR 6-1 2K 5 South Carolina 

5 McCoy, LeSean RB 5-11 208 «8 Pittsburgh 

46 ONeal, Cedric RB 5-10 215 1 ‘Valdosta State 

35 Tolbert, Mike FR 5:9 250 9 Coastal Carolina 

31 Williams, Jonathan 1 

RECEIVERS x SE 

86 Annen, Blake TE 6h UT) 2 Cincinnati FAIS FACPhiTG 

10 Brown, Philly WR 5-11 190 3 OhioState Fao? FACar-16 

17 Butler, Jeremy WR 6-2 213 3. Tennessee-Martin FA-LAC-I7FA-Bal-14 

85 Clay Charles Te 63 BS 6 Tilse FAIS i-Mia-11 
81 Holmes, Ande WR 64 20 5 Hillsdale FADak-I7 — FAMin-11 

13 Lewis, Dezmin WR 6-4 24 1 Central Arkansas 07-15, D7-Buf-15, 
18 Listenbee, Kolby WR 61 1831 TOU Oba-16 Diés-Bul-16 
84 O'Leary, Nick TE 63 252 1 FlofidaState © Dé-15 bb-But-15 
19 Powell, Walter WR 6&0 189 2 MurrayState FATS Dé-Ai-14 

15 Tate, Brandon WR 6-1 195 8 North Caroling FA-16 OB-NED? 

{82 Thomas, Logan TE 66 20 2 ViginiaTech = FALT6 DE-A-14 

14 Watkins, Sammy WR 6&1 21 3 Clemson Dis D1-Bul-14 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN _ PO: XP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 


62 Ducasse, Vsdimir G6 7 Massachusetts FA-Bal-I7—D2-NV-10 
77 Glenn, Cordy T 66 58 Goongia o2i2 D2-Bui-12 
72 Groy. Ryan 6 65 30 3 Wisconsin FAIS FAChi-N 
6 Henderson, Seantrel = «T7331 3 Miami DM-16 D7b-But-14 
64 Incognito, Richie G63 39 0 Nebraska FAIS O3-LAR-05 
60 Jefferson, Cameron T 65 37 1 Arkansas FAT FACChi-t5: 
71 Kouandji, Cyrus T 67 32 9 Alabama ar O2-But-14 
67 Lewis, Patrick C 6&1 a 4 TerasaaM FAlb FAGB-13 
16 Milles, John G 62 309 2 Louisville 0-15 03-Bul-15 
79 Mills, Jordan T 65 316 4 Louisiana Tech FAIS - 
61 Mudge, Jordan OL 6-4 300 1 Nevada faa 
74 Ola, Michaet T 65 312 3 Hampton FAlb 
‘70. Wood Eric C be HOB Louisville Oib-09 

XI 
98 Coleman, Deandre Dr 65 313 Calforia FIG 
99 Dareus, Marcell OT 63 31 6 Alabama nr -But- 
56 Davis, Ryan DE 6-2 270 4 Bethune-Cookman FA-Dal-I7FA-lac-12 
55 Hughes, Jeny DE 62 2h 7 TU Tind-13—Ol-Ind-10 
90 Lawson, Shaq DE 63 267 1 Clemson Orb D1-Bul-18 
96 Metz, Jake DE 6-7 265 1 Shippensburg FA-IT FA Phils 
Seay, an DE 6:2 250 1 Nevada FMT FAR IG 
54 Valles, Max DE 6-4 250 1 Virginia Faas é-Dak-15 
2 Washington, Adolphus OT 6-4 2951 (Ohi State O16 03-Bul-16 
95 Wiiiams, Kyle 61 33 LU D506 Oi-Buf-06 
96 Worthy, Jeet DE 6-2 306 3 MichiganState—FALIS 02-68-12 


LINEBACKERS. 


49 Abright, Bryson B65 25 1 Miami(OH) Faei6 : 

57 Alexander, Lorenzo 1B 6-1 5 10 California Fak FaCard 
52 Brown, Preston B61 2) 3 Louisville ary Buf 
50. Humber, Ramon 1B 5-11 2372 8 NorthDakota St FAT Fad 09 
48) Lindsey, Jacob (8 62 20 1 Hamad Fal? FABul-17 
59 Ragland, Reggie (8 6-2 22 1 Nabama 0216 OZ-Buf-16 
49 Sylvestre, Junior B60 22 1 Toledo FAT Flchnd-15 
75 Yarbrough, Eddie 1B 6-3 2591 Wyoming Fal? FA-Den-16 

XP_ COLLEGE ACQUIRED 

‘33 Anderson, Colt S 5-10 195 7 Montana FAlnd-16—FAMin-09 
10 Cromartie, Marcus CB 60 195 3 Wisconsin FASAT = FALAC-13 
28 Darby, Ronald (BSI 193 2 © FloridaState = 07-15 OL-Bul-15 
31 Dowiing, Jonathan 0B 6-3 190 2 Western Kentucky FAIS OT-Dak-14 
6 Elston, Trae DB 511 19 1 OleMiss WeOle-17 —FA-NO-16 
‘40 Gaines, Charles CB 5-10 180-2 Louisville Falé Dé-Cle-15 
37 Gary, Shamiel S 60 27 2 OklahomaState FA-16 PANES 
23 Hyde, Micah DB 60 197 = lowe FAGB-17 53-68-13. 
38 James Il, Charles CB 59 185 3 CharlestonSo, Wind-17FA-NYG-13 
% Johnson, Leonard CB 5-10 2005 lowa State Fatal? FAAB-I2 
43 Powell, Joe DB 6-2 205 1 GlobeTech Fal6. FAANYG-16 
21 oye, Jordan DB 6-0 19) 4 —OregonState = FA-Cle-17.——D7-Phi-13. 
39 Roberson, Marcus, 8 60 1m 3 FALUARIS 
29 Seymour, Kevon 8 60 188 1 ‘Dbb-Bul-16 
41 Sve, Bradley 0B 511 10 07 FABUL-I7 
20. Weight, Shareece 6 


8 Ferguson, Red 
4 Hauschka, Steven K 6s mo 
4 Schmit, Colton 


NC State 


Califoria- Davis FASF-A3 


OFFENSE 
WR 14 Sammy Watkins 10. Philly Brown 
WR 11 Zay Jones [Rl 13 Dez Lewis 
LT 77 Cordy Glenn 71 Cyrus Kouandjio 
LG 64 Richie Incognito 62 Vladimir Ducasse 
C 70 Eric Wood 67 Patrick Lewis 
RG 76 John Miller 72 Ryan Groy 
RT 79 Jordan Mills 73 Dion Dawkins (R) 
TE 85 Charles Clay 84 Nick O'Leary 
QB 5 Tyrod Taylor 7 Cardale Jones 
FB 42 Patrick DiMarco 35 Mike Tolbert 
RB 25 LeSean McCoy 31 Jonathan Williams 
DEFENSE 
DE 90 Shaq Lawson 94 Jerel Worthy 
DT 99 Marcell Dareus 92 Adolphus Washington 
DT 95 Kyle Williams 98 Deandre Coleman 
DE 55 Jerry Hughes 56 Ryan Davis 
OLB 50 Ramon Humber 58 Matt Milano (R] 
MLB 59 Reggie Ragland 52 Preston Brown 
OLB 57 Lorenzo Alexander 75 Eddie Yarborough 
CB 28 Ronald Darby 30. Marcus Cromartie 
CB 27 TreDaviousWhite[R] 29 Kevon Seymour 
SS 23. Micah Hyde 31 Jonathan Dowling 
FS 33 Colt Anderson 21 Jordan Poyer 
J 

4 Stephen Hauschka KR 15 Brandon Tate 

P 6 Colton Schmidt PR 27 Tre’Davious White {R) 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


key apoirions > Kev Losses @ 

POS. PLAYER ‘2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
WR Philly Brown Cooling LB _ Zach Brown Washington 
FB Patrick DiMarco Atlanta K Dan Carpenter Free Agent 
06 Vladimir Ducasse Baltimore FB Jerome Felton Free Agent 
K Steven Hauschka Seattle RB Mike Gillislee New England 
S Micah Hyde Green Bay CB Stephon Gilmore New England 
FS Jordan Poyer Cleveland S Corey Graham Free agent 
FB Mike Tolbert Caroling CB Nickell Robey-Coleman L.A. Rams 
CB Shareece Wright Baltimore WR Robert Woods LA. Rams 


SCOUTING THE BILLS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP BUFFALO “Rex Ryan's public proclama- 
tions and outward confidence did not carry over to winning results, 

and while the players enjoyed him, the lack of discipline and overall 
direction plagued this team over the past two seasons. .. Sean 
McDermott, an Andy Reid/Jim Johnson disciple who reinvented himself 
in Carolina under Ron Rivera, will be expected to establish a culture 

of accountability, and he gained significant power with the firing of GM 
Doug Whaley the day after the draft... Tyrod Taylor is good enough to 
play but not good enough to win. And yet, the Bills are stuck with him 
for 2017. ... Shady McCoy bounced back last year but is another season 
older and always a hamstring pull away from being on the shelf... The 
line is capable on the left side with Cordy Glenn and Richie Incognito, 
but the Bills allowed 46 sacks despite a mobile quarterback. ... Sammy 
Watkins has been a major disappointment due to injuries, and his 
fifth-year option for 2018 was not exercised, .. The defense took a huge 
step back in 2016 but could potentially surprise with a healthy return 
of defensive end Shaq Lawson and linebacker Reggie Ragland... 
Marcell Dareus needs to become a more consistent force in the middle, 
and maybe McDermott can bring it out of him..... Ronald Darby has 
established himself as a bona fide corner, but Stephon Gilmore walked 
in free agency, so they dropped down in the first round to choose LSU's 
Tre‘Davious White... With more attention to detail, the Bills should be 
better, but not sure how this team gets to the playoffs.” 
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HOMECOMING Two road games will be 
extra special for new Bills coach Sean 
McDermott, a Week 2 game at Carolina and 
a Week 12 contest at Kansas City. McDer- 
mott coached six seasons for the Panthers, 
including their 2015 Super Bowl season. 
The Chiefs are coached by his mentor in 
Philadelphia, Andy Reid. That game will 
have implications on the 2018 draft after 
Buffalo acquired the Chiefs’ first-round pick 
in a trade this year that brought QB Patrick 
Mahomes II to K.C. and will define the re- 
mainder of Reid's illustrious career. 


AVETERAN’S VIEW Guard Richie Incog- 
nito resurrected his career under former 
coach Rex Ryan and was saddened to see 
him fired. But he has bought fully into 

what McDermott is about, especially after 
going through a few offseason practices. 
“He brings a lot of energy,” Incognito says. 
“We've got music playing in the hallways. 
We've got music playing in the lunchroom. 
The juices are flowing. ... We're flying around 
{in practice). There were some points where 
Iwas running — | didn’t even know where | 
was running, | just made sure my butt was 
in gear.” 

HISTORIC RUN GAME It will be hard for the 
Bills to improve on last season's perfor- 
mance running the ball, led by LeSean 
McCoy, Tyrod Taylor and Mike Gillislee. 
Those three combined for 2,424 yards and 
27 touchdowns. The Bills led the NFL in 
rushing yards per game (164.4), and their 
5.35 yards-per-carry average was a fran- 
chise record. 

STATISTICS ARE FOR LOSERS Buffalo led 
the NFL in rushing, ranked third in the AFC 
in sacks and tied for seventh in turnover dif- 
ferential with a plus-6. It added up to a 7-9 
record, giving credence to the saying “There 
are lies, damn lies and statistics.” 


BUFFALO IN THE DRAFT 


COLLEGE 


1._ Tre'Davious White 192 

2. Zay Jones WR 6-1 197 East Carolina 
2._Dion Dawkins OL 6-4 314 Temple 
5._ Matt Milano LB 6-1 225 Boston College 
5. Nathan Peterman QB 6-2 225 Pittsburgh 
6. Tanner Vallejo LB 6-1 228 Boise State 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Z0 ON THE GO Add Lorenzo Alexander to 
the list off all-time best free-agent signings. 
He won a starting job at linebacker for the 
Bills and recorded a career-high 12.5 sacks, 
76 tackles, 22 QB hits, six passes defended, 
three forced fumbles and one interception 
en route to the Pro Bowl. That earned him 

a two-year deal. “| am always blessed to be 
able to play in this league whether it is mak- 
ing the minimum or having a decent deal 
that is beyond the minimum. | just love being 
able to play this game,” says Alexander, one 
of the game's truly good guys. 


GLUE FOR HANDS Bills second-round pick 
Zay Jones caught 399 passes, an NCAA FBS 
career record, at East Carolina. "We hope 
he continues that,” McDermott says. “They 
{incompletions] don't move the chains very 
often.” Jones’ dad, Robert, played linebacker 
for the Dallas Cowboys, winning three Super 
Bowl rings, two at the Bills’ expense. 


NO PASSING ON QBS The Bills are often 
criticized for not drafting quarterbacks, but 
they're starting to change. The selections 

of Ohio State’s Cardale Jones in 2016 and 
Pittsburgh's Nathan Peterman in 2017 mark 
the first time they've taken QBs in consecu- 
tive years since 1985 and “86. That ’85 pick 
turned out well — super sub Frank Reich. 


DUAL ROLES Bills owner Terry Pegula also 
owns the Buffalo Sabres of the NHL. With 
both teams floundering, he fired the GMs 
and coaches of both teams in a span of four 
months and faced the challenge of putting 
the pieces back together. “I own the team, 
and they have to believe in us as owners, 
just like we have to try to believe in our 
players when we put them on the field,” said 
Pegula when asked why fans should have 
confidence in him. “We're going to try to 
make the best decision we can in the future, 
and we've made big decisions all our lives.” 
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This draft could be the gift that keeps on giving for the Bills, who are due for 
some good news. Three draft-day trades landed them Tre’Davious White, Zay 
Jones and Dion Dawkins, three players who will challenge for starting spots. 
Jones, who had an FBS-record 399 career catches, has a shot at stepping right 
in opposite Sammy Watkins. White was also a dangerous return man at LSU. 
Peterman, who beat national champ Clemson as a senior, brought great value in 
the fifth round. He played in a pro-style offense at Pittsburgh. The big plum was 
picking up an extra first-round pick in 2018 in a trade with Kansas City. 


NUMBERS TO K 


The Bills finished 31st in Adjusted 
Sack Rate, allowing 9.3 percent of 
their pass snaps to become sacks, 


On runs at right end, the Bills’ 
defense allowed a league-high 6.7 
adjusted line yards per carry. 


The Bills had the second-highest 
ratio of touchdowns to field goals 
in the NFL, scoring 2.5 touch- 
downs per field goal 


‘SAMMY WATKINS 
— 


White: Tom Lynn; Watkins: Peter Brouillet 


» MIAMI 


£49 DOLPHINS 


ong-time Miami fans know all about one-year NFL wonders — those teams that 
overachieve one season only to fall back the next. That’s because the 2008 Dolphins 
fall in that category, plummeting from an 11-5 record and playoff appearance that 
year into a seven-season playoff drought that finally ended last season. 

There is legitimate reason to believe the 2017 Dolphins can avoid the same fate thanks to 
the culture built by second-year head coach Adam Gase and a front office that has assem- 
bled Miami's most talented roster since the days of perennial postseason contention. 

‘The Dolphins believe continuity is the key to success. Miami retained its two priority free 
agents in wide receiver Kenny Stills and defensive end Andre Branch, Defensive end Cam- 
eron Wake, linebacker Kiko Alonso and safety Reshad Jones all earned lucrative contract ex~ 
tensions, Miami added projected starters at middle linebacker (Lawrence Timmons), tight 
end (Julius Thomas), left guard (Ted Larsen) and safety (Nate Allen and TJ. McDonald) 
via trade and free agency. The draft yielded immediate contributors as well. The key now is 
whether all this can help Miami push New England for the AFC East crown. 


OFFENSE When quarterback Ryan Tannchill’s season ended in Week 14, Miami's hopes 
for a deep playoff run were dashed as well. After a rough start partially caused by growing 
pains in Gase’s system, Tannehill rebounded to enjoy the best season of his career. Tan- 
nehill’s biggest improvement came on the deep ball. He tied for the NFL lead with seven 
completions of 50-plus yards, and his 7.7 yards-per-completion average was a personal best. 

‘The Dolphins and Tannehill opted against surgery on his partially torn ACL under the 
belief that rehabilitation and strengthening the muscles around his knee could prevent fur- 
ther damage. Still, nobody can know for sure until Tannchill takes the field again in game 
settings. And despite the strides made in 2016, there are lingering doubts about whether 
Tannehill can become a Super Bowl-caliber quarterback. But the only opinion that matters 
is Gase’s. He stuck by Tannehill when fans were calling for backup Matt Moore after Mi- 
ami’s 1-4 start and has never shown signs of lessening his support. 

Behind the scenes, Gase pushed heavily for Dolphins management to re-sign Stills. Those 
words carried heavy weight, Stills caught a career-high nine touchdown passes and averaged 
17.3 yards per reception, which ranked third in the league. Jarvis Landry should be the ‘next 
Dolphins wideout to cash in. Heading into a contract year, Landry remains'Tannehill’s most 
trusted target. He was among the league leaders in third-down grabs while becoming the 
sixth receiver in Dolphins history with back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons. Miami is counting 
on DeVante Parker to make more of an impact entering his third NFL season. If he doesn't, 
the Dolphins may pass on exercising the fifth-year option in his rookie contract. 

At tight end, Thomas should provide Tannchill with a boost in the passing game provided 
he avoids the injury problems that made him a high-priced free-agent bust.in Jacksonville, 
Anthony Fasano, who played in Miami from 2008-12, returns primarily as a blocker with 
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THE ORGANIZATION 


CHAIRMAN/MANAGING GENERAL PARTNER: 
Stephen M. Ross 

PRESIDENT/CEO: Tom Garfinkel 

GENERAL MANAGER; Chris Grier 
EXECUTIVE VP OF FOOTBALL ADMINISTRATION: 
Mike Tannenbaum 

STADIUM: Hard Rack Stadium (65,326) 
SURFACE: Natural Grass 

WEBSITE: www.miamidolphins.com 
TICKETS: 888-FINS-TIX 

TRAINING CAMP: Miami Dolphins Training 
Facility (Davie, Fla.) 


THE COACHES 
HEAD COACH: Adam Gase 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 10-6 
CAREER RECORD: 10-6 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Clyde Christensen, 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Burke 
‘ASST, HEAD COACH/SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: 
Darren Rizzi 
ASST, HEAD COACH/LINEBACKERS: Frank Bush 
QUARTERBACKS: Bo Hardegree 
RUNNING BACKS: Danny Barrett 
WIDE RECEIVERS: Shawn Jefferson 
TIGHT ENDS; Shane Day 
OFFENSIVE LINE: Chris Foerster 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Terrell Williams 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Lou Anarumo. 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


‘The running game progressed from a con- 
cern in the preseason to a strength by the end 


Dion Sims having left for Chicago. 
2077 SCHEDULE 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 
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stem-cell procedure on Mike Pouncey’s hip can help keep their oft-injured center on 
the field. Although one of the league’s most talented players at his position, Pouncey has 
missed 19 games the past four seasons, and his days with the Dolphins are numbered if 
he can't stay healthy. Larsen (left) and Jermon Bushrod (right) are expected to man the 
guard spots, but both could have competition from 2017 fifth-round pick Isaac Asiata. 
‘The Dolphins picked up the fifth-year option on right tackle Ja’Wuan James, who ap- 
pears primed for a breakthrough. 


DEFENSE Some of Miami’s defensive struggles in 2016 — the Dolphins ranked 29th 
in yards allowed and were gouged for an average of 140.4 rushing yards per game — came 
from personnel deficiencies in the back seven and growing pains adjusting to a Wide- 
‘Nine scheme. The Dolphins are hopeful new coordinator Matt Burke, who was promoted 
from linebackers coach after Vance Joseph left to become Denver's head coach, can main- 
tain continuity while adding his own wrinkles to the attack. The Dolphins also have given 
Burke better pieces to work with than Joseph had. Timmons’ signing means Alonso can 
shift from middle to weak-side linebacker, where he could make an even bigger impact. 
Finally overcoming the injuries that ruined his previous two NFL seasons, Alonso led 
Dolphins in tackles (115) and spearheaded a seven-game stretch in which Miami forced 
19 turnovers. The Dolphins expect Koa Misi to rebound from a neck injury to man the 
strong-side linebacker spot, although he could face a challenge for that starting role from 
2017 second-round pick Raekwon McMillian. 

The Wide-Nine did bring out the best in Wake and defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh. 
Wake recovered from a torn Achilles tendon and dispelled the early season notion among 
CMG: Andrew Fanks 16-21 Fs 1-42 PA. 89 points Dolphins coaches that he should be a role player in his mid-30s, notching 10.5 of his 11.5, 
TACKLES: Kiko Alonso, 115: sa Abdul-Ouddus, 78 sacks after returning to the starting lineup in Week 6. On the opposite side, the mistake 
of overpaying for end Mario Williams was mitigated by the emergence of Branch, who 
had 5.5 sacks. Charles Harris, the team’s 2017 first-round pick, will quickly be worked 
into the pass-rush rotation. One year after Miami made him the highest-paid defensive 
tackle in NFL history, Suh finally started to show why thanks to a change in scheme that 
allowed him to play more aggressively rather than read and react. Suh’s 72 tackles ranked 
third among all interior linemen. The Dolphins now want upgraded play next to him. 

‘Miami's starting cornerbacks are a far cry from the days of Sam Madison and Patrick 
Surtain, but Byron Maxwell did pick up his game considerably after an early season 
benching. Maxwell led all NFL cornerbacks with four forced fumbles. Xavien Howard 
showed promise as a rookie with the steady Tony Lippett playing in nickel situations. 
Jones was enjoying a brilliant season at strong safety before getting hurt in Week 6 and 
landing on injured reserve. He will likely play alongside Allen until at least midseason, 
which is when newcomer McDonald’s drug suspension ends. 


SPECIALISTS Andrew Franks must improve his 76.2 field goal percentage, but the 
second-year kicker came through in the clutch last December with game-winners against 
Arizona and Buffalo. Matt Darr ranks among the NFLs best young punters despite a 
3.3-yard dip in net average last season, The coverage units led by safety Michael Thomas 
are sound, while the return game should continue receiving a lift from Landry and 2016 
draft picks Kenyon Drake and Jakeem Grant. 

FINAL ANALYSIS During an offseason trip to London, Landry boldly proclaimed 
Miami would sweep the Patriots in 2017. Doing so for the first time since 2000 might 
be the only way the Dolphins can end New England’s quest for a ninth straight division 
crown. A second straight wild-card berth is a more realistic expectation. 


at Pittsburgh 


Turnover Differential 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 10 Kenny Stills Isaiah Ford [R) 
WR 14 Jarvis Landry 19 Jakeem Grant 
WR 11 DeVante Parker 88 Leonte Carroo 
LT 67. Laremy Tunsil 79. Sam Young 

LG 62 Ted Larsen Isaac Asiata [R] 
C 51. Mike Pouncey 65 Anthony Steen 
RG 74 Jermon Bushrod 60. Kraig Urbick 

RT 70 JaWuan James 69 Terry Poole 

TE 89 Julius Thomas 80 Anthony Fasano 
QB 17 Ryan Tannehill 8 Matt Moore 

RB 23 Jay Ajayi 26 Damien Williams 
DEFENSE 

DE 91 Cameron Wake 78 Terrence Fede 
DT 93. Ndamukong Suh Davon Godchaux (R} 
DT 97. Jordan Phillips Vincent Taylor (R] 
DE 95 William Hayes 50 Andre Branch 
SLB 55 Koa Misi Raekwon McMillian (R) 
MLB 9% Lawrence Timmons 45. Mike Hull 

WLB 47 Kiko Alonso 46 Neville Hewitt 
CB 41 Byron Maxwell 28 Bobby McCain 
CB 25 Xavien Howard 36 Tony Lippett 

FS 29 Nate Allen 31 Michael Thomas 
SS 20 Reshad Jones 35 Walt Aikens 
‘SPECIALISTS 

K 3 Andrew Franks KR 19 Jakeem Grant 
P 4 Matt Darr PR 14 Jarvis Landry 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 
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POS. PLAYER ‘2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
$__Natedllen Oakland OT Branden Abert Jacksonville 
TE___AnthonyFasano Tennessee (8 _Jelani Jenkins Oakland 
DE Wiliam Hayes LARams DE Dion Jordan Seatle 
06 TedLarsen Chicago OT Ear Mitchell San Francisca 
$ TJ.McDonald LA. Rams 

TE__Julus Thomas Jackson 


SCOUTING THE DO 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP MIAMI “Adam Gase proved to be more 
than ready to handle the head coaching position as he did a masterful 
job with a mixed bag of players. .. Now that the head coach is in 
place, the next long-term question surrounds Ryan Tannehill, who 
played well for much of the year only to suffer a knee injury at the 
end of the season. No surgery was required, and reports indicate that 
his rehab should have him ready to go by training camp. .. Their trio 
of young receivers, DeVante Parker, Kenny Stills and Jarvis Landry, 
all have different roles and made exciting strides in 2016. ... Laremy 
Tunsil should make a seamless move to left tackle, and the rest of the 
offensive line is more than adequate... Jay Ajayi had a breakout cam- 
paign and is clearly their go-to runner. .. Ndamukong Suh was better 
than expected in 2016 but is always a wild-card performer. ... Miami 
was thrilled to add Missouri defensive end Charles Harris to its pass 
rush as a first-round pick. ... The linebackers are a work in progress 
with Kiko Alonso getting an extension and Lawrence Timmons coming 
in asa free agent from the Steelers. .. Raekwon McMillan (Ohio 
State] was their second-round pick, but some question his ability as 
a point-of-attack defender. ... The secondary is the weakest part of 
their roster and may prove to be their undoing against the Patriots. 

.. Byron Maxwell, Xavien Howard and rookie Cordrea Tankersley are 
all bigger corners with a lack of short-area quickness and coverage 
skills. .. Cann this team make the playoffs? Maybe. Major run in 
playoffs? Doubtful.” 


90 ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


Harris: Tim Umphrey; Suh: W. E. Smith Ill 


COLLEGE 
Missouri 
Ohio State 
Clemson 


Raekwon McMillian OLB 240 
Cordrea Tankersley 199 


>3|-}"]91]29|p9 


Isaac Asiata 323 Utah 
Davon Godchaux 310 LSU 
Vincent Taylor OT 304 Oklahoma State. 
isaiah Ford WR 194 Virginia Tech 


Miami eschewed small-school prospects by using all seven picks on players 
from the Power 5 conferences, Charles Harris must prove he can overcome sub- 
par workout times in the 40-yard dash for NFL pass-rushing success. Raekwon 
MeMillian also may have gotten over-drafted if he can’t prove himself as more 
than a part-time player at strong-side linebacker. Cordrea Tankersley played a 
key role on a Clemson team that played in the national title game each of the last 
two years. Isaac Asiata could have the best chance of any pick to start as a rookie 
with the Dolphins set to field two journeymen (Ted Larsen and Jermon Bushrod) 
at their guard spots. Defensive tackle Jordan Phillips should be looking over 
his shoulder at Davon Godchaux and Vincent Taylor pushing for his reps. In only 
three seasons in college, Isaiah Ford set Virginia Tech career records in recep- 
tions (210), receiving yards (2,967) and receiving touchdowns (24). He will be the 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


ANOTHER TYPE OF COMBINE To help 

his players prepare for life after football, 
team owner Stephen Ross sponsored the 
inaugural Dolphins Business Combine. Ross 
hosted 16 players in New York City to hear 
from company leaders and get a peek at 
what awaits in the “real world.” Those who 
participated were serious about their inter- 
est as all paid for their own transportation 
and lodging to the event. 


ALLIN THE FAMILY Joe Vitt's firing as line- 
backers/assistant head coach in New Orle- 
ans gave Dolphins head coach Adam Gase 
the chance to hire his father-in-law. Rather 
than head to the sideline, Vitt will serve as 
a Dolphins consultant working on special 
projects. The move might be knocked for 
nepotism, but there's no denying that Vitt 
has something to offer Gase and the Dol- 
phins with his 38 years of NFL experience in 
various coaching capacities. 

NO DOUBTS ABOUT THOMAS Say what you 
will about safety Michael Thomas’ decision 
last season to kneel during the national an- 
them, but one thing that shouldn't be ques- 
tioned is Thomas’ commitment to making 
the world a better place. The special-teams 
standout continued his advocacy this offsea- 
son with another trip to Haiti to help fund 
solutions to a water crisis in the country's 
remote regions. Thomas also regularly 
travels to Fort Pierce, Fla., to get involved in 
community projects such as fostering better 
relations between the police and citizens. 


team’s No. 4 wide receiver. 


TOUGH GUY So much for the perception 
that Charles Harris was soft. That criticism 
he heard in high school as a junior basket- 
ball player prompted Harris to begin playing 
football, Harris was selected in the first 
round after proving himself to be a top-level 
edge rusher at Missouri. 


BUILT TO LAST Long snapper John Denney 
arrived to the Dolphins as an undrafted free 
agent in 2005 and has never left. Denney, 38, 
enters the season with a franchise-record 
192 consecutive starts. 


DOLPHINS OVERSEAS For the third time 
in four years, the Dolphins will head to 
London for a regular-season game, in Week 
4 against New Orleans. Miami's willingness 
to travel abroad helped in the bid to bring 
Super Bowl LIV to South Florida. 


ROCKING AT HARD ROCK The Dolphins 
have finally completed a $500 million-plus 
renovation of Hard Rock Stadium. Last year, 
the franchise was forced to play a preseason 
matchup against Atlanta in Orlando while 
finishing touches were completed, 


FINS UPTO J.T. Jason Taylor became 

the fifth player in franchise history to get 
selected for the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 
his first year of eligibility. Taylor's candidacy 
received an unexpected boost from Tom 
Brady, who wrote a letter of support on 

his behalf to Hall voters. The Dolphins will 
present Taylor with his Hall of Fame ring at 
a regular-season game. 


| NUMBERS TO K 


The Dolphins ranked 31st in the 
NFL in defensive Adjusted Sack 
Rate, sacking opposing quarter- 
backs on just 4,7 percent of their 
pass snaps. 


Miami ran the slowest offense 
in the league, averaging 29.8 
seconds per play, 


The Dolphins had the lowest 
average plays per offensive drive, 
with just 5.0 per possession. 


NDAMUKONG SUH 
—— —wa 
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NEW ENGLAND 


PATRIOTS 


or a Patriots team that had just completed the greatest comeback in Super Bowl 
history, complacency did not set in. Not even a little bit. 
If anything, the Pats and coach Bill Belichick ratcheted up the offseason intensity 
with a flurry of moves — both in trades and free agency — that only heightened their 
status as the favorites to win their third Super Bowl in four years. As evidenced by a draft 
that saw the Pats select only four players, most of whom will likely only be depth pieces at 
first, the Pats are built to win now and win big. 

‘The question then becomes: What exactly can derail this runaway train? Are conference 
foes such as the Raiders, Texans, Steelers or Chiefs ready to take the next step? Can the 
Broncos recover from a disappointing 2016? 

One thing is for certain: The ts set the pace. A significant push will be necessary 
to knock them off their perch and keep them from making it to Minnesota for Super Bowl 
LIL, 


OFFENSE ‘Ihe stirring MVP performance that’Tom Brady gave in the Super Bowl win 
over the Falcons tells you everything you need to know about his lasting ability to play 
the position even as he begins the 2017 season at 40 years old. He won't go on forever, 
but that’s why the team retained backup quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo despite reportedly 
receiving repeated overtures from the Browns to trade him away. In so doing, the Patriots 
will be starting an all-time great at the most important position on the field while having an 
insurance policy who they believe can carry them to the promised land if Brady gets hurt. 

On top of that, the Pats significantly upgraded Brady's wide receiving corps when they 
dealt the No. 32 pick in the draft for ex-Saint Brandin Cooks. With the speedy Cooks in 
the fold, the Pats add the valuable element of a deep threat to an already potent unit. Cooks 
can also line up in the slot and be effective in traffic, something he will do more in New 
England than he did in New Orleans. 

Look for last year’s breakout rookie receiver Malcolm Mitchell to have an increased 
role. When factoring in the rest of the group — Chris Hogan, Julian Edelman and Danny 
Amendola — you arentt going to see many double-teams, and safety help over the top will 
be difficult to spread around. This will create the type of matchups Brady can feast on. 

‘There is some uncertainty around the tight end position, Rob Gronkowski will be coming, 
off back surgery, and the increasingly injury-prone star is becoming less and less reliable in 
terms of his availability. The Pats acquired Dwayne Allen to fill the void left by Martellus 
Bennett, who left for the Packers in free agency, but Allen has his own injury history. 

The questions surrounding the running back position are of a different nature, ‘The team 
swiped restricted free agent Mike Gillislee from the Buffalo Bills, and he could be the lead 
back in a deep rotation. But Rex Burkhead and Dion Lewis also can be effective in multiple 
facets, and third-down back James White seems like he will hold down that spot after re~ 
ceiving a contract extension in April. Rather 
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DEFENSIVE LINE: Brendan Daly 
LINEBACKERS: Brian Flores 
CORNERBACKS: Josh Boyer 
SAFETIES: Steve Belichick 
SPECIAL TEAMS: Joe Judge 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


han settl a et ration, the Pa- 
tits could use the backs based on game- ELAS 


plan need and leave opponents guessing as to [ERENT reales 
which one they'll have to worry about from eM 9:30 | 12-4 
week to week. That kind of personnel flexi- SNR NN HO ene 100! 7-9 
bility is something Belichick | Sept, 24 Houston 400! 9-7 
‘The line is relatively stable. Tackles Nate | NEICoETEG 4.00! 6-10 
Solder and Marcus Cannon both performed [URW NENETRERIEESTAUIO IN 8:25| 9-7 
at a high level last season. Although the inte- [USENET Ravig 1:00 | 5-11 
rior line is still young, center David Andrews [GTC 8:30 | 11-5 
and right guard Shaq Mason have shown |GEUSeU MAWES 4:00 | 5-11 
steady improvement. Left guard Joe Thuney BYE 
Uhoulddouheienine, Nov. 12 at Denver 8:30| 9-7 
Overall, this is an offense that — barring (QRMMNRANERCENEREIT Eee) 4:25 | 12-4 
injury — should eclipse last year’s produc-  AQSEINMIEIA 1:00) 10-6 
Bons Dec. at Buffalo 1:00} 7-9 
Dec. 11. at Miami (Mon.) 8:30 | 10-6 
DEFENSE As opposed to last year,the Pa- [DES meTiaet Me) 4:25 | 11-5 
triots will be facing a much tougher group of  [DESNNEMET 1:00] 7-9 
quarterbacks on the schedule now that the [RESNcIXRGES 1:00 | 5-11 


Total 
Offense 


343.0 (20) 
426.0 1) 
314.7 (29) 
343.7 (19) 
346.4 (18) 
329.3 (26) 
415.8 (2) 
356.8 (14) 


323.1 (27) 
373.3 (6) 
332.8 (24) 
354.1 (16) 
332.8 (24) 
372.6 (7) 
354.1 (16) 
329.3 (26) 


Total 
Defense 
368.5 (24) 
375.4 (27) 
301.3. (1) 
359.8 (21) 
367.9 (23) 
342.4 (11) 
371.2 (25) 
347.1 (16) 


316.1 (4) 
375.1 (26) 
382.6 (29) 
357.0 (19) 
382.6 (29) 
342.6 (12) 
357.0 (19) 
342.4 (11) 


Scoring 
Offense 


24.3 (13) 
29.3, (2) 
17.4 (28t) 
23.1 (15) 
22.1 (18t) 
17.2 (30) 
33.8 (1) 
25.6 (9) 


20.8 (22) 
26,0 (7) 
22.7 (17) 
24.9 (10t) 
22.7 (17) 
24.9 (10t) 
24.9 (10t) 
17.2 (30) 


Scoring 
Defense 


19.4 (7) 
28.4 (31) 
20.5 (11) 
25.1 (26) 
23.1 (15) 
25.6 (28) 
25.4 (27) 
26.4 (29) 


18.6 (4) 
24,1 (20) 
23.8 (18) 
23.3 (16) 
23.8 (18) 
20.4 (10) 
23,3 (16) 
25.6 (28) 
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2016 RESULTS (14-2) 


Re at Arizona 
Sept. 18 IMEI 

Sept. 22 iia 

evi Buffalo 

iam at Cleveland 
eatiem Cincinnati 
ieysiem at Pittsburgh 
USER at Buffalo 

Nov. 13 Sant 

NAPA at San Francisco 
NAH at NY. Jets 


LA. Rams Nv 

Baltimore me 30-23 
at Denver my 16-3 
NY. Jets W a 
at Miami Ms 35-14 
Houston 

Pittsburgh 


Atlanta (ot) 


PASSING 

Tom Brady 3554 28 2 

Jimmy Garoppolo 502 4 0 
AVG 


RECEIVING 

Julian Edelman 

James White 
ellus Bennett 
Hogan 

Malcolm Mitchell 


KICKING: Stephen Gostkowski, 27-32 Fs, 46-49 PAT, 
127 points 

TACKLES: Logan Ryan, 92; Patrick Chung, 91 

SACKS: Trey Flowers, 7.0; Jabaal Sheard, 5.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Malcolm Butler, 4 Two tied with 2 


2016 SIAIS 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 386.2 4 1 
Rushing 17.0 7 a 
Passing, 269.2 4 1 
Scoring M6 a 1 
Third Down % 458 4 1 
Punt Returns: 69 u 
Kick Returns 187 3 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 326.4 8 5 
Rushing 886 4 2 
Passing Bia 2 7 
Scoring 156 1 i 
Interceptions 13 115 at 
Sacks 4 TN6 6 
Tumover Differential +12 9 a 


AFC West and NFC South rotate onto the slate. The team responded by doubling down on 
top players in the secondary and at edge rusher. Time will tell if the response is effective, but 
at this stage it appears Belichick made the right moves again. 

Although Malcolm Butler was the team’s No. 1 corner for the past two seasons, the Pats 
appears to have co-No. 1s after they grabbed Stephon Gilmore and paid him $13 million 
per year. Butler is likely to leave in free agency after the 2017 season, but for at least the 
time being, the Pats have an ideal pairing. With Eric Rowe as a taller option who is more 
suited to play on the outside, look for Butler to get snaps against slot receivers and become 
an occasional blitzer off the edge as well. 

‘The safety unit is stable with Patrick Chung, Devin McCourty and Duron Harmon all 
entrenched as a communicative and talented group. Overall, if teams beat the Pats through 
the air, they will have earned it. 

The front seven has a few more question marks, starting with the linebackers. The Pats 
re-signed Dont’a Hightower, but he has dealt with injury woes that could worsen down 
the line. There really isn't a great coverage linebacker on the team, which often leaves the 
Patriots vulnerable to intermediate passing routes. 

Still, the Pats will be stout against the run. The defensive line replenished its stock and 
has both depth and versatility. Trey Flowers is an emerging star at defensive end, and the 
addition of Kony Ealy via trade with the Panthers injects another youthful pass rusher into 
the mix. The team also drafted two defensive ends, which means the Pats are looking for 
more competition at that spot heading into training camp. 

Defensive tackle Alan Branch had his best season as a Patriot in 2016 and will again be 
counted on to hold up at the point of attack. Entering his third year, fellow tackle Malcom 
Brown has been steady if unspectacular. The Pats hope he can become even more disruptive 
as his career unfolds. The team added former Raven Lawrence Guy into the mix, and his 
ability to play both tackle and end adds value. 

The defense topped the league last season in points allowed, but against a weaker sched- 
ule. Look for it to be better this year, but the improved opponents may hurt the numbers by 
comparison. Either way, the Pats have a strong base from which to work. 


SPECIALISTS By his standards, placekicker Stephen Gostkowski had a down year in 
2016, including a missed extra point in the Super Bowl. His performance is worth monitor- 
ing. Ideally, second-year cornerback Cyrus Jones would grab hold of the spots on the return 
units, but his persistent fumbling problems have prevented him from doing that. Belichick 
will likely give him another shot at it, but the coach’s patience has worn thin. Jones was a 
healthy scratch by the end of the season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Patriots are among the Super Bowl favorites nearly every year, 
but this season it appears they are more likely than usual to add another Lombardi Trophy 
to the collection. There is veteran leadership, young talent and the elite coaching that most 
teams aspire to. 

That said, the roadblocks along the way can't be easily dismissed. As mentioned, the 
schedule is tougher, and the Dolphins appear to be on the precipice of becoming a worthy 
divisional foil. The Texans are a quarterback away from being a legitimate contender, and if 
they found him in Deshaun Watson, look out. The Raiders still have one of the best young 
rosters in the league, as do the Chiefs, and the Broncos, like the Texans, are a quarterback 
away from getting right back to where they want to be. Of course, if the Steelers can stay 
healthy, they are also a true threat. 

But those teams all have major “ifs” to combat. As of now, we know exactly what the 
Patriots are: The favorites to win Super Bowl LII — no ifs, ands or buts about it, 
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2017 \ETERAN PATRIOTS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
12 Bray, Tom OB 6-4 22517 Michigan 6b-00 Dob HE-00 
7 Bissett, Jacoby 8 64 235 1 NCState Mab-16——_DBb-NE-T6 
10 Garoppolo, Jimmy 0&2 2253) Faster Minis 2-146 UNE 
38 Bolen, Brandon RB S11 2205 Mississippi FAIZ FAHE-12 
Burkhead, Rex RO 510 2104 Nebraska FeCint?— Dba-Cin-13 
46 Devlin, James FB 63 85 Brown fate fALCin-10 
27 faste,D. RH 6-0 19 1 AzonaState FAH FAE-16 
Giliste, Mike RB S41 2193 Fla FABul-17—D5-Mia-19 
47 Gronkowsk,Glenn = FB «G3 235-1 Kansas Stale FA-16 FA But-16 
53 Lewis, Dion AB 58195 : Pittsburgh FAAS 06-Phi-tT 
28 White James RB 510 206 Wisconsin Ddb-14———_b-NE-14 
‘Allen, Dwayne TE 6-3 265 6 Clemson Tlnd-17——D3-Ind-12 
40 Amendola, Dany WR 5-11 190 8 TevasTech = ALARA. FADal-08 
Cooks, Brondin WR 5-10 187 3 OregonState —T-NO-17——DV-NO-14 
11 Edelman, Julian WR 5-10 200 8 Kentstate 070-097 NE-OP 
8 Gronkowski, Rob TE 66 288 7 Aizona Ola-10 ——O2a-NE-10 
15 Hogan, Chris WR 6-1 210 © 4 — Monmouth FA-But-16 FA-SF-1) 
Houser, Rob TE 65 250 5 Flovdadllanic FAA? OBA 
82 Lengel, Matt TE 6-7 266 = Eastern Kentucky FA16 FA-Cin-15, 
16 Lucien Devin WR 62 200 1 AzonaState 7-16 O7-NE-6 
19 Mitchell Malcom = WR 6-1 200 1—Geogia 04-16 D.NES 
Usain om: TE CRESS TLS Mae PICT | SEAL 
18 Slater, Matthew WR 60 205 UCLA 06-08 05.NE-8 
0 Andes, David C6} M5 2 Gengia tats FAME 
4 Barkes, Chis OL 2 2152 Nevada Ftd FeMia-13 
41 Cannon, Marcus OL 65 33 6 Feros Chistian OSa11——_OSaNE-TT 
§ Douglas, Jamil OL 6-4 3082 Aizona State FI Di. Mia-t5 
6 Fas, Chase OL 6-4 205 1 OhinState = FAL Fabel 16 
17 Fleming, Cameron OL 66 3203 Stanfod Dic-té Dc -NE-14 
15 Karras, Te OL bh 051 inns het ————Dbe-NE-TA 
49 Mason, Shaq OL 6-1 310-2 Goorin Tech Oko-15-—_—Ode-NEI5 
17 Solder Nate T 68 3% 6 Colorada on OVEN 
62 They, Joe OL 65 905 1 NCState a1 OBa-NE-1B 
8 Waddle tabdian OL 66 31h Tevas Tech = WeDet-15—FALDat 13 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS _HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
97 Branch, Alan DL 6-6 ©6360 «10 Michigan FANA O2-Ai-07 
90 Brown, Malcom OL 62 90 2 Tevas 1-15 O1-NE-5 
faly, Kony DE bh 77 9 Misou Marl? Darts 
98 Flowers, Tey OL 62 265 2 kansas Dla-t5 la NE-16 
0 Grissom, Geneo DL 6h 265-2 Oahoma D318 03-NE-5 
Guy, Lawrence OL 6-4 3055 tana State FASBal- 17 7-68-11 
74 Wamiton, Woodrow = DL 633151 Ole Miss fats FANE 
496 Kigo, Darius tN AiTaa hia WeDen-16 —6-Den-16 
99 Valentine Vincent or 63 300 Nebraska Die-Td ——Oe-NE-16 
LINEBACKERS a ry WT a COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
44 Bates, Trevor ur Maine Fab Ur-nd-16 
5 Freny, Jonathan i i 8 i Rutgers Fab FaMia-I 
54 Hightower, Donta (B63 2655 Nabama ib. IDE? 
8 MeCllin, Shea 18 63 250 BoeState—FALOH-1S-—_-Chi-12 
5 Ninkovic, Rob (8 62 260 Purdue Fa 05-NO-06 
52 Roberts, Eandon (8602351 Houston Débt6 Ab. NE-16 
58 Van Noy, Kye 8 63 234 BW Dat-1602-Det-14 
DEFENSIVE BACKS —_POS_HT_ WT or COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
71 Buller, Mateoln (8 5-1 190 West Alabama — FA FANE-14 
73 Chung, Patick S 5 2b i ‘Oregon FaPhitd —O2a-NE-O9 
72 Coleman, Justin OB S11 190 2 Tennessee ——PS-Sea-t8 ——FA-Min-15 
43 Ebner, Nate 0B 6-0 220 § OhinState———Db-12 Db-NE-T2 
Gilmore, Stephon CB 1 190 South Carling FA-Bul-17—_—-Bu-12 
30 Harmon, Ouro DB 6-1 05h Rutgers ab-13 Dab NE-19 
14 Jones, Cyus (8 5-10 200 1 Alabama 07-14 U2-NE-16 
31 Jones, Jonathan 0B 5-10 1901 Auburn FAs FANE-16 
34 King, Brandon OB 6-2 720-2 Auburn Fa PANES 
32 MeCoury, Devin 0B 610 1% 7 Rutgers 1-10 DW-NED 
37 Richard, Jordan OB 511 210 2 Stanfod 07-15 O2-NETB 
2% Rowe, Eric 0B 61 2052 Utah TPhitb ——_02-Phi-tB 
‘SPECIALISTS POS _HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
Alen, Ryan P62 220 LovisianaTech—FA-13 FAME 
49 Cardona, Joe Ws 63 US 2 Nay 05-15 5-NEAS 
3 Gostkowski Stephen. = K-61 715.11 Memphis Déb-04 Ddb-NEO6 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 11 Julian Edetman 80 Danny Amendola 
WR 15 Chris Hogan 19. Malcolm Mitchell 
WR __Brandin Cooks 18 Matthew Slater 
LT 77 Nate Solder 61 Marcus Cannon 
LG 62. Joe Thuney 65 Jamil Douglas 

© 60. David Andrews 78 Ted Karras 

RG 69 Shaq Mason 75 Ted Karras 

RT 61 Marcus Cannon Antonio Garcia [R] 
TE 87 Rob Gronkowski Dwayne Allen 
QB 12 Tom Brady 10 Jimmy Garoppolo 
RB Mike Gillislee 28 James White 
DEFENSE 

DE 98 Trey Flowers 92. Geneo Grissom 
DT 90 Malcom Brown 99 Vincent Valentine 
OT 97 Alan Branch Lawrence Guy 


DE Kony Ealy Derek Rivers (R) 


SLB 58 Shea McClellin 55 Jonathan Freeny 
MLB 54 Dont’a Hightower 53 Kyle Van Noy 
WLB 50 Rob Ninkovich 52 Elandon Roberts 
cB Stephon Gilmore 24 Cyrus Jones 
CB 21 Malcolm Butler 25 Eric Rowe 

FS 32 Devin McCourty 30. Duron Harmon 
SS 23 Patrick Chung 37. Jordan Richards 
SPECIALISTS 


K 3 Stephen Gostkowski KR 24 Cyrus Jones 
I 6 Ryan Allen PR 24 Cyrus Jones 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


Key apprTions €3) Kev Losses @) 

POS, PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
TE Indianapolis TE__Martelus Bennett __Green Bay 
WR Bra New Orleans DE Chris Long Philadelphia 
DE Kony Ealy Carolina LB Barkevious Mingo Indianapolis 
RB Mike Gilislee Buifalo CB Logan Ryan Tennessee 
CB Stephon ata Buffalo DE Jabal Shed Indianapolis 


SCOUTING THE PATRIOTS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP NEW ENGLAND “While Bill Belichick and 
Tom Brady get 99 percent of the credit for the Patriots’ success, you 
cannot overlook offensive line coach Dante Scarnecchia, who unretired 
last year and helped solidify a group that is underwhelming when eval- 
uated individually. It's amazing what Scarnecchia did with just an aver- 
age set of guys up front... If Brady gets protection, they win, period. .. 
The wide receivers are interchangeable and each has his own flaws, 
but with Brady, they all play well above their means, Brandin Cooks 
should be sensational in this offense. ... The Pats moved on from, 
LeGarrette Blount and signed Mike Gillislee away from Buffalo as a re- 
stricted free agent. ... Gillislee will be the physical hammer, while Rex 
Burkhead, formerly of the Bengals, is an exceptionally versatile player, 
.. Defensively, Dont'a Hightower tested the market but returned, while 
New England threw huge dollars at Bills’ cornerback Stephon Gilmore. 
Belichick sees him as a matchup hybrid to defend taller receivers and 
tight ends. ... While they flirted with trading Malcolm Butler and even 
allowed him to negotiate with the Saints, it appears he will be back. ... 
Defensive end Trey Flowers was a revelation in 2016 with seven sacks, 
and they expect Kony Ealy (Panthers) to increase his pressure produc- 
tion after they traded for him in March. ... New England did most of its 
personnel work in free agency and opted to keep Jimmy Garoppolo in 
the fold rather than trading him. The reality here is that while Brady 
will be 40 years old in August, the Pats continue to be the team to beat 
in the entire NFL, because the sum of their parts is always greater 
than the whole, that's the Belichick way.” 
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PRESIDENTIAL CONNECTION With owner 
Robert Kraft, team president Jonathan 
Kraft, coach Bill Belichick and quarter- 
back Tom Brady all outspoken friends of 
President Donald Trump, there has been 
some backlash among fans about the 
connection between the franchise and the 
administration. A total of 34 players made 
the ceremonial trip to the White House to 
celebrate the Super Bowl L! win over the 
Falcons, while almost 50 had made the visit 
in 2015 following Super Bowl XLIX. 


GRONK-LEMANIA Wrestlemania is always 
a spectacle for outlandish moments, so 
maybe Rob Gronkowsk’ is a perfect player 
for the action. In the 33rd edition this April, 
Gronkowski, a friend of wrestler Mojo 
Rawley, interfered in the Andre the Giant 
Memorial Battle Royal after Jinder Mahal 
threw a drink at him outside the ring, For 

a player coming off season-ending back 
surgery, perhaps it was not the wisest move 
by Gronkowski, but the fans of Wrestlemania 
sure enjoyed it. 


LONG-AWAITED ARRIVAL Ever since the 
prolonged battle between commissioner 
Roger Goodell and the Patriots over De- 
flategate, New England fans have thirsted 
to see him come to Foxboro so they could 
give him a piece of their mind and express 
their outrage over the whole ordeal. Chants 
of “Where is Roger?” pulsated in many a 
stadium around the region, including Fen- 
way Park during Red Sox games. The vitriol 
toward him is real, and Goodell promised to 
be at the Thursday night opener against the 
Chiefs. 

WELL COORDINATED With offensive 
coordinator Josh McDaniels and defensive 
coordinator Matt Patricia, the Pats have 

two assistants who have interviewed for 
multiple head coaching jobs in recent years. 
McDaniels is waiting for the right situation 


ATRIOTS IN THE DRAFT 


RD POS, 
Derek Rivers 


HT COLLEGE 


248 Youngstown State 


. Antonio Garcia Troy 
Deatrich Wise 6-5 Arkansas 
Conor McDermott OT 6-8 UCLA 


to New England. 


and should be picky, because his first stint 
in Denver did not work out, and a second 
failure would make things much tougher 

for him down the line. Patricia sculpted the 
number one scoring defense last year and 
is quickly becoming another hot name in the 
carousel. 


SOUTH OF THE BORDER One of the biggest 
games on the schedule for a variety of 
reasons is the Nov. 19 showdown with 

the Oakland Raiders. Yes, it will be a juicy 
matchup because the soon-to-be Las Vegas 
outfit is one of the top emerging teams in 
the league. However, most of the hype will 
center around the location, Estadio Azteca in 
Mexico City. Known for its high altitude and 
electric atmosphere for soccer matches, 

the venue will be truly unique for such a 
high-profile football game. 


BACKUP PLAN Rumors swirled around the 
draft that the Patriots would send back- 

up quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo to the 
Browns for a king’s ransom of draft picks. 
That never came to fruition, as the Patriots 
are simply too loaded for bear to relinquish 
Garoppolo with a 40-year-old Brady set to 
take the field this season. However, Garop- 
polo is a free agent after the 2017 season. 
There will be willing suitors again, The 
Pats can franchise tag him at $25 million to 
buy some time, but that's a hefty price for 
a second-stringer. Some big decisions are 
looming for Belichick and Co. 


END TO ASAD SAGA Former Patriots tight 
end Aaron Hernandez committed suicide 
just days after being acquitted of the double 
murder of Daniel de Abreu and Safiro 
Furtado, bringing an end to one of the most 
tragic tales in the sport's history. Already 
sentenced to life in prison for the homicide 
of Odin Lloyd, Hernandez seemed happy in 
court and wept as the not guilty verdict was 
read, but he could not escape his demons 
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The Pats doubled up on two positions. Derek Rivers and Antonio Garcia stipped 
into the third round but could have gone much higher. Rivers could be in the 
rotation this season, and Garcia provides valuable developmental depth be- 
hind Nate Solder and Marcus Cannon. Deatrich Wise and Conor McDermott 
most likely won't see much time this season but could become contributors 
down the line. The Patriots did not have picks in the first two rounds; their 
first-round pick went to New Orleans in the Brandin Cooks deal, and their sec- 
ond-round pick went to Carolina as part of the trade that brought Kony Ealey 


MBERS TO K 


The Patriots averaged a 
league-low .046 turnovers per 
offensive drive. 


The Patriots had the best 
average starting field position 

on defense (24.76-yard line) and 

the second-best average starting 
field position on offense (30.66- 

yard line). 


At 741, New England had the 
largest average lead while on 
offense in the NFL. 


JULIAN EDELMAN 
=r 


in: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


Rivers: AP; E 


NEW YORK 


year ago, the Jets entered the 2016 season with lofty expectations and high hopes, 
after they had won 10 games in coach Todd Bowles’ first season, They dreamed of 
making the playoffs for the first time since 2010. 

‘Things have changed drastically at the team's headquarters in Florham Park, 
NJ,, since then. The 2017 Jets are in get-younger, full-on rebuilding mode, with a roster 
majorly lacking in talent. They have almost zero shot of making the playoffs this season. 

Coming off a 5-11 disaster of a season in 2016, the Jets stripped their roster of veterans. 
‘They are starting over now. No more quick rebuild, like they attempted in 2015 and’16. 
This process is going to take a while. 

And owner Woody Johnson gets that. He hasn't put a playoff mandate on Bowles and 
general manager Mike Maccagnan in 2017. Johnson just wants to see steady improvement 
from the young Jets, with less focus on black-and-white wins and losses. 

Will this approach — building through the draft, instead of patching up their roster via 
free agency — work for the Jets in the long run? Maybe. Maybe not. But one thing is for 
sure: This season likely will be a long one for this organization, 


OFFENSE So what is 


there to play for? Well, the main focus for the Jets in 2017 will be 
on the quarterback position. The Jets didn't draft a QB, so they'te rolling with journeyman 
Josh McCown and youngsters Christian Hackenberg and Bryce Petty. This is a pro 
year for Hackenberg, whom the Jets drafted (to many raised eyebrows) in Round 2 lasi 
I about whether Hackenberg has what it takes to play in the NFL — or 
doesn't. He looked raw in the preseason last year, and then didn’t play in the regular season. 
Which was fine. But this year, he needs to take a big step forward. McCown won't be with 
the Jets past 2017, and Petty looks like a backup, ultimately. Will Hackenberg give the Jets 
a reason to look back fondly on 2017, even if they struggle to win games? 

‘The Jets are also trying to incorporate younger wide receivers, now that Brandon Mar- 
shall is playing for the Giants. Can Quincy Enunwa prove himself as a potential No. 1 
threat, rather than just a hybrid receiver/tight end? What do the Jets have in Robby An- 
derson, who flashed last year as an undrafted rookie? Eric Decker, 30, is still around, but he 
n't part of the Jets’ long-term plar 

While the Jets drafted two receivers (ArDarius Stewart and Chad Hanse: 
selected tight end Jordan Leggett to bolster a position that was nonexistent under offer 
coordinator Chan Gailey, Gailey retired, and the Jets replaced him with John Morton. 

‘The running game was re ranked 12th in the league — but Matt 
Forté averaged only 3.7 yard: 5 number since 2009. 

Offensive line is another position group where the Jets are rolling with younger players. 
‘They're giving second-year pro Brandon Shell a chance to win the right tackle job. He has 

a good shot at beating out Ben Ijalana, though Ijalana is more proven. ‘The Jets cut Nick 
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THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Todd Bowles 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 15-17 

CAREER RECORD: 17-18 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Morton 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kacy Rodgers 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Brant Boyer 
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Mike Caldwell 
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WIDE RECEIVERS: Karl Dorrell 
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OFFENSIVE LINE: Steve Marshall 
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CORNERBACKS: Daylon McCutcheon, 
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FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


Johnson, a fourth-year pro. Big shoes to fill 


Mangold;and gave the center jobito We 
2017 SCHEDULE 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


there for Johnson. 
2016 | Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
DEFENSE While Mangold and Marshall Date Opponent Record] Offense Defense Offense | Defense 
were cut on offense, the Jets also r Sept. 10 at Buffalo 7-9 | 354.1 (16)| 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (tot) | 23.3 (16) 
once-elite cornerback Darrelle Revis, who EG MIMEQCETELE] 12-4 | 373.3 (6)] 375.1 (26) | 26.0 [71] 24.1. (20) 
was a mess last season —as was the Jets’sec- [EE MEAMME 10-6 | 392.8 (24)} 382.6 (29) | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) 
ondary as a whole, Oct. 1 Jacksonville 3-13 | 334.9 {23)| 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
"The Jets didnt make a big-splash comer-  LSMMEMEMCCNEEND 1-15 | 311.0 (30)} 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) 
back pickup in free agency or the draft. They SaEMoMen oud 14-2| 386.3 (4) 326.4 (8)| 27.6 (3)] 15.6 (1) 
signed the oft-injured Morris Claiborne and JM Miami 10-6 | 332.8 (24)} 382.6 (29) | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) 
dhafted two corners in Round 6. But they Gees 11-5 | 415.8 (2}] 371.2 (25) | 33.8. (1) | 25.4 (27) 
Bicrhaited theltnateey positions as cae Nov. 2 Buffalo (Thu.] 7-9 | 354.1 (16}] 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (10H) | 23.3 (14) 
: e1UOney aa A Nov. 12_ at Tampa Bay 9-7| 346.4 ; f 1 
Pryor and Marcus Gilchrist — both inef- [iia ampa Bay SESE ARON EUG eT, 
fective — will be replaced by Jamal Adams RSEY Meteo 6-10 | 343.7 (19]] 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
(Round 1 pick) and Marcus Maye (Round [DPR eneeeoy 12-4 | 343.0 (20]| 368.5 (24) | 24.3 (13)] 19.4 (7) 
2 pick). : Dec. 10 at Denver 9-7| 323.1 (27)| 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) 18.6 (4) 
For now, the Jets will do what they can at | DERARVPYa Grgeg ern 7-9| 426.0 (1)| 375.4 (27) | 29.3 (2) | 28.4 (31) 
corner with Claiborne, Buster Skrine (who PENA 5-11 | 356.8 (141) 347.1 (16) | 25.6 (91 | 26.4 (29) 
is better suited in the slot) and Marcus Wil-  [EESaEINETD Gtenrient) 14-2 | 386.3 (4)] 326.4 (8) | 27.6 (3)| 15.6 (1) 
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e Schwan 


Cincinnati 


at Buffalo 37-31 
at Kansas City 3-24 
Seattle W-2 
at Pittsburgh 13-31 
at Arizona 3-28 
Baltimore 26-16 
at Cleveland 31-28 
at Miami 23-27 
LA. Rams 6-9 
New England 17-22 
Indianapolis 10-41 
at San Francisco (ot) B17 
Miami 13-34 
at New England 3-41 
Buffalo 30-10 


PASSING T0_INT 


Ryan Fitzpatrick uu 
Bryce Petty 37 
RUSHING 
Matt Forté 


Bilal Powell 
Ryan Fitzpatrick 
RECEIVING 


Brandon Marshall 
Bilal Powell 
Quincy Enunwa 
Robby Anderson 
Matt Forté 


KICKING: Nick Folk, 27-31 FGs, 24-26 PAT, 105 points, 
TACKLES: David Harris, 95; Darron Lee, 73 

‘SACKS; Leonard Williams, 7.0; Muhammad 
Wilkerson, 4.6 

INTERCEPTIONS: Marcus Williams, 2; Marcus 
Gilchrist, 2 


2016 SIAIS 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 39226 13 
Rushing 26 12 7 
Passing 166 7 13 
Scoring 2 1b 
Third Down % 3620 7 14 
Punt Returns 55 T3115 
Kick Returns 2918 8 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 3424 11 6 
Rushing 8 11 § 
Passing 263.617 10 
Scoring Bo 2B 1h 
Interceptions 8 129 14 
Sacks a) 14 


Tuover Differential -20. 131 1b 


LEONARD WILLIAMS 


liams. An intriguing player to watch is Juston Burris, a fourth-round pick last year. The 
Jets coaches like his potential as a press man-to-man coverage corner. Can he carve out 
a role for himself in this rebuilding secondary? 

Up front on defense, this is a huge year for defensive end Muhammad Wilkerson, 
who got a big contract from the Jets last offseason and then didn't deliver — perhaps 
partly due to his recovery from a broken leg sustained late in the 2015 season, Wilkerson 
had just 4.5 sacks last season after racking up 12 in 2015. The Jets could cut him after 
2017 if he struggles again. The move would free up $11 million in salary cap space for 
2018, with $9 million in dead money attached. Wilkerson is due to have a $20 million 
cap figure ason. In 2017, will he prove to be worth that? 

At linebacker, this could be the year that the Jets transition Darron Lee (last year’s 
first-round pick) to be middle linebacker David Harris’ replacement. Harris, who has 
been the Jets’ middle linebacker since 2007, is entering the final year of his contract. Is 
Lee capable of playing middle linebacker? That's another storyline the Jets hope to sort 
out this year, Ha +r running backs in the open field like he used to. Lee is 
more athletic able in mid-range coverage — but is he bulky enough to 
hold up as a middle linebacker, while sticking his nose in and defending the run? 


SPECIALISTS It scemed unlikely going into ason, but th 
worse on special teams in 2016 than they were in 2015. The Jets fi 
31st in Football Outsiders’ special teams DVOA ratings, compared to 25th in 2015. 
Bowles opted not to fire special teams coordinator Brant Boyer, who debuted last season. 
But it’s past time for the Jets to get more from their special teams. 

‘The Jets cut kicker Nick Folk and replaced him with Chandler Catanzaro, which was 
a curious move, considering Catanzaro made just 75 percent of his field goals last season 
in Atizona — tied for second worst in the NFL. Folk was eighth (87.1). But Catan: 
is cheaper. The team needs more from Lachlan Edwards, a rookie punter last season. He 
finished last in the NFL in net yards per punt (37.3). 

Since inconsistent return man Jalin Marshall is suspended four games for PEDs, the 
Jets need to figure out that spot. It’s a total mystery right now. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Would six or seven wins be enough for Bowles to return in 2018? 
Maybe. One thing he needs to avoid — the discipline and chemistry issues that plagued 
the Jets in 2016. If they win five games again (or fewer), it’s tough to imagine Johnson 
would retain Bowles, but whatever happens, Bowles has to keep this locker room to- 
gether. 
Sed though Johnson isn’t tying the success of this season to wins and losses, there has 
to be some kind of measurable progress, even as the team gets younger and attempts to 
build for sustained success — albeit while absorbing some short-term struggles. 

What will Johnson do with Maccagnan? Some of that probably depends on what 
Hackenberg shows in 2017. Maccagnan’s reputation with the Jets is very much tied to 
the Hackenberg pick. But ultimately, Johnson probably will have more patience with 
Maccagnan — even after a crummy 2017 season — than he will have with Bowles. 

If Hackenberg shows some signs of progress in 2017, even if the Jets stumble to a 
bunch of losses, then that would be a big positive for this organization to take from the 
season. Maybe it’s too soon to ask Hackenberg to take that kind of leap forward. But 
that's how things work — at least for quarterbacks — in today’s ever-impatient NFL. 


Jets were actually 
ished 2016 ranked 
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2017 \ETERAN JETS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT WT _EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
5 Hackenberg, Christian OB 64 228 1 Penn State 02-16 O2-NY-16 
1 MeCown, Josh 8 6-4 218 14 SamHoustonSt. FA-Cle17—O-A-02 
4 Paty, Bryce 0B 63 280-2 Baylor 04-15 DANS 
RUNNING BACKS POS_HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
71 Fat, Matt RB 62 718 9 Tolone FAChi6 —O2-Ch-O8 
13 Howsare, Julian FB 63 BS 1 Clarion FAT PANU 
33 Mortis, Romar RB 5-10 190 1 North Caroling FA-16 FANYS-16- 
19 Powell, Bilal RB 5-10 204 6 Lovisvitle 4-11 D4-NYSTT 
34 Wilds, Brandon RB 6-2 220 1 South Carolina FA-16 FAAL-16 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT_ EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
11 Anderson, Robby WR 6-3 190 Temple FA FANE 
‘84 Bowman, Braedon TE 6-4 246 = 1 South Alabama = W-Jac-16 FATb 
87 Decker, Eric WR 6-3 214 7 Minnesota FADen-14 ‘03b-Den-10 
81 Enunwa, Quincy WR 62 225 2 — Nebraska Dbb-14 ‘Dbb-NYJ-14 
4 Fon, Deshon WR 540° 177 1 Comectiut «FAL? FaSea-15 
14 Nammond fronkio = WR 6:1 18k 2 Floida Fal? FAKE 
9 Marsal, Jain WR 5:10 700 1 OhiaState ——FAL16 PANU 
10 Patton, Quinton WR 6-0 206 4 Louisiana Tech FASF-17——DhaSF-19 
2 Parker, Brian Te 64 18 1 Albany fA? PACACSIG 
17 Peake Chaone WR 6-2 2091 Clemson Ofte OM NYL-14 
10 Ross, Jeremy WR 60 16 5 Califia FAdak-1b FANE 
4 Selern-Jenkns, Austin TE 6-5 242 9 Washington = W-TB-16-—O2-TB-14 
19 Smith, Devin WR 6-1 19 2 OhinStole 02-15, DONS 
5 Vander Laan, Jason TE 6-4 2h 1 FeisStale = FAS FAANH-16 
10 White, Myles WR 6-019 3 Lovisiana Tech FA-16 FAGB-13 
42 Adams, Jeff T 67 a0 2 Columbia fal FArDal-12 
Balduec, Alex Oo os 10 ‘regan WSFIT  FASFI6 
8 Beachum, Kevin T 64 36 5 SMU FAeloc-1?—O74-Pt-12 
77 Carpenter, James 6 65 3) 6 Alabama FASeoS —DI-Sea-11 
7 Dovey, Dakota G64 393 Furman he: Dle-NYI-14 
78 WarisonJonotthan = C6430 3 Frida FAelnd-17—Ftnd-14 
7 alana, Ben T 66 3226 Villanova Weinds13—O2Indt 
16 Johnson, Wesley OG 65 73 ‘Vanderit WPI DPitT4 
79 vale, Brent OL 67 352 Nebraska tah Tadd 
72 Shel, Brandon T 6 324 1 South Carona 05-16 DoNY-16 
44 Watts, Cag G63 85 1 West Texas ARM FAIS FLAC 
67 Winters, Brian G4 3204 Kent tate 313 OBA 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
9 Jenkins, avis OL 6-4 3006 Clemson FAChi-6 —-D2-Was-11 
99 McLendon, Steve O 63 N07 Ty FAIS FAPILOP 
4 Pelon, Cae OL 64 3001 USC fab FaN-16 
98 Pennel Mike OT 6-4 $329 Colorado t-PuebloW68-17—FA-GB-14 
9 Richardson Shelon OL 6-394 A issou DNbs13 Ib. NWI-18 
98 Simon, Deon OL 6-4 3321 Northwestem st. 07:18, OF-N-15 
7 Thomas, Lawrence DL 6-3 78 1 Michigan State FA-16 TANG 
96 Wilkerson, Muhammad DL 6-4 3156 Temple ot OL 
92 Wiliams, Leonard OL 65 a2 2 Use 1-15 DENIS 
57 Beli, Fank Ub 6-2 2b 1 Towson Fal FASD-13 
54 Bishop, Freddie U8 6-3 285 1 Westem Michigan FA-15 Fae 
54 Carter, Bruce (8 6-2 7406 North Carolina FATBS6——D2-0al-1 
52 Harris, David 1B 6-2 250) 10 Michigan 02-07 O2-NY)-07 
48 Jenkins, Jordan 1B 6-3-2591 Georgia 03-16 D316 
50 Lee, Daron (8 61 182 1 OhiState = DI-I6 OLW-I6 
44 Lemans, Carey (8 6-3 185 4 Abu Fath 03.5F-13 
98 Matin, Josh (8 6-3 254 Columbia Fats FAKC-14 
56 Mauldin Lovemo U8 bh 89 2 Lovie 03-15 DB. 15 
51 Stanford, Julian (6-1 704 Wagner faa? Flac-I2 


DEFENSIVEBACKS POS HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY. 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


WR 87 Eric Decker 18 ArDarius Stewart (R] 
WR 81 Quincy Enunwa 17 Charone Peake 
WR 11 Robby Anderson 6 Chad Hansen (R} 
LT 68 Kelvin Beachum 71 Ben |jalana 

LG 77 James Carpenter 79 ‘Brent Qvale 

c 76 Wesley Johnson 78 Jonotthan Harrison 
RG 67 Brian Winters 70 Dakota Dozier 

RT 71 Ben Ijalana 72 Brandon Shell 

TE 88 Austin Seferian-Jenkins 49 Jordan Leggett (R} 
QB 15 Josh McCown 5 Christian Hackenberg 
RB 22 Matt Forté 29 Bilal Powell 
DEFENSE 

DE 96 Muhammad Wilkerson 92 Leonard Williams 
DT 99 Steve McLendon 93 Deon Simon 

DE 91 Sheldon Richardson 97 Lawrence Thomas 
OLB 48 Jordan Jenkins 95 Josh Martin 

MLB 52. David Harris 51 Julian Stanford 
ILB 50 Darron Lee 51. Julian Stanford 
OLB 55 Lorenzo Mauldin 44 Corey Lemonier 
CB 39 Morris Claiborne 20 Marcus Williams. 
CB 41 Buster Skrine 32. Juston Burris 

SS 33 Jamal Adams (R} 25 Calvin Pryor 

FS 26 Marcus Maye (R} 45 Rontez Miles 
SPECIALISTS 

K 7 Chandler Catanzaro KR 89 Jalin Marshall 

P 4 Lachlan Edwards PR 89 Jalin Marshall 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


ey anpiTions @ ey Losses @ 

POS, PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 

UT Kelvin Beachu Jacksonville K__Nick Folk Tampa Bay 

K Chandler Catanzaro ana Nick Mangold FreeAgent 

CB__Morris Claiborne Dallas WR Brandon Marshall NY. Giants 
Cleveland CB Darrelle Revis 


SCOUTING THE JETS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP NEW YORK “The Jets took a big step 
backward last offseason, and it was not unexpected that they struggled 
in 2016, And it appears that more of the same is in store for 2017 
because of their lack of playmaking talent at all of the offensive skill 
positions. They simply don’t have a single player that must be game- 
planned for by the defense, and the offensive line is not much better: .. 
Josh McCown was signed as this year's bridge after Ryan Fitzpatrick 
flopped in his encore performance. ... But who is he ‘bridging’ to? 

It’s Christian Hackenberg and Bryce Petty for now. Hackenberg gets 
crushed by internal leaks that say he is not committed and is in no 
position to be successful as a pro quarterback. ... Defensively, the line 
still has top-flight talent, but the game has changed, so without a domi- 
nant edge pass rusher, their linebackers and defensive backs were 
exposed all season long. ... David Harris has had a remarkable career 
with 1,087 tackles during his 10 seasons, and Darron Lee showed signs 
of becoming an accomplished three-down linebacker as a rookie. ... 
Darrelle Revis was released in March after his play sank to an embar- 
rassing low. ... Once again, as was the story in 2015 with the selection 
of Leonard Williams at pick No. 6, arguably the best defensive player 

in the draft fell in their laps in the form of LSU safety Jamal Adams. 
Surprisingly, the Jets went safety again in the second round with the 
selection of Florida's Marcus Maye. ... | don’t know how they survive at 
cornerback with no outside pass rush. ... Even kicker Nick Folk was cut 
in this roster reset. ... The Jets were [tied for] 31st in turnover margin 
at minus-20 last year, so to compete at all, that number must be cut 

in half, ... Regardless, this team will be in the quarterback market for 
2018 and could be at the top of the draft.” 


‘32 Burrs, Juston CB 6-0 2121 NCStale Db-16 DANI 
39 Claiborne, Mortis CB ol 2 6 ISU FADal-t7—O1-Dal-12 
7 Keeton, Bryson CB 6-2 190 1 Montana State FA-16 FAN T6 
42 Martin, Ronald S 62 Mm 2 Is WeSea-tS—— FASea-16, 
23 McDougle, Dexter CB S10 198 9 Maryland D314 ONG 
36 Middleton, Doug S 6-0 210 1 Appalachian State. FA-16 FANU-16 
45 Miles, Rontez S 6-0 203-2 California (PA) Fat FANT 
38 Ojo, John CB be} 2051 Florida ARM FAT FANT 
2 Pryor, Calvin S Sl 27 3 Louisville I-14 OL-NYI-14 
27 Roberts, Daryl CB 6-0 1822 Marshall WANE-T6 —O7-NE-TB 
4) Skrine, Buster CB 5-9 185 6 Chattanooga = FA-Cle-15——DGa-Cle-11 
20 Wiliams, Marcus CBHI) 196 3 North DakotaSt.FA-14 FA-Hou-14 
‘SPECIALISTS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY. 
7 Catanzaro, Chandler K 63 70 3 Clemson FhcAN-TT il 
4 Edwards, Lachlan P 6-4 109 1 SamHouston St. 7a-16 O7a-NVI-16 
1 Martin, Ross K 59 189-1 Duke Fb FALNLUAI6 
46 Purdum, Tanner 18 63) 20 7 Baker FAO FA-KC-09 
47 Trine, Zach AS 6-3 2451 Assumption = FAT FANYJAI7 
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Adams: Harrison McClary/Athton Sports; Enunwa: Gary Hershorn 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


EATING CLEAN Matt Forté, the Jets 
31-year-old running back, is so health 
conscious that he not only avoids carbs, but 
he also consumes liquefied phytoplankton, 
in order to combat inflammation. Forté com- 
pares his body to a racecar, saying, “You're 
ot going to put oil in the gas tank when you 
want it to run at top speed. You're going to 
put the high-performance fuel in it.” 


LONG ROUTE Rookie outside linebacker 
Dylan Donahue took a circuitous route to 
the Jets. Before starring at Division Il West 
Georgia, he spent two years at a California 
junior college. And before that, he spent 

a semester out of college — and feeling 
miserable and cold while helping with his 
dad's roofing business in Montana. “| was 
just hating my life,” he says. He had failed 
out of Montana Western, an NAIA school. 
That's when he went back home and worked 
on roofs — an experience that pushed him to 
try football again, at the junior college level. 


PREACHING FITNESS Cornerback Buster 
Skrine spent part of his offseason teaching 
high-intensity aerobics classes in New York 
City. Skrine lives just across the Hudson 
River in New Jersey. But there was a greater 
purpose to Skrine’s aerobics lessons. The 
classes raised money for charities. One of 
them was Skrine’s foundation, Path Men- 
torship, which aims to assist single mothers 
and needy children. 

FOOTBALL BLOOD Safety Jamal Adams, 
whom the Jets drafted sixth overall, is the 
son of former Giants running back George 
‘Adams. George won a Super Bowl ring with 


JETS IN THE 


1. Jamal Adams 

2._ Marcus Maye Ss 60 

3._ArDarius Stewart WR 5-11 204 Alabama 
4, Chad Hansen WR 6-2 202 California 
5._Jordan Leggett TE 6-5 258 Clemson 
5,_ Dylan Donahue OLB 6-3 248 West Georgia 
6._ Elijah McGuire RB 5-10 214 __Louisiana-Lafayette 
6._Jeremy Clark CB. 6-3 220 Michigan 
6._Derrick Jones CB 6-2 _—*188 Ole Miss 


the Giants in 1986, even though a hip injury 
sidelined him that season and shortened 

his career. When he was a little kid, Jamal 
loved trying on George's Super Bowl ring. 
“Pops, one day I'll get one,” he'd tell his dad. 
The Jets sure hope so. They have played 

in the Super Bowl just once, after the 1968 
season, They famously won the game, as 
Joe Namath guaranteed they would. 
FAMOUS GIRLFRIEND You probably haven't 
heard of running back Brandon Wilds. 

He landed on the Jets’ practice squad in 
September after going undrafted and had 10 
carries in four games. But you've perhaps 
heard of his girlfriend — pop singer Christina 
Milian, whose real name is Christine Flores. 
Wilds is 23 — 12 years younger than Milian. 


SPEAKING OF TUNES Wilds isn't the only 
Jets player whose better half can carry 

a tune. Jets wide receiver Eric Decker is 
married to country-pop singer Jessie James 
Decker. The couple has even recorded a 
duet of the Christmas song “Baby, It's Cold 
Outside.” Decker jokes that he got a lot of 
help from post-production editing to make 
his voice sound better. 

CUBS CONNECTION Wide receiver Jalin 
Marshall has an interesting connection 

to the Cubs team that finally broke that 
infamous World Series drought last year. 
Marshall played football with Cubs star 
Kyle Schwarber at Middletown (Ohio) High 
School. Schwarber, who played linebacker, 
was a two-sport star in high school, before 
focusing on baseball. “He was a bad man,” 
Marshall told the Associated Press. 


The Jets certainly addressed their safety issue in this draft. Can Jamal Adams 
and Marcus Maye transform a struggling secondary? Back-to-back wide receiv- 
ers in Rounds 3 and 4 make sense because Devin Smith (a second-round pick in 
2015] tore his ACL during offseason workouts. So the Jets need to reload at that 
position, because Eric Decker isn’t getting any younger. Chad Hansen caught 
92 passes in a breakout junior season for Cal — after catching only 19 the year 
before. The Jets had to pick a tight end in this draft. The position is barren for 
them, outside of [maybe] Austin Seferian-Jenkins. Jordan Leggett made a bunch 
of big plays for Clemson. No high-profile cornerback for the Jets in this draft. 
It'll be interesting to see what Dylan Donahue and/or Elijah McGuire can contrib- 
ute on special teams. Maybe Donahue can chip in as an edge rusher. The Jets’ 
edge-rushing production has been pathetic in recent years. 


ERS T0 KNOW 


The jets ranked last in the NFL 
in defensive Adjusted Sack Rate, 
sacking opposing quarterbacks 
on just 4.1 percent of their pass 
snaps. 


New York averaged just 3.7 points 
per red zone appearance, worst 
in the NFL. 


The jets created a turnover on 
just 755 percent of defensive 
drives, the fourth-worst rate in 
the NFL. 
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hen Ravens owner Steve Bisciotti spoke to reporters shortly after a disappoint- 
ing 2016 season ended, he backed longtime general manager Ozzie Newsome, 
head coach John Harbaugh and franchise quarterback Joe Flacco. 

But Bisciotti noted: “The pitchforks are out. They know it.” 

Since winning Super Bowl XLVI, the Ravens are 31-33 in the regular season and have 
missed the playoffs three of the last four years. The stretch has been uncharacteristic for an 
organization regarded as one of the best in the NFL. Newsome remains one of the league's 
most well-respected decision makers, and Flacco’s contract suggests that he’s probably not 
going anywhere for a few more years. Bisciotti declines to say it's playofts-or-bust for Har- 
baugh, but the heat is on the coach as he begins his 10th season. 

‘The defense looks strong, and the Ravens annually have one of the league's best special 
teams units. The team and perhaps Harbaugh’s fate are tied to the play of Flacco, who is 
coming off arguably the worst season of his career. 


OFFENSE ‘The Ravens’ front office vowed to get Flacco help this offseason. Yet they didn't 
sign or draft a top receiver to replace the retiring Steve Smith Sr., and they did little to solid- 
ify an offensive line that no longer has starting center Jeremy Zuttah and right tackle Rick 
Wagner. Through the first two months of free agency, the Ravens’ only offensive addition 
was veteran running back Danny Woodhead, who is essentially a replacement for versatile 
fullback Kyle Juszczyk. 

One of the lowest-ranked passers in the league last year, Flacco should at least be healthy 
again. He rushed back from the torn left ACL and MCL he suffered in November 2015 and 
was on the field for the first day of training camp last July. However, Flacco never looked 
completely comfortable, and the lack of chemistry with several of his pass catchers was 
evident throughout the season. 

The Ravens have challenged Flacco to improve his pocket presence and footwork and 
to go through his reads more rather than being content to dump balls off to running backs 
and tight ends. He’ll need better protection from an offensive line that is unsettled beyond 
left tackle Ronnie Stanley and right guard Marshal Yanda. Second-year pro Alex Lewis is 
better suited for left guard, but the Ravens may move him to right tackle out of necessity. 
John Urschel and Ryan Jensen will compete for the center job. 

Mike Wallace, Breshad Perriman and Chris Moore provide plenty of outside speed, but 
it's up to the strong-armed Flacco to rediscover his touch on the deep ball and get in sync 
with his receivers, Flacco and Perriman had frequent miscommunications last year, and that 
has to change if the 2015 first-round receiver is going to fulfill his potential. 

‘The emergence of a complementary target who will work the middle of the field and 
make contested catches is a necessity. The Ravens have a cadre of tight ends, led by veterans 
Dennis Pitta, Benjamin Watson and Crockett Gillmore. Darren Waller, though, is their 
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E ORGANIZATION 


OWNER: Stephen Bisciotti 
PRESIDENT: Richard W. Cass 

GENERAL MANAGERIEXEC. VP: Ozzie Newsome 
ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER: Eric DeCosta 

SENIOR VP OF FOOTBALL ADMIN.: Pat Moriarty 


STADIUM: M&T Bank Stadium (71,008) 
SURFACE: Tifway 419 Bermuda Grass 
WEBSITE: www.baltimoreravens.com 


TICKETS: 1-800-551-7328 
TRAINING CAMP: Baltimore Ravens Training 
Facility [Owings Mills, Md.) 


THECOACHES 


HEAD COACH: John Harbaugh 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 85-59 

CAREER RECORD: 85-59 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Marty Mornhinweg 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dean Pees 
ASSOCIATE HEAD COACH/SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: 
Jerry Rosburg 

SENIOR OFFENSIVE ASSISTANT/TIGHT ENDS: 

Greg Roman 

RUNNING BACKS: Thomas Hammock 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Bobby Engram, 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Joe D’Alessandris 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Joe Cullen 

LUNEBACKERS: Don Martindale 

SECONDARY: Chris Hewitt 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Mike Macdonald 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


only tight end with the speed to stretch the 
2017 SCHEDULE 


field. 
‘The Ravens ran the ball the third-fewest 

times in the NFL last year, and they know face 
that asking Flacco to carry the offense isn't 
a winning formula. Harbaugh has promised 
a greater commitment to the running game, 
but that’s not been offensive coordinator 
Marty Mornhinweg’s trademark as a play 
caller. Terrance West, Kenneth Dixon — 
who is suspended for the first four games — 
and Woodhead are all capable backs. The Ra- 
vens will have to grind it out, because none is 
a home run threat. 


DEFENSE Sick of watching a once-vaunt- 
ed defense give up late scoring drives, New- 
some went all in rebuilding this group. He 
signed defensive backs Tony Jefferson and 
Brandon Carr in free agency and retained 
run stuffer Brandon Williams. He then went 


at Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
vs. Jacksonville (London) EE) 
Pittsburgh 

8 at Oakland 

& Chicago 
at Minnesota 
Miami (Thu.! 
at Tennessee 


at Green Bay 
Houston (Mon,] 
Detroit 


Cincinnati 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 

Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
356.9 (13]] 350.8 (17] | 20.3 (24) | 19.7 (8) 
311.0 (30) | 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) 
334.9 [23]| 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
372.6 (7)| 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (10t} | 20.4 (10) 
373.3 (6)| 375.1 (26) | 26.0 (7) | 24.1 (20) 
356.5 (15) | 346.8 [15] | 17.4 (28t] | 24.9 (24) 
315.1 (28)] 314.9 (3) | 20.4 (23) | 19.2 (6) 
332.8 (24) | 382.6 (29) | 22.7 [17] | 23.8 (18) 
358.0 (11}} 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) 
368.8 (8}} 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
314.7 (29}} 301.3 (1) | 17.4 (28t) | 20.5 (11) 
338.8 [21]} 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) = 
372.6 (7) | 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (10t) | 20.4 (10) = 
311.0 (30]} 392.4 (31) | 16.5 [31] | 28.3 (30) & 
364.4 (10]] 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (8) | 24.5 (22) ui 
356.9 (13]] 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7_ (8) = 
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Sept. 11 BRITE) 13-7 

Sinealig at Cleveland 25-20 

Kiera at Jacksonville 19-17 

Oct, 2 Oakland 27-28 

(iene Washington 10-16 

reat at NY. Giants 23-21 

iersie at NY. Jets 16-24 

iat Pittsburgh 2-14 

Tlie Cleveland 28-7 ‘ 

Nov. 20 BETUAITERS 7-0 a A 4 
Nov. 27 TET 19-14 DENNIS PITTA \ 2 a " = 


38-6 —; a 
23.3) defense with his first four draft picks, grabbing a physically gifted comerback (Marlon 


771, Elumphrey), two explosive pass rushers (Tyus Bowser and Tim Williams) and a two-way 

: defensive end (Chris Wormley’ 

y 

aa On paper, the Ravens are as deep on defense as they've been in years. Defensive coordi- 

10-27 nator Dean Pees insists he wants to be more aggressive, but he’s felt hamstrung in recent 
seasons by a spotty pass rush and an injury-prone and unreliable secondary. 

‘The Ravens now have four cornerbacks they feel comfortable with as star 
Smith is their top cover man, but he needs to stay healthy. His absence in recent seasons has 
resulted in poor play by the secondary, His durability issues are why the Ravens added Carr, 
who has never missed a game in his career, and drafted Humphrey, who wont be forced 
on the field immediately, Slot man Tavon Young had a strong rookie season. At safety, the 
addition of the hard-hitting Jefferson will allow Eric Weddle to do what he does best — 
freelance and read quarterbacks. 

For the Raven! ys starts defensively with stopping the run, and that should be a 
strength once s g starting linemen Timmy Jernigan and Lawrence Guy 
as well as 2016 leading tackler Zachary Orr. They still have middle linebacker C.J. Mosley, 
who has recorded 342 tackles in his three 

Wormley, Brent Urban and Bronson Kaufasi will compete to replace Guy, and the Ra- 
vens will rotate a host of linemen, including Michael Pierce, Carl Davis and Willie Henry, 
at Jernigan’s spot. Youth up front could be an issue, but depth wont be. 

Tt bears watching how Pees employs his cast of edge rushers. At the very least, ‘Terrell 
Suggs, the defensive leader and the team’s best edge setter against the run, should see a re~ 
duction in snaps. 
UCKING: Justin Tucker, 38-89 Fs, 27-27 AT, 141 points. spot. Williams s rusher as he is limited in playing the run. 
TAOKLES: Zach Or, 192; Mosley, 92 ‘The Ravens’ primary questions defensively are whether Kamalei Correa is an adequate 


SACKS: Terrell Suggs, 8.0; Timmy Jernigan, 5.0 replacement for the retired Orr and whether they can stay healthy. 
INTERCEPTIONS: C.J. Mosley, 4; Eric Weddle, 4 - . 


Dec.4 VEIT 

iva yam at New England 
(iain Philadelphia 
aii at Pittsburgh 
rales at Cincinnati 


Joe Flacco 
RUSHING 

Terrance West 
Kenneth Dixon 


RECEIVING 


Dennis Pitta 
Mike Wallace 
Steve Smith 

Kyle Juszezyk 
Terrance West 
Breshad Perriman 
Kenneth Dixon 


SPECIALISTS A two-time Pro Bowl selection, kicker Justin Tucker is always looking for 
ways to get better. But it will be close to impossible for him to improve on h 


Tucker made 38-of-39 field goals, and his one miss was blocked. His one issue ha 
2016 STAT long field goals — he made only 8-of-19 attempts from 50 yards or more in 2014-15 — but 
he was 10-of-10 from 50-plus in 2016, The Ravens believe they're in Tucker's range as soon 


Team Offense Stat__NFLRank AFC Rank as they cross the 50-yard line. They also believe that they have one of the best kicking tan~ 
Total Sa Tae) dems in the league with Tucker and punter Sam Koch. Koch doesn't put up gaudy numbers, 
Rushing Ns 8 1 but he’s traditionally one of the leaders in pinning teams inside the 20, and his wide array of 
Passing 2 1 6 directional kicks helps neutralize return games. 

Scoring Me 10 ‘The Ravens got very little from their return game last year, with the Devin Hester exper- 
Third Down % 9 4 iment falling flat. Wide receiver Michael Campanaro took over on punt returns late in the 
Punt Returns Aes year and provided some juice by averaging 12.6 yards per return, He’s the favorite to be the 
Kick Returns ni 7 primary punt returner, and the Ravens likely will have an open preseason audition to handle 
eam Defense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank kickoff returns. The primary candidates are Moore and Dixon. 

Total i ie FINAL ANALYSIS The Ravens will have a decidedly different look with as many as 10 
Rushing 84 6 3 new starters. But will they actually be better? Newsome and company seemingly turned 
Passing 3289 6 back the clock with their offseason game plan, hoping that an improved defense and the 
Scoring Ai a right leg of Tucker will help the team get back to the postseason. The formula has worked 
Interceptions Jo Tt before. However, this isn't 2000. It’s a scoring league, and the Ravens can’t match the offen- 
Sacks TK sive firepower of the AFC favorites like New England and Pittsburgh. They have enough 
Tumover Differential +5 19 Th talent to contend for a postseason berth, but they're going to need Flacco to up his game 


and lift an ordinary offensive supporting cast to make a run. 
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W. E. Smith il 


2017 \ETERAN RAVENS ROSTE 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
§ Flacco, Joe OB 6-6 25 «= 9 (Delaware 01-08 01-Bal-08 
15 Mallett, Ryan 0B 6-6 2506 kansas Fab D-NE-11 
2 Vaughan, Dustin 0B 6-5 (2200 2 West Texas ARM FA-16 FacDal-td 
RUNNING BACKS POS HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
37 Allen, Javorus Reo G0 7222 USC Dib-15 Dtb-Bal-15 
230. Dixon, Keaneth RB 5-10 212 1 Lovisiana Tech ——Dhe-16 Dho-Bal-16 
43 Houston, Stephen RB 0 725 1 Indiana FANG FALNE-(A 
‘4 Taliatero, Lorengo RB 6-0 225 3 Coastal Carolina Ddb-14 Ddb-Bal-14 
28 West, Terrance AG 5-10 225 3 Towson Fat D3-Cla-14 
39 Woodhead, Danny RB 5-8 200 9 Chadron State FA-NE-T3—FALNYJ-08 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
85 Bell, Kenny WR 6-1 1972 Nebraska FAl6 15-18-15 
6 Boyle, Nick THRO 6-4 260 2 Delaware DSa-16 Dba-Bal-16 
12 Campanaro, Michael = WR 5-7 1913 Wake Forest «7-14 Dy-Bal-14 
80 Gilmore, Crockett TE 6-6 260 3 Colorado State 3-14 D3b-Bal-14 
13 Matthews, Chris WR 6-5 228 3 Kentucky Fat FacCle-11 
10 Moore, Chis: WR 6-1 2001 Cincinnati Dib-16 Dib-Bal-16 
11 Perriman, Beshad WR 6-2 215 2 UGE 01-15 DI-Bal-15 
8 Pitta, Dennis TE 64 28 7 BW 4-10 Dé-Gal-10 
81 Reynolds, Keenan WR 510 190 1 Naw Oba-t6 Dba-Bal-16 
17 Wallace, Mike WR 60 205 8 OleMiss Fath D3b-Pit-09 
46 Waller, Darren TE 6-6 255 2 Georgia Tech 6-18 Dé-bal-15 
82 Watson, Benjamin TE 63 251 13 Goomgia FANOG ——DI-NE-DA 
87 Wiliams, Mave TE 6-4 257 2 Minnesota O25 Da-Bal-16 
{61 Broxton, Jarlt 6 6d 31 Baylor Facl6 FasBal-16 
74 Hurst, James T 65 32 North Carolina FAIA FA-Bal-14 
(66 Jensen, Ryan GIC 6-4 ©3103 Colorado $t,-Pueblo Déb-13 Déb-Bal-13 
12 Lewis, Nex GA 6-6 3181 Nebraska Die-I6 Déc-Bal-16 
67 Nembot, Stephane T 66 920 1 Colorado Fats FA-Bal-16 
63, Pughsley, Jarrod G bh 8 2 Akon Fue FasDal-t4 
(68 Shura, Matt Cbd 9051 Duke Fits Fa-Bal-16 
19 Stanley, Ronnie T 66 320-1 NotieDame I-16 Di-Bal-16 
(64 Ursehel, John GC 6-3 3003 —Penn State 15-14 DSBal-14 
77 Wesley, De ndre GN 66 32% 2B FAIS FA-BaL-15, 
73 Yanda, Marshal GA 6-3 30510 tow ab-07 3b-Bal-07 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 


9% Davis, Cart Dr 65 aa 2 awa O15 D3-Bal-15 
69 Henry, Wit DF 63 3001 Michigan 4-16 Did-Bal-16 
92 Kaulus, Bronson DE 66 2851 BU 03-16 D3-Bal-16 
96 Lewis-Moore, Kapron DE 6-4 315 4 Notre Dame ba-13 O6a-Bal-13 
97 Pierce, Michael OT 6-0 399 1 Samford Fath FABal-16 
6 Urban, Brent DE 6-7 30 3 Virginia até Dia-Bal-14 
98 Wiliams, Brandon DT 6-1 404 Missouri Southern. 03-13 D3-Bal-13 
LINEBACKERS POS _HT_WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
45 Beye, Brennen OLB 6-4 2561 Michigan fb FABal-8, 
51 Conea, Kamalei 1B 6-3 250 1 Boise State 2-16 O2-Bal 
99 Judon, Matthew O18 6-3 275 1 Grand ValleySt. 5-16 
47 Lokombo, Boseko 1B 6-3 240-1 Oregon fA FABal-17 
59 Louis, Lamar We 1 22 1 Ls fab FAWi-16 
50 MeClellan, Albert 1B 6-2 250 6 Marshall FAD FA-Bal-10 
57 Mosley, CJ. WB 6-2 2) 3 Alabama iar Di-Bal-14 
48: Onwuasor, Patrick NB 6-0 217 1 PortlandState —FA-16 FACBal-16 
54 Ont, Zachary NB 6-0 225-3 NomthTexas ANd FABaL-14 
90 Smith, Za’Darius OLB 6-4 2758 «2 Kentucky Da-16 Dia-Bal-16 
55, Suggs, erell. OLB 6-3 265 14 Arizona State D103 Dla-Bal-0 
DEFENSIVEBACKS POS HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY. 
36 Arrington, Kyte CB 510 186-8 Hofstra FAIS FPO 
39 Canady, Maurice CB bl) Vinginia 6b-16 (6b-Bal-16 
24 Cart Brandon CB 6-0 2109 Grand Valley State FA-Dal-17——05-KC-08 
40) Daniel, Robertson 61 5 1 BW Fab FA-Oak-15 
42 Foster, Otha 0B 6-0 204 1 WestAlabama —FA-I7 FAKC- 
23-Jetferson, Tony S 51 212 4 Oklahoma FANT? FaSAt-13 
41 Levine St, Anthony 0B 5-11 200 5 ‘Tennessee State FA-12 FA-GB-10 
27 Paice, Sheldon B62 14 1 UCLA FAIS FldInd-13 
CB 6-0 190 «3 Catawba FAIS FA-Bul-13 
(Bo 6-2 m0 6 Colorado OT DI-Bal-11 
21 Webb, Lardarius 0B 5-10 182 8 Nicholls State 03-09 3.-Bal-09 
32 Wedidle, Eric S S11 198 10 Utah FAMLAC-160—DZ-LAC-O7 
25 Young, Tavon cB 59 17 1 Temple Dia-tb Déa-Bal-16 
SPECIALISTS EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
46 Cox, Morgan IS 6-4 2397 ‘Tennessee FAD FA-Bal-10 
4 Koch, Sam P61 22 1 Nebraska la-06 éa-Bal-0b 
9 Tucker, Justin K 64 180-5 Texas Fala FACBal-12 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 17. Mike Wallace 12 Michael Campanaro 
WR 11 Breshad Perriman 10 Chris Moore 

LT 79. Ronnie Stanley 77 De'Ondre Wesley 
LG 72 Alex Lewis 65. Nico Siragusa [R] 

C 64 John Urschel 66 Ryan Jensen 

RG 73. Marshal Yanda 71 Jermaine Eluemunor (R) 
RT 74 James Hurst 67 Stephane Nembot 
TE 88 Dennis Pitta 82 Benjamin Watson 
QB 5 Joe Flacco 15 Ryan Mallett 

RB 28 Terrance West 30 Kenneth Dixon 

RB 39 Danny Woodhead 86 Nick Boyle 
DEFENSE 

DE 92. Bronson Kaufusi 93. Chris Wormley (R) 
DT 98. Brandon Williams 69 Willie Henry 

DT 97 Michael Pierce 94 Carl Davis 

OLB 55 Terrell Suggs 56 Tim Williams (R) 
MLB 57 C.J, Mosley 50 Albert McClellan 
WLB 51 Kamalei Correa 48 Patrick Onwuasor 
OLB 99 Matthew Judon 53. Tyus Bowser (R] 
CB 22 Jimmy Smith 25 Tavon Young 

CB 24 Brandon Carr 29. Marlon Humphrey (R} 
FS 32 Eric Weddle 21 Lardarius Webb 

SS 23 Tony Jefferson 41 Anthony Levine Sr. 
‘SPECIALISTS 

K 9 Justin Tucker KR 10 Chris Moore 

P 4 SamKoch PR 12 Michael Campanaro 


PLAYER MOVEMENT [oudaeaied 


2017 TEAM 

Ae omioNs O16 ElisOumewi Fee agent 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM DE Lawrence Guy New England 
CB___Brandon Carr Dallas OT___Timmy Jernigan Philadelphia 
S__Tony Jefferson Arizona FB Kyle Juszcayk San Francisco 
RB___ Danny Woodhead San Diego LB Zachary Orr Retired 
WR___ Steve Smith Sr. Retired 

OT Rick Wagner Detroit 


C___Jeremy Zuttah, San Francisco 


SCOUTING THE RAVENS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP BALTIMORE "Huge year for John Har- 
baugh in 2017 after the Ravens have missed the playoffs three of the 
past four seasons. .. They keep trying to build around Joe Flacco but 
have not improved their run game, which is the biggest issue. ... Flac- 
co is not mobile enough to flourish without sound protection, and the 
offensive line will have two new starters in John Urschel at center and 
likely James Hurst at right tackle, ... While right guard Marshal Yanda 
is arguably the league's best interior lineman, running back Kenneth 
Dixon will miss the first four games due to a PED suspension, so 
questions abound at running back. ... Baltimore continues to wait on 
Breshad Perriman to emerge as a big-play wide receiver, but he has 
only flashed and is on the verge of being another wideout bust for this 
organization. ... They spent huge dollars to extend Brandon Williams, 
but he is more of an early-down run defender than actual pass 
rusher... Linebacker Zachary Orr led the team in tackles for 2016 but 
unexpectedly retired during the spring. ... C.J. Mosley should return 
to top form with a healthy offseason. ... The Ravens have constructed 
a veteran secondary after having some missed draft picks back there 
(Matt Elam and Terrence Brooks). ... After they added Eric Weddle last 
year, corner Brandon Carr (Cowboys) and safety Tony Jefferson from 
the Cardinals were signed this spring, ... In the draft, they stayed mar- 
ried to Alabama cornerback Marlon Humphrey at pick No. 16, despite 
there being better players on the board. He will be tested early and 
often because of his struggles playing the football in the air. ... This is 
a classic 8-8 kind of club, caught between the tease of a veteran push 
to get over the top and the reality of a youth movement to start over.” 
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SMOKIN’ JOE Joe Flacco’s footwork has 
been the subject of much criticism in recent 
years as the quarterback developed a bad 
habit of throwing off his back foot and 

not stepping up in the pocket. Seeking to 
address some of those issues and improve 
his balance and agility, Flacco incorporated 
boxing into his training regimen this offsea- 
son. He worked out at Philadelphia's Joe 
Hand Boxing Gym. 

HE RECRUITS, TOO Safety Eric Weddle 
became one of general manager Ozzie 
Newsome'’s chief recruiters this offseason. 
He aggressively wooed running back Danny 
Woodhead, his former Chargers teammate, 
to Baltimore. He also made a pitch to free 
agent Tony Jefferson, dropping into the safe- 
ty's Twitter question-and-answer session 
with fans, About two-and-a-half weeks later, 
Jefferson signed with the Ravens, turning 
down more lucrative offers from Cleveland 
and the N.Y, Jets. 


ROUGH INTRODUCTION Jefferson, the 
Ravens’ biggest free-agent acquisition, was 
born in San Diego, went to college at Okla- 
homa and played his first four NFL seasons 
with the Arizona Cardinals. His first week 

in his new city coincided with one of the 
only snowstorms all winter in the Baltimore 
area, Rather than Jefferson braving the 
elements, Weddle picked him up and drove 
him to a workout. Soon after, Jefferson was 
ona suburban Baltimore road when a deer 
ran in front of his truck. He vowed never to 
drive at night again. 

BIG SPENDER Marveling at how far he's 
come, Brandon Williams choked up several 
times after signing a five-year, $54 million 
deal in March that made him the high- 
est-paid nose tackle in the league. Williams 
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RAVENS IN TH 


RD POS 


B+ 


COLLEGE 


E DRAFT 


1._ Marlon Humphre 6-0 197 
2, Tyus Bowser OLB 267 Houston 
3,_ Chris Wormley DE 298 Michigan 
3,_Tim Williams OLB 264 Alabama 
4, Nico Siragusa G64 319 ‘San Diego State 
5, Jermaine Eluemunor OT 6-4 332 Texas A&M 
6._Chuck Clark a ee Virginia Tech 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


was homeless at one point as a kid, and 
leading up to the 2013 NFL Draft — when 
the Ravens picked him in the third round — 
he held a job loading port-a-potty toilets on 
and off trailers. He said his first big expen- 
diture with his new contract was going to be 
his offseason wedding. 


UNDER CONSTRUCTION The Ravens’ roster 
isn’t the only thing that underwent a facelift 
this offseason. The team embarked on a $45 
million renovation project of their training 
facility, the Under Armour Performance 
Center. The team also began a three-year, 
$144 million renovation of M&T Bank Sta- 
dium that will add elevators and escalators, 
enlarge end zone video boards and improve 
the stadium's sound system. 


CENTER OF ATTENTION Ravens center 
John Urschel prepared for another NFL 
season and a summer competition for the 
Ravens starting center job by hitting the 
classroom, Urschel, a highly celebrated 
mathematician, returned to MIT for a second 
straight offseason to continue his pursuit of 
a Ph.D. Urschel is studying numerical linear 
algebra, spectral graph theory and machine 
learning. 


LEAVING WITH NO REGRETS Weak- 

side linebacker Zachary Orr went from a 
little-known undrafted linebacker out of 
North Texas to the Ravens’ leading tackler 
in 2016, The feel-good story ended on a 
down note when Orr, weeks away from a 
lucrative restricted free-agent contract 
tender, retired at the age of 24 because of 

a congenital neck/spine condition that was 
discovered in a postseason CT scan. Smiling 
throughout his retirement news conference, 
Orr said, “Instead of asking, ‘Why me?’ ask 
‘What's next?” 
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Despite a seemingly obvious need for playmakers, the Ravens didn’t pick a sin~ 
gle player from an offensive skill position for the first time in team history. They 
used the draft to continue strengthening their defense. Marlon Humphrey will 
likely start the season as the team’s No, 3 corner. Jimmy Smith’s injury history 
suggests that Humphrey will play plenty. Tyus Bowser will compete for the start- 
ing strong-side linebacker job, and Chris Wormley may start at defensive end. 
Defensive coordinator Dean Pees wants to ramp up the quarterback pressure 
and he'll find ways to get Bowser and Tim Williams on the field. Bowser, Wil- 
liams and Wormley combined for 46 sacks over their final two college seasons, 
Nico Siragusa has a chance to play immediately at either guard or center. 


BERS T0 K 


The Ravens finished tied for 
second in the league in broken 
tackles as an offense, creating 
them on 11.8 percent of offensive 
snaps 


Just 50 percent of runs against 
the Ravens on third-and-short, 
fourth-and-short and goal-to-go 
achieved a first down or touch- 
down, a rate that was third best 
for a defense in the league. 


Joe Flacco was ane of two starting 
quarterbacks with 600 or more 
pass attempts and a negative 
DVOAY rating 


(+-DVOA sa metric that measures success 
and.compares 
th of schedule and 


C.J. MOSELY 


Ed 


ley: Joe Sargen 


Humphrey: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Mo: 


as CINCINNATI 


| = ‘ BENGALS 


he Bengals’ recent struggles in the postseason overshadowed the fact that this was one 
of the NFUs most consistent franchises from 2011-15. The team reached the playoffs 
in each of those seasons and won at least 10 games four times. 
‘That run of success came to a sudden end in 2016 as the Bengals suffered their 
first losing season (6-9-1) since Andy Dalton arrived as an unheralded rookie. Now, after a 
second consecutive offseason filled with quality veteran departures, pressure is mounting on 
the draft classes of the past three seasons to lead this club back to the playoffs. This includes 
the influx of 11 rookies in 2016 and three picks from the first four rounds over the previous 
two years who have yet to see the field due to injury. 
‘The offense will still be built around Dalton and standout wide receiver A.J. Green, but 
this team’s success will be determined by an offensive line filled with question marks. 
‘The talented defense will hope to continue its momentum after the unit ranked among 
the best in the league in the second half after struggling early in the season. 


OFFENSE Dalton has never been regarded as a top-tier NFL quarterback, but the former 
second-round pick out of TCU continues to put up quality numbers. In 2016, he threw for 
4,206 yards (87 shy of his career high) and completed 64.7 percent of his passes. His best 
quality might be his durability; in six seasons, he has missed only three starts. 

Green missed out on his sixth straight 1,000-yard season due a hamstring injury that 
forced him to miss six games. He still caught 66 passes for 964 yards — but had only four 
touchdowns, the fewest of his career. 

The Bengals added to their outstanding group of skill position players in the draft, se~ 
lecting wide receiver John Ross, who ran the fastest 40-yard dash time ever at the Scouting 
Combine, and controversial but talented running back Joe Mixon. 

Dalton expects to have a healthy Tyler Eifert, who has dominated in the red zone when 
healthy but hasn't been able to stay on the field. Tyler Boyd enters his second season after 
making significant strides in route running and aggressive play in the slot over the final half 
of 2016. Toss in veteran backs Gio Bernard and Jeremy Hill as part of a rotation, and there 
will be no shortage of weapons. 

But none of it will matter if the offensive line experiment blows up. Pro Bow left tackle 
Andrew Whitworth left for the Los Angeles Rams, and Kevin Zeitler bolted for Cleveland, 
where he signed a $60 million deal. Left in their wake is Cedric Ogbuchi, who will start 
at left tackle coming off a season in which he bombed as the starting right tackle and was 
benched midseason. The Bengals drafted Ogbuehi in the first round in 2015 and have to 
trust he can improve enough to protect Dalton’s blind side. Jake Fisher, the second-round 
pick in 2015, will start at right tackle for the first full season. He showed a flash of promise 
taking over the position at the end of last season but now must prove he can get the job 
done over the course of the entire campaign. The Bengals are asking former first-round 
pick Andre Smith — who re-signed with the 
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THE ORGANIZATIO 


PRESIDENT: Mike Brown 
SENIOR VP OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: Pete Brown 
EXECUTIVEVP: Katie Blackburn 

VP OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: Paul Brown 
DIRECTOR OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: Duke Tobin 
STADIUM: Paul Brown Stadium (65,515) 
IBU Speed Series S5-M 
www.bengals.com 

TICKETS; 866-621-8383 

TRAINING CAMP: Paul Brown Stadium 
{Cincinnati, Ohio} 


THE COACHES 
HEAD COACH: Marvin Lewis 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 118-103-3 
CAREER RECORD: 118-103-3 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ken Zampese 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Paul Guenther 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Darrin Simmons 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/OFFENSIVE LINE: 
Paul Alexander 
QUARTERBACKS: Bill Lazor 
RUNNING BACKS: Kyle Caskey 
WIDE RECEIVERS: James Urban 
TIGHT ENDS: Jonathan Hayes 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Jacob Burney 
LINEBACKERS: Jim Haslett 
SECONDARY: Kevin Coyle 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


team after a one-year stint in Minnesota — eC I 
eeraeceeteerereeemmm 2077 SCHEDULE 2s ANN 
: 2016 | Total Total Scoring | Scoring 

played. He must prove he can remain healthy | PASI EEenea Time |Record] Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
after missing 21 games the last three years. EAA meta 4:00] 8-8 | 347.7 (17)| 322.1 (7) | 21.4 (20) | 20.1 (9) 
Russell Bodine is back at center after pro- EPS aaneNe CUT) 8:25| 9-7 | 314.7 (29]| 301.3 (1) | 17.4(281) | 20.5 (11) 
gressing from liability to mediocrity. Veteran ER W me egeUIeEN 4:25| 10-6 | 368.8 (8]| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
Clint Boling returns at left guard. Oct. 1 at Cleveland 4:00 | 1-15 | 311.0 (30)| 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) 
DEFENSE ‘This group figures to open the ot 8 Buffalo 1:00] 7-9 | 354.1 (16) | 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (10t] | 23.3 (14) 
season vain fonjolt sontcate, BOM oct. 22 at Pittsburgh 4:00] 11-5 | 372.6 (71) 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (100) | 20.4 (10) 
ished third in the NFL in points against in Ppa gitrersenta 1:00) 8-8| 364.4 (10)] 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (6) | 24.5 (22) 
the second half of the season and have All-Ages pee 1:00 | 3-13 | 334.9 (23]| 321.7. (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
Pro defensive tackle Geno Atkins still in his AME ET omnreers 1:00] 9-7 | 358.0 (11)] 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) 
prime as well as two-time Pro Bowler Carlos Ava EmEN Ente 4:25) 9-7| 323.1 271] 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) | 18.6 (4) 
Dunlap on the edge. Nov. 26 Cleveland 1:00} 1-15 | 311.0 (30)] 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) 

But the Bengals still need more from their PSMMNGTCIMOC MMM 8:30 11-5 | 372.6 (7}| 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (100) | 20.4 (10) 
pass rush. They finished in the bottom half [A ESaRTINIietry 1:00 | 3-13 | 356.5 (15)| 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24) 
of the league in sacks per pass play for the [DPMP AETE UII) 1:00| 8-8| 315.1 (28)| 314.9 (3) | 20.4 (23) | 19.2 (6) 
fourth straight season. They'll turn to a ro- [Dearne 1:00) 9-7] 338.8 (21)} 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
tation that includes two 2017 draft picks on Dec. at Baltimore 1:00 | 8-8 | 347.7 (17)] 322.1 (7) | 21.4 (21) | 20.1 (9) 
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ae 


Wr A.J. GREEN 


at NY. Jets 23-22 

at Pittsburgh me 16-24 

Denver im 17-29 

Miami W ee 

at Dallas my 14-28 

at New England i 17-35 

Cleveland ie 3-17 

Washington (ot) fm 27-27 

at N.Y. Giants im 20-21 

Buffalo mm 12-16 

at Baltimore mm 14-19 

Philadelphia me 32-14 

at Cleveland i 23-10 ANDY DALTON 

Pittsburgh . | es 

at Houston fm 10-12 the edge (Jordan Willis and Carl Lawson) as well as a competition of previously injured 
Baltimore w fen draft picks (Marcus Hardison, Andrew Billings) next to Atkins on the interior. 


Right end Michael Johnson showed very little pass-rush production and needs his 
snaps curtailed in 2016; he played 77 percent a year ago. That’s where the Bengals hope 
third-round pick Willis and fourth-rounder Lawson can help. Both specialized in rush- 
ing the QB in college, and they'll battle to join a rotation on passing downs. 

More pressure sets up opportunity for the bevy of playmakers in the secondary, which 
still — to the surprise of many — includes Adam Jones. Team owner Mike Brown elect- 
ed to keep his troubled 33-year-old corner despite an arrest in January that included a 
video in which he told a Cincinnati police officer: “I hope you die tomorrow.” 

The Bengals go four deep with first-rounders at the cornerback position. Dre Kirk- 
patrick, a 2012 first-rounder, returns after inking a $52 million deal as the top Bengals 
free-agent priority. Also, the team exercised the fifth-year option of 2014 first-round 
pick Darqueze Dennard. Then there’s 2016 first-rounder William Jackson. He never 
the field last year after a pectoral injury ended his rookie campaign before it started. The 
competition for snaps will be inte! 

“There is also an element of a youth movement, as longtime Bengals starters Domata 
Peko and Rey Maualuga were let go, along with 35-year-old linebacker Karlos Dansby. 
ordinator Paul Guenther acknowledges that the team looked old and slow at times 
ar. Free-agent signee Kevin Minter, 26, will add some youth after coming over from 
Arizona. He'll start next to a focused Vontaze Burfict, who is ready for the best year of 
his ‘The polarizing linebacker has adhered to a strict weight-training program and 
contract year with a focus lacking in recent seasons. If he can play at his top 
st — Burfict brings an All-Pro talent to the middle 
¢ and changes the playmaking dynamic of the whole group. 


‘KICKING: Mike Nugent, 23-29 F6s, 23-29 PAT, 92 
points enters hi 
‘TACKLES: Karlos Dansby, 114; Vontaze Burfict, 107 level — and stay off the suspended 
‘SACKS: Geno Atkins, 9.0; Carlos Dunlap, 8.0 of the defer 


INTERCEPTIONS: Three players tied with 3 
bs SPECIALISTS ‘There will be a competition in training camp for the placekicking po- 


sition. Mike Nugent held the spot for years, but he was cut in December after a run of 
missed field goals. Veteran Randy Bullock returns after taking over for Nugent the final 


2016 three games. He'll battle fifth-round pick Jake Elliott, hand-picked as the top kicker in 
the draft by Bengals special teams coordinator Darrin Simmons. Elliott showed efficien- 

a from deep at Memphis, connecting on 3-of-4 from 50-plus the last two years. The club 

would prefer Elliott win the battle — that’s why you invest a fifth-round pick — but it 

Total Sb) 136 will come down to who looks best in preseason. Longtime punter Kevin Huber and long 

Rusti i ee snapper Clark Harris both return. 

Passing 266.4 16 7 

Scoring 03 2h i FINAL ANALYSIS The Bengals took a step back last year, failing to make the playoffs 

Third Down S 00 ihr for the first time since 2010. But those five consecutive playoff berths didn't provide a 

Punt Returns (a) 4 single playoff victory, and the Bengals still hold the longest drought without a postseason 

Kick Returns BI a 1 victory in the NFL. The last win came on Jan. 6, 1991. 


FenDeee Sot WLtiak AC | Too many players who played key roles in the run of success departed for bigger con- 


tracts elsewhere in recent years, and not enough of the team’s draft picks stepped in and 


Total $0878 played well enough. The team is still looking for the next Marvin Jones or Mohamed 

Rushing Wig on Sanu. Or the next Kevin Zeitler or Andrew Whitworth. 

es ais M__t In recent years, the path for the next generation of players to prove themselves was 
: pea tS blocked by a loaded roster. That's no longer the case. The path is now clear for some of the 
5 cae i ea? team’s unproven players to step into prominent roles. If they succeed, the Bengals could 
5 2 aeiey Ee play their way back in the postseason. IF not, they might find themselves in a fight to hold 
s off the Browns to stay out of the cellar in the AFC North. 
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‘14 Dalton, Andy 
6 Drisel, Jeff 08 
5 McCarron, Ad 08 

25 Bernard, Giovani 

39 Carson, Tra RB 

32 Hil, Jeremy RB 

0 Peerman, Cedtic RB 


83 Boyd, Iyer 
8 Brown, Chis 
16 Core Coy 

86 fier, Her 

12 Erickson, Ae 
18 Green AL. 

89 Heit, Ryan 
8 Kroft, Iyer 

84 Kunerow, Jake 
1 afl, Brandon 
17 Russel, Aono 
7 Uromah, 


AESenneS455 5h 


61 Bodine, Russell 


21 Dennard, Darqueze i) 


42 Fejedelem, Clayton S 
43 ‘ok, George $ 

22 Jackson, Wiliam 8 
24 Jones, Adam cB 
77 Kikpatick, re 8 
19: MeRae, Tony 8 
20 Russel Kelaree cB 
6 Shaw, Josh 8 
31 Smith, Deron $ 

3 Willams, Shawn s 

7 Brown, Jonathan K 
4 Bullock, Randy k 
4 Harris, Clark s 
10 Huber, Kevin P 

110 


c 
8 Baling, Cit 6 
14 Fishes, Jake 1 
64 Hopkin, Tey 6 
0 Johnson, 1. ae 
70 Ogbuti Cedric 1 
82 Redmond, Alex 6 
71 Smith, Andre on 
63 Westerman, Christin G 
73 Winston, frie 1 
1 Nts, Geno or 
15 Billings, Andew ou 
16 Bown, Ryan De 
99 Clarke, Wit De 
1) Dear, David or 
96 Dunlap Caos tg 
95 Gilbey, Wallace ila 
11 Hardison, Marcus or 
90 Johnson, Michael be 
90 Sims, Pat or 
94 Smith, Chris of 
98 Thompson, Brandon OT 
69 Willams, DeShawn OT 
49 Nbvight, Bryson B 
8 Burfi, Vontaze 8 
47 Oawson, PJ. iT} 
53 Flowers, Maris B 
51 Minter, Kevin B 
57 Rey, Vincent iB 
59 Vigil Nick 1B 
7 Benwikere, Bene B 


65 
b1 


m 


1 
5 
a 
8 


FAIS 
FANEAS 
Feb 
06-15 


North Carona 04-14 
Georgia ou 
Oregon 0245 
Texas FAG 
South Cartina 074-13. 
TeasM—-IS 
ry FAG 
abana FaeMin-17 
Azona State 06-16 
Miami fad 
Gaogia Da-18 
Bayor 0616 
Hisisippi State FAS 
West Virginia 03-14 
Vinginia Fa 
Florida 010 
‘abana Fb 
‘ton State Olb-15 
Georgia Tech FANS 
‘Auburn hak 15 
Arkansas Tlac-17 
Clemson D2 
Clemson Fas 
Miami(OH) FAST 
‘Nitona State FA-I2 
Tu 030-15 
ions ran 
sv Fuh 
Duke Fl 
UtahState 03-16 
San oseStaleFA17 
Michigan State 01-14 
Ninois ob 
Gise State OSc-12 
Houston 0-16 
West Virginia = FAI. 
‘Nabama Dia-t2 
North Carolina ART FA-16 
NotreDame —WKE-16 
Use Dials 
Fresno State 06-15 
Georgia 03.13 
Louise FAs 
TeesA@M— WFitH6 
Putgers Ao 
CGncinmati 5-09 


Dta-Cin-13 
FACin-16, 
O2-Cin-14 
Dé-Bal-09 


O2-Cin-16 
FaDal16 
6-Cin-16 
O1-Cin-13 
FACin-G 
O1-Cin-11 
FACin-ld 
D3a-Cin-15 
FACin- 15, 
Oia-Cor-10 
FacCin-16 
B5-Cin-15 


D4-Cin-14 
D4-Cin-11 
O2-Cin-15 
FACin-s 
DMb-Cin-13 
DI-Cin-15 
FaCin-t6 
D1-Cin-09 
O5-Cin-16 
03-Hou-06 


Dha-Cin-10 
DA-Cin-16 
FACin-16 
DB-Cin-14 
FACin-16, 
O2-Cin-10 
FALNYG-08 
Dib-Cin-15 
D3a-Cin-09 
O3a-Cin-08 
O5b-Jac-14 
Di-Cin-12 
FACin-15, 


FA-But-16 
FACin-12 


Dia-Cin-12 
FAOak-16 
OF-KC-16 
Déa-Cin-15 


D6-Cin-15 
03-Cin-13 


FACin-l6 
G5-How-12 
07-68-07 

05-Cin-0F 


WR 18 AJ.Green 83 Tyler Boyd 
WR 11 Brandon LaFell 15 John Ross (R} 

LT 70. Cedric Ogbuehi 73. Eric Winston 

LG 65 Clint Boling 63 Christian Westerman 

C 61. Russell Bodine 64 J.J. Dielman (Rl 

RG 71. Andre Smith 60 TJ. Johnson 

RT 74 Jake Fisher 71 Andre Smith 

TE 85 Tyler Eifert 87 C.J. Uzomah 

QB 14 Andy Dalton 5 AJ McCarron 

RB 28 Joe Mixon IR] 32. Jeremy Hill 

RB 25 Giovani Bernard 30 Cedric Peerman 
DEFENSE 

DE 9 Carlos Dunlap 93 Will Clarke 

DT 97 Geno Atkins 91 Marcus Hardison 

DT 75 Andrew Billings 92 Pat Sims 

DE 90 Michael Johnson 99 Jordan Willis (R) 

SLB 59 Nick Vigil 50 Jordan Evans [R) 

MLB 51. Kevin Minter 57 Vincent Rey 

WLB 55 Vontaze Burfict 53. Marquis Flowers 

CB 24 Adam Jones 21, Darqueze Dennard 

CB 27 Dre Kirkpatrick 22 William Jackson 

S 43 George lloka 31. Derron Smith 

S 36 Shawn Williams 42 Clayton Fejedelem 
SPECIALISTS 

K 3. Jake Elliott (R) KR_ 15 John Ross (R) 

P 10. Kevin Huber PR 24 Adam Jones 
PLAYER \" ree 

POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
I +) 1B _Karlos Dansby Arizona 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM DL Margus Hunt Indianapolis 
\B___ Kevin Minter Arizona 1B Rey Maualuga Free Agent 
OL__Andre Smith Minnesota DL__Domata Peko Denver 
DL__ Chris Smith Jacksomvile OT Andrew Whitworth LA. Rams 
0G___ Kevin Zeitler Cleveland 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP CINCINNATI “The playoff meltdown 

of 2015 and the wide receiver losses in free agency of Marvin Jones 
and Mohamed Sanu were too much to overcome in what became 

an injury-riddled, get-this-season-over-with kind of campaign. 
Coach Marvin Lewis and quarterback Andy Dalton get all of the 
blame for their winless playoff record, but those two are largely 
responsible for making them consistently competitive. .. Jeremy 
Hill took a step back in 2016, while Gio Bernard only played in 10 
games. ... The fastest man in NFL Combine history, wideout John 
Ross (4,22), was a surprise top-10 draft pick, but he can force some 
coverage away from A.J. Green. ... Left tackle Andrew Whitworth 
grew weary of leading a disinterested team, so he signed with the 
Rams, and now they have to figure out who will protect Dalton’s 
blindside. ... Center Russell Bodine is very underrated and a rock 

in the middle of their offensive line. ... Defensive end Carlos Dunlap 
and defensive tackle Geno Atkins are still playing at a high level, and 
the Bengals drafted two meat-and-potato prospects in defensive 
end Jordan Willis and defensive tackle Ryan Glasgow. ... Vontaze 
Burfict has not played a full season in three years, so Kevin Minter 
was added at inside linebacker from the Cardinals. .. It's time for 
Darqueze Dennard to prove himself at corner, especially with Adam 
Jones always on the edge. ... This team can contend again, but the 
offensive tackles must protect well and the skill players have to stay 
injury free. Andy Dalton is an NFL starter, but I'm not convinced he 
has the moxie and leadership to get Cincinnati beyond the divisional 
round, if that.” 
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Ross: Craig Mitchelldyer; Atkins: Joe Robbins/Getty Images 


LEZ, 


RD PLAYER POS: HT WT COLLEGE 
2._ Joe Mixon RB 6-1 228 Oklahoma 
~3._Jordan Willis DE 6-4 255 Kansas State 
4, Carl Lawson DE 6-2 261 Auburn 
4, Josh Malone WR 6-3 208 Tennessee 
~4,_ Ryan Glasgow Dec CO Michigan 
5,_ Jake Elliott Sale ae Memphis 
5._ J.J. Dielman O65 309 Utah 
6._ Jordan Evans (= ee ve Oklahoma 
6._ Brandon Wilson RB 5-11-20 Houston 
7._ Mason Schreck TE 6-5 258 Buffalo 


All conversation surrounding this draft class starts with controversial running 
back Joe Mixon. The Bengals were among a small number of teams even willing 
to select Mixon, who broke the jaw of Oklahoma student Amelia Molitor in July 
2014. Mixon is a first-round talent on the field and will immediately jump into 
a rotation with Giovani Bernard and Jeremy Hill. There is even a chance Mixon 
earns the Day 1 start. Elsewhere, speed was the name of the game. John Ross 
brings an ability to take the top off the defense in the mold of DeSean Jackson, 
but he also shows polish in his routes underneath. Josh Malone is another tal- 
ented receiver, though he never put up big numbers at Tennessee. Carl Lawson 
was an elite recruit who dealt with injuries during his career at Auburn. It was a 
bit of a surprise he lasted until the fourth round. Jake Elliott will have a chance 


a) 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


TURNING 50 The Bengals will celebrate 
their 50th season this year with a host of 
events, including a new logo on the field, 
special jerseys and a marketing campaign 
This seems natural, but it comes as a big 
step for this organization. The Bengals have 
always shied away from honoring their past, 
in particular their former players. They'll 
take baby steps by refreshing many of the 
banners hanging in the concourse that 
haven't been changed since the stadium was 
built in 2000. They'll also bring back former 
players for every home game. There is, how- 
ever, still no Hall of Fame or Ring of Honor. 


BENGALS IN THE SNOOP-A-LOOP When 
Cincinnati selected receiver John Ross at 
No. 9 overall they added yet another con- 
nection to rapper Snoop Dogg. Ross played 
in Snoop's youth football league as a kid in 
Long Beach, Calif., and is the first from that 
league to make it to the NFL. Ross was good 
friends with Snoop's son, who was also a 
top receiver recruit. When Ross was drafted, 
Snoop sent Ross a special video message 
congratulating him on the selection. Irani- 
cally, that message came when Snoop was 
in Cincinnati visiting his friend Adam Jones. 
When Snoop comes to Cincinnati, Jones can 
be seen on stage at almost every one of the 
rapper's shows. Now, the team has another 
connection to the legendary performer. 
STILL HERE Trade rumors circulated 
around AJ McCarron for the past two 
offseasons. He rates as one of the better 


to win the job as the placekicker. 


J 


backup quarterbacks in the league after 
nearly leading the Bengals to a playoff 
victory against Pittsburgh two years ago. 
Upon cleaning out his locker last season, 
McCarron even said a series of goodbyes not 
knowing it he'd back. Well, he will return for 
his fourth season with the team. 


SILENT BUT DEADLY Over the past two 
seasons, defensive tackle Geno Atkins has 
more Pro Bowl berths than words spoken to 
the media. Atkins has wrecked game plans 
for offensive coordinators with 20 sacks the 
past two seasons. He's proven even more 
difficult to corral for an interview. A quiet 
guy by nature, Atkins opts not to speak to 
the press partially out of superstition — the 
last time he talked to the media was on 
Halloween in 2013, and he tore his ACL in 
the next game. 


DALTON DISTRIBUTES Andy Dalton has 
turned into an incredible philanthropist 
during his tenure in Cincinnati. The Andy 
and Jordan Dalton Foundation provides 
support for seriously ill children and their 
parents in both Cincinnati and Dalton’s 
college town of Fort Worth. Events such 

as the celebrity waiter night and parent 
date night not only give financial help to 
families in need of assistance, but also offer 
opportunities to help with a reprieve from 
daily stresses for parents as well. With this 
foundation as the centerpiece, Dalton was 
nominated as the Bengals’ representative 
for the Walter Payton Man of the Year Award. 


The Bengals defense allowed a 
league-low 5.7 passes and 476 
yards per game to the opponents’ 
No. 1 receivers. 


The defense had tackles broken 
on a league-worst 127 percent 
of defensive snaps. 


Only four running backs in the 
NFL with 200 or more carries 
broke a lower percentage of 
tackles per touch (13.2 percent) 
than Jeremy Hill 


A) Va 

> 
GENO ATKINS 2S 
—_ 3 
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CLEVELAND 


BROWNS 


he Browns bottomed out last season, going 1-15 and again failing to answer their 
lingering quarterback question. But the case could be made that the team’s 2016 
teardown was a necessary step. Also, it’s difficult to be much worse in any area than 
the Browns were last season, so they head to 2017 with at least some optimism and a 
roster that has a chance to be much improved. 
How many games this year’s edition can actually win is probably dependent on the quar- 
terback situation, and having six different players take snaps last season certainly didn't help 
matters. The Browns hired Hue Jackson as head coach in 2016 hoping he would help select 
and develop a quarterback, and the Browns drafted DeShone Kizer in the second round to 
become their newest project. Robert Griffin III was released after getting hurt and never 
inspiring much confidence | on, leaving 2016 third-round pick Cody Kessler atop the 
depth chart headed into a training camp quarterback competition. 


OFFENSE ‘The Browns invested heavily in their offensive line, signing Kevin Zeitler 
and JC Tretter in free agency and giving Joel Bitonio a long-term extension. Pro Bow! left 
tackle Joe Thomas remains the anchor, and only the right tackle spot remains unsettled. The 
Browns went through last season without ever developing a real area of strength, and the 
investment in the offensive line is designed to make sure that doesn’t happen again. 

A stronger offensive line and commitment to the run game should help the quarter- 
back play, too. The spring pecking order was Kessler, Brock Osweiler and then Kizer, but 
that could change if Kessler falters or Kizer progresses quickly. Osweiler also could end 
up being the starter; a year after the Texans outbid the Broncos to get him, they gave up a 
second-round pick to the Browns to take him and the remaining $16 million in guaranteed 
money on his contract off their ES Osweiler is just 26 and has made 21 career starts, 80 
he shouldn't be totally di : 
isaiah Crowell is the lead Finale back, and he'll have a chance to build on an impressive 
2016, Crowell is a powerful runner who showed improved speed and vision last season, and 
in doing so he separated himself from Duke Johnson, who was probably the favorite to be- 
come the starting running back last summer. Johnson remains a valuable third-down back 
and can contribute for a Browns team that needs playmakers. 

That need makes it puzzling that the Browns let Terrelle Pryor walk in free agency last 
March. Pryor went over 1,000 yards receiving last season in his first full season as a wide 
receiver, and his size/speed combo made him a difficult matchup for many cornerbacks. 
The Browns signed veteran Kenny Britt to fill Pryor’s spot in the depth chart, More than 
anything, though, the receivers and the offense as a whole need 2016 first-round pick Corey 
Coleman to take a significant leap. Coleman had one big game as a rookie and showed 
he could become a deep threat, but missing time both in training camp and during the 
season slowed his overall development. The Browns hope this season that he can be a down- 


AFC NORTH FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATI 


OWNER; Jimmy Haslam 
EXECUTIVE VP, FOOTBALL OPERATIONS: Sashi Brown, 
CHIEF STRATEGY OFFICER: Paul DePodesta 

VICE PRESIDENT OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: 

Andrew Berry 

VICE PRESIDENT OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: 

Ken Hovash 

STADIUM: FirstEnergy Stadium (67,895) 
SURFACE; Kentucky Bluegrass 

WEBSITE: www.clevelandbrowns.com 
TICKETS; 440-824-3494 

TRAINING CAMP: Cleveland Browns Training 
Facility (Berea, Ohio) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Hue Jackson 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 1-15, 

CAREER RECORD: 9-23 

SR. OFFENSIVE ASSISTANT/WIDE RECEIVERS: 
Al Saunders 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gregg Williams. 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Chris Tabor 
RUNNING BACKS: Kirby Wilson, 

TIGHT ENDS: Greg Seamon 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Bob Wylie 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Clyde Simmons 
LINEBACKERS: Blake Williams. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: DeWayne Walker 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


chains while both Coleman and first-round 
tight end David Njoku continue to progress 


Id threat and that Britt can help move the 
2097 SCHEDULE 


and eventually become top passing-game [>in aa 
options. As for who will be throwing the eh \etin 11.5 
passes come November and December, stay ENE encarta 8.8 
tuned. Sept.24 at Indianapolis 8-8 
DEFENSE ‘The Browns fired defensive co-  [USSMMUIMCCNELLE Leni) 
ordinator Ray Horton and some of his as- CaM R AES ceil 
sistants, bringing in veteran Gregg Williams [SMMC ah 
to take control. With a coordinator change Saag a 
comes a scheme change, but the Browns  fiaaameaMmmamMMb SMUD 0 2) 8-8 
needed the switch and were going to add a at Detroit 9-7 
bunch of new players to the defense even be- Nacheonville 3:19 
fore the coaching change. at Cincinnati 6-9-1 

“The first two draft picks were used on de- AULA, Chargers 5-11 
fense. Myles Garrett has some of the same Grasibay 10-6 
gifts the NFL’ elite pass rushers have, and Baltimore 8-8 
he is just 21, Jabrill Peppers will be listed as at Chicago 3-13 
a strong safety; he played linebacker in his at Pittsburgh 11-5 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 
Scoring | Scoring 
Offense Defense Offense | Defense 
372.6 (7)] 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (101) | 20.4 (10) 
347.7 (17) 322.1. (7) ] 21.4 (21) | 20.1 (9) 
364.4 (10}] 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (8) | 24.5 (22) 
356.9 (13}] 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7 (8) 
329.3 (26)| 342.4 (11) | 17.2 (30) | 25.6 (28) 
314.7 (29)| 301.3 (1) | 17.4 (28t) | 20.5 (111 
358.0 (11}] 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) 
315.1 (28}| 314.9 (3) | 20.4 (23) | 19.2 (6) 
338.8 (21}] 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
334.9 (23)| 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (251 | 25.0 (25) 
356.9 (13}| 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7 (8) 
356.8 (14)| 347.1 (16) | 25.6 (9) | 26.4 (29)] = 
368.8 (8)| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21)] 5 
347.7 (17)] 3221 (7) | 21.4 (21)} 20.1 9] 
356.5 (15]| 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24]] 
372.6 (71| 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (101) | 20.4 [10] & 
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or JOE THOMAS 


10-29 


Sisleaii at Philadelphia 


Sites Baltimore 20-25 
at Miami 24-30 
at Washington 20-31 
New England 13-33 
at Tennessee 26-28 
at Cincinnati 17-31 
NY. Jets 28-31 
Dallas 10-36 
at Baltimore 7-28 
Pittsburgh 9-24 
NY. Giants 13-27 
Cincinnati 10-23 
at Buffalo 13-33 
iii LA. Chargers 20-17 
SFist Pittsburgh (ot) 24-27 


18 1,380 6 2 
90 1100 6 6 
YoS AVG 1D 


1,007 13.1 

62) 

Duke 5497 
iah Crowell a9 80 
Corey Coleman 43° 105 
Andrew Hawkins 34 98 


KICKING: Cody Parkey, 20-25 FGs, 20-21 PAT, 80 
points 

TACKLES: Christian Kirksey, 148; Demario Davis, 99 
‘SACKS: Emmanuel Ogbah, 6.5; Cam Johnson, 3.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Three players tied with 3 


2016 STATS 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 31.0 3018 
Rushing wo 9 Wt 
Passing 204.0 8 Mb 
Scoring 165 3 16 
Third Down % 36.3 26 1B 
Punt Returns 67 26 W 
Kick Returns 186 728 14 
Team Defense NEL Rank AFC Rank 
Total 3924 31 1b 
Rushing W273 16 
Passing u98 2 B 
Scoring _ B23 1b 
Interceptions 10 123 3 
Sacks 2% 130 Ly 


Turnover Differential -12 29 4 


ISAIAH CROWELL 


final college season and can also play nickel cornerback. Both Garrett and Peppers will have 
to deal with a learning curve, but both bring much-needed athleticism to the defense. 

Keeping linebacker Jamie Collins was another offseason priority. The Browns hope a new 
contract for linebacker Christian Kirskey is next, and they envision Collins and Kirskey 
combining with Garrett, third-year man Danny Shelton and second-year pro Emmanuel 
Ogbah to improve the run defense. It remains to be seen if a forward-thinking front office 
keeps veterans such as defensive end Desmond Bryant and linebacker DeMario Davis on 
the roster past training camp. 

‘The secondary needs cornerback Joe Haden to play at a high level, and Haden has made 
his annual offseason vow that he’s healthy and ready for a rebound. Jamar Taylor revived 
his career last season, got a new contract and should start opposite Haden, while Peppers 
and second-year man Derrick Kindred are the likely starters at safety.’The Browns are thin 
and inexperienced in the secondary, and that group would benefit most if the team could 
improve its run defense. 

‘The defensive line will probably be most affected by the 
picks. Ideally, Garrett and Ogbah will be the starters at defensive end with Shelton and 
third-round rookie Larry Ogunjobi heading up the rotation of inside players. Williams 
hasn't committed to a single scheme despite being a 4-3 base defensive coach for most of 
his career. The Browns will play a lot of nickel defense and hope versatile players such as 
Peppers, Ogbah and Collins can move around and keep offenses guessing. 


sme change and the draft 


SPECIALISTS — The Browns spent in the offseason to keep punter Britton Colquitt and to 
lock up Charley Hughlett with an extension that makes him the league’s highest-paid long 
snapper. Colquitt was brought on last summer after the Browns traded veteran Andy Lee to 
Carolina for a fourth-round pick. 

There will be a training camp kicking competition after the Browns drafted Zane Gon- 
zalez in the seventh round. Cody Parkey finished strong last season after a nightmarish start 
that included two misses on what could have been game-winning field goals in an early 
season game at Miami. Parkey had been an emergency replacement for Patrick Murray after 
Murray suffered a major knee injury during a walkthrough. 

Peppers will get a shot to be the punt returner, even if he ends up sharing the job. The 
Browns added Gonzalez because of his talent and penchant for kicking touchbacks as a 
college player, but also as insurance after what happened last season. The Browns ended up 
going with a punter, kicker and return men last season who weren't atop the depth chart — 
or even on it — heading into training camp last summer. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The roster is improved. Whether that can translate into enough wins 
to climb out of the AFC North basement remains unknown — and unlikely. The Browns 
still figure to struggle to score enough points and get enough stops to keep up with the 
league's better teams. 

Internal expectations seem realistic, and the Browns will again be judging the progress of 
their rookies and hoping they come out of the 2017 with more building-block players than 
they've had in several seasons. By spending big on the offensive line in free agency and then 
focusing on defense early in the draft, the Browns hope to keep their quarterbacks healthy 
and let those young defensive players grow into prominent roles. 

Yes, the Browns are playing for the future. They seem to be pretty well positioned for 
the future, too. But 2017 remains crucial for several reasons, most notably because no head 
coach has made it to a third season under owner Jimmy Haslam and because the Browns 
wont climb out of the division basement until they get much-improved play at quarterback. 
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Harrison McClary/Athton Sports 


ENTRY 


8 Hogan, Kevin 0B 63 28 


O5-KC-16 

6 Kessler, Cody OB 61 m5 1 Dde-Cle-16 
17 Osweiler, Brock 0B 68 25S 2-Den-12 
RUNN x 

% Atkinson Ii, George ; 1 

4 Crowell, Isaiah RB 5-11 225 3 AlabamaStale FATA FaCle-14 
135 Jackson, Darius RB 6-0 220 1 Eastem Michigan W-Oal-16 —D6-al-16 
29 Johnson, Duke RBO9 210 2 Miami-Fla 033-15 D3a-Cle-15 
40 Vitale, Dan abl 289 Northwestern ; 


Faclb 


15 Alford, Mario. wR 

18 Bit, Kenny WR 63 29 

83 Boyce, Josh WR S11 205 

17 Coleman, Corey WR S11 185 

87 eValve, Seth Te 63 US 

12 Gordon, Josh WR 63 25 

85 all, Rannell WR 6-0 200 

89 Hamlet, Connor TE 67 259 Oregon State FA-T6 
81 Higgins, Rashard WR 6-1 198 Colorado State DSc-16 
49 Hote, 1. TE 63 0 Pittsburgh cay 
17 Leslie, Jordan WR 6-1 205 Bry Fel6 
80 Louis, Ricardo, WR 6-2 215 ‘burn Dib-16 
‘8 Payton, Jordan WR 6-1 209 UCLA 050-16 
86 Telfer, Randall TE 6-4 50 sc Die-15 
13 Weight, James WR 


isu FACin-t7 


NSIVE LINEMEN 


75 Bitono, Jel 64 6 
72 Coleman, Shon Oo 67 30 Auburn 

4 Orango, Spencer 1 be 35 Saylor 

14 Erving, Cameron Oo 65 41 Florida Sate 

Fabiano, Antony Oo 61 30 varard 

77 Greca, John 1 64 38 Toleda 

0 tard, Gabe 1 64 30 Oklahoma 

63 Martin, Marcus Cc 6d om Use SF 
7) MeCants, Matt Oo 66 310 1B Fathi? 
2 Reiter, stn 1 62 30 South Florida FA 
79 Storp, Zach Oo 69 38 

78 Thomas, Joe 1 66 92 I 

4 Teter, 1 6 07 

10 Teer Kevin 1 64 320 


92 Bryant, Desmond 


498 Coley, Trevon OL 61 30 Florida Alantic —FA-T6 
96 Cooper, Kavier OL 64 300 Washington State 03b-15. 
91 Holmes, Tyrone OL 62 29 Montana WJa0-16 
70 Lawrence-Stample, Nile DL 6-1 320 Florida State Fb 
78 Medes, Jamie OL 6-3 308 Ashland Fath 
94 Nassi, Carl Ol 67 U5 Penn State Oia-16 
90 Ogbah, Emmanuel Oh 64 2% Ohiahoma State 02-16 
58 Shelton, Danny O 62 335 Washington = Da-15 
97 Wright, Gabe OL 62 24 ‘Auburn FAtb 


ACQUIREL 
Fils 


COLLEGE 
Oklahoma 


54 Alexander, Dominique 


52 Burgess, James B60 230 Louisville Fulb 

59 Carder, Tank B62 2 Tou WeBut-12 
51 Collins St, Jamie B63 0 Southern Miss T-NE-I6 
56 Davis, Demario B62 0B ‘Atkansas State FALNYS-I6 
5? Johnson, Cam (B64 268 

58 Kirksey, Cristian B62 26 

44 Orchard, Nate B64 255 

53 Schobert Joe B61 65 


20 Boddy-Calhoun, Brean z 
26 Burley, Marcus 0B 5-10 190 


Delaware 
31 Caldwell, Trey 0B 59 105 UL Monroe 
24 Campbell, toraheim 0B S11 206 Northwestern Déa-15 
36 Currie, Justin DB 62 212 Western Michigan FA-16 
23 Haden, Joe OBS 195 Florida O10 
28 illay, Darius 0B 5-10 189 Wisconsin coy 
30 Kindred, Derrick DB S10 210 TH Die-16 
22 Powell wis 0B 62 2 Ohio State WeSe3-17 
239 Reynolds Il, Ed 0B 61 27 Stanford Fab 
Boise State T-Mia-16 
COLLEGE ACQUIRED 


tquitt, Britton P 62 25 67 — Tennessee Fab 
47 Hughlet, Charley 1S 6-4 28 2 Centra Florida FALNK 
1 Parkey, Cody K 6-0) 190 3 Auburn Alb 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 19 Corey Coleman 81 Rashard Higgins 
WR 18 Kenny Britt 80 Ricardo Louis 

LT 73 Joe Thomas 78 Roderick Johnson (R} 
LG 75 Joel Bitonio 66 Spencer Drango 

C 64 JCTretter 63. Marcus Martin 

RG 70 Kevin Zeitler 75 Joel Bitonio 

RT 72 Shon Coleman 74 Cameron Erving 

TE 85 David Njoku [RI 87 Seth DeValve 

QB 6 Cody Kessler 17. Brock Osweiler 

FB 40 DanVitale 86 Randall Telfer 

RB 34 Isaiah Crowell 29 Duke Johnson 
DEFENSE 

DE 90 Emmanuel Ogbah 9% Carl Nassib 

DT 55 Danny Shelton 65. Larry Ogunjobi (R) 
DT 9 Xavier Cooper 97 Gabe Wright 

DE 97 Myles Garrett (RI 92 Desmond Bryant 
OLB 51 Jamie Collins 44 Nate Orchard 

MLB 58 Christian Kirksey 56 DeMario Davis 

OLB 53 Joe Schobert 54 Dominique Alexander 
CB 23 Joe Haden 35. Howard Wilson [R) 
CB 21 Jamar Taylor 20 Briean Boddy-Cathoun 
S 27 Jabrilt Peppers [R) 24 Ibraheim Campbell 
S 30 Derrick Kindred 39 Ed Reynolds 
SPECIALISTS 

K 3. Cody Parkey KR 29 Duke Johnson 

P 4 Britton Colquitt. PR 27 Jabrill Peppers (R) 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


vey Losses @ 

vey anomions POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM OL Alvin Bailey Free Agent 

Kenny Britt LA.Rams TE Gary Barnidge Free Agent 
Cc Marcus Martin __San Francisco WR Andrew Hawkins Free Agent 
$ Tis Powell Seattle 0B Josh McCown NJ. Jets 
C___ JeTretter Green Bay OT Austin Pasztor Free Agent 
WR___James Wright Cincinnati WR Terrelle Pryor Washington 
0G Kevin Zeitler Cincinnati CB Tramon Williams Free Agent 
SCOUTING THE BROWNS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP CLEVELAND “People inside the league 
continue to roll their eyes at the current leadership in Cleveland 
because their ‘analytics’ have not produced any consistency in player 
acquisition. ... Last year, Robert Griffin Ill was the hand-picked recla~ 
mation project for Hue Jackson. Then, they ‘bought’ Brock Osweiler 
and his $16M contract for a 2018 second-round draft pick. ... Now, it 
appears that Cody Kessler, a 2016 third-round pick, will battle this 
year’s second-round choice, DeShone Kizer, for the quarterback job. 
.. Running back Isaiah Crowell is capable, but he doesn’t demand an 
eight-man front. ... The offensive line should be a strength with guard 
Kevin Zeitler (Bengals) and center J.C. Tretter [Packers] being added 
in free agency. ... Joel Bitonio was extended and will continue playing 
alongside ironman All-Pro Joe Thomas. ... Danny Shelton is not 
dynamic but must impact their run defense more. ... New defensive 
coordinator Gregg Williams’ style is associated more with creating 
pressure and turnovers than controlling field position. ... They wisely 
took defensive end Myles Garrett No. 1 overall, but many question 
whether his potential can turn into actual production. ... Linebacker 
Jamie Collins was traded for and then extended, so he is part of the 
long-term plan, while corner Joe Haden has been sub-standard for 
two years. ... Look for rookie Jabrill Peppers to end up in a ‘46" kind 
of strong safety role in this scheme. ... In analyzing their schedule, 
it's hard to find more than four wins, so the question will be if Jimmy 
Haslam allows this regime to continue or will he pull the plug on this 
grand experiment?” 
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ON THE VERGE? Running back Isaiah 
Crowell is coming off his best season, and 
the Browns hope a beefed-up offensive line 
will help Crowell be even better this season. 
Crowell had a career-long 85-yard touch- 
down run last season and set career highs 
in yardage, yards per carry and receptions 
last season, Unless Crowell and the team 
reach an agreement on a new deal, he’s el- 
igible for unrestricted free agency following 
the 2017 season. 


NEW FACES fall goes according to plan, 
Joe Thomas will be the only player who 
started last year’s season finale on the offen- 
sive line to start this year's season opener. 
The Browns signed JC Tretter and Kevin 
Zeitler in free agency to play center and right 
guard, respectively. Left guard Joel Bitonio 
got a megabucks extension despite coming 
off foot surgery, and last year's right tackle, 
Austin Pasztor, is no longer with the team. 
OUTLIERS Thomas and Zeitler are two of 
10 former first-round picks on the roster, 
and that includes the three players the 
Browns picked in the first round this year. 
The Browns had multiple first-round picks 
in 2012, 14,15 and 17. Justin Gilbert and 
Johnny Manziel, 2014 first-round picks, 
were both off the Browns’ roster before the 
start of last season, and both are currently 
out of the league. 

LOCKED UP The Browns drafted 14 players 
in 2016 and drafted 10 players in this year's 
draft. Via nine total trades in those two 


BROWNS IN 


COLLEGE 


1._ Myles Garrett 

1. Jabrill Peppers 213 Michigan. 
1._ David Njoku TE 6-4 246 Miami (Fla.) 
2._DeShone Kizer QB b-4 233 Notre Dame 
3._ Larry Ogunjobi DT 6-3 305 ~_ Charlotte 
4. Howard Wilson _ CBI «(184 Houston 
5._Roderick Johnson oT 6-7 298 Florida State 
6. Caleb Brantley OT 6-3 307 Florida 
7. Zane Gonzalez K 6-0 202 Arizona State 
7 Matthew Dayes RB 5-9 205 NC State 


The Browns used the No. 1 overall pick on Myles Garrett and hope he'll eventu- 
ally become a top-tier pass rusher. Jabrill Peppers will start as a strong safety 
but could eventually be a linebacker hybrid and also might return punts. David 
Njoku is just 20 but figures as an immediate starter with Gary Barnidge having 
been released. The Browns believe they drafted better than they did in this re~ 
gime's first attempt a year ago, and if DeShone Kizer becomes the long-term 
quarterback, this draft will be deemed a success. Garrett, Peppers and Njoku 
will be immediate contributors even if they aren't listed as starters, and the 
Browns hope to find at least one gem and eventual contributor from the players 
they picked over the final four rounds, Roderick Johnson, a fifth-rounder from 
Florida State, could be the eventual replacement at left tackle for Joe Thomas. 
but might first compete at other positions. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


drafts, they hold two first-round picks, three 
second-round picks, two fourth-round picks 
and two sixth-round picks in the 2018 draft. 


REVOLVING DOOR Regardless of which 
quarterback starts the season opener, he'll 
become the fifth different starting QB in 

the last five openers and the 10th different 
starting quarterback in the last 11 seasons. 
In the team’s new era, only Brandon Weeden 
(2012-13], Charlie Frye (2006-07) and Tim 
Couch (2000-01) have started consecutive 
openers. 


LIFE COMES AT YOU FAST New quarter- 
back Brock Osweiler signed a four-year, $72 
million deal with the Texans before 2016. The 
Texans won the AFC South and won a playoff 
game, but Osweiler was benched late in the 
season and generally was awful. He was 
essentially sold to the Browns with a sec- 
ond-round pick in March, and he became a 
father for the first time just before reporting 
for the team’s offseason program last April. 


HE'S FIRST Rookie defensive tackle Larry 
Ogunjobi, a third-round pick, became the 
first player from Charlotte (the college, not 
the city) ever drafted. He signed with the 
program before it ever played a game, prac- 
ticed with what there was of a team in 2012, 
then started the first-ever game for the 
school in 2013. Ogunjobi was a 350-pound 
teenager when his parents forced him off of 
his video game system and into football, and 
he lost more than 100 pounds in the first 
year he played the game. 
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The Browns finished last in the 
NFL in Adjusted Sack Rate, al- 
lowing 10.6 percent of their pass 
snaps to become sacks. 


The Browns spent an average of 
37:08 per game trailing, worst in 
the NFL. 


Cleveland had the worst average 
starting field position after 
kickoffs in the league, averaging 
a start at the 23.4-yard line, 


JAMIE COLLINS 


Garrett; Paul Abell; Collins: Frank Jansky/Icon Sportswire via Getty Images 


PITTSBURGH 


STEELERS 


he Steelers have been to more Super Bowls than almost any other team in the NFL. 
"The standard for greatness in Pittsburgh, needless to say, is high. 
So is it fair to use the term “drought” when it comes to the Steelers and their ul- 
timate postseason destination of choice? Perhaps it’s a bit harsh, but the Steelers are 
now six seasons removed from their last AFC Championship and eight removed from their 
last Super Bowl victory. 

‘Two of the main piayers from that momentous night in Tampa, quarterback Ben Ro- 
ethlisberger and linebacker James Harrison, remain key members of a 2017 Steelers team 
that is determined to get back to the Super Bowl. The players around them now are almost 
completely different, but each side of the ball boasts a group that has grown together and is 
hitting its prime at the right time to help their elder veterans get another shot at the game's 
top prize. 
OFFENSE ‘The Steelers have arguably the best running back in football with Le’Veon 
Bell, the best wide receiver with Antonio Brown, plenty of supplementary playmakers and a 
solid offensive line, but they'll only go as far as Roethlisberger is able to carry them. The past 
two years n tough on the 35-year-old veteran, who missed stretches of 2015 and 
2016 with various injuries. Though most assumed he'd be back for his 14th season, Roeth- 
lisberger waited until early April to make it official. Clearly, he’s on the back end of a Hall of 
Fame career, but he’s still one of the best quarterbacks in the league, completely healthy or 
not, The Steelers are 28-13 with Roethlisberger under center over the past three seasons — 
astretch that has seen him post three of his four highest passing yards-per-game averages. 

Roethlisberger is the driving force behind an offense that should be nothing short of a 
top-five unit in 2017. A player of Bell’s caliber is poised for another big season after aver- 
aging more than 100 rushing yards and 50 receiving yards in 2016, a suspension-shortened 
campaign that was so dazzling that some dubbed him an MVP candidate. Entering his 
fifth season, Bell is in the heart of his prime and will have no shortage of motivation while 
playing on the franchise tag. His security blanket of the past two seasons, veteran DeAngelo 
Williams, is no longer with the Steelers, but rookie James Conner is expected to provide 
short-yardage thump that should nicely complement Bell’s patient running style. 

The Steelers did just fine through the air last season without Martavis Bryant, who was 
suspended from start to finish. Now with Bryant back in the fold, the Steelers present one 
of the league's most dangerous one-two punches at wide receiver. Bryant's blazing speed and 
ability to take the top off the defense not only makes him a dangerous deep threat, but also 
opens up the field for Brown, who has been the constant target of double-teams and bracket 
coverage over the past few seasons, And if Bryant can't stay on the straight and narrow, the 
Steclers are prepared. On top of returning receivers Eli Rogers and Darrius Heyward-Bey, 
Pittsburgh added the well-traveled Justin Hunter in free agency and used a second-round 
pick on USC's JuJu Smith-Schuster, who 
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“AEC NORTH FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


CHAIRMAN: Daniel M. Rooney 
PRESIDENT: Arthur J. Rooney I! 

VICE PRESIDENT: Arthur J. Rooney Jr. 
GENERAL MANAGER: Kevin Colbert 
STADIUM: Heinz Field (68,400) 
SURFACE: Kentucky Bluegrass 
WEBSITE: www.steelers.com 

TICKETS: 412-323-1200 

TRAINING CAMP: Saint Vincent College 
(Latrobe, Pa.) 


THE COACHES 
HEAD COACH: Mike Tomlin 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 103-57 
CAREER RECORD: 103-57 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Todd Haley 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Keith Butler 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Danny Smith. 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/DEFENSIVE LINE: 
John Mitchell 
‘QUARTERBACKS: Randy Fichtner 
RUNNING BACKS: James Saxon. 
WIDE RECEIVERS: Richard Mann 
TIGHT ENDS: James Daniel 
OFFENSIVE LINE: Mike Munchak 
INSIDE LINEBACKERS: Jerry Olsavsky 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS: Joey Porter 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Carnell Lake 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


could make an immediate impact in the slot. 
A healthy Ladarius Green could add even 2016 NFL RANKINGS 
more intrigue to Pittsburgh's passing attack, 2016 | Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
a8 thesformer Chargers tight end missed Date Opponent Time |Record| Offense Defense Offense | Defense 
most of 2016 with injuries but provided 2 [Eg UaUMEIGCIELE 1:00} 1-15 | 311.0 (30)] 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) 
sparkin the games in which he was available. PG a roo | 3-13 | 9563 (isl | suse Us} | rat | 249 (a 
wGeextens Ast poatniats ept.24 at Chicago % : 6. 17.4 (281) | 24. 
Su ER at alee ene Oct. 1 atBaltimore 100] 8-8 | 347.7 (17)| 322.1 (7) | 21.4 (21) | 20.1 (9) 
sid tiene i Ghespeaie ie laeerpaat bad Oct. 8 Jacksonville 1:00 | 3-13 | 334.9 (23)| 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
the unit returns completely iatatand icone one 4:25 | 12-4 | 343.0 (20}| 368.5 (24) | 26.3 1131] 19.4 (7) 
Pa Tee, P Tigo Th Wa Oct. 22 Cincinnati 1:00 | 6-9-1 | 356.9 (13) | 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7 (8) 
of the Teague’s most reliable, The group is Ewe EEG rg 8:30] 9-7 | 338.8 (21]| 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
strongest up the middle, where it features BYE 
two Pro Bowlers, center Maurkice Pouncey Yea PEN nT enetote 4:00) 8-8) 364.4 (101] 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (8) | 24.5 (22) 
and right guard David DeCastro. Entering SRST 8:25 | 9-7 | 358.0 (11]| 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) 
his third season at the left tackle position, [TY @PUlee eno 8:30| 10-6} 368.8 (8}| 363.9 [22] | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
Alejandro Villanueva continues to ascend, [PDESMIMENORMMGECEIMMM 8:30 | 6-9-1 | 256.9 (13}] 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7 (8) 
while left guard Ramon Foster and right [DESRTICE uri 8:30] 8-8 | 347.7 (17)| 322.1 (7) | 21.4 [21] | 20.1 (9) 
tackle Marcus Gilbert round out a unit that DE Maer 4:25| 14-2| 3863 (4)| 326.4 (8) | 27.6 (3)] 15.6 (1) 
helps bring the best out of the team’s dynam-  PEMPERE ECON 4:30) 9-7] 314.7 (29)| 3013 (1) | 17.4 (2811 | 205 (11) 
ic playmakers. Dec. 31 Cleveland 1:00 | 1-15 | 311.0 [301] 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) 
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W.E. Smith III 


at Washington 
Cincinnati 

at Philadelphia 
Kansas City 
NY. Jets 

at Miami 

New England 
at Baltimore 
Dallas 

at Cleveland 
at Indianapolis 
NY. Giants 

at Buffalo 

at Cincinnati 
Baltimore 
Cleveland (at) 
POSTSEASON 

Miami 

at Kansas City 
at New England 


KICKING: Chris Boswell, 21-25 F6s, 36-36 PAT, 99 
points 
TACKLES: Lawrence Timmons, 114; Ryan Shazier, 87 
SACKS: James Harrison, 6.0; Bud Dupree, 4.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Ryan Shazier, 3; Artie Burns, 3 


Total 372.6, 
Rushing 100 
Passing 262.6 
Scoring a) 
Third Down % Al 
Punt Returns 84 
Kick Returns vik} 
Total 342.6 
Rushing 100.0 
Passing 262.6 
Scoring m4 
Interceptions: 13 
Sacks 8 


Turnover Differential +5 


DEFENSE The glory days of The Steel Curtain are in the past. The Steelers of this era 
simply need a defense that can hold off opponents enough to let their high-powered 
and build multiple-possession leads. They certainly have the makings 
ally ifa number of their younger players build off the promising perfor- 
s they posted in 2016. 

Pittsburgh needs to be more consistent against the run, The Steelers regressed from 
fifth in the NFL in 2015 to 13th last season in rushing defense largely because of some 
aberration games (222 rushing yards surrendered to Miami, 231 to Cleveland). Pittsburgh 
went 2-4 in games in whic owed more than 100 rushing yards. 

Some of the ups and downs that the defense suffered through can be attributed to 
youth and injuries, as Pittsburgh relied heavily on rookie nose tackle Javon Hargrave and 
rookie Sean Davis at strong safety and played without Cameron Heyward during the 
second half of the season. 

“The good news for Pittsburgh is that H 
defensive line and players such as Hargr: 
Dupree will be a year older and better. 

Ryan Shazier made his first Pro Bowl in 2016 and is on the path to many more. He'll 
be the lead dog in the middle of Pittsburgh's defense after the departure of veteran Law- 
rence Timmons. The Steelers will hope to get an immediate impact from first-round pick 
TJ. Watt, who essentially fills the spot vacated by 2013 first-round disappointment Jarvis 
Jones, who signed with Arizona. Watt, Dupree and the ageless Harrison, who will be 39 
years young at the start of the season, will be the main men behind a pass rush that ranked 
tied for ninth in the NFL with 38 sacks in 2016. 

A liability at times in 2015, Pittsburgh's secondary showed signs of improvement last 
season, as rookies Artie Burns and Davis were tasked with major responsibilities right out 
of the gate. Both are bona fide starters on a unit that also features veterans Ross Cockrell 
and hard-hitting Mike Mitchell. 

‘The depth on the back end will be supplemented by a mix of old and young with 
William Gay, rookie Cameron Sutton and the potential return of Senquez Golson, the 
former second-round pick who has missed the past two seasons with injuries. The Steel- 
ers certainly aren't counting on much from Golson, so Sutton, a third-round selection 
out of Tennessee, should be expected to take on some kind of role as a rookie — just 
like a number of his counterparts who have grown together and improved with each 
passing season. 


SPECIALISTS The Steelers aren't going to fix what isn’t broken at kicker, as Chris Bo- 
swell will enter his third season with the job firmly in hand. After going 21-of-25 during 
the regular season, Boswell proved his worth and then some in the playoffs, connecting on 
all cight of his attempts, including a whopping six in Pittsburgh's AFC Divisional Round 
win against the Chiefs. This will be punter Jordan Berry's third season, too, and he’s com- 
ing off a similarly strong 2016 (45.6 yards per punt). The kick return job could be up for 
grabs, while Brown and Rogers will return punts. 

FIMAL ANALYSIS Time might be winding down on Roethlisberger’s career, but there’s 
more than enough in the tank for what could be another exciting January in Pittsburgh. 
When the Steelers are healthy and clicking on offense, there are few, if any, teams that can 
stop them. With very little turnover from a roster that advanced to the AFC Champion- 
ship last season, the Steelers are poised to make another run deep into the playoffs and 
could very well put an end to their Super Bowl “drought.” 
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yward will be back at his spot on the end of the 
Davis and up-and-coming pass rusher Bud 


3 Jones, Landry 08 6-4 225 4 Oklahoma Dib-13 Déb-Pit-13 
7 Roethlisberger, Ben = 086-5 24013 Miami(OH) ©0104 DI-Pit-04 
1% Bell, LeVeon RB 6-1 725 «4 MichiganState 07-13 DL-PIt-13 
Davis, Kile RB 5-10 227 © 4 Atkansas FAKCIT——3b-KC-13) 
45 Nix, Roosevelt FB 5-11 268 2 Kent State Fab FAAAlL-14 
39 Smith, Dreamius RB 5-11 225 1 West Virginia FA-16 FALAC-1 
39 Toussaint, Fitzgerald «= RB 5-7 2043 ‘Michigan FAS FABal-14 
Wiliams, Trey RB 58 200 1 Texas ABM fad FAWas-15 
16 Ayers, Demarcus WR 69 190 1 Houston Dials DJa-Pit-16 
4, Brown, Antonio. WR 5:10 181 7 Central Michigan D6b-10, ‘Dbb-Pit-10 
10. Bryant, Martavis WR 64 211 3 Clemson D414 DA-Pit-N4 
14 Coates, Sammie WR 6-1 212 2 Adburn Di15 OB-Pit-15 
89 Green, Ladaivs TE 6-6 240-5 UL Lafayette © FALAC-16 —D4-LAC-12 
85, Grimbe, Xavier TE 6-4 2611 USC Fb FANYG-14 
83 Hamilton, Cobi WR 6-2 20) 1 kansas Fab Dé-Cin-13 
88 Heyward-Bey, Darrius = WR 6-2 710 8 ‘Mayland FAIndel4—DI-Oak-09 
Hunter, Justin WR 64 2094 Tennessee FAsBuf-17—O2-Ten-13 

81 James, Jesse TE 67 26) 2 PennState 15-15, DS-Pit-15 
82 Johnson, David TE 62 260-8 Atkansas State FA-16 D7-Pit-09 
17 Roges, El WR 510 187 2 Louise Fab Fait-15 
16 Tucker, Marcus WR G10 190 1 Northern Michigan FA-16 FALPi-16 

“OFFENSIVELINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY — 

66 DeCasto, David G65 316 8 Stanford O12 Di-Pit-12 
11 Fee, Matt OL 6-6 © 3301 Bloomsburg FA-16 FAstou-14 
67 Finney. BJ. CG 6-4 318 1 Kansas State FAIS FAPILIS, 
7 Foster, Ramon G65 328-8 Tennessve FA) FAPILOD 
Kyle OL 6-2 305-1 Temple fa FANH-I6 

i, Marcus T 66 330 6 Florida on DLP 

65, Hawkins, Jerald T 66 305 1 LSU 04-16 DA-Pit-16 
14 Hubbard, Chris GH 6h 59ND Fat FAPIL-D 
Matthews, Mike OL 6-2 3001 Texas ABM Fal? FACle-16 

16 Milton, Keavon OL 6-4 3002 UL Monroe Fath FANO-13 
Cobh 3 7 Florida Dio DI-PittO 

78 Villanueva, Aljando = T9320 2 Army Fai FAP 


‘val, Tyson DE 63 307 California Fasla-l7—Di-Jac-10 
79 Wargrave, Javon OT 6-2 306 1 South Carina St, 03-16 S-Pit-16 
7 Heyward, Cameron DE 65 956 COhStale =I DIP 
45 Hooks, Lavon OF 63 312 1 OleMiss fal? FAGBAG 
62 Maxey Johnny OF 65 2831 Marsh Fab FRPt6 
93 McCulr, Daniel OT 6-7 352 3 Tenmessee Ob Pit14 
49 Philo, Roy OT 63 M1 Louisvle fa FAP 
9) Tit, Stephon DE 66 9039 NotieDame O24 02-14 
96 Welton, LT. DE 6-5 305 2 Conta Michigan Oba-15 ——_Oba-Plt-16 
LINEBACKERS) POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 

Blount, Ak 1B 6-2 21 Florida ARM TAT Fa Mia-I6 
86 Chick, Anthony B63 25882 Mia Dob-15 ab. PRAB 
44 Dupre, Bud 1B 64 269 2 Kentucy O18 OVI 16 

Fanaika, Jason B63 71 Utah fA? a 
5 Font, LI WB 6-0 2822 Nother awa FASS Fatlet2 
92 Harson, James 1B 6-0 262 14 Kent State = FAN Fai 

Hguenin Frinton UB 6-4 2681 ‘Kec Fett FaMia6 
51 Johnson, Steven (B61 275 Kansas Ficten-W6 — FaDen-12 
44 Matakevc, Tyler 1B 6-1 251 Temple O71 O7b-Pttb 
58 Moats, arthur (8 6-0 2467 James Madison FA-Bu-14—Oba-Buf-10 
50 Shave, yan (8 61 72) 3 OhinState == DN-14-Pt-14 
98 Wiliams, Vince WB 61 7334 Floda State D613 Pit-13 
DEFENSIVE BACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
5 Buns, tie B01 Miami 1-16 Di-Pit-16 
31 Gockel Rass CB 6-0 1913 Duke Fab Dd-Bul-A 
37 Dangerfield, Jovan =< SS11. 1991 Tson Fab FABULI3 
18 Davis, Sean S61 m2 1 Marland 07-16 
35 Dion, Brandon CB 5-11 2037 NWMissouriSt.FA-16 

Duct, Greg C8 5-10 18) 2 Washington FA-17 
72 Gay, ¥iiam (B S10 187 10 Aovisle FAY 
7 Golden, Robert $ S11 m2 § Arizona Fat 
77 Golson, Senquex (B59 1% 2 OleMiss 02-15 02-P-15 
42 Nagen, Jacob Sb) 205 1 liberty Fab FRAARB 
4 Hilton, Mike (B59 1K 1 Ole Miss Fab Fhedac-Ib 

Johnson, Devonte (8 6-0 10 1 WeberStote FAT Fat 
18 Mitchel, Mike S 61 m2 a Ohio FACacld —— DL-Dak 

Sensabaugh, Cty (B51 187 5 Clemson FANVGI7 —Ddten-12 
“SPECIALISTS POS HT. WT EXP COLLEGE ACOUIRED ENTRY 
4 Ben, Jorden P G5 19 2 astem Kentucky FA-15 FAPILIB 
9 Boswell, Chris K 62 15 2 Rice Alb Fhtou-14 
#0 Warren, Greg WS 3 282 12 —NorthCarotina —FA-05 FAIS 


120 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 84 Antonio Brown Justin Hunter 
WR 10 Martavis Bryant 88 Darrius Heyward-Bey 
WR 17 Eli Rogers JuJu Smith-Schuster (R] 
LT 78 Alejandro Villanueva 74 Chris Hubbard 

LG 73. Ramon Foster 67 B.J. Finney 

C 53. Maurkice Pouncey 67 B.J, Finney 

RG 66 David DeCastro 67 B.J. Finney 

RT 77 Marcus Gilbert 74 Chris Hubbard 

TE 81 Jesse James 89 Ladarius Green 
QB 7 Ben Roethlisberger 3 Landry Jones 

RB 26 Le’Veon Bell James Conner (R) 
DEFENSE 

DE 97 Cameron Heyward Tyson Alualu 

DT 79 Javon Hargrave 93. Daniel McCullers 
DE 91 Stephon Tuitt 96 L.T. Walton 

OLB 48 Bud Dupree 55 Arthur Moats 

ILB. 50 Ryan Shazier 44 Tyler Matakevich 
ILB_ 98 Vince Williams 54 LJ. Fort 

OLB 92 James Harrison T.J. Watt (R} 

CB 25 Artie Burns Cameron Sutton (R) 
CB 31 Ross Cockrell 22 William Gay 

SS 28 Sean Davis 21. Robert Golden 

FS 23. Mike Mitchell 21. Robert Golden 
SPECIALISTS 

K 9 Chris Boswell KR 14 Sammie Coates 

P 4 Jordan Berry PR 84 Antonio Brown 


Key appiTions &) ey Losses @ 

POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
DE Tyson Alualu. Jacksonville LB Jarvis Jones, Arizona 
RB Kile Davis Kansas Cty DE Ricardo Mathews Fee Agent 
WR Justin Hunter Buffalo LB Lawrence Timmons Miami 
CB Coty Sensabaugh NY. Giants WR Markus Wheaton Chicago 


RH__DeAngelo Williams Fee Agont 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP PITTSBURGH “In a season that will 
certainly be dedicated to their late owner, Dan Rooney, the Steelers be- 
lieve they are ready to make a run at the Patriots for supremacy in the 
AFC. ... Ben Roethlisberger flirted with retirement, but the belief is that 
he will play at least three more years. ... Landry Jones is the backup, 
but they made an interesting pick in Tennessee's Joshua Dobbs after 
he impressed Mike Tomlin at his pro day. ... When available, Le’Veon 
Bell is one of the five best players in the league, He makes it look easy 
with his gliding running style and ability to catch out of the backfield. 

.» Pitt's James Conner, a cancer survivor, was added for depth among 
a host of candidates. ... Antonio Brown is simply amazing with his 

work ethic, detailed pass routes and sticky hands. ... They drafted JuJu 
Smith-Schuster from USC in the second round to give them a more 
consistent, big-bodied receiver, while Eli Rogers has proven to be a 
reliable slot. ... The offensive line returns intact, and they have one job 
to do: protect Big Ben. ... Defensively, they desperately need a healthy 
Cameron Heyward to return after playing in only seven games in 2016. 
.». James Harrison led the team with five sacks, so they drafted Wiscon- 
sin’s T.J. Watt in the first round to add to their mix. ... Bud Dupree has 
flashed (4.5 sacks in seven games}, but this is a huge year for him. 
Ryan Shazier takes over the leadership role after Lawrence Timmons 
left for Miami. ... Their secondary depth is better after drafting Sean 
Davis and Artie Burns last year and Cam Sutton in the third round this 
past spring. ... Barring injuries, | like this team to win the North; and 

if more pass rush can surface and the back end matures, the Steelers 
can contend for the Super Bowl.” 
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Watt: Tom Lynn; Harrison: W. E Smith til 


&) 


RD PLAYER POS HT Wr 


COLLEGE 
1._T.J. Watt OLB 6-4 252 Wisconsin 
2. JuJu Smith-Schuster WR 6-1 215 USC 
3. Cameron Sutton cB 5-11 188 Tennessee 
3. James Conner RB 6-1 233 Pittsburgh 
4. Joshua Dobbs: QB 6-3 216 Tennessee 
5. Brian Allen CB 6-3 215 Utah 
6. Colin Holba ES: 6-4 248 Louisville 
7. Keion Adams OLB 6-2 245 Western Michigan, 


The Steelers are hoping their latest first-round pick, Wisconsin linebacker T.J. 
Watt, can help fill the void of a 2013 first-round pick, Jarvis Jones, who simply 
didn’t pan out. Hitting areas of need was a theme for Pittsburgh, which added 
another wide receiver, USC's JuJu Smith-Schuster, to an already-loaded group 
that is expected to be buoyed by the return of Martavis Bryant. Smith-Schuster 
was very productive in his three seasons playing in a pro-style offense at USC, 
James Conner, who overcame cancer and a torn MCL during his time at the 
University of Pittsburgh, was a poplar pick with the locals. Tennessee QB Joshua 
Dobbs gives Pittsburgh a potential long-term answer behind Ben Roethlisberg- 
er anda likely short-term fix for the struggles of Landry Jones. He is a tremen- 
dous athlete but must become a more accurate passer if he hopes to become a 
starter in the NFL. Colin Holba will step in as the Steelers’ long snapper. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


EARLY CONNECTION Before the Steelers 
landed James Conner in the third round of 
the NFL Draft, the University of Pittsburgh 
running back got a feel for his new quar- 
terback. Conner and Steelers veteran Ben 
Roethlisberger, who are represented by the 
same agency, Worked together on a number 
of different routes, The session was docu- 
mented by NFL Films and aired on the show 
"Hey Rookie, Welcome to the NFL.” Though 
Conner is more of a bruising, short-yardage 
back, he showed off his hands as a senior 
with the Panthers, catching 21 passes for 
302 yards and four touchdowns after amass- 
ing just nine receptions in the previous three 
years combined. 


ROOKIE ROOMMATES Joshua Dobbs and 
Cameron Sutton just can’t be separated. The 
rookie quarterback and defensive back were 
roommates at the University of Tennessee 
and could be again during training camp, as 
the Steelers used a third-round selection on 
Sutton and a fourth-rounder on Dobbs. Ina 
post-draft conference call, Dobbs explained 
that the relationship between Sutton and 
himself stretches back to fourth grade, 
when the two faced each other in travel 
football games in their native Georgia. 

JUST LIKE OLDER BROTHER Steelers 
first-round pick T.J. Watt didn’t have quite 
the same unexpected path to the NFL as 

his older brother, All-Pro defensive end J.J, 
Watt, but there was a bump or two along the 
way. The younger Watt began his college 


career at Wisconsin as a tight end. It wasn’t 
until 2015, after suffering multiple knee 
injuries, when he switched to outside line- 
backer. After picking up just eight tackles 
during his first season as a linebacker, Watt 
broke out in a big way this past year, racking 
up 63 tackles and 11.5 sacks to earn first- 
team All-America honors. 


DOWN FORA DIP JuJu Smith-Schuster was 
so excited to hear his name called in the 
second round of the draft, he didn’t bother 
to change into his swim trunks. The USC 
receiver, flanked by family and friends, ran 
straight into the Pacific Ocean after the 
Steelers gave him the good news. “It meant 
a lot to get that call. | had to work hard for 
it,” Smith-Schuster told reporters after the 
draft. “The waiting, not getting called on the 
first day. And the second day, when | finally 
got that, it was unbelievable. It really meant 
a lot, because | didn't get called earlier. 
When you have family behind you, and 
they're waiting and waiting and you finally 
get the call, | was speechless.” 


HOOP DREAMS Antonio Brown knows 

how to stay busy and in shape during the 
offseason. In late April, Brown spent some 
time in the Miami Heat's facility with Hassan 
Whiteside, and the two even engaged ina 
little one-on-one. The 5'10" Brown gave 

up more than a foot to Whiteside, a 7-foot 
shot-blocking specialist, but he found a way 
to put points on the board by swishing a 
number of 3-pointers. 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


The Steelers ranked first in the 
NFL in Adjusted Sack Rate, 
allowing only 4.1 percent of their 
pass snaps to become sacks. 


The Steelers ran fewer play-ac- 
tion passes (14 percent of pass 
snaps) than any other team in 
the league. 


The Steelers allowed just 4.2 
points per opposing red-zone 
possession, the second-lowest 
figure in the NFL. 


JAMES HARRISON 
—— ¢ 
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HOUSTON 


n Bill O'Brien's first three seasons, the Texans have been amazingly consistent — three 
consecutive 9-7 records, including the last two AFC South titles and a playoff victory 
last year. And they have closed each season going 3-1 down the stretch. 
J.J. Watt returns to a defense that ranked first last season, but the Texans lost three 
starters in free agency on that side of the ball, and they still have a problem at quarterback. 
In Tom Savage — not first-round pick Deshaun Watson — the Texans will have a new 
starting quarterback for the fifth consecutive season. Savage follows Matt Schaub (2013), 
Ryan Fitzpatrick (2014), Brian Hoyer (2015) and Brock Osweiler (2016). The one-year 
experiment with Osweiler was a disaster. The Texans paid dearly — $37 million guaranteed 
— to get Osweiler, and they sacrificed a second-round pick in 2018 to convince Cleveland 
to take him off their hands, Then the Browns accepted the Texans’ No. 1 pick next year to 
swap spots in the first round, allowing them to move from 25 to 12 to select Watson. So, 
Osweiler is out. Savage is in. Watson is on the bench — watching, learning and waiting. 


OFFENSE O'Brien will be calling the plays this year. Offensive coordinator George God- 
sey was forced out after the Texans finished 29th in yards and 31st in the red zone. 

Savage replaced Osweiler late last season and would have started in the playoffs if not for 
a concussion suffered in the last regular-season game. Savage has a strong arm, can make 
any throw, knows O'Brien's system and can handle his tough-love coaching. Entering the 
last year of his contract, Savage will be under a lot of pressure. He's started two games, has 
never thrown a touchdown pass and has been injured each season. If he struggles early, fans 
and media will create a huge controversy by demanding that Watson play. 

The plan is not to rush Watson into the lineup. If Savage is benched or injured, veteran 
Brandon Weeden could be the first option. Watson will be a spectator until O'Brien is com- 
fortable that he knows enough of the system not to risk slowing his development. 

In O'Brien's first three seasons, the Texans have run the ball more than any team in 
the league. They'll rely heavily on a ground-and-pound mentality featuring veteran La- 
mar Miller (1,073 yards rushing) and rookie D'Onta Foreman, a third-round pick who 
rushed for more than 2,000 yards last season at Texas. Miller shouldered the workload with 
high 268 carries. Foreman is expected to excel between the tackles. Tyler Ervin, a 
change-of-pace back in his second season, should become a weapon out of the backfield, 

The receivers should be happier with Savage because he can throw any route. DeAndre 
Hopkins never seemed to click with Osweiler, finishing with 78 catches for 954 yards and 
four touchdowns. Hopkins seems to have a good on-field rapport with Savage. Hopkins has 
terrific hands and an impressive catch radius that'll help the quarterback’s accuracy. Savage 
should benefit from expected improvement by two second-year receivers, Will Fuller and 
Braxton Miller, first- and third-round picks last year. Fuller is a tremendous deep threat but 
drops too many passes, He’s got to improve his route running. With a year to learn, Miller 


THE ORGANIZATION 


FOUNDER/CHAIRMAN/CEO: Robert C. McNair 

VICE CHAIRMAN: D. Cal McNair 

EXECUTIVE VP/GENERAL MANAGER: Rick Smith 

VP OF FOOTBALL ADMINISTRATION: Chris Olsen 
|: NRG Stadium (72,220) 

IBU Speed Series S5-M 

www-houstontexans.com 

TICKETS: 832-667-2002 

TRAINING CANP: The Greenbrier 

(White Sulphur Springs, W.Va.) 


HEAD COACH: Bill O’Brien 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 27-21 

CAREER RECORD: 27-21 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: George Godsey 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Vrabel. 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Larry Izzo 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/DEFENSE: Romeo Crennel 
QUARTERBACKS: Sean Ryan 

RUNNING BACKS: Charles London 

‘WIDE RECEIVERS: John Perry 

TIGHT ENDS: Tim Kelly 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Mike Devlin 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Anthony Weaver 
LINEBACKERS: Bobby King 

‘SECONDARY: John Butler 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


For the first time under O'Brien, the tight 
ends figured prominently in the passing 


is expected to contribute in the slot. 
2017 SCHEDULE 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


game. CJ. Fiedorowicz and Ryan Griffin 2016 
combined for 104 catches for 1,001 yards [aaauaauaai Recon) 
and six TDs. At 6'5" and 6'6", respectively, Euan Tuer ung 3.13 
Fiedorowicz and Griffin are inviting targets Epa uu RULES 6-9-1 
who prefer to run routes down the middle, Si aaeamaNagi i 
and they don’t shy away from contact. ete enniessee = 
ee i ae Oct. 8 Kansas City 12-4 
The run blocking and pass protection were ; 
A 7 Oct. 15 Cleveland 1-15 
inconsistent and must improve. The left side aE 
with tackle Duane Brown, the team’s TSM oct. 29 at Seattle 10-51 
lineman, and guard Xavier Su’a-Filo was | RaPaeeEeSaTa 00| 8-8 
better than the right side, where guard Jeff [Warren wre ee rat 
Allen was a disappointment after signing | ReECEES 718.1 
as a free agent. Right tackle Derek Newton Nov. at Baltimore [Mon.) [ee 8-8 
went down with ruptured quad tendons in |iRSamETS oer 00| 9-7 
both legs and won't be back anytime soon, if [TEND ECEn gehen 214 
at all, Chris Clark was forced to start, and he Dec. at Jacksonville 3-13 
was the worst lineman the Texans had. Ken- [BERS Pittsburgh (Mon.] 11-5 
dall Lamm should start at right tackle until  [EESNERINEWor ene) 00| 8-8 


Total Total | Scoring | Scoring 
Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
334.9 (23}| 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
356.9 (13}| 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7. (8) 
386.3 (4)| 326.4 [8] | 27.6 (3]] 15.6 [1] 
358.0 (11]| 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) 
343.0 (20)| 368.5 (24) | 24.3 (13) | 19.4 (7) 
311.0 (30)| 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) 
357.2 (12]] 318.7 {5) | 22.1 (18t) | 18.3. (3) 
364.4 (10]] 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (8) | 24.5 [22] 
262.7 (32) 337.0 (9) | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) 
366.8 (9}} 305.2 (2) | 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
347.7 (17)| 322.1, (7) | 21.4 (21) | 20.1 (9) 
358.0 (11}} 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 117) 
308.1 (31)| 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (271 | 30.0 (32) 
334.9 (23}| 321.7 [6] | 19.9 (25] | 25.0 (25) 
372.6 {71| 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (10t) | 20.4 (10) 
364.4 (10) | 382.9 (30) | 25.7 {8} | 24.5 (22) 
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DE J.J. WATT 
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2016 RESULTS (9-7) 


Chicago 
Kansas City 
at New England 
Tennessee 

at Minnesota 
Indianapolis (ot) 
at Denver 
Detroit 

at Jacksonville 
at Oakland 

LA. Chargers 

at Green Bay 

at Indianapolis 
Jacksonville 
Cincinnati 

at Tennessee 


PASSING 
Brock Osweiler 
Tom Savage 


510 301 2957 15 16 
2B 4 46 0 0 
ATT YOS AVG 


Lamar Miller 
Alfred Blue 
Brock Osweiler 
RECEIVIN 


DeAndre Hopkins 
C.J. Fiedorowicz 
Ryan Griffin 
Will Fuller 
Lamar Miller 


KICKING: Nick Novak, 25-41 FGs, 2-25 PAT, 127 
points 

TACKLES: Benardick McKinney, 129; Brian Cushing 65 
SACKS: Whitney Mercilus, 7.5; Jedeveon Clowney, 6.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Quintin Demps, 6; Andre Hal, 2 


2016 STAI 


Team Oifense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 347 9 1b 
Rushing 116.2 8 4 
Passing 1985 9 1b 
Scoring V4 128 4 
Third Down % 37.322 10 
Punt Returns 10.9 7 3 
Kick Returns 186 128 4 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 301.3 1 1 
Rushing iE 6 
Passing 201.6 1 1 
Scoring 05 il 7 
Interceptions eal 12 
Sacks uv mm 1M 


Turnover Differential = -7 126 TI2 
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rookie Julién Davenport is ready. Center Greg Mancz, forced into the lineup when rookie 
Nick Martin suffered a season-ending ankle injury during training camp, was a nice surprise 
as a run blocker and pass protector. Martin returns, frothing at the mouth to win back the 
starting job, which could cause Mancz to move to right guard. 


DEFENSE Mike Vrabel, who did an outstanding job coaching linebackers, was promoted 
to coordinator. Romeo Crennel was named assistant head coach after guiding the defense 
to its No. 1 ranking. 

When Watt was healthy in the first two games, the Texans were 2-0 and recorded nine 
sacks. With Watt done for the season after a second back surgery, it took them seven games 
to record nine more. Still, switching Jadeveon Clowney from outside linebacker to right end 
was a brilliant move. Healthy for the first time, Clowney dominated against the run, record- 
ing 12 tackles for a loss to go with six sacks. He is strong, quick and disruptive. With Watt 
and Clowney as bookends for second-year nose tackle D.J. Reader, who replaced Vince 
Wilfork, the Texans believe they can have the league's best defensive line. 

The defense is also strong at linebacker. Whitney Mercilus patrols the right side and is 
one of the best in the league because he can rush the passer, stop the run and drop into cov- 
erage. In his second season, Benardrick McKinney became a force on the inside and was the 
only player in the NFL with at least 100 tackles and five sacks. He’s physical against the run, 
filling the gaps and penetrating. He's underrated as a pass rusher but struggles in coverage 
against backs with speed and quickness. Brian Cushing, entering his ninth season, is the 
heart and soul of the defense and sets the tempo. He's still a force against the run but doesn't 
have the speed for coverage. One reason the Texans used a second-round pick on linebacker 
Zach Cunningham is because he has sideline-to-sideline speed and can cover running backs 
on pass routes. John Simon left as a free agent, and they have to find a replacement who can 
set the edge opposite Mercilus. The leading candidate is Brennan Scarlett, 

Cornerback Kevin Johnson was doing a terrific job in coverage and against the run until 
he suffered a season-ending foot injury. Johnson's return should help offset the loss of A.J. 
Bouye, who stepped in and played so weil that Jacksonville gave him $13.5 million per year 
to switch AFC South teams. Johnathan Joseph and Kareem Jackson have been starters at 
cornerback since 2011. Jackson moves inside when Johnson plays in nickel situations. Safety 
Quintin Demps, who led the team with six interceptions, was a free-agent casualty. The 
Texans have five safeties, including part-time starters Corey Moore and Andre Hal as well 
as highly regarded K J. Dillon, who spent his rookie season on injured reserve. 


SPECIALISTS Coverage and returns have been a perennial problem. Larry Izzo was a 
first-year special teams coordinator in 2016. Wes Welker has been hired to assist Izzo and 
help with receivers. Too bad they can’t suit up. 

‘The kicking game is in good hands with punter Shane Lechler entering his 18th season. 
He still has power but relies more on direction and hang time. Placekicker Nick Novak 
missed only three field goals inside the 50 but lacks the leg strength to consistently kick 
off into the end zone. Running back Akeem Hunt, the best kickoff returner, may not make 
the team. The best punt returner is Fuller, but he’s a starter and too fragile for double duty. 


FINAL ANALYSIS |The plan is to win a third division title in a row, try to get home-field 
advantage in the playoffs and contend for the Super Bowl. That's the plan, but, on paper 
at least, the Texans have too many holes to be a legitimate Super Bowl contender. And it 
may even be wishful thinking to win a fifth AFC South title in seven years, because the rest 
of the division, particularly Tennessee, improved in free agency and the draft. The running 
game and defense had better be prepared to compensate for more trouble at quarterback. 
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2017 VETERAN TEXANS RO: 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY OFFENSE 
4 Savage, Tom 0B 6-6 230) «3 Pittsburgh BG é-Hou-14 WR 10 DeAndre Hopkins 12 Keith Mumphery 
5 Weeden, Brandon 0B 6-4 730 5 Oklahoma State WDal-15 —_OTb-Lie12 WR 15 Will Fuller 13. Braxton Miller 
RUNNING BACKS: POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY u 76 Duane Brown 74 Chris Clark 
28 Blue, Alfred B62 7% 3 IU Déb-14 D6b-Hou-14 LG 71 Xavier Su’a-Filo 73 Josh Walker 
44 Ervin, Tyler RB 5-10 18 «= 1 San JoseState 4-16 Dé-Hou-16 c 66 Nick Martin 65 Greg Mancz 
38 li, Kenny 9B BN 7% 1 Isl ag D7-How-18 RG 79 Jeff Allen 77 David Quessenberry 
33 Hunt, Akeem RB 5-10 200 2 Purdue AS FANYG-15 RT 63 Kendall Lamm 70 Julién Davenport {R) 
26 Miller, Lamar RBOS-10 220 5 Miami FA-Mia-16 D4-Mia-12 TE 87 C.J. Fiedorowicz 84 Ryan Griffin 
45 Prosch, Jay FBO 5 3 Auburn Déc-14 (Dée-Hou-14 aB 3 Tom Savage 4 Deshaun Watson [R} 
RECEIVERS POS _HT_ WT oF COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY FB 45 Jay Prosch 
98 Allen, RaShaun Te 64 BD Southern als Fa-Sea-Id RB 26 Lamar Miller 27 D'Onta Foreman (R} 
89 Anderson, Stephen = TE 6225 1 Califia Fats Fon 16 
8 Fiedoroica, C. Te 65 5 3 lowe Dia-14 D3e-Hou-14 DEFENSE 
1 Faller V Wat WR 60 180 1 NoteDame D6 O-How-16 DE 99 J.J. Watt 93. Joel Heath 
Gif, Ryan TE 64 6 4 Comecticut §=—Dd-13-———Ddtou-13 NT 98 DJ. Reader 91 Carlos Watkins [R) 
TU begs eters, Re Ri 20oe it ero is nese DE 90 Jadeveon Clowney 95 Christian Covington 
Lapel PREZ eal Nemes He reteela OLB 59 Whitney Mercilus 49 Tony Washington Jr. 
13 Miller, Braxton WR 61 205 1  OhioState 03-16 03-Hou-16 ILB 56 Brian Cushing 53. Max Bullough 
12 Mumphery Keith WR 60 710 2 MichiganState 05-15, U5 -Hou-15 LB 55 Benardrick McKinney 41 Zach Cunningham [Rl 
11 Strong, Jaelen WR 6-2 205 2  Avizona State 03-15 03-Hou-15 OLB 57 Brennan Scarlett 42 Shakeel Rashad 
2 Willams, Wendell = WR S10. 1851 Cumberands —_FA-16 Fatiou-16 (B24 Johnathan Joseph Sop ines 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY CB 25 Kareem Jackson 30 Kevin Johnson 
79 Alen, Jeff G 64 35 5 Mlincis ie mh Lote “a SS 43 Corey Moore 36 KJ. Dillon 
76 Brown, Ouane T 6-6 15 9 Virginia Tech I N1-Hou-t 
74 Clark, Chis T 65 9057 SouthemMiss. T-Den-15FA-Min-0B ae eee 
64 Gibson, Laurence T 66 MS 1 Virginia Tech Fale 07-Dal-15 SPECIALISTS 
63 Lamm, Kendall T 66 310 2 Appalachian State FA-15 Fa-Hou-15 
65 Mane, Greg C be 3 2 Toledo FAIS FAtou-15 K 8 Nick Novak KR_33_ Akeem Hunt 
86 Matin Nick C 64 30 1 NoteDane = OT-16. OP Hou-1b Peer eshaie echien PRESS Tyler Ervin 
71 Newton, Derek T 66 315 6 Arkansas State D7a-11 = 7e-ou-11 
77 Quessenberry, David =—««G-=«-5 3h ‘SanJoseState Dhaba Hou-13 
62 Slade, Chad 6 65 35 2 Aubum Fas FAtou-15 PLAYER MOVEMENT (baa e 
7) Suia-Fila, Naver 6 64 3 3 (UA rary O2-Hou-lé POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
73 Walker, Jost G 65 328 2 Middle Tennessee FAA16 Faad-14 vey anomions G___Ofay Aboushi_Seattle 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY POS. PLAYER O16 TEAM CB AJ. Bowe _acksonville 
0 Clowney, Jadeveon DE 6-5 270 3 SouthCarolina —DI-14 Di-Hou-14 None S$ Ouintin Demps _Chicago 
95 Covington, Christin =» «DE «6-2 305—s2Rce Deb-15 Déb-Hou-15 S$ Don Jones _San Francisco 
92 Dunn, Brandon DE 62 310 2 Louisville Fa5 Fah OLB John Simon_Indianapolis 
98 Weath, Joel DE 6-6 300 1 MichiganState FANE FacHou-16 NT__ Vince Wilfork__Free Agent 
497 Kamalu, oma 0 66 2 1 Miami Fal Ftou-16 
9B Reader, 0.) NT 63° 3351 Clemson Dsl DSbHow-14 
oat ee ee SCOUTING [Ht TEXANS 
LINEBACKERS POS _HT_ WT Ba COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP HOUSTON “The Texans have a proven 
53 Bullough, Max 1B 63) 45 Michigan State FAIS, FAHou-16 playoff-caliber team. But it is amazing that GM Rick Smith and head 
54 Cushing, Brian WB 62 25 i use 1-9 -Hov-09 coach Bill O'Brien have been given a free pass on their handling of the 
47 ee, Etc OB 6-3 260 1 SouthFlorifa «= FAG FAHou-16 quarterback position. They creatively found a way to escape the Brock 
56 McKinney, Benardrick = MB 6-4 2602 Mississippi State DZ-15 O2-How-15 Osweiler contract, then gave up their 2018 first-rounder to move up 
59 Mercilus, Whitney OLB 6-4 2655 ins oa DI-Hou-12 for Clemson’s Deshaun Watson. ... No matter what they say, Tom Sav- 
5D Peters, Bian WB 6-4 260-2 Northwestern FAIS FaMin-15 age won't be the quarterback of this team by mid-October. ... Running 
42 Rashad, Shakeel OLB 6-2 240 1 North Carolina FA-T6 Fa Hou-16 back Lamar Miller was a quality signing for them last year, and their 
57 Scaret, Brennan 1B 64 260 1 Stanford Fels FiHow-16 expectation on offense is that Nick Martin will improve the interior of 
49 Washington J, Tony OLB 6-4 2551 ‘Oregon Fels FicHou-15 the line, while wideout Will Fuller should increase his consistency and 
DEFENSIVE BACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY Braxton Miller comes to life as a slot receiver. ... DeAndre Hopkins 
39 Ballentine, Lonnie S63) 225 3 Memphis: OTb-14 ‘O7b-Hou-14 is up for an extension, and his play would be even more impressive 
3% Dillon. KJ S 60 200 1 WestVirgia 52-16 DSa-Hou-1é ith areal NFL quarterback. ... The defense is their calling card and 
13 Drummond, Kurtis S61 200 2 MichiganState FAIS FaHow-15 had an amazing year in 2016, despite J.J. Watt missing basically the 
29 Hal, Andre S S10 195 3 Vanderitt Dal Oe-How-14 entire season. ... In the meantime, Jadeveon Clowney finally hit his 
7 Jackson, Kareem 8510 57 Mabama nt O1-Hou-10 stride as a third-year pro, and Whitney Mercilus has quietly become 
AE aaa. Kem PSD ee ete Oi-fou-15 4g pass rusher who must be accounted for by the opposing offense. ... 
irlocene etbas | EST AS UG ah Cag Peet) DCA Benardrick McKinney has been a good find as an inside linebacker, 
43 \Hoore, Corey S62 m1 Googe Med Hees but his lack of speed shows up in coverage, hence their selection of 
set thea $3 S10 Td 2 AtraSate FAIS FADE Vanderbilt's Zach Cunningham as a combo inside/outside backer. 
35 Pleasant, Edie S 510 200 4 Oregon fal Fietou-12 zs es 
pana aoa cpa Val tees talea A HE ae Houston lost A.J. Bouye to the Jaguars in free agency, but they still 
é believe in corners Kareem Jackson and Jonathan Joseph. The Kevin 
Ss BEE ee inhi ene na Johnson selection two years ago looks like a wise choice now. ... Still, 
Panes Cy See eae Ge Deacon) RY fitiov7 everything here rides on Watson, who was the most mature and ex- 
Me el aed Bg Fetus perienced signal caller available in the draft. After Tony Romo retired 
plese, ae ego, ake est geal a speed and was unavailable to them, Smith and O'Brien are hoping Deshaun 
8 Novak, Nick K 60 20 9 Manjand FAAS FAChi-05 Fifi thee Lisl Prescott ik 0017 and beyond.” 
46 Weeks, Jon 1S 510 250-7 Baylor ar Felts: | SSN BENNO Peres tl gong: 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


BROTHERLY LOVE Defensive end J.J. Watt 
had more than a passing interest in the 
draft. His youngest brother, Wisconsin out- 
side linebacker T.J. Watt, entered the draft 
as an underclassman. Pittsburgh selected 
T.J. Watt in the first round, setting up what 
should be a Merry Christmas for one of 
them. The Texans host the Steelers in a na- 
tionally televised game on Christmas Day. “I 
think that'll be a really cool and a weird day 
for me,” T.J. Watt says. The middle brother, 
San Diego fullback Derek Watt, will not be 
playing against either brother this season. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MOM The day after 
quarterback Deshaun Watson was intro- 
duced as the Texans’ first-round pick was 
his mother's birthday. Watson said he want- 
ed to surprise his mother on April 29 with a 
special birthday present. Deann was over- 
whelmed when he gave her a 2017 Jaguar. “I 
owe everything to her,” Watson says. 
SAVAGE NAILS IT DOWN In what little 
spare time he has, quarterback Tom Savage 
can be quite the carpenter. His father owns 
a construction company in Springfield, Pa. 
When Savage sat out the 2012 season after 
transferring from Rutgers and Arizona, he 
worked for his father. Rather than wearing 
shoulder pads, he strapped on a tool belt, 
hard hat and protective goggles. Savage, 
who enters camp as a starter for the first 
time in his four-year career and is in the 
last year of his contract, is handy with a saw 
and nail gun. He can build furniture and can 


TEXANS IN THE DRAFT 


PLAYER Pos COLLEGE 


1._Deshaun Watson 6-2 221 

2._ Zach Cunningham 6-3 234 Vanderbilt 
3._D'Onta Foreman RB 6-0 233 Texas 
4. Julién Davenport oT 6-7 318 Bucknell 
4. Carlos Watkins NT 6-3 309 Clemson 
5._Treston Decoud CB 6-2 206 Oregon State 
7,_Kyle Fuller c 6-5 307 Baylor 


General manager Rick Smith said if there was a theme to the Texans’ 2017 draft, 
it was character and production. The Texans place a huge emphasis on charac- 
ter as well as talent and what a player accomplished in college. Smith traded up 
in the first round to select quarterback Deshaun Watson. Watson will be given 
time to develop, but Smith and Bill O'Brien are hoping he eventually solidifies 
the longstanding problem at quarterback. Smith used three of his first four picks 
on offensive players, including tackle Julign Davenport, who'll be groomed to 
start on the right side. D'Onta Foreman, who was one of the most productive 
players in college football last year, will be involved in the running game, The 
first defensive player picked was Zach Cunningham, a consensus All-American 
at Vanderbilt. The Texans picked Cunningham as an inside linebacker, but he 
can also play on the outside. Carlos Watkins was a teammate of Watson's at 


Clemson and was a key part of the Tigers’ tenacious defensive line. 


install electrical fixtures. He vows never to 
drywall again after doing it so much for his 
father's company five years ago. 


HOME SWEET HOME Running back D’Onta 
Foreman, the third-round pick, grew up in 
Texas City, a Houston suburb. No one is 
more excited about the pick than Foreman’s 
father. “I don’t have to buy Texans gear be- 
cause I'm already loaded,” Derrick Foreman 
says. “I just need a D’Onta jersey.” 


SAVED BY THE BELL After three years of 
battling lymphoma, offensive lineman David 
Quessenberry finally finished his chemo- 
therapy at the Houston Medical Center. On 
the wall was a bell next toa plaque that 
read, “Now that you have completed your 
chemotherapy treatment, ring the bell to tell 
the world you are on your way to being well.” 
Quessenberry, who is 6'5" and 306 now that 
he's regained the weight he lost, rang the bell 
so hard he broke it. 


NO CLOWNING AROUND When South Car- 
olina was trying to win the NCAA basketball 
title, one of the Gamecocks’ biggest fans 
was one of their former football players, 
defensive end Jadeveon Clowney — a Rock 
Hill, S.C., native who starred at South Car- 
olina from 2011-13. As a pro, Clowney (6'5", 
272) finally hit his stride in 2016, earning 
Pro Bowl and All-Pro recognition. In April, 
the Texans picked up the fifth-year option 
on his contract, and he’s expected to sign an 
extension after this season. 


the NFL. 
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The Texans scored a touchdown 
‘On just 13 percent of their drives, 
ranking them second to last in 


Opponents averaged just 5.4 
plays per drive against the Hous- 
ton defense, fewest in the NFL. 


The Texans finished tied for last 
in the league in broken tackles as 
an offense, creating them on just 
78 percent of offensive plays. 


Watson: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Hopkins: W. E. 


Smith Ill 


INDIANAPOLIS 


s quarterback Andrew Luck mends from offseason shoulder surgery, his Indianap- 
olis Colts have undergone sweeping changes in an effort to cure what has ailed 
a team that finished 8-8 and out of the playoffs the past two seasons — despite 
playing in the weak AFC South. 

A deteriorating defense combined with an inability to find the right players to protect 
Luck forced owner Jim Irsay to make a move in the front office. Out as general manager is 
Ryan Grigson. In is Chris Ballard, who is regarded as an up-and-coming talent evaluator 
after a productive stint in Kansas City, What's odd is that Irsay stuck by head coach Chuck 
Pagano, who was rumored to be on the way out after a second consecutive eight-win season. 
Pagano has been told that his future will be determined by Ballard after the 2017 season. 

Ballard has begun his tenure by removing several of his predecessor's failings, most notably 
by releasing defensive tackle Arthur Jones and signing more than a dozen free agents. But 
regardless of all of the personnel changes, the Colts’ immediate future depends upon Luck, 
who is expected to be 100 percent by the team’s opener. 


OFFENSE Luck, the three-time Pro Bowl quarterback, suffered a torn labrum in 2015 
but put off the surgical procedure until the painfal situation became unbearable. After tak- 
ing 41 more sacks in 2016, bringing his five-year, 70-game total to 156, Luck relented to 
having his injury fixed. But what hasn't been fixed is an offensive line that is inconsistent at 
best in pass protection and still sporting holes. The only real change in recent years has been 
the addition of promising first-round pick Ryan Kelly at center last year. 

Although Ballard has brought in several new linemen in hopes of creating competition, 
Grigson used to do the same thing, and it never panned out. So, while former second-round 
pick Jack Mewhort returns to left guard, training camp will be about determining who will 
line up on the right side. Is second-year pro Joe Haeg the answer at right tackle? Is third- 
year pro Denzelle Good consistent enough to stick at right guard? 

Beyond that, do the Colts have enough weapons to take the pressure off Luck and that 
O-line? Pro Bowl wide receiver TY. Hilton is one of the NFLs best deep threats, but the 
next-best skill returnee is tight end Jack Doyle, a hard-working overachiever and home- 
town-hero who was rewarded with a $19 million contract. Ballard rid himself of tight end 
Dwayne Allen's overpriced contract by trading him to New England. Donte Moncrief, the 
No. 2 wide receiver, had seven TD catches but also missed seven games due to injury. Phillip 
Dorsett, a 2015 first-round pick, has caught only 51 passes and scored three touchdowns in 
his two seasons. He is on the verge of becoming a bust. 

Running back Frank Gore became the first running back 33 or older to rush for 1,000 
yards since John Riggins in 1984, But Gore is in the final year of his contract, and the Colts 
need to be looking for a long-term ball carrier. Robert Turbin rushed for 164 yards in a re~ 
serve role in his first season in Indianapolis. The team used a fourth-round pick on Marlon 
Mack, who will have an opportunity to be 


AFC SOUTH FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


OWNER/CEO: James Irsay 

GENERAL MANAGER: Chris Ballard 
DIRECTOR OF FOOTBALL ADMINISTRATION: 
Mike Bluem 

STADIUM: Lucas Oil Stadium (67,000) 
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THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Chuck Pagano 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 49-31 

‘CAREER RECORD: 49-31 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Rob Chudzinski 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ted Monachino 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Tom McMahon: 
‘ASST. HEAD COACH/OFFENSIVE LINE: Joe Philbin 
QUARTERBACKS: Brian Schottenheimer 
RUNNING BACKS: Jemal Singleton 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Sanjay Lal 

TIGHT ENDS; Jim Hostler 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Gary Emanuel 
UNEBACKERS: Jim Herrmann, 

OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS: Brad White 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Greg Williams 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


the No.2 back. 2016 NFL RANKINGS. 
DEFENSE ‘The Colts have struggled to 2017 SCHEDULE 1 2016 | Total Total | Scoring | Scoring 
generate a pass rush in their 3-4 scheme /EEIGMNNNC CC Time |Record] Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
since Robert Mathis led the NFL with 19.5 Sept.10 atL.A. Rams 4:05 | 4-12 | 262.7 (32]| 337.0 (9) | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 [23] 
sacks in 2013. As opposing passers took Ee gMMME UIE 1,00 | 7-8-1 | 346.8 (9}] 305.2 (2) | 261 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
advantage of the extra time to throw, Colts | EE aeamaeEeME! 1.00 1-15 | 311.0 (30}| 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) 
defenders got older, too. Mathis finally re- |e 8:30 [10-5-1 | 357.2 (12]] 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (18t)] 18.3 (3) 
ted this offteason. Outside nebacker Erk AMMEN 0 | -7| S580 (rl| 9575 (20) | 208 (| 286 (7 
: . a ct. 16 atTenness a 8: - i i X ; 
dee ona aaa MEE Oct. 22 Jacksonville 1-00] 3-13 | 3349 (23)| 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
Balled looked ct a 30th-ranked defense [MGM MoamnE 1,00 | 6-9-1 | 356.9 (13)| 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7 (8) 
2 : Nov. 5 atHouston 1.00] 9-7] 314.7 (29)| 301.3 (1) | 17.4 (28t) | 20.5 (11) 
a CE eee Nov. 12 Pittsburgh 1.00] 11-5] 372.6 (7)| 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (toe) | 20.4 (10) 
¢ new players received gu: 
beyond next season. One exception was nose TMP memeee 4:00] 9-7 | 358.0 (11)| 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) 
tackle Johnathan Hankins, who is still just | DESIR WNETeeteeenMG 4.00} 3-13 | 334.9 (23)] 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (26) 
25 and could be the Colts’best defensive line DERARTUNETE IEG) 1:00} 7-9 | 354.1 (16)] 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (10U) | 23.3 (16) 
anchor ina decade. He was signed toa three- | DESNPNDEnY tart 8:25| 9-7] 323.1 [27] 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) | 18.6 () 
year, $30 million deal. PAM UCONN 4:30) 8-8 | 347.7 (17]| 322.1 (7) | 21.4 [211] 20.1 (9) 
Defensive ends Kendall Langford and Dec. Houston 1,00 | 9-7 | 314.7 (29)| 301.3 (1) | 17.4 (28t) | 20.5 (11) 
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os ANDREW LUCK | 


Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


Detroit 

at Denver 

LA. Chargers 
at Jacksonville 
Chicago 

at Houston (at) 
at Tennessee 
Kansas City 

at Green Bay 
Tennessee 
Pittsburgh 

at NY. Jets 
Houston 

at Minnesota 
at Oakland 
Jacksonville 


Henry Anderson hope to return to 2015 form after being slowed by injuries a year ago. 
Jones’ departure at defensive tackle will free up snaps for someone, and there are many 
options from which to choose — but none of them appears to be dazzling. Nose tackle Al 
Woods, defensive end Margus Hunt and second-year defensive lineman Hassan Ridge- 
way should get their share of snaps. 

But if the Colts’ blitzing scheme is going to flourish by bringing pressure from all an- 
gles, Ballard’s new corps of linebackers — Jabal Sheard, John Simon, Sean Spence and 
Barkevious Mingo — will have to produce. This quartet combined for 11.5 sacks last 
346 4240 season, highlighted by Sheard’s five with the Patriots. 
vos A Cornerback Patrick Robinson proved to be a one-year waste of time and money as the 
cover guy typically picked on by quarterbacks wanting to avoid two-time Pro Bowler 
Vontae Davis. And the free-agent departure of two-time Pro Bowl safety Mike Adams 
means Ballard still has some work to do in tinkering with the secondary. Malik Hooker, a 
first-round pick out of Ohio State, will be expected to start right away at one safety spot. 
Quincy Wilson, a second rounder from Florida, will be in the mix at cornerback. 


Andrew Luck 
Robert Turbin 
RECEIVING 
TY. Hilton 
Jack Doyle i SPECIALISTS If there was another offseason shocker, aside from Luck having surgery, 
Frank Gore it was the sudden retirement of punter Pat McAfee, a two-time Pro Bowler and one-time 
Dwayne Alen All-Pro who decided after eight years to become a standup comedian. McAfee was con- 
Phillip Dorsett tinually one of the best at kickoff touchbacks and at pinning opponents inside the 20, and 
Donte Mancref he also provided perfect holds for placekicker Adam Vinatieri. Irsay tried to talk McAfee 
into returning, but to no avail. A third knee operation in four seasons had the specialist 
thinking it was time to walk away while he still could. The Colts signed former Minnesota 
4 oe punter Jeff Locke, whose 42.6-yard average is well off McAfee's career-best 49.3 yards in 
ER Maus ETHER 2016. But Locke had 34 punts downed inside the 20, 15 more than McAfee. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Darius Butler. 3: Mike Adams, 2 Vinatieri, the NFL's oldest player at 44, insisted on a two-year contract when he was 
retained before 2016. “Mr. Clutch” showed he still had the leg from 50-plus yards in con- 
verting 7-of-9 attempts from long range. He made 27-of-31 overall. 


HCKING: Adam Vinatieri, 27-81 Fs, 44-44 PAT, 125 
points 


FINAL ANALYSIS NFL general managers want to shop for their own proverbial gro- 


2016 STAI ceries, and they expect to be doing so with a head coach of their choosing, Then again, 


Irsay’s insistence on keeping Pagano for one more year might not set the franchise back 


Team Offense Stat__NFLRank AFC Rank too much because Ballard has too many holes to fill and can use a season to familiarize 
Total 364.4 10 4 himself with the organization. 

Rushing 10.8 23 3 But presuming the Colts are mired in mediocrity for a third consecutive season, it’s more 
Passing 262.6 18 7 important to pay close attention to how quickly Ballard can fix these issues. As much as 
Scoring Wd 8 3 the Colts need pass rushers — who in the NFL doesn't? — the No. 1 frustration since 
Third Down % Bi gee aaed Luck was drafted in 2012 has been subjecting No. 12 to continual pounding. If Ballard 
Punt Returns 03 17. () accomplishes nothing else in 2017, he must ensure that the Colts’ cornerstone player can 
Kick Returns Bl Th th be kept upright and have a chance to play another five years, if not more. At this pace, 

Luck’s body can't hold up for that long. 

Team Def Stat NFLRank AFC Rank ly 

<n Ti “The new GM deserves credit for grabbing mostly good-but-not-great young blood to 
Total 29 15 cuca fee dhctt ata d 

mate mi eh try to raise the level of performance in obviously weak positions. Factor in a solid draft 
oe si 95 or two, and the Colts aren't that far away from returning as a perennial playoff contender. 
Senin he When Irsay was justifying his decision to fire Grigson — and reluctantly admitting that 
For = 9 his team needed a new direction — the owner said he would rather have a lousy year or 

Interceptions Th y 
Cee TS 1 two to set up a long-term contender than to be consistently mediocre. The Colts have 
Tumover Differential <5 12ST been the latter for two years. That begs this question: Do they need to endure a lousy year 


of growing pains in 2017 before they can become contenders in 2018? 
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QUARTERBACKS POS. HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
12 Luck, Andre OB 4 260 5 Stanford ot? Or-nd-12 
7 Mors, Stephen 0B 2 218 1 Miami FAB Fac 14 
16 Tole, Scot OB 6:2 2186 Wisconsin FALGBGFALLAC-II 
RUNNING BACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
‘M Fexquson, Josh RB 510 7001 Minis FAG Fhelnd-16 
28 Gore, Frank RR 69 2712 Miami FASFIS Oda SF-O8 
33 Tupin, Robert RR 510 225 5 UtahState —FALDalb Da Seal? 
RECEIVERS POS _HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
49 Ale-Cox Mo 1 67 0) OR VU faa? FAelnd-17 
1 Aken, Kamar WR 62 25 4 UF FABaL17 — FA-Bul-I 
11 Bray, Quan WR 5-10 186 2 Auburn Fat Fhelnd 5 
15 Dorset, Philip WR 5-10 185 2 Miami m5 Di-Ind-15 
44 Doyle, Jack TE 66 2674 Wester Kentucky Ween-13—FA-en-13 
13 Hilton, 1, WRo59 10 5 03-12 08-nd-12 
14 Leak, Marcus WR G0 210 1 Marland Fats Fhlnd-b 
5 Miller, Mike TE 66 851 Tajor Fab Fhelnd6 
101 Mone, Donte WR 62 222 3 Ole Miss 03-4 3-Ind-14 
AU Rogers, Chester WR 6-1 180 1 Grambling State FA-16 Fhelnd6 
17 Smith, Tevaun WR 62 2051 Lowa Fab Fhelndlb 
86 Swoope, Ek Te 65 2571 Mami Fach Fhelnd-14 
8 Willams, Brandon TE 3 247k Oregon FA‘Seacl? —FACar-13 
3 Blythe, Austin C6) 8 1 lowe 1-16 W-lnd-16 
60) Cage ih G65 3121 Wisconsin, Clare FATE FAendl6 
74 Castano, Anthony 1 67 36 Boston College 01-11 OV-ind-11 
62 Clath, Le Raven WG 5 319 1 TovasTech = 36 Ond-16 
‘64 Cooper, Fahn T 65 36 1 Ole Miss Fa DSF-16 
1 Good, Denzlle WG 6-5 365 2 ‘Marstitl 07-15 Dr-nd- 15, 
73 Haeg, Je T 66 3061 North Dakota st, 05-16 Dssnd-16 
78 Kelly, Ryan Ch 3191 Alabama 1-16 Di-nd-16 
75 Mevtot, ack WG 66 312 9 OhoState = 24 Ond-4 
{61 Redmond, Adam G66 2 1 Howard Alb Faclnd-16 
(6 Schwenke, Brian OL 63 318 4 Califia Fae? OfsTn-19 
67 Vojnovich, Jeremy 1 65 3001 Lovisiana College FA-14 FABIA 
6 Anderson, Hey OT 66 30 2 Stanlond 08-15 D3: nd-16 
95 Hankins, Johnathan «OT &-2 320 Oh State FALNNGSI7——2-NYG13 
94 Hon, Magus D1 68 2 SMU FAeCintT—O2b-Cin-18 
90 Langford, Kendall. DE 6-6 305-9 Hampton FA 03-Mia-08 
99 MeGil TY Or 6-0 310 2 NCState WSea-15—FasSea16 
54 Parry, David OF 62 310 2 Stanfod 06-16 Ono 18 
91 Ridgeway Hassan od 37 Tevas O16 Dé-nd-14 
5 Sokol, Kristjan Of 65 3 2 Bulla Fat Db-Sea-15 
97 Woods, AL DL 6h a7 7 ASU Facet 4H0-10 
LINEBACKERS POS HT WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED _ ENTRY 
64 Ayes, Akeem O18 6-3 785 6 UCLA fA O2Ten-11 
57 Bost, Jn (B61 2h Floia FADel? —2-Chiad 
98 Edwards, Lavar OB 4 75k LSU Weald D5-Ten-13 
50 Jackson, Ein LB 6-0 2301 Govgia Southern FA-15 Fhei-18 
92 Maggi, Cut O18 6-3 7501 Tenmesste = FAL Fhetnd-b 
52 Mingo, Barkevous OLB 64240 ASH FANE? —D1-Cle-3 
44 Morison, Antonio 1B 1 2351 Floida Ui-14 4-nd-16 
48 Mount, Deiontrez OLB 6-5 2092 Louie a ben 18 
44 Rhodes, Luke LB 6-2 2k 1 Wiliam & Mary FA-16 FATBAG 
99 Sheard, Jabaok OLB 6-3 265 6 Pitlsbugh = FANE-T7.——Dza-Cle-1 
51 Simon, John OLB 6-1 260 4 OhinState ———FASHou-T7——Debal-13 
55 Spence, Sean ile 6-11 2313 Miami fa? 03-Pit2 
DEFENSIVE BACKS _POS_HT_ WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
20 Bute, Drivs OB 5-10 188 8 Comecticut FAIZ O7-NE-DY 
21 Davis, Vontae Co HiT 2078 nas TMiat?——DI-Mia-09 
4 arty, Matthias S$ Si) 20 1 NoteDame — WeNi-16 Fi T6 
14 Geathers, Clayton S62 mm 2 UO Di-15 Dnd-15 
30 Green 1. S63 5 1 Clemson 07-14 O?2-Ind-16 
30 Melvin, Rashaan C62 199 Nother Minnis FAB FATBAI 
MQ Milton, Chistopher «CB 5-11 190-1 “Georgian Tech ——FA-16 Fhelnd 16 
27 Mitel ein 860 190 2 Atkansas W.Was-15—FAas-16 
35 Moris, Day CB 5-10 188 4 TerasState —FA-16 FASF-13 
37 Wiliams, Frankie (B59 1901 Purdue fab Fhelnd-16 
4 Williamson, Andrew S112 1 Vanderbit = FA-T6 FAeind-6 
SPECIALISTS POS _HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
9 Locke, Jet P 60 1% 9 UCLA FAMin-l?—— DBMin13 
45 Overton, Matt (S61 2435 Ween WinglonFA-12 PaSeat 
4 Vinatieri, Adam K 60 2062 SouthDokota St. FALNEOS ——FAME-96 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 10 Donte Moncrief 1. Kamar Aiken 
WR 13. TY. Hilton 15: Phillip Dorsett 
LT 74 Anthony Castonzo 62 Le'Raven Clark 
LG 75 Jack Mewhort 62 Le'Raven Clark 
C 78 Ryan Kelly 63 Austin Blythe 

RG 71 Denzelle Good 66 Brian Schwenke 
RT 73 Joe Haeg 72 Zach Banner (R) 
TE 86 Erik Swoope 85 Brandon Williams 
TE 84 Jack Doyle 49. Mo Alie-Cox (R} 
QB 12 Andrew Luck 16 Scott Tolzien 

RB 23 Frank Gore 33. Robert Turbin 
DEFENSE 

DE 90 Kendall Langford 96 Henry Anderson 
NT 95 Johnathan Hankins «97 Al Woods 

DT 94 Margus Hunt 91. Hassan Ridgeway 
OLB 93 Jabaal Sheard 58 Tarell Basham (R) 
ILB- 44 Antonio Morrison 59 Curt Maggitt 
ILB_ 55 Sean Spence 57 Jon Bostic 

OLB 51 John Simon 52 Barkevious Mingo 
CB 30 Rashaan Melvin 31. Quincy Wilson (R) 
CB 21. Vontae Davis 20 Darius Butler 

S 29 Malik Hooker (R) 20 Darius Butler 

S 26 Clayton Geathers 32 TJ. Green 
‘SPECIALISTS 

K 4 Adam Vinatieri KR 11 Quan Bray 

P 9 Jeff Locke PR 11 Quan Bray 


PLAYER MOVEM 


NT 


ver aooiTions Kev Losses @ 

POS. PLAYER 2016TEAM POS, PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
LB___Jon Bostic Detroit S_Mike Adams Carolina 
NT___Johnathan Hankins N.Y. Giants TE___Owayne Allen New England 
OE Margus Hunt Cincinnati LB Trent Cole Free Agent 
Pp Jeff Locke Minnesota LB D'Qwell Jackson Free Agent 
LB___Barkevious Mingo__New England OT Arthur Jones Free Agent 
C/G__Brian Schwenke Tennessee 18 Robert Mathis Retired 
{8 __Jabaal Sheard New England Pat McAfee Retired 
1B John Simon Houston 0G Joe Reitz Retired 
1B __ Sean Spence Tennessee CB Patrick Robinson Philadelphia 
NT ALWoods: Tennessee LB Erik Walden, Free Agent 


SCOUTING IIE CO 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP INDIANAPOLIS “The media and fans 
ridicule Jim Irsay, but the people within the Colts’ program not only 
respect him, but admire his football acumen. .. The reality for this 
team is that Andrew Luck has been injured since 2015, and the de- 
fense could not make a play to save its life during that time. .. Luck 
had offseason shoulder surgery and is expected to return by training 
camp. The organization still believes he is capable of leading them 
to multiple Super Bowls, but he has to play better and cut down on 
his turnovers. .. Opposing coaches marvel at the career Frank Gore 
has put together. He still runs with a forward lean, great instincts 
and finishes every play. .. They should be set at receiver with TY. 
Hilton leading the way and Donte Moncrief showing signs of being 

a solid No. 2. .. The offensive line has stabilized with Ryan Kelly at 
center and should be better with more experience. It's still not a 
strength. ... Ballard paid $30 million over three years to defensive 
tackle Johnathan Hankins in early April, which might prove to be 
the best of his 14 free-agent signings. ... Ohio State free safety Malik 
Hooker was their first-round pick, and he is a rangy center fielder 
with exceptional ball skills. ... Punter Pat McAfee retired and blasted 
[former general manager] Ryan Grigson on his way out the door. 
Jeff Locke was signed from the Vikings to fill his role.” 
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COLTS IN THE DRAFT 


._Malik Hooker S 
. Quincy Wilson cB 


() 


COLLEGE 


6-1 206 


6-1 213 Florida 

._ Tarell Basham LB 6-4 262 Ohio 
._ Zach Banner oT 6-8 353 USC. 
Marlon Mack RB 5-11 210 USF 
Grover Stewart oT 6-5, 295 Albany State 

._ Nate Hairston cB 6-0 196 Temple 
_ Anthony Walker: LB 6-1 245 Northwestern. 


Division I! Albany State. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


OLD MAN The NFL's oldest player isn't just 
going strong — 44-year-old Adam Vinatieri 
is accepting his gray hairs. The 22-year pro 
showed up for OTAs with a gray beard and 
joked about how he should land a “Just for 
Men” endorsement. Although “Mr. Clutch” 
is in a contract year, don't be surprised if he 
keeps on kicking beyond 2017. "I still think 
can help our team win games,” Vinatieri 
says. “Why not keep going?” 

WHAT SIMON SAYS After facing the Colts 
for three seasons with AFC South rival 
Houston, linebacker John Simon kids that 
embracing his new teammates as broth- 
ers isn’t easy. “Well, | definitely know the 
offense here, and I've known to hate these 
guys, so it’s hard trying to be friends with 
them,” Simon says. After a pause, he con- 
cedes, “No, they're good guys.” 

STUDYING CUBS New Colts GM Chris Bal- 
lard likes to read on his phone in the mid- 
night hours. He's particularly enjoyed “The 
Cubs Way” in iBook form on how Chicago 
Cubs president of baseball operations Theo 
Epstein built the 2016 World Champions that 
ended a 108-year title drought. “I'ma big 
night-time reader,” Ballard says. “Unfortu- 
nately, it cuts into my sleep.” 


MCAFEE HAMMERS GRIGSON The offsea- 
son firing of GM Ryan Grigson prompted 
retiring punter Pat McAfee, who is never 
shy about sharing opinions, to tweet “Thank 
God” and then “'Unwarranted arrogance’ 
just ran into a brick wall called karma.” 


LUCK MADE CALL Quarterback Andrew 
Luck said it was his decision to finally have 
offseason shoulder surgery to repair a torn 
labrum, an injury suffered in 2015. “I made 
this decision with what | felt like was the 
best information that we could all find, that 
| could find,” Luck said at the outset of off- 
season training activities. “| have no regrets 
about going to get surgery.” 

EASIEST SCHEDULE? Based on last 
season's records, the Colts’ 2017 opponents 
have a .424 winning percentage, which in 
theory makes their slate the NFL's easiest. 
The Colts have five games against teams 
with four or fewer wins a year ago — Cleve- 
land (1-15], San Francisco (2-14), the L.A. 
Rams (4-12) and two division games against 
Jacksonville (3-13). Conversely, the Colts 
play just two teams that won at least 10 
games last season, Pittsburgh (11-5) and 
Seattle (10-5-1). 


UNDRAFTED KEEPER Four seasons after 
being cut by Tennessee, former undrafted 
tight end Jack Doyle has become a perma- 
nent fit with his hometown Colts. A reliable 
blocker whose pass-catching skills have 
continually improved, Doyle was rewarded 
with a three-year, $19 million contract 
that includes $2 million in incentives. The 
Indianapolis native caught a career-high 59 
passes for 584 yards and five touchdowns 
last season, and an offseason trade of 
Dwayne Allen makes Doyle the Colts’ No. 1 
tight end. 


New general manager Chris Ballard didn’t try to hide his surprise that Malik 
Hooker was still available when the Colts were on the clock with the 15th overall 
pick. Hooker dropped, presumably, because of hip surgery. But the Colts are 
confident he'll be ready to go for the season opener. Hooker's ball-hawk skills 
have been compared, albeit optimistically, to Ed Reed's. Quincy Wilson could 
also join Hooker in the starting lineup for Week 1. His size and strength make 
him suitable to play press coverage. Ballard had to address the pass rush in 
the draft, hence the addition of Tarell Basham, who is not only making a jump 
from the Mid-American Conference but also switching from a 4-3 defensive end 
with his hand in the ground to a 3-4 outside linebacker who will stand up. Zach 
Banner will have a chance to play right away at right tackle. Marlon Mack rushed 
for more than 1,000 yards in all three seasons at USF, averaging a career-high 
6.8 yards per carry in 2016. Grover Stewart recorded 23.5 sacks in his career at 


A league-low 13 percent of the 
Colts’ runs were stopped at or be- 
hind the line of scrimmage. 


The Colts tied for last in the 
league in broken tackles as an 
offense, creating them on just 7.6 
percent of offensive plays. 


Indianapolis finished last in 
the NFL in pressure rate as a 
defense, getting pressure on the 
opposing quarterback on just 15 


percent of passing snaps. 


VONTAE DAVIS 
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ON JACKSONVILLE 


Sy JAGUARS 


here is a new sheriff prowling the halls of the Jacksonville Jaguars’facility, and itis the 
same man who helped lead the franchise into the NFL more than two decades ago 
and to the cusp of the Super Bowl after the 1996 and’99 seasons. Tom Coughlin was 
hired in January by owner Shad Khan to resuscitate the entire organization — just 
not as the head coach. Coughlin’ title is executive vice president of football operations, and 
he has final say on roster decisions, taking that responsibility away from GM Dave Caldwell. 
Doug Marrone, the offensive line coach from 2015-16, was promoted to head coach. 

Does Coughlin still have the touch? Although the Jaguars were busy in free agency, 
signing three starters and multiple role players, the success of this season will rest largely 
on players Coughlin inherited, chiefly quarterback Blake Bortles. A total bust or ready for a 
boon? For as impressive as the defense looks — led by second-year cornerback Jalen Ramsey 
and newcomers A.J. Bouye, Calais Campbell and Barry Church — if the Jaguars are unable 
to score more points, Coughlin’s return will not equal a return to relevance for the Jaguars. 


OFFENSE Since 2008, when the Jags’ current playoff drought began, their 18.3 points- 
per-game average is third worst in the NFL. And since 2012, a year after Maurice Jones 
Drew won the rushing title, the Jaguars’ per-game rushing average of 92.1 yards is the 
league's worst. The Jaguars are counting on Leonard Fournette — who rushed for 3,830 
yards in three seasons at LSU — to impact both categories. The Jaguars selected Fournette 
fourth overall, and running backs taken that high have turned into Barry Sanders and Mar- 
shall Faulk — but also Trent Richardson and Darren McFadden. 

A one-man wrecking crew since he was in high school, Fournette will have to do the Jag- 
uars’ heavy lifting, because Bortles proved last year he wasn't ready for that task. Bortles had 
his 2018 contract option picked up on May 1, but it is guaranteed only for injury, meaning 
this remains his make-or-break season. If he wants to remain the Jaguars’ starter beyond this 
year, he must commit fewer turnovers (51 interceptions in 46 games) and be more accurate 
(58.8 career completion percentage). The Jaguars didn't draft a quarterback, which can be 
viewed as a vote of confidence or a sign Coughlin is merely waiting until 2018 to take one. 

‘The Jaguars believe they have provided Bortles with ample weapons. Now entering their 
fourth year, receivers Allen Robinson, Allen Hurns and Marqise Lee have shown flashes of 
consistent play, just not at the same time. Robinson and Hurns eclipsed 1,000 yards in 2015, 
but their numbers dipped because of extra attention (Robinson) and injuries (Hurns). Lee 
hasn't been able to use his speed to stretch the field. Although they enter as the top three 
receivers, rookie Dede Westbrook could become an option operating from the slot. After a 
rather ordinary junior season at Oklahoma — his first after transferring from junior college 
— Westbrook exploded for 80 catches for 1,524 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. His 
19.1-yard average was the best in college football for players with at least 75 catches. 

Getting more production from the tight ends would help matters on the outside. The 
Julius Thomas experiment failed, and he 


AFC SOUTH FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


COWNERICEO: Shahid Khan 

PRESIDENT: Mark Lamping 

EXECUTIVE VP FOOTBALL OPERATIONS: Tom Coughlin 
GENERAL MANAGER: David Caldwell 

STADIUM: EverBank Field [64,4281] 

SURFACE: Tifway 419 Bermuda Grass 
WEBSITE: www jaguars.com 

TICKETS: 904-633-2000 

TRAINING CAMP: EverBank Field 
Uacksonville, Fla.] 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Doug Marrone 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 1-1 

CAREER RECORD: 16-18 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Nathaniel Hackett 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Todd Wash 

‘SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Joe DeCamillis 
QUARTERBACKS: Scott Milanovich 

RUNNING BACKS: Tyrone Wheatley 

‘WIDE RECEIVERS: Keenan McCardell 

TIGHT ENDS: Ron Middleton 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Pat Flaherty 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Marion Hobby 
LINEBACKERS: Mark Collins 

‘SECONDARY: Perry Fewell 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


was shipped to Miami in exchange for a 
seventh-round pick. The Jaguars want their 


2017 SCHEDULE 


tight ends to be equally effective as receiv- 2016 
ers and blockers. Marcedes Lewis, the lon-  giuainaalbal Recor 
gest-tenured Jaguar with 11 seasons of ser- [aa au a 
vice, checks the blocking box, and the team [gaa a eed 
believes that former Raider Mychal Rivera SU Leeoamaeee ELEC °- eS 
* a Oct. at N.Y. Jets $-11 

can be an efficient receiver. 
pe estat \ Oct. at Pittsburgh 11-5 

Along the offensive line, there are issues. 

2 i rs Oct. 15 L.A. Rams 4-12 
Again. Branden Albert will the third left | Faepeteee otters Saltese 
tackle in as many years. The Jaguars drafted Te i : 

Cam Robinson — a three-year starter at Al- Nov. Cincinnati 69-4 
abama — in the second round to eventual- YAY Aan Wotetere 5-11 
ly replace Albert, but moving him to guard [RTE eee 1-15 
could be their top option this year. Center J at Arizona 7-8-1 
Brandon Linder is their best lineman, but | DSSMNENETIERETATS 00} 2-8 
the right side of guard A.J. Cann and tackle [DERE (10-5-1 
Jermey Parnell must be better this year. Nei- DSR EtEn :00| 9-7 
ther missed a snap in 2016, but they did miss [DECREE Maen 214 
plenty of blocks. Dec. at Tennessee E 9-7 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 
Total Total 
Offense | Defense 
314.7 (29)} 301.3 [1 
358.0 (11) 357.5 (20) 
347.7 (17]| 322.1. (7) 
329.3 (26)| 342.4 [11] 
372.6 (7)} 342.6 (12) 
262.7 (32]} 337.0 (9) 
364.4 (10]} 382.9 (30) 


Scoring 
Offense 


17.4 (28t) 
23.8 (14) 
21.4 (21) 
17.2 (30) 
24.9 (10t) 
14.0 (32) 
25.7 (8) 


Scoring 
Defense 


20.5 (11) 
23.6 (17) 
20.1, (9) 
25.6 (28) 
20.4 (10) 
26.6 (23) 
245 (22) 


356.9 (13} 
356.8 (14) 
311.0 (30) 
366.8 [9] 
364.4 (10) 
357.2 [12] 
314.7 (29) 
308.1 (31) 
358.0 [11] 


350.8 (17) 
347.1 (16) 
392.4 [31] 
305.2 [2] 
382.9 (30) 
318.7 (5) 
301.3 (1) 
406.4 (32) 
357.5 (20) 


20.3 (24) 
25.6 (9) 
16.5 (31) 
26.1 (6) 
25.7 (8) 
22.1 (18t) 
17.4 (28) 
19.3 (27) 
238 (14) 


19.7 (8) 
26.4 (29] 
28.3 (30) 
22.6 (14) 
24.5 (22) 
18.3 (3) 
205 (11) 
30.0 (32) 
23.6 (17) 
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— 

Se ential 
a 4 
Valet Shp tie 


“— 


JALEN RAMSEY 


Green Bay 
at LA. Chargers 
Baltimore 
Indianapolis 

at Chicago 
Oakland 

at Tennessee 

at Kansas City 
Houston 

at Detroit 

at Buffalo 
Denver 
Minnesota 

at Houston 
Tennessee 

at Indianapolis 


Qec, 11 
Dec. 18 
Dec. 24 
Jan. 1 


PASSING 

Blake Bortle 
RUSHING 

TJ. Yeldon 
Chris Ivory 
Blake Bortles 
RECEIVING 
Allen Robinson 
Margise Lee 
TJ. Yeldon 
Allen Hurns 
Jus Thomas 


KICKING: Jason Myers, 27-34 FGs, 29-32 PAT, 


SONS: Yannick Ngakoue, 8 
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23-27 
14-38 
W9 
30-27 
17-16 
16-33 
22-36 
14-19 
0-04 
19-26 
21-28 
10-20 
16-25 
20-21 
38-17 
20-24 


110 points. 


TACKLES: Paul Postuszny, 133; Johnathan Cyprien, 127 
Malik Jackson, 6.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Jalen Ramsey, 2; Telvin Smith, 2 


Team Offense Stal NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 334923 al 
Rushing wy 2 iV 
Passing 233.0 20 9 
Scoring 9% 3 
Third Down % 33) 29. 1 
Punt Returns 55 131115 
Kick Returns 238 17 4 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 376 3 
Rushit 1064 19 8 
Passing 262 3 
Scoring _ ee B 
Interceptions f 22 1b 
Sacks 31 7 
Turnover Differential -16 30 1h 


ALLEN ROBINSON 
a 


DEFENSE Atleast the Jaguars didn't fall in love with some of their misleading 2016 stats 
and stand pat defensively. Coordinator Todd Wash was retained, but myriad other changes 
occurred: Five new assistant coaches, new starters in Campbell (strong-side end), Church 
(strong safety) and Bouye (cornerback), as well as Myles Jack’s move to middle linebacker. 

‘The Jaguars tied for 19th in the NFL with 33 sacks; their seven interceptions were fewest 
in the NFL; and their 12 completions allowed of at least 40 yards tied for fifth most. It was a 
defense that was unable to generate consistent pressure on the quarterback, take the football 
away or prevent the explosive play downfield. The Jaguars spent accordingly. 

Up front, free agency and the draft have helped overhaul the line. Among the top eight 
linemen, only nose tackle Abry Jones played for the Jaguars before 2016. Added since then 
are Dante Fowler, Yannick Ngakoue, Sheldon Day and Dawuane Smoot in the draft and 
Campbell, Malik Jackson and Stefan Charles via free agency. Wash wants two-platoon 
depth, and the Jaguars have achieved that. Ngakoue, the starting weak-side end, led the 
team with eight sacks. His production could increase if Campbell — when he slides from 
end to tackle — and Jackson form a solid interior pass rush. 

‘The Jaguars’ starting linebackers will be the same as the end of last year, but Jack is now 
in the middle and veteran Paul Posluszny was moved to the strong side — and his playing 
time is expected to be greatly reduced. Jack showed his lights-out athleticism last year in run 
pursuit and coverage, but the Jaguars played him on only 25 percent of the snaps, unwilling 
to take Posluszny off the field. Telvin Smith remains at the weak-side spot and must reduce 
his missed tackle total (team-high 26 last year). 

Half of the Jaguars’ secondary is new. Bouye, following a breakout year in Houston, was 
one of the game’s top free agents, and the Jaguars poached him from their division rivals, 
Bouye will team with Ramsey to give the Jaguars one of the top cornerback duos in the 
league. Aaron Colvin is the favorite to play nickel, but Ramsey could also cover the slot 
receiver depending on the matchup. Tashaun Gipson returns as the free safety after a dis- 
appointing debut season marked by too many missed tackles and not enough takeaways. 
Church, the former Cowboy, was signed to replace Johnathan Cyprien, who was allowed 
leave via free agency. He signed with AFC South rival Tennessee. 

‘The major change Wash will make to the scheme is having Church and Gipson be inter- 
changeable, which will allow the Jaguars to be less predictable. 


SPECIALISTS ‘The Jaguars needed to do something to improve a special teams unit that 
committed 30 penalties last year (at least one in 15 of 16 games), allowed 12.5 yards per 
punt return and rarely flipped the field. New coordinator Joe DeCamillis, most recently 
with Denver and in his second tour with the Jaguars, was lured back to Jacksonville due to 
Coughlin’s commitment to special teams. 

Placekicker Jason Myers, punter Brad Nortman and long snapper Carson Tinker return 

in the same roles, but many faces will be new. The Jaguars signed Audie Cole, Josh McNary 
and Lerentee McCray in free agency and drafted Westbrook, Blair Brown, Jalen Myrick, 
and Marquez Williams in an effort to find some core special teams players. The Jaguars need 
to get more positive game-changing plays in the kicking game. 
FINAL ANALYSIS | Starting with the 2009 season, the Jaguars are 7-24 in September, a 
.226 winning percentage that is worst in the league. Slow starts have led to draft talk in No- 
vember, coaching changes in January and roster overhauls in March. If Fournette can lead 
the offense and the defense jells quickly, the Jaguars could finally start quickly and develop a 
buzz that has been lacking. But their streak of non-winning seasons will reach a full decade 
because the offensive line won't be able to protect Bortles well enough and the defense still 
doesn't produce enough of a pass rush. 
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10 Allen, Brandon B62 29 db c-16 


1 Arkansas Db-16 
5 Bortes, Blake 8 65 2 3 UF od Di-Sac-14 
7 Hee, Chad 0B 63 219 9 Michigan FAM? D2b-Mia-08 
RUNNING BACKS 24 

40: Bohanon, Tom FB 6-1 273 Wake Forest OF-NYI13 
230 Grant, Corey RB 5-1 20h 2 Auburn : Fhesac-15 

38 ory, Chis R60 2h 7 Tin FAWYI6 — FAND-TO 

1 eldon, TJ. RR 61 2% 2 Alabama 07-15 D2-Jae-16 
RECEIVERS. x’ ENTRY 

17 Benn, Arlius WR 62 22 6 Minis Fab 02-18-10 

14 Blackman, Justin WR 6-1 210 2 Oklahoma State 1-12 Di-Jac-12 
4 lis, Alex TE 64 2531 Tennessee = FA-16 FAten-16 
13 Green, Rashad WR 5-11 182 2 Florida State 5-16 06-Jac-16 
88 Huns, Allen WR 63 201 3 Miami Fath Flac 1d 
8 Koyack, Ben TE 65 269 1 NoteDane = D-15 O7-Sac-16 
11 Lee, Margise WR 60 700 3 USC iran D?-lac-14 
9 Levis, Macedes Te 66 mm 1 UGA 0-04 Di-Soc-06 
18 Pinkard, Lary WR 60 19% 1 Old Dominion FAL FAGB-15 

0 Rivera, Mycal TE 63 254 Tennessee FACGak-17-—— Dc -Dak-13 
16 Robinson, Allen WR 63 218 3 PemnState == Da-16dadacts 
87 Steting, Neal TE 6-4 286 2 Monmouth = DTa-15. a Jac-18 
81 Walters, Bryan WR 6-0 19 5 Comell Fab FASD-10 

14 Wynn, Shane WR5-6 1571 Indiana Fass Facts 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN x! ACQUIRED E Y 

74 Nbr, Branden T 65 9 Viginia T-Mia-Y7——b-KC-08 
70 Bowanko, Luke OL 66 06-3 Viginia 0-14 Db-Jac-14 
0 Cam, AL G 63 37 2 SouthCaoing 03-15 D3-Jac-15 
62 Kasia, ta OL 6-4 315 1 Olahoma Fab FaWas-16 
45 Linder, Brandon C66 3) 3 Miami 0-14 03-Jac-14 
71 Omameh Patick GM 6-4 3163 Michigan Fab FASE 

78 Parnell, Jermey T 66 33 6 OleMiss FaDal-15 — FA-NO-O9 

73 Poutas Jeremiah TW 65 352 Utah Fab 03-en-16, 
& Reed, Chis G 65 30) 2 Minnesota State FATS Fhe sac-15 
69 Shale, Iyer OL 63 306 3 Clemson FA Fh sac-14 
68 Wetord, East OL 6:3 300 3 James Matison FATT Di-Ai-t3 

72 Wels, Josh T 66 305 3 JamesMatison FA-1G Fhsac-14 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS x! ACQUIRED ENTRY 

96 Benet, Michael OT 62 23 2 OhinState 6-15 Db-Jac-15 
99 Campbell, Calais DE 68 3009 Miami Fach? D2-Ai-08 

96 Chaves, Stefan Dr 65 30 4 Regina au FAten-13 
92 Day, Sheldon DT 61 251 NoteDame = OL Dé-Jec-16 
5h Fowler Jc, Oante OE 63 2 2 Florida 1-15 Di-lac-15 
99 Goodman, Mallciah «DE 6-476 Clemson FAAIT ——Dla-At-13 
97 Jackson, Malik DL 65 300 5 Tennessee = FALDen-16-—DS-Den-12 
95 Janes, Ary OT 64 38 4 Geongia fA Fasac-13 
56 MoCray,Leentee OE 6-3 29k Flo FaBuLTT —FacDen-18 
91 Ngokoue, Yanick DE 6-2 246 1 Maryand 03-14 03-Jac-16 
74 Wi, Lois OT 62 31 3 NoteDame FAL D3-How-14 
66 Woodard, Jonathan = «DE 62711 CentralArkensas) 07-16 U7-Joc-16 
LINEBACKERS. (TEX! ACQUIRED ENTRY 

57 Cole, Autie B65 U8 5 NCState FAT O7-Min-12 
44 Jack, Myles iB 61 247 «1 UCLA 02-16 D?-Jac-16 
58 Ki, Raphael (B60 236 1 Miami Alb FAe-16 
48 MeNlary Josh B60 21 3 Amy FAdnd-17—Fltnd-18 

51 Poslusy, Paul 1B 6-2 232 10 PennState = FABUT-1—DZ-Bul-07 
52 Pulard I Hayes B60 my 2 US PS-CletS —D7-CletB 
56 Rush, Mareus 1B 6-3 2511 MichganStotePS-SF-16FASF-I5 

80 Smith, evn 1B 63 218 3 Florida State 5a-14——Da-Jac-14 
DEFENSIVE BACKS XP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 

71 Bouye, A. ce eo 1 4 UF FAsHoul?—— FaHou-13 
42 Church, Barry S 62 28 7 Toledo FAD? Ftal-10 
21 Colvin, Aaron CB 6-0 19 «3 Oklahoma DAG Dé-Jec-14 
3 Davis, keen CB 6-1 200 2 Memphis Fab FAWas-14 
239 Gipson, Tashan S 51 210 5 Wyoming FAle-16 —FCle-12 
16 Grant, Doran (8 510 200 2 © OhinState = FANG D4-Pit-4 
36 Howard, Tracy CB S10 1851 Miami WO? FAle-16 
Johnson, Josh CB 510 19 1 Purdue Fat FAS0-13 

10 Ramsey, Jalen Ch 62 2 1 FloidaState I-16 i-Jac-16 
28 Sample, James S62 29 2 Lovisvile 04-15 Dé-Jac-15 
5 Thompson, Peyton S 510 187 2 — SanoseState FA6 FAM? 

47 Wison, Jarrod 8 62 29 1 Michigan Fab Faac-1d 
‘SPECIALISTS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 

7 Myers, Jason K 510 19 2 Marist Fab Fake 16 
4 Novtman, Brad P 62 218 5 Wisconsin = FACarTb DbsCar-12 
46 Tinker, Carson 1S 60 239-4 Aabama Fata Packet 


WR 15 Allen Robinson 17 Arrelious Benn, 
WR 11 Margise Lee 13 Rashad Greene 
WR 88 Allen Hurns 12 Dede Westbrook (R} 
LT 76 Branden Albert 75 Cam Robinson [R) 
LG 77 Patrick Omameh 68 Earl Watford 

C 65_ Brandon Linder 69 Tyler Shatley 

RG 60 AJ. Cann 73 Jeremiah Poutasi 
RT 78 Jermey Parnell 70 Luke Bowanko 

TE 89 Marcedes Lewis 80 Mychal Rivera 


QB 5 Blake Bortles Chad Henne 
RB 27 Leonard Fournette (R] 24 T.J. Yeldon 


x 


DEFENSE 

DE 91 Yannick Ngakoue 56 Dante Fowler 
DT 97 Malik Jackson 94 Stefan Charles 
DT 95 Abry Jones 92 Sheldon Day 

DE 983 Calais Campbell 94 Dawuane Smoot (R) 
WLB 50 Telvin Smith 53. Blair Brown [R} 
MLB 44 Myles Jack 57 Audie Cole 

SLB 51 Paul Posluszny 45 Josh McNary 
CB 20 Jalen Ramsey 22 Aaron Colvin 

CB 21 AJ. Bouye 29. Josh Johnson 
FS 39 Tashaun Gipson 25 Peyton Thompson 
SS 42. Barry Church 23 James Sample 
SPECIALISTS 


K 2 Jason Myers 
P 3 Brad Nortman 


KR. 11. Margise Lee 
PR 13 Rashad Greene 


PLAYER MOVEMENI 


ey anoiTions kevtosses 

POS. PLAYER ‘2016 TEAM POS, PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
OT Branden Albert Miami DE Tyson Aualu Pitsburgh 
CB AJ. Bowe Houston CB Prine Amukamara Chicago 
DE Calais Campbell Avizona OT Kelvin Beachum NY Jets 
DT___ Stefan Charles Detroit CB___Davon House Green Bay 
§8___Bany Church Dallas OT Luke Joeckel Seatle 
1B Audie Cole Minnesota OT Sen'Derick Marks Free Agent 
LB Josh McNary Indianapolis OT Roy Mller Free Agent 
TE Mychal Rivera Oakland DE Jared Odrick Free Agent 
06 Eat Watford Aizona 1B Dan Skuta FreeAgent 


SCOUTING Ttit JAGUARS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP JACKSONVILLE “Their obvious problem 
is Blake Boriles and a subpar offensive line. This is a make-or-break 
year for Bortles, who must prove that he can play effectively early 

in games rather than just building stats in garbage time. ... They 
jumped all over Leonard Fournette at pick No. 4 with the belief he can 
make an immediate impact. .. They traded for left tackle Branden 
Albert to protect Bortles’ blindside and chose Cam Robinson in the 
second round as a possible tackle or guard. .. The Jags traded tight 
end Julius Thomas to Miami and added Mychal Rivera [Raiders] to 
complement Marcedes Lewis... Allen Robinson and Allen Hurns 

fell off in 2016 due to injuries and defenses adjusting to their styles, 
so they both need to respond in their respective fourth seasons. ... 
Tom Coughlin continued the Jaguars’ willingness to spend big in 

free agency when they added defensive end Calais Campbell and 
cornerback A.J. Bouye. ... On paper, this side of the football has vast 
potential, but they must create more pressure to increase their inter- 
ception production. ... With Bouye and Jalen Ramsey on the corners 
and veteran safeties Tashaun Gipson and Barry Church patrolling the 
middle of the field, the Jaguars should be comfortable in building 
eight-man fronts and blitzing when necessary. .. Everything is riding 
on Bortles, and everyone in the league knows it, so the scrutiny will 
be unrelenting from opening day.” 
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JAGUARS IN THE 


PLAYER POS 


DRAFT 


HT 


Leonard Fournette 6-0 228 
Cam Robinson 6-6 320 _ Alabama 
}._ Dawuane Smoot 6-3 264 Illinois 
Dede Westbrook 6-0 178 Oklahoma 
. Blair Brown 6-0 238 Ohio 
__ Jalen Myrick CB = 200 Minnesota 
Marquez Williams FB 5~' 260 Miami [Fla.) 


keep two fullbacks, 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


POZON THE MOVE A constant for the 
Jaguars since 2011 — besides losing 10- 
plus games and drafting in the top 10 — has 
been middle linebacker Paul Posluszny, 
who had more than 100 tackles in four of 
his first six years with the team. But the 
Jaguars, desiring more speed on the field, 
moved Posluszny to strong-side linebacker, 
opening the door for second-year man Myles 
Jack to play in the middle, Posluszny, in 

the final year of his contract, is likely a two- 
down player and called the position change, 
“the biggest challenge of my career.” 
FINDING A GROOVE Dante Fowler was 

the third overall pick in the 2015 draft, as 
the Jaguars selected him over Leonard 
Williams, Amari Cooper and Vic Beasley — 
three players who went in the top 10, Fowl- 
ers rookie year ended in mini-camp with 

a torn ACL. In 2016, he played 570 snaps 
and was unable to beat out rookie Yannick 
Ngakoue for the starting spot. Fowler has 
only four sacks — one solo in the last 14 
games — and needs to be more productive 
in 2017. The Jaguars gave him a non-verbal 
vote of confidence by not drafting a true 
pass-rushing end. 


FULLBACK IS BACK The Jaguars will have 
at least one fullback on the roster for the 
first time since 2014. Former offensive coor- 
dinator Greg Olson eliminated the spot from 
his system, allowing the Jaguars to keep 
another tight end or tailback. But the Jag- 
ars struggled in short-yardage situations, 
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usually having to move defensive end Tyson 
Alualu to offense. During the offseason, the 
Jaguars added two fullbacks, signing veter- 
an Tommy Bohanon and drafting Marquez 
Williams in the seventh round 


MCCARDELL JOINS STAFF The Jaguars 
dipped into their past to hire former coach 
Tom Coughlin as front office chief, and he 
was instrumental in the hiring of receivers 
coach Keenan McCardell, one of the best 
receivers in franchise history (499 catches 
in six years). McCardell will lead fourth-year 
receivers Allen Robinson, Allen Hurns and 
Marqise Lee while also developing rookie 
Dede Westbrook. McCardell’s previous 
coaching experience consists of two years 
apiece with the Redskins (2010-11) and the 
University of Maryland (2014-15). 

LONDON CHANGE-UP The Jaguars’ agree- 
ment to play one “home” game per season 
at London's Wembley Stadium has reached 
Year 5. In September, though, the Jaguars 
will play the week after traveling across the 
Atlantic. They play Baltimore in Week 3 in 
London and at the New York Jets in Week 4. 
The Jaguars are 2-2 in London. 

SLUMPING The Jaguars went 40-24 from 
2004-07 — highlighted by two trips to the 
playoffs — but have not had a winning sea- 
son since. They went 8-8 in 2010, the final 
full season of the Jack Del Rio era. Since 
10, they have not won more than five games 
in any single season and not finished higher 
than third place in the AFC South. 
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The Jaguars deserve high marks for their first two selections. Leonard Four- 
nette, the team’s first first-round tailback since Fred Taylor in 1999, will imme- 
diately step in and be the offense’s featured player and add a physical edge the 
entire franchise has lacked for years. Cam Robinson will eventually play left 
tackle, but if he doesn’t win a competition with veteran Branden Albert, mov- 
ing inside to guard could be an option. Over the final five rounds, though, the 
Jaguars ignored quarterback, offensive line, tight end and pass rusher. Dau- 
wane Smoot's numbers dipped as a senior for the Illini, but the Jaguars need- 
ed strong-side defensive end depth, Dede Westbrook fell into the fourth round 
because of character concerns, and it was a puzzling pick since the Jaguars felt 
that they were already flush with receivers. Blair Brown will likely be limited to 
special teams, and Jalen Myrick needs to beat out Josh Johnson for the back-up 
nickel back role. Marquez Williams has a chance to stick since the Jaguars could 


UMBERS TO KNOW. 


A league-high 19 percent of the 
Jaguars’ carries went at right end, 
more than double the league 
average. 


Jacksonville forced turnovers on 
a league-low 6.0 percent of the 
opponents’ drives, 


Jacksonville's defense faced 
play-action passes on 22 percent 
of plays, second-most in the NFL. 
But they allowed an average of 
just 6.0 yards on those plays, 
second best in the league, 


Fournette: Tom Lynn ; Jack: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


TENNESSEE 


© TITANS 


he Tennessee Titans made great strides in 2016, tripling their win total from a paltry 

three in 2015 to nine a year ago and very nearly earning the club’s first playoff berth 

since 2008. Now, as they enter 2017, the Titans appear poised to take the next step 

in the process and contend for the AFC South title. Tennessee has finally found a 
franchise quarterback in Marcus Mariota, and now general manager Jon Robinson is busy 
stockpiling weapons around him on offense and upgrading the defense and special teams 
units that struggled last season, 

If the Titans can address their weaknesses from a year ago, stay healthy, and at least main- 
tain the status quo, if not improve, in a few key areas, then a postseason berth could very 
well be in the offing for Tennessee. If that happens, it would signify that the long rebuilding 
task has finally been completed. 


OFFENSE Mariota built upon his rookie season with an outstanding 2016. He completed 
276-of-451 passes for 3,426 yards, making him the first Titan since Matt Hasselbeck in 
2011 to top the 3,000-yard mark. His 26 TD passes were most by a franchise quarterback 
since the team moved to Tennessee 20 years ago. The only downside was that for the second 
straight year, Mariota was not able to finish the season due to an injury. He broke his right 
fibula on Christmas Eve, and the injury required a plate to be surgically placed into the 
leg to help the healing process. Mariota might not do much in OTAs as the Titans will be 
careful regarding his recovery. Veteran Matt Cassel was re-signed to be the backup. 

While the Titans will go as Mariota goes, the running game and the offensive line also has 
a big say in the team’s success. DeMarco Murray came over from Philadelphia and led the 
AFC in rushing with 1,287 yards while scoring nine touchdowns. Tennessee also has Der- 
rick Henry to bolster the backfield, and the 2015 Heisman Trophy winner added 490 yards 
and five scores in spot duty behind Murray, That formula should continue in 2017, with 
Murray being the workhorse and Henry spelling him as a power and short-yardage back. 

‘The Titans overhauled the wide receiver position, spending two of their first three draft 
picks there. They chose Corey Davis of Western Michigan fifth overall and are hopeful that 
he can develop into the true No. 1 receiver that has been missing for many years. The Titans 
also drafted Taywan Taylor, a shifty speedster from Western Kentucky. He replaces the 
departed Kendall Wright in the slot and has deep route ability. Those two will mix in with 
Rishard Matthews and Tajae Sharpe to form the core of the unit. Matthews, a free agent 
from Miami, had a banner season in 2016, catching 65 passes for 945 yards and nine touch- 
downs. He is ideally a No. 2 receiver but was the top target a year ago. Sharpe started all last 
season as a rookie fifth-round pick and caught 41 passes. He will have to work hard to stay 
ahead of Davis and Taylor. Veteran Harry Douglas will need a strong camp to keep his spot. 

Tight end Delanie Walker was a Pro Bowler for the second straight season. Walker tied 
for the team lead with 65 catches and is still going strong at age 33. The Titans drafted his 
potential long-term replacement in Jonnu 


AFC SOUTH FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


CO-CHAIRS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Amy Adams 
Strunk, Susie Adams Smith 
PRESIDENT/CEO: Steve Underwood 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT/GENERAL MANAGER: 
Jon Robinson. 

‘VP OF FOOTBALL ADMINISTRATION: Vin Marino 
STADIUM: Nissan Stadium (69,143) 
‘SURFACE: Tifsport Bermuda Sod 
WEBSITE: www.titansonline.com. 

TICKETS: 615-565-4200 

TRAINING CAMP: St. Thomas Sports Park 
(Nashville, Tenn.) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Mike Mularkey 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 11-14 

CAREER RECORD: 27-46 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Terry Robiskie 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dick LeBeau 

SPECIAL TEAMS: Steve Hoffman 
QUARTERBACKS: Jason Michael 
RUNNING BACKS: Sylvester Croom 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Frisman Jackson 
TIGHT ENDS: Arthur Smith 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Russ Grimm 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Nick Eason 
LINEBACKERS: Lou Spanos 

SECONDARY: Deshea Townsend 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


Smith, using a third-round pick on a player 
wtho had been compared to Walker in dat FEU AS WU EA 2016 NFL RANKINGS 
evaluations. Phillip Supernaw could have a 2016 | Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
bigger role as a blocker, and the Titans are Date Opponent Record] Offense Defense Offense | Defense 
hoping ex-Jet Jace Amaro will improve his EaaauUMCE MEME 12-4] 973.3 (6) 375.1 (26) | 26.0 (7)| 24.1 (20) 
Biscidteetictigh to plnyabigntercll Sept. 17_at Jacksonville 3-13 | 334.9 (23)| 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
Other than pethaps running back, no po~ [FASE tay feet 12 ta sey et ae ps a 
sition |p ap under wens ce Diesen tanatot StMiani 10-6 | 3328 (24)| 382.6 (29) | 22.7 (17) | 238 (18) 
reationthanithe cise ee Nic Indianapolis (Mon.) 8-8 | 364.4 {10}] 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (8) | 24.5 (22) 
Te ce Sa ales SO EAS DD at Cleveland 4-15 | 311.0 (30}| 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (311 | 28.3 (30) 
strength last year. Nowhere was that more a 
evident than at tackle, where Taylor Lewan Baltimore 8-8] 347.7 (171| 3221 (7)] 21.4 (211 | 201 (9) 
better controlled his emotions and his tech- Cincinnati 6-9-1 | 356.9 (13]] 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7 (8) 
nique and made the Pro Bowl. Oppo at Pittsburgh (Thu.) 14-5] 372.6 (7) 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (100) | 20.4 (10) 
him, last year’s first-round pick Jack Conklin at Indianapolis 8-8 | 364.4 (10)| 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (8) | 24.5 (22) 
was an All-Pro as a rookie. Both those play- Houston 9-7 | 314.7 (29)] 301.3 (1) | 17.4 (28t) | 20.5 (11) 
ers should be cornerstones for years to come. at Arizona 7-8-1 | 366.8 (9)| 305.2 (2) | 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
On the interior, Ben Jones solidified center at San Francisco 2-14 | 308.1 (31)| 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (271 | 30.0 (32) 
after arriving from Houston. Jones commu- LA. Rams 4-12 | 262.7 (32)| 337.0 {9} | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) 
nicates the line calls and, along with Lewan, Jacksonville 3-13 | 334.9 (23) | 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (251 | 25.0 (25) 
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Minnesota i 16-25 
at Detroit W ah 
Oakland i) 10-17 
at Houston i 20-27 
at Miami ly 30-17 
Cleveland Vi) 28-26 
Indianapolis 26-34 
Jacksonville Mi 36-22 
atLA.Chargers 9B) 35-43 
Green Bay Mm 47-25 
at Indianapolis my 17-24 
at Chicago i 27-21 
Denver my 13-10 
at Kansas City my 19-17 
at Jacksonville | E 17-38 sets the tone with a physical style. The Titans found gold with undrafted Quinton Spain, 
Houston 217 who is a strong physical presence at left guard. Waiver pickup Josh Kline stepped in to 


replace the now-departed Chance Warmack and was solid at right guard. All five starters 
are back, which bodes well. The primary competition will be at the backup spots, with 
veterans Dennis Kelly and Tim Lelito battling Sebastian Tretola and rookies Brad Seaton 


2OIG INDIVIDUAL STATS and Corey Levin. The Titans would like Tretola to challenge at right guard. 


DEFENSE Defensively, the Titans made strides a year ago, but entering 2017, there is 
j AT COMP YOS TINT still work to be done. On the line, Jurrell Casey has been to two straight Pro Bowls and 
2 does yeoman’s work with his ability to gain leverage both against the run and rushing the 


ATT YOS AVG 1D passer. DaQuan Jones has been solid, if unspectacular, at the other end. In the middle, 
93 1087 44 9 the Titans booted veteran Al Woods and brought in Sylvester Williams from Denver to 
10 490 45 5 replace him. Austin Johnson, a second-round pick last year, figures in the mix both on the 
60 349 «58 2 nose and at end, End Angelo Blackson got good reviews in 2015 as a rookie but didn’t 
REC YDS AVG 1D seem to progress as much in Year 2. Veteran Karl Klug comes back from a torn Achilles 
65 945 145 and is a solid role player. The Titans are also high on Antwaun Woods and Mehdi Abdes- 


65 800 123 mad, both signed as undrafted free agents following the 2016 draft. 
Oo 23 ‘The Titans’ starting outside linebackers — Pro Bowler Brian Orakpo and Derrick Mor- 
W527 2 gan — combined for 19.5 sacks a year ago. Despite a combined 15 NFL seasons under 
Mo Mb 143 3 their belts, they remain a productive tandem who benefit from each other's presence. It 
6 710 140 0 is behind them that the Titans have concerns. Kevin Dodd was still struggling with his 
surgically repaired right foot as offseason work opened. Aaron Wallace held up well as a 
KICKING: Ryan Succop, 22-24 Fs, 39-41 PAT, 106 points rookie backup but is more ofan edge setter than a pass rusher. On the inside, Avery Wil- 
TACKLES: Avery Williamson, 104; Jason McCourty, 69 liamson isn't the ideal three-down linebacker, but his pass coverage improved. At the other 
SACKS: Brian Orakpo, 106; Derick Morgan, 9.0 inside spot, Wesley Woodyard is a solid, smart run stopper. With Sean Spence leaving as 
INTERCEPTIONS: Prrish Cox, 3; two players ied with? 4 free agent, rookie Jayon Brown out of UCLA could spell Woodyard in sub-packages. 
‘Tennessee's secondary was, in a word, terrible last year and has been undergoing an up- 
grade. Veteran Jason McCourty was cut after battling injuries the past couple of seasons. 
McCourty’s leadership will be missed, but his play had slipped over time. The Titans 
moved on from Valentino Blake, and the starting corners for 2017 will be two newcom- 
ers. Logan Ryan comes over from New England, and first-round pick Adoree’ Jackson 


emmmrrermrarmng of USC figures to start on the other side. Both can play inside in the slot as well. The 
Total 00 «tT 5 ‘Titans like Ryan’s makeup and also the fact that he comes from a winning culture in New 
Tsing Gain a England. Veteran Brice McCain was so-so, playing the nickel and some on the outside. 
Pasi eh ih Tennessee also believes reclamation project D’Joun Smith, a former third rounder of the 
sening ieee Colts, can provide depth. Johnathan Cyprien comes over from Jacksonville and will start 
Ak ee ae at strong safety. Kevin Byard, who did lots of blitzing as a rookie, probably moves to his 
Paice i ao more natural free safety/center field type position in Year 2. Depth here is a questionable. 
Kick Returns Tile Zone 12 SPECIALISTS Placekicker Ryan Succop had an outstanding year, with his only two 
CreETEETETmrrn field goal misses coming from beyond 50 yards. Brett Kern placed 32 of his 77 punts 
a Fie inside the 20 and averaged 44.2 yards per punt.’The coverage and return units got needed 
Rushing ee upgrades. The Titans added former Raiders special teams standouts Brynden Trawick and 
Passing 169.2 0 7] Daren Bates, plus ex-Falcons returner Eric Weems and Jackson, their second first-round 
Soong Be 116 ai} draft pick, to provide more explosiveness on returns. 
Interceptions 2 118 m0 FINAL ANALYSIS — Nothing short of the postseason will be acceptable for the Titans 
Sacks a % 2 in 2017. Last year’s major leap forward was an indication that the rebuild is on track, and 
Tumover Differential = 0TH. al the Titans believe it is time to realize the fruits of those labors by reaching the playoffs for 


the first time in nine years. 
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2017 VETER! 


\N TITANS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
V6 Cassel, Matt 8 kh 8 12 USC FaDal-16 —D/-NE-S 
Marita, Marcus OB Gh 722 2 Oregon 0145 Di-Ten-16 
11 Tanney, lex OB 6-4 7202 Monmouth) FA-15 FAKC-12 
RUNNING BACKS POS HT WT _ EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
32 Fluelen, David RRS 721 Toledo FAS FANG 
48 Fowler, Jalston FB OS-11 254 2 Alabama D4b-15 Déb-Ten-15, 
20 Hem, Destick RR 63 271 Alabama Wels Dae Tent6 
2) Murray, DeMarco RB 6-1 220 6 Oklahoma TPhi-16 03-Dal-11 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
88 Amaro, Jace TE 65 745-3 TexasTech = WANV-N6D2-NYJ+14 
4 Cunningham, Jerome TE 6-3-2502 ~—*S. Connecticut St, W-NYJ-16 —_FA-NYG-14 
83 Douglas, Harry WR 6-0 183 9 Lovisvle Fass OA 08 
17 Krause, Jonathan WR 5-11 190 1 Vanderbilt Fat FArcle-\4 
18 Matthews, Riad = WR 6-027 ‘Nevada FAcMia-I6—D7b-Mia-12 
165 Maye, WR 58 191 1 Minnesota Fab FA NYG-16 
10, McBride, Tre WR 6-0 210 2 William & Mary — 07-15, OF-Ten-15 
5 Semisch Tim TE 68 275 1 Northen nos FA-17 FheMiac15 
19 Sharpe, Tjae WR 6-2. 19 1 Massachusetts D5a-1é——_—DbaTen-14 
89 Supernaw, Philip TE 6-5 2483) Ouachita Baptist. FA-15 FasHou-12 
82 Walker, Detnie TE 6-2 148 11 Centr Missouri FA'SF-13.——D6-SF-06 
14 Weems, rc WR 59 196 10 Bethune-Cookman FAAIGT? FAA? 
8} Barton, Kai 6 63° 318 1 MoganState FAG FaPhist4 
78 Conkin, Jack T 4 308 1 MichiganState 01-16 O1-Ten-t6 
40 Jones, Ben C63 908 5 Gengia Foul Dha-Hou-12 
71 Kal, Dennis GT 68 3 5 Purdue TPH DB-Phi12 
‘64 Kline, Josh G 63 300-4 Kent State WANE-16 FANE-T3 
Lelito, Tim GC 6-4 315 = 4 Grand Valley St, FA-NO-17 FANO-13 
77 Lewan,Faylo T 67 3093 Michigan m4 Di-Ten-14 
48 Marz Ter 1 67 316 1 Wisconsin Fast FaTen-t6 
6 Matis, Josue GT 65 9091 Fla State FAB FATon-16 
7 Spain, Quinton G64 9902 —WestVignia FAIS Fae 15 
79-Tretola, Sebastian Gok 3h 1 Mansa 6-16 ben 16 
XP_COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
92 Abdesmad, Meh DE 6 784-1 Boston College FA-16 FAton-t6 
96 Blackson, Angelo OE 64 318 2 Adburn Dia-t5———Dha-Ten- 
99 Casey, Juell OE 61 36 6 USt 031 O3sTen-1t 
94 Johnson, Astin DL bh 314 1 PennState 02-16. ———DhTen-16 
90 Jones, DaQuan OL 6-4 322-3 Penn State Dha-14 Dha-Ten-14 
97 Klug, Karl OL 6-3 278 6 Lowa 05-11 5-Ten-11 
72 lyons, Caushaud OE 6-5 7861 Tusculum A? FAAB5 
96 Willams, Sylvester NT. 6-239 & Noth Caroling FADen-17/—DI-Den-13 
78 Woods, Antwaun NE 61 3B 1 USC FA FAten-16 
LINEBACKERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
5 Bates, aren WS 5 & Alun FAakel7— FRAAR-13 
5 Brown, Kourtnel OLB 6-4 2591 Clemson Fa FASF-12 
5 Clot, Reshard (B 6-2 2 1 SouthFlorida = FA-I7 Dé-Hou-15 
99 Dodd Kevin O18 65 2771 Clemson O1a-16 ———Dta-Ten-16 
91 Morgan, Derrick OLB 6-4 = 26) 7 Georgia Tech 01-10 Oi-ten-10 
98 Orakpo, Bian OW 64 2878 Tomas FA‘Was-15—D1-Wos-09 
50 Palmer, Nate 1B 6-2 248 4 MMtinois State W-68-16 (06-68-13 
57 Staples, Justin 1B 6-4-2453 Minis FAVA FACleTd 
AV Taai JR O18 6-2 2) 1 Use FAs FAcen- 15 
52 Wallace, Aaron Ol 6:2 242 1A Oral ‘Dfa-Ten-16 
4 Williamson, Avery (Bb 4b 3 Kentucky 05-14 Dp-Ten-14 
59) Woodyard, Westy 1B 6-0 2839 Kentucky FADen-t4 —FA-Den-08 
DEFENSIVE BACKS POS HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
31 Byard, Kevin SSM 22 1 Middle Tennessee 03-16 Di-Ten-16 
37 Cypvien Johnathan «= S077 kW Fi-Joc-1—— Dbdar-13 
0 Hurst, Demontre OB 5-10 191 3° Oklahoma FACHI-T FACS 
13 MeCain, Brice B59 1M 8 Utah FAcMia-T6——Db-How-09 
37 Reed, Kalan CB 5-1) 192 1 Souther Miss O7b-16-———Ob-Ten-16 
35 Riley, Curtis DR 6-0 190 2 FresnoState —FA-16 FATen-15 
26 Ryan, Logan CHEM 15 4 Rutgers PANETT D3a-NE13 
21 Searcy, DaNonis S511 207 6 NorthCarotina —FA-Buf-15——O4-But-1T 
36 Sims, LeShaun CB 6-0 2031 Southern Utah 05-16 ———Gb-Ten-16 
20 Smith, Ooun CB SM 193 2 FloridaAlantic —FA-16 D3-Ind-15 
33 Shith, ye C8 6-0 195 1 Towson FA? D5-Sea-15 
41 Tawick, Brynden S62 15 4 Ty FacQak7— FABal-13 
‘SPECIALISTS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
48 Brinkley, Beou 1S 64 2605 Missouri fal? FAten-12 
6 Kern, Brett Po 62 2h 9 Toledo W-Den-09 ——FADen-0B 
4 Succop, Ryan K 6:2 218 8 SouthCartna —FALTA 7-kc-09 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
WR 18 Rishard Matthews 19 Tajae Sharpe 
WR 84 Corey Davis [R] 13 Taywan Taylor (R) 
LT 77 Taylor Lewan 71 Dennis Kelly 
LG 67. Quinton Spain 62 Corey Levin (R) 
Cc 60 Ben Jones 68 Tim Lelito 
RG 44 Josh Kline 79. Sebastian Tretola 
RT 78 Jack Conklin 73 Brad Seaton (R) 
TE 82 Delanie Walker 87 Jonnu Smith (R) 
TE 89 Phillip Supernaw 88 Jace Amaro 
QB 8 Marcus Mariota 16 Matt Cassel 
RB 29 DeMarco Murray 22 Derrick Henry 
DEFENSE 
DE 99 Jurrell Casey 97 Kart Klug 
DT 9% Sylvester Williams 94 Austin Johnson 
DE 90 DaQuan Jones 95 Angelo Blackson 
OLB 91 Derrick Morgan 52 Aaron Wallace 
ILB. 59 Wesley Woodyard 55 Jayon Brown (R} 
ILB 54 Avery Williamson 50 Nate Palmer 
OLB 98 Brian Orakpo 93 Kevin Dodd 
€B 26 Logan Ryan 23. Brice McCain 
CB 25 Adoree’ Jackson (R) 36 LeShaun Sims 
FS 31 Kevin Byard 21 Da'Norris Searcy 
SS 37. Johnathan Cyprien 41 Brynden Trawick 
SPECIALISTS 
K___4 Ryan Succop _ KR_14 Eric Weems = 
P 6 Brett Kern PR 14 Eric Weems 
PLAYER MOVEMENT (itched 
POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
Key ADDITIONS (3) CB Valentino Blake NYY. Giants 
POs, PLAYER 2016 TEAM TE Anthony Fasano. Dolphins 
LB DarenBates__—_Oakland Rashad Johnson Fae Agent 
§ Johnathan Cyprien Jacksonville CB Jason MeCourty Free Agent 
Gi Tim ns ~_Ihianapois 
(8 Logan Ryan aw England ~Inianapois 
5 BiyndenTawick Oakland $__aimion Stafford Fee Agent 
Chanoe Warmack Philadelphia 
OT AlWoods Indianapolis 
Kendal Wight Chicago 


SCOUTING THE TITANS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE 


UP TENNESSEE “Everything went accord~ 


ing to plan under first-year general manager Jon Robinson until the 
Game 15 fibula fracture suffered by franchise quarterback Marcus 
Mariota, The idea going into 2016 was to build the offensive line and 
develop a ground game to take some pressure off their second-year 
signal caller. It worked to the tune of Tennessee finishing third in the 
league in rushing, third in third-down percentage and first in red-zone 
scoring via touchdowns. Mariota has remarkably thrown 33 touch- 


downs in the red zone ag 


jainst zero interceptions — so he truly values 


the football, .. DeMarco Murray enjoyed a bounce-back season, and 


look for Derrick Henry to 


get more touches this year, too. .. In the 


draft, Robinson chose Western Michigan's Corey Davis at No. 5 overall 


to become Mariota’s first 
center and Taylor Lewan 


option... The line is set with Ben Jones at 
and Jack Conklin at the tackles. ... On de- 


fense, the Titans added Sylvester Williams [Broncos} in free agency... 
Brian Orakpo and Derrick Morgan combined for 19.5 sacks from their 
outside linebacker posts, while Avery Williamson turned in another 
solid season from the inside. .. After being 30th in the NFL in passing 
yards allowed, they signed cornerback Logan Ryan from the Patriots 


and strong safety Johnat! 


han Cyprien from the Jaguars, plus drafted 


Adoree’ Jackson. ... The Titans improved their turnover margin from 


minus-14 to even in 2016. 


. If they can get that number to the plus side, 


this team is better than a legitimate playoff contender.” 
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sey: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


Davis: Western Michigan At 


© 


COLLEGE 


TITANS IN THE 


POS 


DRAFT 


Ais 6-3 209 Western Michigan 
1,_Adoree’ Jackson CB 5-10 186 USC 
3._ Taywan Taylor WR 5-11 203 Western Kentucky 
3._Jonnu Smith TE 6-3 248 FIU 
5._Jayon Brown 1B 6-0 226 UCLA 
6._Corey Levin GC 6-4 307 Chattanooga 
~7._ Josh Carraway OLB 63242, TCU 
7._ Brad Seaton To 6:70 5310 Villanova 
7. KhalfaniMuhammad RB 5-9 ‘175 California 


The Titans showed last year that they were not afraid to insert rookies into the 
lineup. Tennessee started two rookies on offense (Jack Conklin, Tajae Sharpe) 
and three more on defense (Kevin Byard, Austin Johnson, LeShaun Sims] at the 
end of the year, with a few others being used as role players. This year, several 
more fresh faces will be counted upon from the start. Corey Davis and Adoree’ 
Jackson should both plug and play and could be impact players at positions of 
need, thanks to their speed and athleticism. Jackson will also be used on special 
teams in the return game. Taywan Taylor could find himself as the team’s pri- 
mary slot receiver with his ability to make plays down the field. Jonnu Smith can 
have some impact if his in-line blocking is adequate. Jayon Brown will battle for 
the inside linebacker position in the team’s nickel package. Corey Levin has the 
ability to play multiple positions on the interior of the line. Josh Carraway was a 


WIDE NET Tennessee Titans general 
manager Jon Robinson doesn't mind 
looking in different areas to find the right 
fits for his football team. Of the nine players 
chosen by the Titans on draft weekend, five 
came from non-Power 5 conferences. The 
Titans took players from Western Michigan 
(Corey Davis), Western Kentucky (Taywan 
Taylor], Florida International (Jonnu Smith), 
Chattanooga (Corey Levin} and Villanova 
(Brad Seaton]. "I tell all these guys when | 
talk to them, whether they played at some 
big school or some small school, we don’t 
care where you came from,” Robinson says. 
“If you can play football and if you'll buy into 
our philosophy and our style of football, you 
can play for the Tennessee Titans. 

LOOKING ELSEWHERE As for players 

from the power conferences, three of the 
four players the Titans selected from the 
major schools came from the Pac-12 [USC's 
Adoree’ Jackson, UCLA's Jayon Brown and 
Cal's Khalfani Muhammad) while the other 


was from the Big 12 (Josh Carraway of TCU). 


The Titans did not draft a single player from 
the SEC or the Big Ten, two conferences 
generally regarded as the most talent-tad- 
en in recent years. It marked the first time 
since 1979 that the franchise had failed to 
take at least one player from the SEC or the 
Big Ten ina draft. 


CHECK THE TAPE Two players in the Titans’ 
nine-member draft class from 2017 actually 
knew each other before they became team- 


productive player at TCU, 


mates in Tennessee. Jackson, a cornerback 
from USC, and Muhammad, a running back 
from Cal, have competed against each other 
since high school in both football and track 
Muhammad, who ran a 4.34 in the 40-yard 
dash on his pro day, says he routinely beat 
Jackson when the two ran track against 
each other in high school and college. “I 
grew up with him, running track and playing 
football,” Muhammad says. “Last time we 
raced he did get me, but the majority of the 
time | won. He'll tell you, you can look it up. 
There is video.” 


SPECIAL OPENER The season opener 
against the Oakland Raiders will be a home- 
coming of sorts for a pair of Titans new- 
comers. Linebacker Daron Bates and safety 
Brynden Trawick both signed with the Titans 
in the offseason after being with the Raiders 
last year. The Titans signed both players for 
their special teams prowess. 


WALKING WOUNDED Quarterback Marcus 
Mariota wasn't the only Titan who spent 
time on crutches due to an offseason sur- 
gery. Tennessee coach Mike Mularkey had 
surgery on his foot and was seen at some of 
the pro days evaluating college talent either 
on crutches or with his foot in a walking 
boot 


SOPHOMORE SURGE Mariota threw 26 
touchdown passes in his second season, 
the most for the franchise by a quarterback 
since Hall of Famer Warren Moon had 33 for 
the Oilers in 1990. 


MBERS TO K 


The Titans allowed a league- 
worst 9.9 receptions per game 
and 86.9 yards per game to No.1 
receivers, 


The Titans also allowed a league- 
worst 66.3 yards per game to No, 
2 receivers, though 7.3 receptions 
per game was only second worst. 


The Tennessee offense scored 
an average of 5.7 points per 
red-zone opportunity, the best in 
the league. 


JURRELL CASEY 
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DENVER 


BRONCOS 


on Miller remains the face of the Denver Broncos. Like most of the team’s best 
players, he is a wrecking ball on defense. The Broncos make quarterbacks’ lives mis~ 
erable, either through Miller's pass rush or the clingy coverage of the “No Fly Zone” 
secondary. 

‘The concern centers on the offense and whether the Broncos have a quarterback capable 
of winning a championship. New head coach Vance Joseph inherited a team that won a Su- 
per Bowl just two years ago, calling his challenge a “reboot, not a rebuild.” General manager 
John Elway and the Broncos assembled a star-studded offensive staff — former offensive 
coordinators Mike McCoy, Bill Musgrave, Jeff Davidson and Geep Chryst — with hopes of 
caffeinating an attack that was difficult to watch for long stretches last season. Not only did 
the defending champion Broncos miss the playoffs, but they also were pushed around. In 
order to avoid a repeat, Elway added beef along the offensive and defensive lines and drafted 
players with “attitude, who hate to lose.” The road back to the playoffs for the sixth time in 
seven seasons begins in the trenches. 


OFFENSE The Broncos’ offense was forever developing last year but never emerged. Den- 
ver had the fourth-most three-and-out drives and ranked 27th in rushing yards and 26th 
in red-zone touchdowns. 

This season figures to be less futile. The optimism begins at quarterback. Trevor Siemian, 
8-6 as a first-year starter with 18 touchdowns and 10 interceptions, underwent surgery on 
his non-throwing left shoulder but missed no offseason workouts. He earned teammates’ 
respect with toughness — he was named a midseason captain — and for his ability to digest 
the playbook and apply information quickly. The belief is that the new offense will benefit 
Paxton Lynch more than Siemian. However, Siemian remains excited about the attack. 
“There are a lot completions in this offense,” he says. There will also be more freedom to 
audible — a Siemian strength — at the line of scrimmage. Lynch impressed teammates 
with his maturity in the offseason. After what amounted to a near-redshirt season, Lynch 
believes he can win the starting job in an offense that has deep ball routes and spread for- 
mation concepts more similar to what he used in college. 

With less zone blocking and more power schemes, the Broncos will look to “impose their 
will” up front, according to Joseph. CJ. Anderson, a bowling ball with legs who excels in 
yards after contact, enters a crossroads season. Can he be a bell cow or just a complementary 
back along with former Utah star Devontae Booker and newly acquired Jamaal Charles? 
‘The addition of Charles, a five-time 1,000-yard rusher in Kansas City, gives the Broncos a 
veteran who can diversify the offense with his ability to catch the ball out of the backfield. 

‘The entire offseason makeover focused on fortifying the line with first-round left tackle 
draft pick Garett Bolles and free-agent signings Ron Leary (right guard) and Menelik 
Watson (right tackle). The new offensive scheme calls for quarterbacks to release the ball 
quickly, which will help the line and reduce 


AFC WEST FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATI 


OWNER: Pat Bowlen 


PRESIDENT/CEO: Joe Ellis 

EXECUTIVE VP OF FOOTBALL OPERATIONSY/GM: 
John Elway 
DIRECTOR OF FOOTBALL ADMIN.: Mike Sullivan 


STADIUM: Sports Authority Field at Mile High 


(76,125) 


SURFACE: Kentucky Bluegrass 


WEBSITE: www.denverbroncos.com 
TICKETS: 720-258-3333 


TRAINING CAMP: Paul D. Bowlen Memorial 
Broncos Centre (Englewood, Colo.) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Vance Joseph 


RECORD WITH TEAM: 0-0 


CAREER RECORD: 0-0 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike McCoy 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Woods 


SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Brock Olivo 
QUARTERBACKS: Bill Musgrave 
RUNNING BACKS: Eric Studesville 
WIDE RECEIVERS: Tyke Tolbert 

TIGHT ENDS: Geep Chryst 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Jeff Davidson 
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LUNEBACKERS: Reggie Herring 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS: Fred Pagac 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Marcus Robertson 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


hi ber of sacks. 
Look fr a steady diet of bubble screens ] UZAMSIO a I 


to receiver Demaryius Thomas and more anon pate 
motion and varied routes from Emmanu- [RS See 
el Sanders. Joseph has challenged Thomas [aig ‘ 
a S75 pt.17 Dallas 13-3 
to be a star, and that starts with shrinking Sept.24 at Buffalo Q 19 
his alarming number of drops the past two Oakland 25| 12-4 
seasons. Sanders has been the Broncos’ most HE 
reliable weapon and says the new offense re- [PEE EN WAGES 30 | 11-5 
minds him of “the wide receiver heaven” ap- [OPA etr Tes 25| 5-11 
proach used in 2014, For Sanders and Thom-  [ORSRUMEEREEROAL EN 8:30 | 12-4 
as to re: heir potential — say, 1,200-plus XMM amen en ne) F 1-9 
yards receiving — they need help in the red QRS B 14-2 
zone. That's where the selection of Michi- Nov, 19 Cincinnati a 6-9-1 
gan tight end Jake Butt comes into play. If /DEYMRASETUENELE) :25| 12-4 
he recovers from his second ACL surgery |PEGMIRMEMMIEIUT :00| 10-6 
and returns in October, Butt provides size /PEGHRIUMIYNAITS 205) 5-11 
and mismatches inside the 20 that have been PEMRMEOSUNERECOIERRLTAD 8:25 | 8-8 
lacking since the departures of Julius Thomas ASAE UPL 00) 8-7-1 
and Wes Welker. Dec. 31 Kansas City i 12-4 


Total 
Offense 
356.8 (14) 
376.7 (5) 
354.1 (16) 
373.3 (6) 


330.7 (25) 
356.8 (14) 
343.0 (20) 
337.4 (22) 
386.3 (4) 
356.9 (13) 
373.3 (6) 
332.8 (24) 
329.3 (26) 
364.4 (10) 
403.4 (3) 
343.0 (20) 


Total 
Defense 


347.1 (16) 
343.9 (14) 
357.0 (19) 
375.1 (26) 


339.7 (10) 
347.1 (16) 
368.5 (24) 
342.8 (13) 
326.4 (8) 
350.8 (17) 
375.1 (26) 
382.6 (29) 
342.4 (11) 
382.9 (30) 
377.9 (28) 
368.5 (24) 


Scoring 
Offense 


25.6 (9) 
26.3 [5] 
24.9 (10t) 
26.0 (7) 


19.4 (26) 
25.6 (9) 
24.3 (13) 
22.9 (16) 
27.6 (3) 
20.3 (24) 
26,0 (7) 
22.7 (17) 
17.2 (30) 
257 (8) 
24.8 (12) 
24.3 (13) 


Scoring 
Defense 


26.4 (29) 
19.1 (5) 
23.3 (16) 
24.1 (20) 


178 (2) 
26.4 (29) 
19.4 (7) 
20.7 (12) 
15.6 (1) 
19.7, (8) 
24.1 (20) 
23.8 (18) 
25.6 (28) 
24.5 (22) 
23.9 (19) 
19.4 (7) 
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LB VON MILLER * 


Sines) Carolina 
Srieitie) Indianapolis 
Silvie) at Cincinnati 
Oct. 2 at Tampa Bay 
UE Atlanta 
URE) at LA. Chargers 
UWE Houston 
(MRT) LA. Chargers 
COVA) at Oakland 
UTNE) at New Orleans 
TVET) Kansas City (ot) 
LER) at Jacksonville 


C.J. ANDERSON 
= 1 


DEFENSE The narrative that the Broncos defense failed to live up to expectations makes 
for great talk radio, but it doesn't follow the numbers. The Broncos’ defenders rank as the 
UPA) New England primary reason Denver finished with a winning record and even sniffed the playoffs. The 
UTA) at Kansas City Broncos produced 50 three-and-out drives and held opponents to the fourth-fewest points. 
Tim) Oakland V However, room for improvement exists under new coordinator Joe Woods. 

‘The Broncos addressed their primary weakness — porous rush defense. They signed free 
agents Domata Peko, a nose guard who is attempting to reverse the decline he showed last 
season in Cincinnati, and Zach Kerr, a meaty lineman who can play inside or outside in the 
Broncos’ scheme. Last season, only defensive end Derek Wolfe stopped the run with any 
consistency. End DeMarcus Walker, the team’s second-round selection from Florida State, 
will be counted on as a rotational player who can provide an inside pass rush on third down 
and more production than Adam Gotsis delivered last year as a rookie. 

Woods and Joseph plan to be less predictable on first drives, where the Broncos allowed 
a stunning 55 points, tied for second worst in the NFL. 

Stopping the run remains paramount. The Broncos need a bounce-back season from 
linebacker Brandon Marshall, a sound tackler in space who was sabotaged by a hamstring 
injury. If the Broncos force teams into third-and-longs, it plays into their strengths: pass 
rush and coverage. 

Domaryius T 1,083 Miller is eyeing NFL Defensive Player of the Year honors after losing by one vote to 
7) 1082 13 Oakland’s Khalil Mack. Outside linebacker Shane Ray, who brings elite first-step burst, will 

! 166 be counted on as the retired DeMarcus Ware's primary replacement. 

Virgil Green 2 27 108 ‘The Broncos will attempt to become only the second NFL team to lead the league in 

Jordan Norwood Aare pass defense in three consecutive seasons. As safety Darian Stewart put it, “We are ready to 


EAI at Tennessee 


PASSING 
Trevor Siemian 
Paxton Lynch 
RUSHING 
Devontae Booker 
C.J, Anderson 
Forsett 
RECEIVING 


(OKING: Brandon McManus, 29-34 FGs, 32-38 PA, be legendary.” Cornerback Chris Harris provides versatility, excelling at slot coverage, and 
119 points Aqib Talib is aging like Benjamin Button, producing his best season a year ago as he turned 
s into turnovers. Safety'T,J. Ward, a team leader, provides thump in 


TACKLES: Todd Davis, 97; T.J. Ward, 87 film study and tendens 
} coverage and can play in the box as a linebacker i 


led. 


SPECIALISTS Brandon McManus has been a steady contributor, maybe even a life raft 
for the struggling offense. He has not missed a kick under 40 yards, converted eight from 


2016 STAIS 50 yards or longer and served as a weapon with booming kickoffs the past two seasons. 


Punter Riley Dixon overcame a slow start to finish with a 45.7-yard average and the best 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank net average (41.3) by a rookie in NFL history. The Broncos desperately need a boost on 
Total 423127 M4 punt returns. It was so bad at one point that Talib pushed returner Jordan Norwood off the 
Rushing ne 7 i field. The Broncos loaded up on candidates in the draft, led by shifty Isaiah McKenzie and 
Passing 703 T2110 playmakers Carlos Henderson and Brendan Langley. 

Seoviig IND FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Broncos measure themselves in division titles and Super Bowl 


crowns. Last season's disappointment cannot be overstated. To rank among the AFC elite 
again, they must stop the run and establish a ground attack. The former allows their gnarly 
defense to take more chances. The Broncos are 9-0 over the past two seasons when they 


Punt Returns 85 15 6 
Kick Returns ea 6 


Team Defense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank score a defensive touchdown. Offensively, the focus will center on the quarterback. Can 
Total 316.1 4 1 either Siemian, the slight favorite, or Lynch take more chances while still taking care of the 
Rushing 1303 28 3 ball? Joseph wants a physical running game to ease the pressure on the quarterbacks. 

Passing 1858 1 1 Joseph will be counted on to help unify a locker room that showed fissures last year be- 
Scoring SiH CSCKCSC‘ cause of the offense’s shortcomings, while also stressing a tougher mentality. He’s not afraid 
Interceptions iy 7 to hold players accountable. He inherits several motivated veterans who are still seething 
SRG ne 1 over missing the postseason. The Broncos look like a nine-win team, but the players dismiss 
Twenover Differential +2 113 18 such pessimism, “I feel like our urgency is there,” Talib says. “In all honesty, I don't think 


our urgency was there last year. We were kind of in recovery mode. Our urgency is back.” 
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Tim Umphrey 


‘12 lynch, Paxton OB 6-7 hh 
13 Siemian, Trevor 8B 63 720 
72 Anderson, C) RR 5B 22h 
7 Booker, Devontae Re S41 219 
% Charles, Jamaal. RBOS-1 199 
32 Janovch, Andy B61 8 
40 Thompson, Juvan AR SA 206 
18 Brown, Marton WR 65 26 
83 Dery, A TE 65 288 
16 Fowler, Bennie WR 61 212 
£5 Green, Vigil Te 65 288 
2 Hoverman, Jeff TE 65 188 
4 Ktiege-Coble,Hemy TE 208 
14 Latimer, Coy WR 62 216 
19 Raymond, Kali WR 59 160 
10 Sanders, mmanvel WR 5-11 180 
81 Scheu, Steven Te 65 8 
17 Sharp, Hunter WR S11 198 
87 Taylor, Jordan WR 65 210 
88 Thomas, Demaryius = WR 63729 
8 Tayo, Astin Te 63 285 
56 ay dillon c bh om 
53 erent, James 62 188 


c 
74 Garcia, Max 6 
45 Leary, Ronald 6 
40 McGovern, Connor 6 
4 Murray, Justin 1 
6 Paratis, Matt C63 300 
74 Sambrailo, Ty fT 
79 Schofield, Michael 
1 
6 
1 


71 Stephenson, Donald 
70 Tame, Billy 
7 Watson, Menelik 


93 Crick, Jared DE 6-4 205 
99 Gotsis, Adam DE 6-4 287 
92 Kerr, Zach O 62 3M 
94 Poko, Oomata Oo 63 38 
90 Pek, Kyle NT 6-1 305 
9V Raciti, Travis DL 6-4 306 
96 Richardson, Bobby OE 63 26 
96 Wolfe, Derek OE 65 25 
LINEBACKERS 

50 Anderson, Zaire Ne S11 220 
48 Barret, Shaquil OLB 6-2 280 
51 Davis, Todd NB 6-1 230 
59 Dora, Vontarrus OB 6-4 256 
91 Edebali, Kasim DE 6:2 253 
49 Gause, Quentin B60 23 
54 Marshall, Brandon WB 6-1 250 
58 Miller, Von OB 6-3 250 
52 Nelson, Corey WB 6-1 206 
54 Ray, Shane OB 6-3 25 
46 Syndr, Kevin 1B 6-2 05 


DEFENSIVE BACKS. 


37 Doss, Lorenzo CB S11 187 
5 Hants J, Chis CB 10 199 
239. Ninon, Taurean ce 5-10 187 
34 Parks, Will S61 1% 
29 Roby, Bradley CBS 194 
31. Simmons, Justin S$ 62 m2 
26 Stewart, Darian S St m4 
21 Tali, Agib CB 61 205 
43 Ward, TJ, S 540 200 


9 Dion Riley Pbk 2 
42 Kreiter, Casey 
8 McManus, Brandon kK 63 20 


ENTRY 
Memphis D6 Di-Den-t6 
Northestem 073-15 O7a-Den-16 

ENTRY 
California FATS FA-Den-13 
Utah ui-16 Dé-Den-6 
Texas FAKC-IT —da-KC-08 
Nebraska Dba-16 Déa-Den-16 
Dake Fath FADen-1h 
COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
Georgia FAT6 FA-Bal-13 
Arkansas TNET6——D6-NE-5 
Michigan State FAA FAen-14 
Nevada O7a-t1——Ofa-Den-t1 
Ohiostate 03-15 03-0en-15 
towa Fats FAten-16 
indiana 214 O2-Den- 
Holy Cross FANG FaDen-t6 
SMU FAP FiO 
Vanderbilt Fats FANET6 
WahStale FAB FAhi-16 
Rice FAB FaDen-16 
Georgia Tech Dta-10.——‘Dta-Den-10 
Wisconsin fab Faal-14 
COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
Mississippi State FAAS Fa-Den-15 
tov Wows FAHou-14 
Flovida Ditb Dé-Den-16 
Memphis FADal17 — Faal-12 
Missouri D516 O-Den-16 
Cincinat Fab FAten-16 
GhiseState 6-4 Db-Den-té 
Colorado State 02-15 O2-Den-t6 
Michigan 03-14 03-Den-t4 
Oklahoma FAKC-16—D-KC-12 
Noth Dakota St, WeBal-16—O3-Mia-14 
Florida State 02-13 D2-Dak-13 
COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
Nebraska FArHoulé—Dée-Hou-12 
Georgia Tech 02-16 De-Den-6 
Delaware Feind-1?— Falnd-14 
Michigan tote FACin-17——D6-Cin- 06 
OregonState FAG FaDen-16 
San Jose State FAT6 FAPhi-15 
Indiana FA FANOIS 
Cincinat Ute-12——Oea-Den-12 

LEGE ACQUIRED 
Nebraska FAB FAeDen-15 
Colorado State FAG FADen-14 
Sacramento State W-NO-16 —FALNO-16 
Louisiana Tech FATS FAen-16 
Baston College FALNO-17——FALNO-14 
Rutgers fab FAPHI-16 
Nevada fad 5-Jac-12 
TeesA@M OL Di-Den-M1 
Oklahoma ord Dr-Den-s 
Nissour 05 O1-Den-t5 
Rutgers fab FAet-15 
COLLEGE _ ACQUIRED 
Tulane 165-15 
Kansas Fal fiDen-11 
Tulane W715 ——_—O7b-Den-t5 
Arizona O6b-16 ‘D6b-Den-16 
Ohiostate = DI-14 OI-Den-14 
Boston Cllege 03-16 03-Den-16 
South Carina FA-Bal-1B—_FA-LARAO 
Kansas FANE-14 1-18-08 
‘Oregon FaCle-1402-Ce-10 
AC ENTRY 

Syracuse ot U7-Den-t6 
towa Fab FaDal-4 
Temple TAVG-1A Pn13 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


WR 88 Demaryius Thomas 87. Jordan Taylor 

WR 10 Emmanuel Sanders Carlos Henderson (R] 
iT Garett Bolles (R} 71 Donald Stephenson 
LG 76 Max Garcia 460. Connor McGovern 
C61 Matt Paradis 53. James Ferentz 
RG 65 Ron Leary 79. Michael Schofield 
RT 75. Menelik Watson 74 Ty Sambrailo 

TE 85 Virgil Green 83 AJ. Derby 

QB 13. Trevor Siemian 12 Paxton Lynch 

RB 22 C.J, Anderson 23 Devontae Booker 
FB 32 Andy Janovich 40. Juwan Thompson 


Derek Wolfe 92 Zach Kerr 
Domata Peko 90. Kyle Peko 

DE 93 Jared Crick DeMarcus Walker (R] 

OLB 58 Von Miller 48. Shaquil Barrett 

IL 54 Brandon Marshall 52 Corey Nelson 

ILB 51 Todd Davis 50 Zaire Anderson 

OLB 56 Shane Ray 59 Vontarrius Dora 

CB 21 Agib Talib 39. Taurean Nixon 

CB 25 Chris Harris 29 Bradley Roby 

SS 43 TJ. Ward 34 Will Parks 

FS 26 Darian Stewart 31. Justin Simmons 

SPECIALISTS 

K 8 BrandonMcManus KR Brendan Langley (R] 

P 9 Riley Dixon PR Isaiah McKenzie (R] 
PLAYER MOVEME 
ey appiTions @) Ker Losses @ 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
RB__JamaalCharles __Kansas City OT Russell Okung __LA. Chargers 
OLB Kasim debali New Orleans OLB DeMarcus Ware Retired 
OL__Zach Kerr Indianapolis OLB _Dekoda Watson___San Francisco 
0G RonLeary Dallas CB _Kayvon Webster LA. Chargers 
NT Domata Peko Cincinnati NT Sylvester Wiliams Tennessee 
OT___Menelik Watson Oakland 


SCOUTING THE BRONCOS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP DENVER “John Elway has already 
announced that there will be an open competition at the quarter- 
back position between unheralded Trevor Siemian and last year’s 
first-round choice, Paxton Lynch. Internally, they were pleased with 
Siemian’s progress and the way he handled the job and his team- 
mates. However, Lynch brings more raw potential to the table but 
must do better in the communication and execution phases of his 
game. ... Denver will have a backfield-by-committee approach in 2017 
with C.J. Anderson, Devontae Booker, rookie De’Angelo Henderson 
and former Chief Jamaal Charles, signed right after the draft... 
Wideouts Demaryius Thomas and Emmanuel Sanders both suffered 
through injury-plagued 2016 seasons. ... The offensive line is where 
their major issues are, and they tried to address the left tackle spot 
by drafting Utah's Garett Bolles in the first round. They hope he can 
start right away... The defense will go through a major transition 
from coordinator Wade Phillips to Joe Woods and a subtle change in 
scheme. .. Still, Von Miller is at the top of his game as a pass rusher, 
and Shane Ray continues to get better since being drafted in 2015, 

... Unheralded linebacker Todd Davis is an unknown to the fans, but 
he is a productive player. ... Regardless of who calls the defense, 

this team has rushers and cover people with tons of versatility in 

the secondary with Chris Harris, Aqib Talib and Bradley Roby. Like 
Houston, the Broncos are a legitimate contender if they can get any 
level of consistent quarterback play. The problem is that it's extremely 
difficult to manage a quarterback competition while having everyone 
else focus on winning.” 
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CUSTOM INK Von Miller spent the 2016 
offseason traveling, filming commercials 
and performing on “Dancing With the Stars,” 
With his schedule returning to normalcy, 
Miller paid homage to two things of great 
meaning to him: the state of Texas and 
Super Bowl 50. In April, Miller got two huge 
tattoos on his legs. His right quadriceps 
shows the state of Texas, where he grew 
up. His left thigh features the Super Bowl 
50 trophy with "MVP" stenciled below with 
Miller's autograph. “I finally had time to do 
it,” Miller says. 


BOWL THEM OVER C.J. Anderson plays 
running back like a bowling ball with legs. 
He excels in yards after contact, His style 
mirrors one of his favorite hobbies: bowling. 
He has developed into a legitimate bowler 
and competes in the offseason. He finished 
second in a doubles competition in Arkansas 
in the spring and recorded a high game of 
270. “I've made some tournaments,” he 
says. "| have missed some cuts, coming 
close. Those PBA guys are really, really 
good. I'll find my way there. My goal is to 
make my first PBA cut.” 

‘SPARE HAT Fullback Andy Janovich plays 
violently. He punishes defenders. And equip- 
ment. Janovich busted four facemasks and 
cracked two helmets as a rookie last season 
after similar collisions in college. The 
Broncos quickly learned how to deal with it. 
“They keep an extra helmet on the sidelines 
ready for me,” Janovich says. 


PLAYER POS COLLEGE 
2, DeMarcus Walker DE 6-4 280 Florida State 
3._Carlos Henderson WR 5-11 199 Louisiana Tech 
3._ Brendan Langley (ni) a Lamar 
4, Jake Butt TE 6-6 250 Michigan 
5._Isaiah McKenzie WR 5-7 72a Georgia 
6. De’AngeloHenderson RB 5-7 208 Coastal Carolina 
7._ Chad Kelly QB 6-2 224 Ole Miss 


In arguably his most important draft as GM, John Elway continued to fortify 
the offensive and defensive lines while adding speed on special teams. Garett 
Bolles, who dominated in his only season at Utah, will be counted on to start as 
a rookie, although DeMarcus Walker, as a rotational player, could have the most 
impact this season. Isaiah McKenzie can and should spark the special teams. 
The X-factor of the class remains Jake Butt, who tore his ACL in Michigan's 
Orange Bowl loss to Walker's Florida State team. If his knee proves healthy, he 
could help solve the team’s problems in the red zone, providing a mismatch and 
a reliable weapon for a young quarterback. Speaking of young quarterbacks, 
Chad Kelly put up big numbers at Ole Miss prior to going down with a torn ACL 
late in his senior season, The injury, plus some character concerns, caused him 
to drop all the way to the seventh round (and the final pick of the draft]. As a 
whole, this draft landed foundational pieces, but it will ultimately be graded ona 


scale based on Bolles’ career. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


LET IT SNOW When the Broncos drafted 
rookie DeMarcus Walker, he was angry. 

He seethed over having eight pass rushers 
selected before him. Then when arrived 

at Dove Valley, he melted. Sort of. Having 
grown up in Jacksonville, Fla., and attended 
Florida State, he had never seen snow. “As 
the plane was landing in Denver, | had no 
idea what | was seeing. It was just white 
everywhere on the ground,” Walker says. 
As Walker walked into the team parking 
lot, he stopped to make his first snowball. 
He needs practice. It was roughly the size 
of a beach ball. He roared in approval as he 
tossed into to the ground. 


TRUE FAN Don't call Broncos safety T.J. 
Ward a bandwagon fan. He has long been 

a follower of the Golden State Warriors. 
Before Steph Curry. Before Klay Thompson. 
Ward, who grew up in the Bay Area, attends 
several Warriors games per season. He 
loves the team so much he has a huge War- 
riors tattoo on his ribcage. 


JOB DUTIES Vance Joseph made his way 
from defensive backs coach to a coordina- 
tor to the Broncos’ top job, but his current 
position brings unique challenges. He had 
no idea of the stuff that comes across the 
coach's desk. He's been asked for decisions 
on travel, hotels, locker room decorations — 
well, everything. "The color of the walls, the 
carpet, those things | had no idea that they 
fell on my plate. | don't care. | just want to 
coach football, but it does fall on your plate.” 
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CHRIS HARRIS 
— wr 


The Denver defense finished 
second in defensive Adjusted 
Sack Rate, sacking opposing 
quarterbacks on 76 percent of 
their pass attempts. 


The Broncos stopped a league- 
low 11 percent of runs against 
them at or behind the line of 
scrimmage 


Just 51 percent of runs by the 
Broncos on third-and-short, 
fourth-and-short and goal-to-go 
achieved a first down or touch- 
down, the fourth-lowest rate in 
the league. 


~ 


Bolles: Peter Brouillet; Harris: Tim Umphrey 


KANSAS CITY 


‘e# CHIEFS 


n John Dorsey and Andy Reid the Chiefs trust. Kansas City has reached the playoff in 
three of four seasons since hiring Dorsey as general manager and Reid as head coach — 
aremarkable turnaround after four postseason appearances in the 17 previous seasons. 

‘The Chiefs broke Denver's five-year stranglehold on the AFC West and are coming 
off back-to-back playoff appearances for the first time 1995. Kansas City should sustain that 
momentum for at least one more season behind a ball-hawking defense and good-enough 
offense, but the question is whether that formula can succeed in the playoffs. So far, it hasnt. 

It’s been 48 years since the Chiefs reached the Super Bowl, and the clock is ticking on 
several key veterans — including quarterback Alex Smith (33) and linebackers Derrick 

Johnson (34) and Tamba Hali (33). 


OFFENSE Smith isa polarizing figure in title-starved Kansas City despite a 41-20 record 
in four seasons. Only New England’s Tom Brady (47) and Seattle's Russell Wilson (45) 
have more wins during that span. Still, fans openly wonder if Smith, who is regarded as 
a risk-averse game-manager, can win a Super Bowl, Smith threw for a career-high 3,502 
yards last season, but his touchdown (3.1) and interception percentages (1.6) were his worst 
during his time in Reid's offense. Nonetheless, Smith’s age and big cap number, not fan 
handwringing about his style, drove the Chiefs’ decision to draft a quarterback — Texas 
‘Tech gunslinger Patrick Mahomes IT — in the first round for the first time since 1983. 
Mahomes isn’t ready to start, but the Chiefs are gambling that, after studying under Smith 
and learning from Reid for at least one season, he can become a franchise quarterback. 
Meanwhile, Smith remains the best hope for a Super Bowl run in the short term. 

First-team All-Pro Travis Kelce, who brings most of the swagger to Kansas City’s offense, 
headlines the pass-catching corps and shows no signs of slowing down. He led all NFL 
tight ends with 1,125 yards last season, but the Chiefs need more production from their 
wide receivers. That starts with a healthy Jeremy Maclin, who missed four games last season 
with a groin injury and posted career lows of 44 catches, 536 yards and two touchdowns. If 
Maclin rebounds, it should aid the continued development of other receivers — particularly 
Chris Conley (44 catches for 530 yards) and Albert Wilson (31 catches for 279 yards). 

‘The wild card is Tyreek Hill, a speedster who racked up 61 catches for 593 yards with six 
scores and added 267 yards with three touchdowns rushing plus incredible special-teams 
value. It will be a treat to watch Reid deploy Hill now that the coach has a feel for all that 
he can do. 

Hill will remain a factor in an otherwise pedestrian ground game. Running back Spencer 
Ware was fine with 214 carries for 921 yards and three touchdowns, but backup Char- 
candrick West averaged only 3.3 yards on 88 carries. That's a big reason why Kansas City 
invested a third-round pick in Toledo’s Kareem Hunt. Don't be shocked if Hunt assumes a 
feature role now that the franchise's all-time leading rusher, Jamaal Charles, is gone. 

Kansas City’s line — Eric Fisher, Zach 


AFC WEST FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


CHAIRMAN/CEO: Clark Hunt 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Nagy 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bob Sutton 
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ASSISTANT HEAD COACH: Brad Childress 
RUNNING BACKS: Eric Bieniemy 
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LINEBACKERS: Gary Gibbs 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Emmitt Thomas 
CORNERBACKS: Al Harris 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


Fulton, Mitch Morse, Laurent Duver- STTEIFLIANINCS 
ee 2077 501i) er a 
intact. Parker Ehinger, who started four |TReaumOrpenenys Time |Record| Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
games at left guard last season before suffer- FAME MM NEM eMMUM) 8:30 | 14-2] 3843 (4)| 3264 (8) {276 (3)] 156 (1) 
ing a torn ACL, could supplant Fulton. Sept. 17 Philadelphia 4:00) 7-9 | 337.4 (22) 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
DEFENSE ‘The Chiefs have been a top- [SCREEN MMOLE Cemmmm 4:25 | 5-11] 356.8 (14)] 947.1 (16) | 25.6 (9) | 26.4 (29) 
10 scoring defense four consecutive seasons, [LGaMMMIECMMPICMNGEMBIm 8:30] 8-7-1} 403.4 (3}] 977.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 
Kansas City finshed seventh lst year (19-4 ARR i25| 11e5| ares i sa tal co | 208 i 
a de: . 15 Pittsburg 0: -5| 372 : : . 
pe) enddet te NY See ee CMR eM MUA Mm 8:25 | 12-4 | 373.3 (6)] 375.1 (26) | 26.0 (7) | 24.1 (20) 
nae Tieaan (lee), Johnson (ruptured Oct. Denver (Mon.) 8:30 | 9-7 | 323.1 [27] 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) | 18.6 [4) 
left Achilles) and defensive end Allen Bailey Nov. at Dallas 4:25 | 13-3 | 376.7 (5)| 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5) | 19.1 {5} 
(torn pectoral) — to injury. Nov. 19 atN.Y. Giants 4:00 | 11-5 | 330.7 (25)| 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8. (2) 
‘The Chiefs’ $101 million man, Houston, AVP aeMielG 1:00 | 7-9 | 354.1 (16)] 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (10) | 23.3 (16) 
Jed the NFL with 22 sacks in 2014, but a DRIER Nae 1:00 | 5-11 | 329.3 (26)| 342.4 (11) | 17.2 (30) | 25.6 (28) 
knee injury cost him 16 games the last two /TPSNRTINCETent} 1:00} 12-4| 373.3 (6)| 375.1 (26) | 26.0 (7) | 24.1 (20) 
seasons. He returned early from a February [PRI Wer ire cetal 8:25 | 5-11 | 956.8 (14)| 347.1 (16) | 25.6 (9) | 26.4 (29) 
2016 ACL repair, but Kansas City expects Dec. Miami 1:00 | 10-6 | 332.8 (24}] 382.6 (29] | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) 
the best version of the QB menace in 2017. | EERSEYNEWPEnTSs 4:25 | 9-7 | 323.1 [27] 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) | 18.6 (4) 
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2016 RESULTS 


LA. Chargers lot) 33-27 
at Houston 12-19 
NY, Jets 6-3 
at Pittsburgh 14-43 
at Oakland 26-10 
New Orleans 21-21 
at Indianapolis. 30-14 
Jacksonville 19-14 
at Carolina 20-17 
Tampa Bay Wo 
at Denver (at) 30-27 
at Atlanta 29-28 
Oakland 2-13 
Tennessee 119 
Denver 33-10 On the other side in Sutton’s 3-4 system, Hali is no longer an every-down guy, but he 
at LA. Chargers 31-27 still has a place with his motor and locker-room presence in rotation with Dee Ford, who 
EASON had a breakthrough season with 10 sacks, 
Pittsburgh B 16-18 Johnson — who ruptured his right Achilles’ tendon during the 2014 season-opener — 
didn't miss a beat coming back from injury the first time and is determined to do it 


He'll be paired inside with a seasoned version of Ramik Wilson, who was released 
training camp and spent six weeks on the Chief practice squad before starting the final 
fi ing third on the team in tackles (76) in 2016, 
ley — a hulked-out 5-technique who averaged nearly 40 tackles and 
cks in two previous as a starter — bolst unit that lost Pro Bowler 
Dontari Poe. Nose tackle Bennie Logan, who spent the |: s in Philadelphia, 
was signed to anchor the three-man front, Regarded pper, Logan (6'2", 
315) isn’t as hefty as Poe (6'3", 346), but he could thrive in Ka City’s 3-4 system. He 
ged 56 tackles in 2014-15 in a similar scheme, but his production lagged when the 


‘ATT COMP YDS _1D_INT 


Alex Smith 

Nick Foles 
RUSHING 

Spencer Ware 
Charcandrick West 
Tyreek Hil 


Sasa rookie) i iathe Goucunner forthe athecend spot, but the progr 
second-round pick Tanoh Kpassagnon (Villanova) bears monitoring in training 
Is 8 1,12 ‘The Chiefs’ secondary is in great shape, anchored by five-time Pro Bowler and two- 
Tyreek Hill oo time reigning first-team All-Pro strong safety Eric Berry, who signed a massive offseason 
Jeremy Mactin 4h 8X6 contract extension less than two year beating cancer, Berry has averaged 78 tackles 
4 S30 and three interceptions in his five full NFL seasons with a prope game-changing 

plays, such as the point-scoring INTs at Carolina and Atlanta | son that turned 
around Kansas City’s fortunes. Once a coverage liability, Berry has improved against the 
KICKING: Cairo Santos, 31-36 FGs, 46-39 PAT, 129 points pass but remains at his best as a downhill-charging thumper paired on the back end with 
TACKLES: Derick Johnson, 90; Eric Berry, 77 the versatile Ron Parker, a converted cornerback turned steady and underrated free safety. 
SACKS: Dee Ford, 10.0; Justin Houston, 4.0 It’s up for debate whether Berry or Marcus Peters, one of the NFL's top shutdown cor- 
INTERCEPTIONS: Marcus Peters, 6; Eric Betty, 4 the team’s best defensive back. Peters has snagged a league-best 14 interceptions 
joining the NFL, allowing Kansas City to play more man coverage than any other 


team in the league, He's highly competitive Chiefs feed off that fire, 
2016 SIA Steven Nelson logged the third-most snaps for Kansas City’s defense last season opposite 


Peters. He's something ofa Swiss Army Knife, sliding inside for the nickel sub-package with 


y fe 


Spencer Ware 33 447 
Albert Wilson x 7 90 


3 I — Terrance Mitchell as the second boundary corner, Mitchell was productive with six passes 
é ine ao a t defended in seven games. Phillips Gaines and Kenneth Acker provide veteran depth. 
= Pasig mo 9~S*«S SPECIALISTS The Chiefs have the league's most dynamic return specialist in Hill, 
$ Searing ua 13 6 who scored an NFL-best three return touchdowns and led the league with a 15.2-yard 
5 Third Down % 38.0 Tid at} punt return average as a rookie. Hill — who has clocked a 4.24-second 40-yard dash — 
z Punt Returns fate 1 was a controversial addition in 2016 because of a prior conviction for domestic assault and 
® Kick Returns 23.6 q 5 battery by strangulation of his then-pregnant girlfriend in December 2014, but there's 
S . nothing controversial about his game-breaking ability. 
é eAthena SSA ELBA RO Punter Dustin Colquitt boasts a net average of better than 40 yards in each of the last 
3 Total 3685 4 six seasons and hasn't had a punt returned for a touchdown since 2012. Fourth-year Tu- 
. sig ant is t lane product Cairo Santos is the most accurate kicker in Chiefs history at 84.3 percent. 
St ae FINAL ANALYSIS'. ‘Staying Healthy is imperative; but: Dorsey shas constructedsa deep 
5 Interceptions itieatia att roster, and Reid has shown he can navigate into the playoffs. But the Chiefs are 1-3 in the 
E Sacks 2 2 B postseason under Reid and must advance further or risk a minor rebuild, turning the reins 
Fl Tumover Differential +16 TI ai) over to Mahomes as part of a youth movement. Expect the lame-duck Raiders to mount 
& = the biggest challenge to the Chiefs’ AFC West supremacy. 
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2017 \ETERAN CHIEFS ROSTER 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY OFFENSE 
‘i ene o a " i ge uae Hie WR 19. Jeremy Maclin 10 Tyreek Hill 
smith, Alex 5-4 tat -SF- -s a f 
8 Stave Joel 08 6-4 ZA Wisconsin. ——_FA-16 FAM i v paris Ganley 2B oer Eo 
RUNNING BACKS: POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY LG 79 Parker Ehinger 68 Mae 
43 Ratele, Wil FB 5-9 756 —1—NovthDakota.—FALI7 FACALT6 eet ing Me oreo 
31 Reaves, Darin Reo 5-10 712 UM FAIS FaCar 1d C 61 Mitch Morse 73 Zach Fulton 
42 Sherman, Anthony FB 5-10 242 «= & Connecticut TAD D5-AN-11 RG 76 Laurent Duvernay-Tardif 73 Zach Fulton 
2 pe ts at EA ft ee RY, Le RT 71. Mitchell Schwartz 75 Jah Reid 
fare, Spencer 5 : Seas " i i 
435 West Chacandick RB 5-10 2053 Ailone Chistian FAcWé——FRC-14 ue i Hatelele a Pamels Hares HIRI 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
17 Conley, Chris WR 63 2052 (Geugia 03-15 D33-K0-15 FB 42 Anthony Sherman 32 Spencer Ware 
9 Escabat Gavin TE b-6 70 4 SanDiego tate FA-Dal-17-—D2-Dal-19 RB 32. Spencer Ware 27, Kareem Hunt [R} 
85 Hammond Jt, Frankie «= WR 6-1. 184 3a 13 FALKC-14 
U Haris, Demetrius TE 67 230 3 Wisc-Milvaukee FA-13 FAKCI3 DEFENSE 
iM He Ma mt . t Lae ae Dias DE 97 Allen Bailey 92. Tanoh Kpassagnon [R} 
nes, Seantavus 5 aldosta State FA 0 i 1 
87 ele, avis TE 65 260 4 Cincimati U3e-19 ta KC-13 wv ae Bennie Loser Hi Raheem Nunez potas 
19 Maclin, Jeremy WR 6-0 198 = 8 Missouri FAPhi-TS ——DI-Phi-09 noes ve STE 
80 O'Shaughnessy, James TE 6-425 2~—slinois State =——OSb-15 5b-KC-15 OLB 50 Justin Houston 51 Frank Zombo 
4 Robinson, Demarcus. «WR 6-1 2081 Floida Died ——Dae-KE-16 ILB_ 56 Derrick Johnson 59. Justin March-Lillard 
ie Tie Nein = “4 i : Een ete her ILB 53 Ramik Wilson 48 Terrance Smith 
avis, Ross 7 16 ean Stale KC i 
12 Wilson, Albert WR 59 100 3 GeorgiaState FAIA FALKC-14 s Peete z ae el 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY CB 20 St Nel 39. Te tee Mitchell 
62 Battle, Isaiah Ol 67 20 1 Clemson FA? ‘SDS-LAR-15, Sos eaath (sr: itches 
87 Cheek, Joseph OL 67 3 1 Texas gM Flb FA-NO-16 SS 29 Eric Berry 49. Daniel Sorensen 
6 Deve, Jordan G 6&6 320 3 Memphis WSF-16—FlsBl-1a FS 38 Ron Parker 21 Eric Murray 
76 Duwernay Todi, lauent G65 32) 3 Mebill Déb-té bb. KC-14 
79 Ehinger, Parker OL 66 3101 Cincinnati Dia-té ———Dha-KC-16 SPECIALISTS 
72 Fishes, ic T 67 3158 4 Cental Michigan 01-13 O1-KC-13 F f 
73 Futon, Zach OL 6-5 316 9 Tennessee Obatd Dba KC-14 K 5. Cairo Santos KR 10 Tyreek Hill 
66 James, Josh O 65 34 1 Caroll FAT FA-GB-16 P 2 Dustin Colquitt PR 10 Tyreek Hill 
1 Morse, Mitch Cb 2 Missou 02-15 OL-KC-15 
8 Person, Mike OL 6-4 300 6 MontanaState —FA-16 Ors 
75 Rei, ah T 6) 3 6 UF Fab D3-Bal-1 PLAVER MOVEMENT 
7) Schwartz, Mitchell = T6520 5 Calitonia Alb OL-Cle-12 
70 Witamann, yan T 67 320 2 ScuthDakotaSt. WeDal-16—FALGB-I6 Key appiTions Key Losses (©) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY. POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
97 Bale, Allen 1 63 28 6 Mami Dab-1O3b-KC=T1 i 
7 Barnes, DL &7 36 3. GeomaTech «= FANG Fda i ul a jas a sanoal aes a ana 
74 Hughes, Montori DL 6-4 350 4 —Tennessee-Martin. 4-17 O6-Ind-13 ase 2210! ORIOLES: AEEENE) 
94 Jenkins, Janis DL 6-4 3006 Clemson Fats O2-Was-11 S____Marqueston Huff Baltimore DE __Jaye Howard Chicago 
0 Johnson, Cory DT 6-2 81 Kentucky fAtb Failed OT Bennie Logan Philadelphia TE James O'Shaughnessy New England 
95 Jones, Chris DL 6-6 3101 Mississipi State 2-16 O7-KC-16 RBC. Spiller NY.Jets DT Dontari Poe ‘Manta 
98 King, David DL G4 28-2 Oklahoma W-Sea-16—O7-Phis13 
0 Logan, Bennie 62 35 4 FAPhi-I7 —03-Phi-t3 
99 Nunez-Roches, Rakeem DL 6-2 307-2 Southern Miss 6-15 D6-KC-15 SCOUTING THE CHIEFS 
LINEBACKERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
57 Alexander, 0.) (Bo 6-2 233 2 Oregon State ——Oha-15, 6a-KC-15 OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP KANSAS CITY “Andy Reid has consis- 
55 Fart, Des (62 2 9 Abu O14 DIKE tently proven to be one of the top NFL coaches of this generation with 
eee RE a a ee gy bebe his success in Philadelphia and now Kansas City. The naysayers will 
Leen (ch Er ere ane me point to no Super Bowl wins, and that is the very reason they boldly 
lle Derek oa eo ee De moved up in the first round to grab quarterback Patrick Mahomes 
89 March-Lillard, Justin 1B 6-0 222 2 Akon FAIS FAKES of Texas Tech. ... Alex Smith is ideal in this West Coast system, but 
52 Nicolas, Dad (8 63 79 1 Vigna Teeh = Dbb16———Oh-KC-16 he might be too conservative with the football to get the Chiefs past 
ig J ar g iefs p: 
44 Okine, Ea (B64 201 Plvida Fels Fa-Hou-13 New England in the AFC, hence the ‘redshirt’ for Mahomes in 2017 
eWay ae a esa a Had with an eye toward inserting him into the lineup as a second-year pro. 
$1 Zombo, Frank 1B 63 25 7 Central Michigan FA-13 FAGB-10 ” Pee ea rnc mecreren etal Unt sean eee 
Pears Te asad He Cali ee, 
oT hie tena a TI ee ee Travis Kelce is one of the best in the league, period. ... The offensive 
Bashy, DeVante DB 6-2 190 1 Pittsburg State FAChi-17—FALKC-16 line is adequate as a collective unit, but left tackle Eric Fisher is just 
2 Bern, ie S 60 212 7 Tennessee 01-10 O1-KC-1D not good enough. ... Jeremy Maclin is still their go-to guy, but the 
3 Gaines, Phillip CB 6-0 193 3 Rice 03-14 O3-KC-14 Tyreek Hill gamble paid off with his 61 catches and six touchdowns as 
43 Hal, Jimmy S61 202 Novthwestern FATE FA-Oak- 15 a rookie. ... Defensively, Kansas City let Dontari Poe walk and added 
sa ais Lo tains Fe Hl Bennie Logan from the Eagles. ... The coaching staff expects Chris 
25 Hut, Marqueston S511 1% 3 Wyoming FABal47——DdTen-14 i ence t6 darrinete BitticHT= COHEN TERA TEA GL Gan ste 
39 Mitchel Terance CB 511 190 3 Oregon FALIb O7-Dal-14 ONES 10 COT INALE DUB IED SIC WLU SI 2e Atha ee Mea AoUStON 
21 Mary. 1B 5-11 19) 1 Minnesota ~—-«Ddbsté~—=~SC«MbKo-Ig~«*«N the edges. However, Dee Ford is their best pass rusher now, 
10 Nelson, Steven CB 5-11 194 2 DregonStole —«D3b-15 «Dab KC-I8 © and he played extremely well in 2016 with 10 sacks. ... Linebacker 
3B Parker, Ron OB 6-0 70 6 Newbery WeSea-18Fa-Sea-IL Derrick Johnson suffered his second Achilles injury in three years, 
in Beni M a fe i Hap a ae but the position was neglected in the draft... Marcus Peters is really 
Sorensen, Daniel 1 \ KC if " 

y wy gifted at one corner... Eric Berry is arguably the NFL's best safety 
eae) eg ahaa Ma KC Th and continues to play at an elite level... anticipate the Alex Smith 
SHEMASe tae i Jie ds Se critique to take its toll on this team. With an ordinary run game and 
7 Calqut, Dustin Ped 210 12 Tennessee D5 TKC-05 aiid deeceuurs dheylodk MREMANGRE : 

§ Santas, Cairo K $8 160 3 Tulane FATA FA+KC-14 shaky linebackers, they look like playoff contenders but once again 
4) Winchester, James IS 6:3 240 2 Oklahoma FAIS FAPhI-ID only Super Bowl pretenders. 
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Tim Umphrey 


BERRY STRONG Cancer survivor Eric Berry 
signed a six-year, $78 million contract 
extension in February 2017 just 27 months 
after being diagnosed with Hodgkin's 
lymphoma. As valuable as Berry's on-field 
production has been — 427 tackles with 

14 interceptions, including five returned 

for touchdowns in 86 career games — his 
inspiration and respected locker-room voice 
might be more important. 


ALL-CLASS ALEX Shortly after the Chiefs 
selected Patrick Mahomes Il as his pre- 
sumed replacement, Alex Smith called and 
congratulated the former Texas Tech quar- 
terback. “He said he’s going to be there in 
my corner and teach me as | go,” Mahomes 
said of Smith’s call during his introductory 
press conference. “It's the type of guy he is. 
He's a great leader.” 


KELCE CATCHING Spending the 2016 
offseason filming a dating show, “Catching 
Kelce,” for E! Entertainment Television 
didn’t hurt tight end Travis Kelce's on-field 
production. The fifth-year veteran from 
Cincinnati returned to the Pro Bowl and 
was chosen first-team All-Pro after posting 
career-highs with 85 receptions for 1,125 


yards. His relationship with “Catching Kelce” 


winner Maya Benberry was... um ... less 
successful. 


MAKING MAHOMES The legend of Ma- 
homes, who averaged 4,853 yards and 39 
touchdowns the last two seasons at Texas 
Tech, traces to his days as a 5-year-old pee- 
wee baseball player when he broke a kid's 
glasses (and maybe his nose] with a throw 
from shortstop. His father, former major 
league pitcher Pat Mahomes, says: “He 
came out of the womb throwing the ball.” 


CHIEFS IN THE 


re 


DRAFT 


RD PLAYER POS COLLEGE 
1. Patrick Mahomes Il QB 6-3 230 Texas Tech 
2. Tanoh Kpassagnon DE 6-7 280 Villanova 
3. Kareem Hunt RB 5-11 216 Toledo 
4. Jehu Chesson WR 6-3 203 Michigan 
5. Ukeme Eligwe OLB 6-2 239 Georgia Southern 
6. Leon McQuay Ill DB 6-2 185 USC 


teams to make the roster in 2017. 


TY-REEK! TY-REEK! Tyreek Hill returned 
only 14 kickoffs last season, but 11 of those 
went for at least 20 yards — a healthy 
78.6-percent clip. Only Dallas’ Lucky White- 
head [88.2 percent), Seattle's Tyler Lockett 
(82.6) and Minnesota’s Cordarrelle Patterson 
[80.0] were consistently as explosive. 
SOARING SORENSON Primarily a special 
teamer during his first two seasons, Daniel 
Sorenson found his footing with the defense 
last season. He racked up 63 tackles, three 
interceptions (one for a touchdownl, six 
passes deflections, three fumble recoveries 
and two forced fumbles. His reward — a 
four-year, $16 million contract extension. 


“HUNT’ FOR CHARLES’ REPLACEMENT Ja- 
maal Charles, a former third-round pick, 
amassed the most rushing yards in Chiefs 
history. He’s in Denver now, but the Chiefs 
hope another third-round pick can prove 
equally productive. Scouts rave about Ka- 
reem Hunt's balance and power. The Toledo 
graduate compares favorably to Frank Gore. 
PUDDLE JUMPING Smith's preference 

for short, safe throws crystallizes with an 
average of 3.23 air yards per attempt, which 
ranked 33rd among 36 NFL quarterbacks 
who threw for at least 1,000 yards in 2016. 
Maybe a healthy Maclin and a better rapport 
with Hill will lead to more shots downfield. 
SPELLCHECK The Chiefs’ 2017 Draft is 
littered with tongue-twisters. Take sec- 
ond-round pick Tanoh Kpassagnon. He's a 
6'7", 280-pound defensive end who exploded 
for a 30-inch vertical and 10'S” broad jump 
at the NFL Combine, but the name's a 
spellcheck nightmare. The same is true for 
receiver Jehu Chesson (Michigan) and line- 
backer Ukeme Eligwe (Georgia Southern]. 


General manager John Dorsey traded up for three of the Chiefs’ first four picks. 
The first-round swap with Buffalo perhaps netted a future franchise quarter- 
back in Patrick Mahomes Il, who has a big arm but will need at least a year to 
learn and develop after playing in an Air Raid attack at Texas Tech, He'll get 
that chance under Andy Reid's tutelage and behind veteran Alex Smith, Tanoh 
Kpassagnon is a physical freak and immediately bolsters the defensive line. He 
will have to adjust to the big jump in competition after playing at FCS Villanova. 
Kareem Hunt, who rushed for 1,475 yards as a senior at Toledo, inherits Jamaal 
Charles’ role. Jehu Chesson could be a steal. Ukeme Eligwe and Leon McQuay 
are developmental prospects who will have to make contributions on special 


NUMBERS TO KN 


Opponents ran the ball up the 
middle on the Chiefs on a league- 
high 74 percent of their carries. 


The Chiefs forced turnovers on a 
league-high 16.7 percent of their 
defensive drives. 


Kansas City finished tied for 
second in the league in broken 
tackles as an offense, creating 
them on 11.8 percent of offensive 
snaps. 


JUSTIN HOUSTO! 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 151 


LOS ANGELES 


@ CHARGERS 


fter years of posturing and threats, the Chargers finally pulled the plug on San Di- 

ego after 56 seasons and moved to the Los Angeles area because voters said no to 

a large subsidy to replace aging Qualcomm Stadium. They leave behind what had 

been a loyal fan base and enter an already crowded market where fans are known 
to be fickle and demand a winning product. 

Technically, the Chargers won't be in L.A, their headquarters will be in Costa Mesa in 
Orange County, and they'll play for two seasons in a 30,000-seat soccer stadium in Carson 
before moving into the stadium that Rams owner Stan Kroenke is building in Inglewood. 
‘They'll have a new coach, Anthony Lynn, as they try to regroup after winning only nine 
games the last two years. Unless they win right away, they could struggle for attention in a 
vast market where the most popular teams are the Dodgers, Lakers, USC football, UCLA 
basketball, the Kings, Clippers, Rams, Ducks and Angels, 


OFFENSE ‘There's a lot to like about the Chargers’ offense, if only it could stay healthy. 
‘There are plenty of playmakers, but they can't seem to stay on the field together very long. 

‘The one guy the Chargers can ill afford to lose, for any length of time, is quarterback 
Philip Rivers. While he doesn’t seem overly excited about the move to L.A., Rivers is willing 
to give ita go and is trying to win the support of new fans while trying to keep some of the 
old fans who weren't totally turned off by team chairman Dean Spanos’ actions the last two 
years. While Rivers is coming off another 4,000-yard passing season, he led the NFL with 
21 interceptions and will have to reduce that number to help give the Bolts a chance, 

Rivers showed his usual leadership as he tried his best to hold things together as the 
receiving corps was depleted by a season-ending knee injury to Keenan Allen in Week 
1. The Chargers gave Rivers another playmaker when they took Clemson receiver Mike 
Williams with the seventh overall pick in the draft, and then they gave him some help up 
front by drafting guards Forrest Lamp and Dan Feeney, The Chargers finally appear to be 
addressing their ongoing offensive line concerns. The line last season was beset by injuries 
and poor performances. Before the draft, general manager Tom Telesco released left tackle 
King Dunlap and right guard D.J. Fluker and signed free-agent left tackle Russell Okung, 
Fluker and center Chris Watt were among Telesco’s recent draft mistakes, and both are 
gone. However, center Matt Slauson was a strong addition last year, and the Bolts will look 
for a big contribution from Max Tuerk, who was drafted a year ago despite coming off an 
injury in his final season at USC. Lamp and Feeney could challenge immediately for start- 
ing jobs at guard, though both can also play tackle, That means left guard Orlando Franklin 
and right tackle Joe Barksdale have to play better, whether it’s committing fewer penalties 
or figuring out how to stay healthy. 

Williams is a definite upgrade and will start opposite the oft-injured Allen, who has been 
limited to nine games and four TDs in the last two seasons (knee injury in 2016, lacerated 


AFC WEST FORECAST 


4 


THE THE ORGANIZATION | 
OWNER: Alex G, Spanos 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD: Dean A. Spanos 
PRESIDENT-FOOTBALL OPERATIONS: John Spanos 
GENERAL MANAGER: Tom Telesco 
STADIUM: StubHub Center (30,000) 
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THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Anthony Lynn 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 0-0 

CAREER RECORD: 0-1 

OFFENSIVE COOROINATOR: Ken Whisenhunt 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Gus Bradley 
SPECIAL TEAMS COOROINATOR/ASSISTANT HEAD COACH: 
George Stewart 

QUARTERBACKS: Shane Steichen 

RUNNING BACKS: Alfredo Roberts 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Nick Sirianni 

TIGHT ENDS: John McNulty 

OFFENSWE LINE: Pat Meyer 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Giff Smith 

LINEBACKERS: Richard Smith 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Ron Milus 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


There should be nothing but positives 
from running back Melvin Gordon, who 


kidney in 2015). 
2017 SCHEDULE 


bounced back from a woeful rookie season to 2016 
rush for 997 yards and score 12 touchdowns. BPEoneny Record 
But his season was cut short by hip and at Denver (Mon. 9-7 
knee injuries. The Bolts are certainly going Miami 10-6 
to miss Danny Woodhead’s change-of-pace Keneas a4 
play, both rushing and receiving, although ah aun Ae 
he was injury-prone, Star tight end Antonio erased a 
Gates returns for his 15th season, as moti- eT 9-7 
vated as ever to win an elusive championship. at New England 1-2 
His next TD catch will be his 112th, giving 

him sole possession of the NFL record for ATaRcanvile Per] 
tight ends. If this is Gates’ final season, the Buffalo 19 
Chargers are in good shape, because Hunter at Dallas (Thu.] 133 
Henry, part of Telesco’s solid draft class from Cleveland 1-15 
2016, had a strong rookie season with 36 Washington 8-7-1 
catches for 478 yards and eight touchdowns. at Kansas City (Sat.) 12-4 
Henry has also impressed offensive coordi- at N.Y, Jets 5-11 
nator Ken Whisenhunt with his blocking. Oakland 12-4 


2016 NFL RANKINGS. 
Total Total Scoring Scoring 
Offense Defense Offense | Defense 
323.1 (271] 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) | 18.6 (4) 
332.8 (24) 382.6 (29] | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) 
343.0 (20)) 368.5 (24) | 24.3 (13)] 19.4 (7) 
337.4 (22)] 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
330.7 {25} 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 (2) 
373.3. (6)] 375.1 (26) | 26.0 (7) | 24.1 (20) 
323.1 [271] 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) | 18.6 (4) 
386.3 (4)| 326.4 (8) | 27.6 (3)| 15.6 [1] 
334.9 (23) 321.7. {6} | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
354.1 (16)| 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (108) | 23.3 (16) 
376.7 (5)] 343.9 (14) ] 26.3. (5) 19.1 (5) 
311.0 (30)| 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) = 
403.4 (3)| 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 3 
343.0 (20) | 368.5 (24) | 24.3 (13) 19.4 (7) & 
329.3 (26)| 342.4 (11} | 17.2 (30) | 25.6 (28]] 5 
373.3 _(6)| 375.1 (26) | 26.0 (7) ] 24.1 [20] 
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at Kansas City (at) 
Jacksonville 
at Indianapolis 
New Orleans 
at Dakland 
Denver 

at Atlanta (at) 
at Denver 
Tennessee 
Miami 

at Houston 
Tampa Bay 

at Carolina 
Oakland 

at Cleveland 
Kansas City 


34) 4,386 
NG 
Melvin Gordon 
Kenneth Farrow 
Danny Woodhead 
RECEIVING 
Tyrell Williams 1.059 153 
Dontrelle Inman B10 140 
Antonio Gates 548 103 
Travis Benjamin 677 146 
Melvin Gordon AY 102 
Hunter Henry AB 13.3 


27-33 
38-14 
20-26 
36-36 
31-34 
1-13 
33-30 
19-27 
43-35 
24-31 
21-13 
1-28 
16-28 
16-19 
17-20 
27-37 


3 21 
a) 


KICKING: Josh Lambo, 26-82 Fs, 42-46 PAT. 120 


points 
TACKLES: Jatais Brown, 79; Korey Toomer, 
‘SACKS: Joey Bosa, 10.5; Melvin Ingram, 8.0. 


ui) 


INTERCEPTIONS: Casey Hayward, 7; Trovon Reed, 2 


2016 SIA 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank AFCRank 
Total i 
Rushing 4S 26 a 
Passing 262.4 8 4 
Scoring SH air! iets 
Third Down 56 9 4 
Punt Returns tt! PE 
Kick Returns (ek aa ee 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total KT. ere 
Rushing 79 0 4 
Passing 292 0 2 
Scoring 26. OD 1b 
Interceptions 6 oT ail 
Sacks a 
Tumover 1% 113 


ewes 


ne [1 


DEFENSE Joey Bosa served notice that he is going to be a force to deal with for years to 
come. He was named Defensive Rookie of the Year after recording 10.5 sacks in 12 games. 
When he wasn't collecting sacks, he was drawing double teams and otherwise causing may- 
hem, both against the pass and the run. Fans were left to wonder what could have happened 
had Bosa, the No. 3 pick overall, played a full season. He missed all of training camp in a 
contract dispute with the Spanos family and then pulled a hamstring, causing him to miss 
the first four games. Three of those games were close losses. Having Bosa from the start of 
the season will help this unit set the tone. Bosa gives new defensive coordinator Gus Brad- 
ley a cornerstone for a new 4-3 alignment, although there will still be some elements of the 
3-4 that the Chargers have run for years. 

Although he’s a threat from pretty much wherever he lines up, Bosa is looking forward 
to rushing more from outside the tight end. He and outside linebacker Melvin Ingram can 
give the Chargers a lethal pass rush. Ingram played well enough last year, with eight sacks, 
that the Chargers gave him the franchise tag. 

While Bosa is the force up front, cornerback Casey Hayward is coming off a Pro Bowl 
season in which he led the NFL with seven interceptions. The Chargers need another great 
season from Hayward, because the other cornerback, Jason Verrett, can't stay healthy. Verrett 
has shown he can be one of the NFL's best cover corners, but he’s missed 24 of 48 games 
since being taken in the first round of the 2014 draft. 

Inside linebacker Manti Te’o was lost to an injury early in the season and then left for 
New Orleans as a free agent. However, the Chargers’ linebacking corps is probably in better 
shape, because young players Jatavis Brown and Korey Toomer played well when given more 
playing time. 


SPECIALISTS Special teams remain an adventure with the Chargers, and not in a good 
way. The Chargers lost to previously winless Cleveland 20-17 on Christmas Eve in a painful 
performance that will be remembered for Josh Lambo's 45-yard miss as time expired. That 
came a few minutes after Cleveland blocked Lambo's 32-yard attempt. Another special 
teams gaffe contributed to a 34-31 loss at Oakland when holder Drew Kaser, the punter, 
lost the handle on the snap as Lambo lined up to attempt a game-tying 36-yarder in the 
closing minutes. Kaser was replaced as the holder by backup quarterback Kellen Clemens. 
Kaser and Lambo return, as does long snapper Mike Windt. 

The return game also remains unremarkable, even after the Chargers signed Travis Ben- 
jamin, who had a couple of critical turnovers. They tried Dexter McCluster, but he broke a 
forearm moving luggage at home. Benjamin remains on the roster, although Isaiah Burse 
got the bulk of the return work last year and will be in the mix this season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Chargers were roundly ridiculed for the “Fight For L.A.” slogan 
they introduced immediately after announcing they were relocating. In retrospect, that’s 
what it’s going to take, both on and off the field. Most important, the Chargers have to 
win in order to capture the imagination and support of the fans in Los Angeles. It’s not 
going to be easy. They have the third-toughest schedule (opponents’ winning percentage of 
-568 in 2016), and there certainly will be plenty of distractions involved with the relocation 
process. Everything will be new: training camp at a community sports complex, games ina 
soccer stadium, finding a place to live and then dealing with new routines and notoriously 
bad L.A.-area traffic. 

So far, Lynn seems to be the kind of coach who can keep it all together. But Los Angeles 
fans are an unforgiving lot and care only about wins and losses, not cute slogans and free 
Philip Rivers jerseys for season ticket holders. 
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Peter Brouillet 


2077 \ETERAN CHARGERS ROST 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
4 Bercovici, Mike 08 6-0 204 1 AizonaState —FA-16 FALAC-16 
10 Clemens, Kellen 08 6-2 220 11 Oregon FAUART6—D2-NY06 
17 Rivers, Philip 08 65 228 13 NCState THNYG-04 —_DI-NYG-04 
Banr,Knjon RE 5-9 195 3 Oregon FAP Db-Cart3 
17 Farrow, Kenneth RE5-9 7191 Houston FA FAAAC-16 
18 Gordon, Melvin Reo 1 12 Wisconsin D115 O1-LACAB 
22 Olive, Branden eSB 7083 Batata Fate FASD-14 
1 Watt, Derek FR 6-2 2341 Wisconsin. 04-16 Db-LAC-16 
44 Wiliams, Ande RE 6-0 220 3 Boston College W-NVG-T6—_DA-NIG-16 
RECEIVERS: POS HT WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
18 Allen, Keenan WR 62 M1 California 13 D3-LAC-13 
12 Benjamin, Tavis WR 5-10 175 5 Miami FAClet6 — Dla-Cle-12 
81 Brown, D3 Ron WR 60 199 1 Norther Minis FA-17 D7-KC-15 
89 Buse, Isaiah WR 5-10 187 2 FresnoState FAAS FacDen-14 
45 Cleveland, Asante TE 65 260 2 Miami WANES FALSF=14 
87 Cumberland, Jeff TE 64 2607 nis FANT FAANU-10 
8 Davis, Geremy WR 63° 211 2 Comecticut = FAL16 D6AYG-15 
5 Gates, Antonio TE 6-4 255 14 Ket State FAO FALAC- 
8 Henry, Hunter TE 65 2601 Arkansas O16 DLIAC-I6 
15 Inman, Dontrelle WR 6:3 205 3 Viginia Fat Fhe lao-11 
1 Jones, Jamaal WR 6101921 Montana Fats FALAC-16 
4 MoGrath, Sean TE 65 259 2 HendersonState F415, FhSea-t2 
7 Wiliams, Dom WR 6-2 200 1 Washington State FA-16 FAAAC-16 
16 Wiliams, Tyrell WR 6-4 2052 Western Oregon FA-15 FALLAC-15 
72 Batkséale, Joe T 65 3% 6 (ISU FA Di-Qak-1t 
7 Bayko, Bret T 66 a 1 UN FA FA Phi-15 
78 Burwell, yeek T 66 310 2 Cincinnati FA FALLAC-IB 
3 Clark, Donavon G Gh 3151 MichiganState 07-16 D7-LAC-16 
74 Frnktn, Otando 6 66 315 6 Miami FacDen-t5—O2b-Den-11 
75 Naitston, Chis GT 66 330-5 Clemson Fab Dib-But-11 
70 Johnstone, Fler T 65 3) 1 Oregon Fab FALAC-16 
76 Okung, Russell T 65 310 7 OWlahoma State FADen-17—Da-Sea-10 
73 Pulley, Spencer CG 6-4 308 1 Vandertitt Fast FACLAC-16 
68 Siauson, Matt CG 65 315 8 Nebraska Facts D6.N-09 
62 Tuer, Max C 65 m1 USC DvI6 UB-UAC6 
79 Wiggins, Kenny GT 6-6 3143 FresnoState FALE FASF-N 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
9 Basa, Joy DE 65 780 1 OhioState DI-16 DI-LAC-16 
91 Cats, Zamir OT 6k 7S 1 Silman Fas FALACI6 
90 Carrethers, Ryan NT 61 3333) Atkansas State 05-14 O5-LAC-4 
51 Emanuel, Kyle DE 63° 250 2 North Dakota St. 05-15 O5-LAC-15 
96 Falls, Kaleb OT 6-4 30-2 Mississippi State FA-16 FANOAB 
94 Liugt, Corey OT 6-2 00 Win on O1-LAC-1T 
92 Mebane, Brandon NE 6131110 Califomia FASea-16 —03-Sea-07 
95 Palepo, Fenny DT 6-1 83 Utah Fath FALAC-14 
98 Philon, Darius DE 61 300 2 kansas 06-15 Db-LAC-15 
41 Reid, Caraun DT 6-2 298 3 Princeton WeDet-t6 ——65-Det-14 
71 Square, Damion OT 62 3 4 Alabama WeKC-T6—FAVPhi-1a 
97 Ntaochu,Jremish OLB 6-3 7524 Geowgia Tech «02-14 DP-LAC-14 
57 Brown, Jatais OB S11 21 Aron D516 O5-LAC-16 
48 Daub, Nick WB 61 20 2 CalPoly FAS FALAC-IS 
59 Fields, Carlos 1B 6-1 2482 Winston-Salem St. FA-16 FAlakel4 
54 Ingram, Melvin OLB 6-2 247 «5 SouthCarlina 1-12 DI-AAC-12 
4 Landrum, Christopher OLB 6-2 745 1—_Jacksonville State. FAT6 FALAC-16 
40 McCain, Chis OB 6-5 236-3 Calfomia Fal FaMiac 
83 Perry, Joshua WB 6-6 2531 Ohio State D186 DM-LAC-16 
52 Peryman, Denzel WB 511 40 2 Miami 245 DLAC 15 
56 Toomer, Korey WB 6-2 235 9 Idaho Fab 05-Sea-12 
58 Wiliams, Turek OB 64 24 FU 06-13 D6-LAC-13 
37 Addae, Jahlel S510 19 4 Central Michigan FA-13 FACLAC-13 
41 Fvans, Randall (CB 0 19 1 KansasState FAM D6-Phi-15 
18 Hayward, Casey (Ce o511 192 5 Vanderbilt = FALGB-16 2-68-12 
49 ee, Mike CR 6-1 1851 FartVlleyStateFA-16 FacAL-15 
70 Lowery, Dight S S11 22 9 SanJose State Flnd-16—DGNY-08 
79 Mager, Craig a 511 20 2 TerasState 3-45 DSLAC-IS 
18 MeCai, Dexter S bk 20 1 Tusa Fab FASLAC-16 
310 MoDonal, Adan S59 190 1 Houston FAs FALLAC-16 
531 Philip, Adrian S51 10 2 Texas FA FAAC-TG 
38 Reed, Trovon CB 6-0 191 Auburn Fab FAALAR IS 
% Stucke, Carll. S S11 12 7 Kansas Dé-10 O4-LAC-ID 
10 Verret, Jason CB 510 188 3 TOU y-14 O-LAC-14 
42 Willams, Trevor (B51 191 1 PennState —FAL16 FALAC-I6 
SPECIALISTS POS HT_WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
8 Kase, Dew P62 06 1 Teas ARM Dbelb Db-LAC-16 
1 Lambo, Josh K 60 215 2 TerasAkM —FALS FALAC-15 
47 Wind, Mike 1S 61 27 7 Cincinnati FAM FAin-10 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 13 Keenan Allen 16 Tyrell Williams: 

WR Mike Williams (R] 15 Dontrelle Inman 

LT 76 Russell Okung 79 Kenny Wiggins 

LG 66 Dan Feeney (R} 74 Orlando Franklin 

c 68 Matt Slauson 62 Max Tuerk 

RG 77 Forrest Lamp (RI 73 Spencer Pulley 

RT 72 Joe Barksdale 75 Chris Hairston 

TE 85 Antonio Gates 86 Hunter Henry 

QB 17 Philip Rivers 10 Kellen Clemens 

RB 28 Melvin Gordon 32 Branden Oliver 

FB 34 Derek Watt 

DEFENSE 

DE 99 Joey Bosa 71 Damion Square 

DT 92 Brandon Mebane 95 Tenny Palepoi 

DT 9% Corey Liuget 90 Ryan Carrethers 

DE 51. Kyle Emanuel 93. Darius Philon 

OLB 57 Jatavis Brown 46 Chris Landrum 

MLB 52 Denzel Perryman 56 Korey Toomer 

OLB 54 Melvin Ingram 97 Jeremiah Attaochu 
CB 22 Jason Verrett 29 Craig Mager 

CB 26 Casey Hayward 42 Trevor Williams 

FS 20 Dwight Lowery 33. Rayshawn Jenkins (R] 
SS 37 Jahleel Addae 31 Adrian Phillips 
SPECIALISTS 

K 2. Josh Lambo KR Kenjon Barner 

Pp 8 Drew Kaser PR 12 Travis Benjamin 
PLAYER MOVEMENT 
Kev apoirions > Key Losses @ 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
AB___Kenjon Bamer__Philadlphia OT _King Dunlap Free Agent 
OT Russell Okung Denver OG DJ. Fluker NY. Giants 


1B __Manti Teo New Orleans 


RB___Danny Woodhead jaltimore 


SCOUTING THE CHARGERS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP L.A. “The Chargers move to Los Angeles 
with a new coaching staff and an improved roster that has promise 
and stability. Anthony Lynn takes over as the head man, despite the 
fact that his experience has primarily been as a running backs coach. 
.» He wisely kept Ken Whisenhunt as the offensive coordinator, and 
the addition of Gus Bradley as the defensive coordinator should 
increase the energy on that side of the football... All Philip Rivers 
does is pump out big numbers every single year regardless of who is 
in front of or around him on offense. ... Their run game had marginal 
improvement from 2015, but Melvin Gordon was much better in his 
second season. ... Russell Okung was added as the left tackle in free 
agency after they let King Dunlap walk... | really like what they did 

in the draft with wide receiver Mike Williams, then offensive linemen 
Forrest Lamp and Dan Feeney, all assets that can help Rivers. 
tonio Gates still has something left, while Hunter Henry proved to be a 
wise choice. He caught 36 passes with eight going for touchdowns as 
a rookie. ... When healthy, Keenan Allen is a prolific playmaker; how- 
ever, he has been plagued by injuries and has never played 16 games 
ina season, ... Despite a ridiculously long holdout, Joey Bosa did 
respond when he reported and finished with 10.5 sacks in 12 games. 

. Melvin Ingram has enjoyed back-to-back successful seasons and 

is a formidable rusher opposite Bosa. ... The defense finished tied for 
first in interceptions with 18 after the brilliant addition of cornerback 
Casey Hayward, who had seven picks of his own. ... Sometimes the 
statistical numbers do reflect what a team is; the Chargers finished 
5-11 while ranking 14th in total offense and 16th in total defense. ... 

If the offensive line jells and Okung holds up for the entire campaign, 
this team could surprise in a very balanced AFC West.” 
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L.T.'S BACK Not long after LaDainian Tom- 
linson was elected to the Hall of Fame, he 
was hired as special assistant to Chargers. 
owner Dean Spanos. Tomlinson raised some 
eyebrows in San Diego when he suggested 
that fans there would still be able to support 
the Chargers because it was “only” an 
hour-and-a-half drive to Carson. Clearly 
Tomlinson is not up to speed on traffic on 
Interstates 5 and 405, because it's incredibly 
rare when anyone can get from San Diego to 
the L.A. area that quickly. L.T. promised to 
have some sort of celebration in San Diego 
after the Hall of Fame induction. 


INTIMACY AT A COST The Chargers are 
touting the intimacy of StubHub Center, 
which is the smallest in the NFL at a capac- 
ity of about 30,000 seats, That intimacy will 
come at a price: Season tickets range from 
$70 to $375 per game, with an average price 
of $192 per game. 


AGELESS ANTONIO With his next TD 

catch, Antonio Gates will break out of a tie 
with Tony Gonzalez and own the record for 
scoring grabs by a tight end with 112. It'll 
be tough for fans in San Diego to swallow, 
considering that Gates’ first 111 touchdown 
catches came prior to the relocation. He tied 
Gonzalez’s record in the final game of 2016. 
GO-TO GUYS Philip Rivers and Gates have 
connected on 84 touchdowns, the most in 
NFL history for a quarterback-tight end tan- 
dem. Not surprisingly, they are the team’s 
longest-tenured players. Gates has been a 
starter since his rookie season of 2003, and 
Rivers took over as starter in 2006. 
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CHARGERS IN THE DRAFT 


Mike Williams WR 


COLLEGE 


6-4 218 


._ Forrest Lamp tele} 6-4 309 Western Kentucky 
}. Dan Feeney 0G 6-4 305 Indiana 
._Rayshawn Jenkins S 6-1 214 Miami [Fla.} 
. Desmond King CB 5-10 201 lowa 
._ Sam Tevi oT 6-5 311 Utah 
7._\saac Rochell DE 6-4 280 Notre Dame 


Rochell were drafted for depth, 


BOSA'S STOKED Joey Bosa is happy the 
Chargers are switching to a 4-3 defense, 
because that’s the scheme he played in 

at Ohio State, He also likes new defensive 
coordinator Gus Bradley, whom he met prior 
to the 2016 draft when Bradley was Jack- 
sonville’s head coach and Bosa visited the 
Jags. What stands out about Bradley is "just 
his energy,” Bosa says. "He's a deep thinker. 
His positivity and obviously his football 
knowledge, more importantly than anything. 
We need a guy to come in and stay positive.” 
Bosa has lined up in a number of positions 
along the front, but he says he’s excited that 
he'll be used at times to rush the passer by 
lining up outside the tight end. 

FAST RISER Anthony Lynn started the 

2016 season as running backs coach of the 
Buffalo Bills. He was promoted to offensive 
coordinator after Greg Roman was fired two 
weeks into the season, and then to interim 
head coach for the final game after Rex 
Ryan was fired. That was a 30-10 loss to the 
Jets, so Lynn will be looking to improve his 
career percentage. He replaced Mike McCoy, 
who was fired by the Chargers after going 
27-37 in four seasons. 

KEY DATES The Chargers’ home opener 
will be against the Dolphins on Sept. 17. The 
NEL didn’t do them any favors by scheduling 
the Redskins against the Rams at the L.A. 
Coliseum at the same time. There are three 
other head-to-head conflicts, including 

on Dec. 31 when the Chargers host the 
archrival Raiders in a Relocation Bowl while 
the Rams host the 49ers. 
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Philip Rivers and Melvin Gordon should love this draft. Rivers got another play- 
making target in Mike Williams, who is expected to line up opposite Keenan Al- 
len. Forrest Lamp and Dan Feeney are big, blue-collar types who are expected to 
contribute immediately and upgrade an offensive line that has to improve for this 
team to be a factor. Coach Anthony Lynn wants a stronger running game to give 
the offense a bit more balance. Observers expected the Chargers to take a safety 
in the first round, but they waited until the fourth, when they got Rayshawn Jen- 
kins. He showed fight, literally, when he exchanged punches with Grambling’s 
Chad Williams during a Senior Bowl practice. Desmond King was a highly dec- 
orated cornerback in college who slipped to the fifth round. Sam Tevi and Isaac 


MBERS TO KNOW 


The Chargers finished third to 
last in the league in broken tack- 
les as an offense, creating them 
on just 78 percent of offensive 
plays 

The Chargers stopped 24 percent 
of runs against them for no gain 
ora loss, the fourth-highest rate 
inthe league. 


San Diego tied for fourth in the 


missing them on only 7.6 percent 
of defensive snaps. 


MELVIN GORDON 


league for fewest missed tackles, 


Williams: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports ; Gordon: Peter Brouillet 


OAKLAND 


RAIDERS 


he Raiders finished above .500 and returned to the playoffs last year for the first time 

since 2002, but their season ended on a sour note — and their offseason set the stage 

for a second messy divorce with Oakland and a planned move to Las Vegas in 2020. 

Quarterback Derek Carr broke his right leg on Dec. 24 during a 33-25 win against 

the Colts. Without Carr, the Raiders lost 24-6 to Denver in their regular-season finale to 

finish 12-4. Then they lost 27-14 in an AFC wild card playoff game to Houston, teaching 

coach Jack Del Rio an important lesson about the postseason. “Don't lose your quarterback,” 
Del Rio deadpanned at the NFL Scouting Combine in Indianapolis. 

Carr is expected to make a complete recovery, but Del Rio and the lame-duck Raiders 
will face plenty of uncertainty in the first of what will likely be two more seasons and pos 
sibly three at the Oakland Coliseum while their stadium in Las Vegas is built. The Raiders 
have enjoyed one of the NFL’ best home-field advantages, but it’s unknown how fans in 
Oakland will respond now that they've been jilted again. 

“There is that element where a certain number [are] disappointed to the point they won't 
support us anymore,” Del Rio said at the NFL Owners Meetings in Phoenix. “That's un- 
derstandable. We'll have to see what that number is. If it’s a lot, we'll adjust that line of 
thinking. But I would be surprised if that’s the case.” 


OFFENSE ‘The Raiders had one of the NFL's top offenses last season, and it could be even 
better this year with the addition of former Seahawks running back Marshawn Lynch. The 
powerful Lynch ended his one-year retirement and signed a two-year deal with his home- 
town team after being traded to Oakland. Lynch has rushed for 9,112 yards and 74 TDs in 
nine seasons. He retired after an injury-plagued 2015 season, but if he stays healthy and re~ 
captures his Beast Mode form, Lynch will be an upgrade from Latavius Murray, who signed 
as a free agent with Minnesota. The combination of Lynch and scatbacks DeAndré Wash- 
ington and Jalen Richard gives Oakland three dangerous weapons in the backfield. Make 
that four counting Jamize Olawale, a battering-ram fullback with some running skills. 

Carr was putting up MVP-like numbers before his season-ending injury. He threw for 
3,937 yards with 28 touchdowns and six interceptions. Carr’s passer rating has gone from 
76.6 as a rookie to 91.1 in 2015 to 96.7 last season, showing his steady improvement. 

Carr's top two receivers — Amari Cooper and Michael Crabtree — each had over 1,000 
receiving yards and combined for 172 catches last year. The trio of Carr, Cooper and Crabtree 
should only get better in their third straight season together. The Raiders gave Carr another 
inviting target when they signed free agent Cordarrelle Patterson. The 6'2", 220-pound 
Patterson caught 52 passes for 453 yards — both career highs — last season for Minnesota, 
which drafted him in the first round in 2013. The Raiders’ tight end corps should be better 
this year, too, with the addition of former Packer Jared Cook and the return of starter Lee 
Smith from a season-ending broken leg he suffered Oct. 2 against Baltimore. Smith gives 
Oakland a powerful blocker, while Cook has 


RAIDERS 


cs 


~ AFC WEST FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


‘OWNER: Mark Davis. 

GENERAL MANAGER: Reggie McKenzie 

DIRECTOR OF FOOTBALL ADMIN.: Tom Delaney 
DIRECTOR OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: Joey Clinkscales 
STADIUM: Oakland-Alameda County 
Coliseum (56,063) 

‘SURFACE: Tifway I! Bermuda Grass 

WEBSITE: www.raiders.com 

TICKETS: 800-724-3377 

TRAINING CAMP: Napa Valley Training Complex 
(Napa, Calif.) 


|THE COACHES 

HEAD COACH: Jack Del Rio 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 19-13. 

CAREER RECORD: 87-84 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Todd Downing 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ken Norton Jr. 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Brad Seely 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/DEFENSE: John Pagano 
‘QUARTERBACKS: Jake Peetz 

RUNNING BACKS: Bernie Parmalee 
WIDE RECEIVERS: Rob Moore 

TIGHT ENDS: Bobby Johnson 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Mike Tice 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Jethro Franklin 
LINEBACKERS: Sal Sunseri 
CORNERBACKS: Rod Woodson, 

SAFETIES: Brent Vieselmeyer 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


303 career catches for 3,880 yards and 17 
touchdowns in eight NFL seasons. They join 


2017 SCHEDULE 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


returning starter Clive Walford, who had an + 2016 | Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
up-and-down 2016 season and could'see his Opponent. Record] Offense Defense Offense | Defense 
plainetineteagee at Tennessee 9-7| 358.0 (111] 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (171 
"Thaiuidlerat iiashive offensive line which NY.Jets 5-11 | 329.3 (26)] 342.4 (11) | 17.2 (30) | 25.6 (28) 
Wa ere Ethene salrene Neliataciton, at Washington 8-7-1 | 403.4 (3)] 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 
rebicns pei ee raakle Deaald Penny left at Denver 9-7| 323.1 (271| 316.1 (4) | 208 (22)] 18.6 (4) 
dl Kclecti Oueinele and Genter Radaey | Baltimore 8-8 | 347.7 (17)| 322.1 (7) | 21.4 [211] 20.1 (9) 
ae Efe Ae DER oaTat if L.A. Chargers 5-11 | 356.8 (14)] 347.1 (14) | 25.6 (9) | 26.4 (29) 
See are opps een re eae ch es Kansas City (Thu) 12-4 | 343.0 (20}] 368.5 (24) | 24.3 (13) | 19.4 (7) 
right guard Gabe Jackson was named an al- at Buffalo 7-9| 354.1 (16) | 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (10t) | 23.3 (16) 
ternate. The biggest question mark is at right at Miami 10-6 | 332.8 (24)| 382.6 (29) | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) 

tackle, where Austin Howard returns after 
starting 10 games in 2016. The Raiders lost New Eland iMexic Ci] 14-2 | 386.3 (4)] 3264 (8)] 27.6 (31) 15.4 (1) 
powerful but injury-plagued offensive tackle Denver 9-7| 323.1 (27)| 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) | 18.6 (4) 
Menelik Watson to Denver as a free agent N.Y. Giants 11-5 | 330.7 (25]| 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 (2) 
but added former Giant Marshall New- at Kansas City 12-4 | 343.0 (20)} 368.5 (24) | 24.3 (13) 19.4 (7 
house, who could push Howard for playing Dallas 13-3 376.7 (5)| 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5) | 19.1. (5) 
time. They also drafted 6'6", 343-pound of- at Philadelphia (Moni) 7-9 | 337.4 (22)| 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
fensive tackle David Sharpe out of Florida, l_atL.A. Chargers 5-11 | 356.8 (14)] 347.1 (16) | 25.6 (9) | 26.4 (29) 
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oe DEREK GARR 


Carr: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Cooper: Peter Brouillet 


at New Orleans 35-34 
Atlanta 28-35 
at Tennessee 17-10 
at Baltimore 28-27 
LA. Chargers 34-31 
Kansas City 10-26 
at Jacksonville 93-16 
at Tampa Bay {ot} 30-24 
Denver 30-20 
Houston 27-20 
Carolina 35-32 
Buffalo 38-24 
at Kansas City 13-21 
at LA, Chargers 19-16 
Indianapolis 33-25 


at Denver 


PASSING 
Derek Carr 
Connor Cook 
RUSHING 
Latavius Murray 
Jalen Richard 
shington 
RECEIVING 
Michael Crabtree 003 11.3 
Amari Cooper 139 
Seth Roberts 10.6 
falford 109 
33 2646 80 
KICKING: Sebastian Janikowski, 29-35 FGs, 37-39 
PAT, 124 points 


TACKLES: Malcolm Smith, 103; Khalil Mack, 73 
‘SACKS: Khalil Mack, 11.0; Bruce Irvin, 7.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Reggie Nelson. 5; Three players 
tied with 2 


Team Offense Stat| NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 973.3 6 2 
Rushing 120.1 6 3 
Passing 23.213 6 
Scoring 26.0 7 2 
Third Down % 38117 8 
Punt Returns 93h Ni 4 
Kick Returns 205 S22 ST 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank AFC Rank 
Total 3751 26 13 
Rushing lb 3 10 
Passing 25 oh 14 
Scoring, ul 0 i 
Interceptions eas a 
Sacks B32 16 


Tumover Differential +16 Tl = TT 


‘AMARI COOPER 


After ranking sixth in total offense last season, the Raiders made a change at offensive 
coordinator, replacing Bill Musgrave, whose contract expired, with quarterbacks coach 
Todd Downing. Downing received high marks for tutoring Carr the past two seasons, 
but he has never been an offensive coordinator at any level and has never called plays. 
Downing has stressed the importance of having a balanced offense, so you can expect the 
Raiders to run the ball more often this season. 


DEFENSE ‘The Raiders ranked 26th in total defense last season and allowed an NFL- 
worst 6.1 yards per play. Defensive coordinator Ken Norton Jr. kept his job but, apparent- 
ly, not all of his power. Del Rio hired former Chargers defensive coordinator John Pagano 
to be his assistant head coach/defense. The Raiders can certainly use Pagano's experience, 
but time will tell how this move works out and how Norton responds to the pressure. 

Defensive end Khalil Mack, the reigning NFL Defensive Player of the Year, returns 
for his fourth season. Mack had 11 sacks, five forced fumbles, three fumble recoveries and 
a pick-six last year. Despite Mack’s remarkable season, the Raiders finished last in the 
NFL in sacks with just 25. Outside linebacker Bruce Irvin had seven sacks, and no other 
Raider had more than 2.5.'The Raiders desperately need promising defensive end Mario 
Edwards to stay healthy after two injury-hampered seasons. They also need more inside 
push, but defensive tackle Justin Ellis has zero career sacks in three seasons. Rookie tackle 
Eddie Vanderdoes, a third-round pick from UCLA, could add some push in the middle. 

Outside linebacker Jelani Jenkins, a free-agent pickup, missed nine games last year for 
Miami, but in his previous two seasons he had a combined 27 starts, 181 tackles and 3.5 
sacks. The job at middle linebacker appears to be wide open. Ben Heeney started the first 
two games last year but lost that job and then suffered a season-ending ankle injury in 
Week 4. Rookie Marquel Lee, a fifth-round pick from Wake Forest, could have a chance 
to start. But there’s also a chance that the Raiders could re-sign Perry Riley Jr., a free 
agent who started 11 games for them last year at middle linebacker. Cory James, who 
made five starts as a rookie last season, is another option. 

‘The Raiders ranked 24th against the pass last season, but their veteran secondary gives 
them some reason for optimism. Free safety Reggie Nelson had a team-high five in- 
terceptions and made the Pro Bowl in his first season with the Raiders. Strong safety 
Karl Joseph had a solid rookie season with 60 tackles and one interception. Starting 
cornerbacks Sean Smith and David Amerson return, but the Raiders drafted Ohio State 
cornerback Gareon Conley in the first round, and he could push for a starting job. Safety 
Obi Melifonwu, a second-round pick from Connecticut, could see time in the nickel 
defense, using his size to cover tight ends. 


SPECIALISTS ‘The Raiders added an explosive weapon to their kickoff return game 
when they signed Patterson. He led the NFL in kickoff return average in 2013 (32.4), 
"15 (31.8) and "16 (31.7) and has been named first-team All-Pro twice. Marquette King 
averaged 48.6 yards per punt last season, second highest in the NFL, and he'll help the 
Raiders flip field position again this year with his booming punts, Sebastian Janikowski 
returns for his 18th season and still boasts one of the NFL’ strongest kicking legs. Last 
year he made 29-of-35 attempts and was 26-of-27 from under 50 yards. 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Raiders should ride their explosive offense into the playoffs 
again, assuming Carr stays healthy, but they'll need to improve defensively to make a 
Super Bowl run. The Raiders, who have the NFL's fourth-toughest schedule, will be 
tested carly with three of their first four games on the road. They'll find out whether their 
lame-duck status affects their home-field advantage when they host the Jets in Week 2. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 159 


2017 \ETERAN RAIDERS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 


4 Car Derek 0B 63 715 3 fresmStte = 0214 DD Dakld 
8 Cook, Conor 08 64 27 1 MictiganStte O16 = DOakt6 
41 Manuel, 0B 4 2374 FloidaState—FA-Bu-IT—_D-But-13 

RUNNING BACKS. POS_HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
71 Sones, Tan RB 60 195 6 EastemWash,§— Ddb-] Déb- Gale 
1% lynch, Marshawn RBS 215 9 California VSea-17 D1-Buf-07 
49 Olawale, anize AB &1 M0 4 Narthleas © FAA? FacDal-12 
30 Richard, Jalen RBOOS8 207 1 Southern Miss FA-16 FA-Dak-18 
33 Washington, Dedndré RB 5B 71 TesTech 5-16 Lak TS 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
0 Brent, KL WR 63° 02 1 Wakeforest FAG Fea té 
87 Cook, Jared TE 65 2% 8  SouthCaroling —FA-GB-17 D3a-Ten-09 
89 Cooper, Amari WR $1 210 2 Nabama DS DiLak5 
15 Crabtree, Michael «= WRT 71S BS TeasTech «= FASS -SF-IN 
84 Halt, Cooper Te 63 240 3 Duke rls FaSeat? 
82 Holmes, Gabe TE 65 25 2 © Purdue FAS FADak- 15 
16 Holton, Johnny WR 6-1 188 = Cincinnati Fab Fa-Qak-16 
19 Mickens,Jaydon WR S10 176 1 Washington FA FaDakTé 
85 Malley Ryan TE 66 8 1 Pemsytrnia FA Fab 
4 Paterson, Cordanelle WR 6-2-7204 Temessee = FAMin-I7—DIc-Min-13 
10 Roberts, Seth WR 6-2 195 2 West Alabama FAS FADak-14 
6 Smith, Lee TE 66 16 6 Marshall FaBd-1S —DS-NE- 
98 Wilford, Cie Te 64 02 Miami 13.15 O3-Oak15 
74 Nexanda, Vad 6 65 3% 1 LSU 7-16 Oak 
18 Felina, Jon SIC 64 328 2 Mami WIG Deak 15 
77 Howard. Austin T 67 330) 7 Northern fowa FANS FA-Phi-10 
1 Hudson, Rodney C 62 3 6 FloidaState © FAKC-IS—DLKC-T 
44 Jackson, Gabe 6 63 395 3 Mississippi Sate 0216 = Dake 
79 Kikland, Denver WG 6-6 3% 1 kansas Fab Faak lb 
73 Newhouse, Martell = «TS 6-4 S287 TCU FAWIG-17 05-68-10 
67 Omoile, Oni G 62 30 1 — towaState FAB FA-Dak-16, 
Kelechi GT 65 30 8 lowaState © FABaL- 16 2b-Bal-12 
72 Penn, Donald T 64 35 1 UthState FAS Ftin-05 
68 Silberman, an G 65 3 2 BostonCallege FAG 06-SF-15 
96 Autry, Denico DL 65 270 3 Mississippi State FA-14 FA-Dak-14 
93 Bean, Jimmy DE 6-5 250 1 Oklahoma State FA-16 FA-Dak-16 
97 Edwards Maro = OE 6-3 7002 “FloidaState 02-15 OD TS 
78 Elis Justin DT 62 3% 3 LovismaTech © Dal Dka-Dak-1¢ 
98 Jackson, Branden OL 64 68 1 TevasTech «FA Peake T6 
75 Latham, Darius OT 6-4 306 1 Indiana FAB FA-Dak-16 
52 Mack, Kali DE 63 750 3 Buffalo og Di-ak-1¢ 
95 Ward, ied DL 65 271 Mis 02-16 De-DakT6 
58 Adams, Tyrell 1B 62 20 1 WestGenwia FAG FaSea-15 
Ball. Nein B63 2% 2 Flea O5t-15 Ds. 15 
1 Cathour, hitique (B64 2511 ‘MichiganStte 3-16 03-Dak-16 
47 Conse James (B63 26 1 StuthemUtsh FAL T6 FADakI6 
‘50 Heeney. Ben 1B 6-0 230 2 Kansas 063-15 Dha-Oak-15 
51 nin, Brace 1B G3 750 WestVirgia © FA-Sea-t6—DI-Sea-t2 
57 James, Cay BW &1 229 1 Colorado State 04-16 Dba l6s 
53 Jenkins, lai B60 m4 Floita FaMa-17 — DleMial3 
45 Mulumba, Andy (8 63 2603 stemMichigon FIT 7468-13 
46 Norman, Dwayne (B 6-0 2300 1 Duke FANT FA-Den-16 
99 Smith, Aldon 1B 6-4 265 «6 © Missouri FAIS DI-SF-11 
29 Amerson, David (B61 5 4 NCState Weiiast5 D2 Was-13 
3B Cari, B60 75 3 Ohio ets ——Dre-Dak-1h 
40 urden, Kenneth (B61 1821 Youngstown State FA-16 Faas 
‘32 Hamitan, Antonio CB 6D 188 1 ‘South Carolina St. FA-16 FAOak-16 
42 Joseph, Kat S 510 27 1 WestVirgiia 1-16 Di-ak-16 
73 Metal, Dexter BG] m0 2 Kansas O7e-1§ Drea 16 
39 McGill I Keith 0B 6-3 710) 3 Utah (Déb-16 (Déb-Dak-14 
27 ‘Nelson, Regie S 511 20 10 Florida FACin-16 —DI-Jac-07 
21 Smith, Sean (B63 20 8 Uh FAKC-T6.—O2-Mia-09 
‘SPECIALISTS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
59 Condo, Jon 1S 63 240 10 Nanfand = FAS Dal 
11 Janikowski, Sebastian K 61 265 17 Florida State 01-00 D1-Dak-00 
7 King, Marquette Po GD 19) 5 FortValeyState AZ FAak-12 
2 Tavechig, Giorgio K 51 182 1 California. FAT FASF-IZ 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 89 Amari Cooper 84 Cordarrelle Patterson 
WR 15 Michael Crabtree 10 Seth Roberts 

LT 72 Donald Penn 79. Denver Kirkland 

LG 70 Kelechi Osemele 67 Oni Omoile 

C 61. Rodney Hudson 76 Jon Feliciano 

RG 66 Gabe Jackson 7% Vadal Alexander 

RT 77 Austin Howard 73 Marshall Newhouse 
TE 86 Lee Smith 87 Jared Cook 

QB 4 Derek Carr 8 Connor Cook 

FB 49 Jamize Olawale 

RB 24 Marshawn Lynch 33 DeAndré Washington 
DEFENSE 

DE 97 Mario Edwards 96 Denico Autry 

DT 75. Darius Latham Eddie Vanderdoes (R) 
DT 78 Justin Ellis Treyvon Hester (R] 
DE 52 Khalil Mack 95. Jihad Ward 

SLB 51 Bruce Irvin 91 Shilique Calhoun 
MLB Marquel Lee [R] 57 Cory James 

WLB 53 Jelani Jenkins 58 Tyrell Adams 

CB 29 David Amerson Gareon Conley (R] 
CB 21 Sean Smith 38 TJ Carrie 

SS 42 Karl Joseph 39 Keith McGill 

FS 27 Reggie Nelson Obi Melifonwu [R] 
SPEGIALISTS 

K 11 Sebastian Janikowski KR 84 Cordarrelle Patterson 
P 7 MarquetteKing PR. 30 Jalen Richard 


PLAYER MOVEMENT (iets 


POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
ver apomions $_ Nate Allen ia 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM WR Ande Holmes Buffalo 
Tt Jared Cook Green Bay OT Stacy McGee Washington 
(LB lai Jenkins Miami RB Latavus Muay Minnesota 
RB Marshawn Lynch Seattle TE Mychal Rivera Jacksonville 
or Marshall Newhouse NY. Giants LB Malcolm Smith San Francisco 
WRIKR_Cordarlle Patterson Minesota OT Menek Watson Dene 


SCOUTING THE RAIDERS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP OAKLAND “No one can anticipate the 
ramifications of the announced move to Las Vegas, but the Raiders 
are in the unique position of having a really good team with stable 
leadership from the general manager, head coach and quarterback. 
.. Derek Carr emerged last year as a potential top-five quarterback 
because of his natural passing ability and off-the-charts intangibles. 
... His connection with Amari Cooper and Michael Crabtree will only 
improve, and look for new tight end Jared Cook to make an impact 
as a pass catcher. ... Everyone in the organization is excited about the 
arrival of Marshawn Lynch, but what does he have left?. ... While Carr 
should be fully recovered from the fractured leg he suffered at the 
end of the season, the real key to this offense has been the offensive 
line. The guard-center-guard trio of Kelechi Osemele, Rodney Hudson 
and Gabe Jackson is as good as any in the entire league. ... Other 
than Khalil Mack, the defense needed an infusion of playmakers at 
all levels, so the Raiders took a chance on Ohio State cornerback 
Gareon Conley, who was plagued by a rape allegation just days ahead 
of the draft. ... Free-agent corner Sean Smith was a disappointment 
in 2016, while safety Reggie Nelson continued his renaissance as 

an older player. ... The staff is expecting big things from safety Karl 
Joseph, who should be healthy and has a year in the system. ... The 
young stars get all the attention, but going from minus-15 to plus-1 
to plus-16 in the turnover margin over the last couple years is the 
secret to their rise in the AFC. That's all about coaching and putting 
an emphasis on protecting the football. The emotional toll of playing 
in front of a heartbroken fan base is difficult to forecast, but on paper, 
this team is primed to make a Super Bowl run.” 
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Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


COLLEGE 


RAIDERS IN THE 


DRAFT 


1. Gareon Conley 6-0 195 

2._ Obi Melifonwu 6-4 224 Connecticut 
3. Eddie Vanderdoes 6-3 305 UCLA 
4. David Sharpe oT 6-6 343 Florida 
5. _Marquel Lee LB 6-3 240 Wake Forest 
7, Shalom Luani S 5-11 202 Washington State 
7.__Jylan Ware. OT 6-8 295 Alabama State 
7. Elijah Hood RB__5-11 232 North Carolina 
7. Treyvon Hester oT 6-2 300 Toledo 


Raiders general manager Reggie McKenzie used his first three and five of his 
first six draft picks on defense, where Oakland has its greatest needs. Gareon 
Conley fell until late in the first round in large part because of a rape allega~ 
tion, which he strongly denied. McKenzie said the Raiders did their “due dili- 
gence” and felt confident in using a first-round pick on Conley, who could push 
for playing time this year. The 6'4", 224-pound Obi Melifonwu, another incredible 
athlete, could help the Raiders solve their problems covering tight ends. The 
Raiders have a big need at middle linebacker, and McKenzie finally got one in 
the fifth round when he chose Wake Forest's Marquel Lee. He has the size the 
Raiders like at the position and could challenge for a starting job as a rookie, 
Eddie Vanderdoes was plagued by injury and weight problems at UCLA, but he’s 
healthy and in shape now and could help fill a big need in the middle of the 


CASHING IN It took coach Jack Del Rio just 
two seasons to lead the Raiders back to the 
playoffs for the first time since 2002, and 
‘owner Mark Davis rewarded Del Rio with a 
new four-year contract. "Very appreciative of 
Mark Davis tearing up my contract and giving 
me a new four-year deal,” Del Rio said at the 
NFL Scouting Combine. “That was more of 
MD following through and being a man of his 
word.” Del Rio said his initial four-year deal 
“wasn’t a very good contract” for someone 
with nine years of experience as an NFL head 
coach, “But it was an opportunity, and | bet 
on our ability to get this thing turned around 
and | feel like we have,” Del Rio said, “He was 
a man of his word, and he stepped up and 
tore up that deal and gave me a new one.” 


MCKENZIE HONORED General manager 
Reggie McKenzie’s work building the Raid- 
ers into a playoff team didn’t go unnoticed. 
He was named the NFL's Executive of the 
Year by the Pro Football Writers of America. 
"The acknowledgment, to me, is for the 
organization, from the top down,” McKenzie 
says. “From the patience and the vision to- 
gether with me and [Mark Davis], on through 
the work, the daily work of the coaches and 
players and to play on Sunday. That's what 
the acknowledgement is really all about. You 
see the entire organization working together 
to win, That's what | see,” 

MACK ATTACK Raiders defensive end Khalil 
Mack didn’t attend the awards ceremony 
when he was named 2016 NFL Defensive 


Raiders’ defense. 


Player of the Year by the Associated Press, 
but he acknowledged the honor with a 
heartfelt message on Instagram. “I want 

to first thank my fellow NFL peers for this 
amazing honor,” Mack wrote. “It’s a privi- 
lege to play against you week in and week 
out. To my teammates, you know | couldn't 
have done this without you. Thank you to Mr. 
[Mark] Davis and Mr. [Reggie] McKenzie and 
the entire Oakland Raiders organization for 
giving me the opportunity to play the game 

I love. | want to say thank you to Raider 
Nation, the best fans in the world. And of 
course | want to thank my Mom and Dad, my 
family and friends for always believing in me 
and allowing me to pursue my dreams. It's 
truly a blessing to be named NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year.” 


ROOKIE RESPONDS Rookie offensive tackle 
David Sharpe, a fourth-round pick out of 
Florida, took issue with some pre-draft 
reports about the vision — or lack thereof 
—in his right eye. He flatly denied that he 
was legally blind in his right eye. “That info 
is definitely false,” Sharpe said. “All of it 

is false. Just had a little cataract removed 
when | was younger. Just been battling that 
since I've been young, but it doesn’t affect 
my play or vision or anything. I'm not blind.” 
Contrary to some reports, Sharpe said, he 
is not limited to playing on the left side. He 
said the vision in his right eye is “a little 
blurrier, but not much” more than that in 
his left. 


BERS T0 KN 


The Raiders ranked first in the 
NFL in Adjusted Sack Rate, 
allowing only 3.4 percent of their 
pass snaps to become sacks. 


Seth Roberts and Michael Crab- 
tree tied for the league lead in 
dropped passes with 12 each. 


Oakland ran the ball up the mid- 
dle on a league-high 75 percent 
of their carries 
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Kansas City at New England 


NY.Jets at Buffalo 
Jacksonville at Houston 
Baltimore at Cincinnati 
Oakland at Tennessee 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Tampa Bay at Miami 
Atlanta at Chicago 
Pittsburgh at Cleveland 
Arizona at Detroit 
Indianapolis at L.A. Rams 
Seattle at Green Bay 
Carolina at San Francisco 
NY. Glants at Dallas 


New Orleans at Minnesota 
LA. Chargers at Denver 


NFL 


yee 


wis oe 


WEEK? 
Houston at Cincinnati 


Cleveland at Baltimore 
Arizona at Indianapolis, 
Minnesota at Pittsburgh 
Chicago at Tampa Bay 

‘New England at New Orleans 
Philadelphia at Kansas City 
Tennessee at Jacksonville 
Buffalo at Carolina 

NY. Jets at Oakland 

Miami at L.A, Chargers 
Washington at L.A. Rams 
Dallas at Denver 

San Francisco at Seattle 
Green Bay at Atlanta 


Detroit at NY, Giants 


WEEKS 
LA. Rams at San Francisco 


Baltimore vs, Jacksonville (Lon) 
Atlanta at Detroit 

Houston at New England 
Miami at NY, Jets 
Pittsburgh at Chicago 
Denver at Buffalo 

New Orleans at Carolina 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota 
Cleveland at indianapolis 
NY. Giants at Philadelphia 
Seattle at Tennessee 
Cincinnati at Green Bay 
Kansas City at L.A, Chargers 
Oakland at Washington 


Dallas at Arizona 


SCHEDULES | 


WEEKS 
Chicago at Green Bay 


New Orleans vs, Miami (Lon.) 
Carolina at New England 
Jacksonville at NY. jets 
Buffalo at Atlanta 
Pittsburgh at Baltimore 
Cincinnati at Cleveland 
Detroit at Minnesota 

LA. Rams at Dallas 
Tennessee at Houston 

San Francisco at Arizona 

NY. Giants at Tampa Bay 
Philadelphia at L.A. Chargers 
Oakland at Denver 
Indianapolis at Seattle 


Washington at Kansas City 


WEEKS 
‘New England at Tampa Bay 


San Francisco at Indianapolis 
NY. lets at Cleveland 
Carolina at Detroit 

Buffalo at Cincinnati 

LA, Chargers at NY. Giants 
Arizona at Philadelphia 
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh 
Tennessee at Miami 
Seattle at L.A, Rams 
Baltimore at Oakland 
Green Bay at Dallas 
Kansas City at Houston 


Minnesota at Chicago 


ye: Atlanta, Denver, New 
Orleans, Washington 


WEEK 6 
Philadelphia at Carolina 


Cleveland at Houston 
Detroit at New Orleans 
Green Bay at Minnesota 
Chicago at Baltimore 
New England at NY. jets 
Miami at Atlanta 

San Francisco at Washington 
Tampa Bay at Arizona 
L.A. Rams at jacksonville 
Pittsburgh at Kansas City 
LA. Chargers at Oakland 
NY. Giants at Denver 


Indianapolis at Tennessee 


Bye: Buffalo, Cincinnati, alas, 
Seattle 


162 


Falcons, Newton, Carr, Marriotta: 
Tim Umphrey; E! 


Miller, Winsto 
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Thursday, Oct, 18 
Kansas City at Oakland 

Sunday, Oct. 22 
Carolina at Chicago 
Tennessee at Cleveland 
‘New Orleans at Green Bay 
NY.Jets at Miami 
Arizona vs. L.A. Rams (Lon) 
Tampa Bay at Buffalo 
Baltimore at Minnesota 
Jacksonville at indianapolis 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
Dallas at San Francisco 
Denver at L.A. Chargers 
Seattle at NY. Giants 
Atlanta at New England 

Monday, Oct, 23 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Bye: Detroit, Houston 


Thursday, Oct. 26 
Miami at Baltimore 
Sunday, Oct. 23 
Minnesota vs. Cleveland (Lon,) 
Oakland at Buffalo 
Atlanta at NY. Jets 
San Francisco at Philadelphia 
Indianapolis at Cincinnati 
Carolina at Tampa Bay 
LA, Chargers at New England 
Chicago at New Orleans 
Houston at Seattle 
Dallas at Washington 
Pittsburgh at Detroit 
Monday, Oct. 30, 
Denver at Kansas City 
Bye: Arizona, Green Bay 


Jacksonville, NY. Giants, 
CA. Rams, Tenmessee 


Thursday, Nov. 2 
Buffalo at NY. Jets 

Sunday, Nov. 5 
Baltimore at Tennessee 
Cincinnati at jacksonville 
Indianapolis at Houston 
Tampa Bay at New Orleans 
LA. Rams at NY. Giants 
Atlanta at Carolina 
Denver at Philadelphia 
Washington at Seattle 
Arizona at San Francisco 
Kansas City at Dallas 
Oakland at Miami 

Monday, Nov. 6 
Detroit at Green Bay 
‘Bye: Chicago, Minnesota 
Pittsburgh, L.A. Chargers 
Cleveland, New England 


Thursday, Nov. 9 
Seattle at Arizona 

Sunday, Nov, 12 
New Orleans at Buffalo 
NY. Jets at Tampa Bay 
Pittsburgh at Indianapolis, 
Cincinnati at Tennessee 
Minnesota at Washington 
LA. Chargers at jacksonville 
Green Bay at Chicago 
Cleveland at Detroit 
Houston at L.A. Rams 
Dallas at Atlanta 
‘NY. Glants at San Francisco 
New England at Denver 

Monday, Nov. 13 
Miami at Carolina 


Bye: Baltimore, Kansas City 
Oakland, Philadelphia 


Thursday, Nov. 16 
Tennessee at Pittsburgh 
Sunday, Nov. 19 
Arizona at Houston 
Detroit at Chicago 
Jacksonville at Cleveland 
Baltimore at Green Bay 
Washington at New Orleans 
Kansas City at NY. Giants 
LA. Rams at Minnesota 
Buffalo at L.A, Chargers 
Cincinnati at Denver 
New England vs. Oakland 
(Mexico City) 
Philadelphia at Dallas 
Monday, Nov. 20 
Atlanta at Seattle 


ye Carolin, Indian 
‘NY Jets, San Francisca, Tampa Bay 


Thursday, Nov, 23 
Minnesota at Detroit 
LA, Chargers at Dallas 
NY. Giants at Washington 

‘Sunday, Nov. 26 
Tennessee at Indianapolis 
Carolina at NY. jets 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 
Buffalo at Kansas City 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Miami at New England 
New Orleans at L.A. Rams 
Seattle at San Francisco 
Denver at Oakland 
Jacksonville at Arizona 
Green Bay at Pittsburgh 

Monday, Nov. 27 
Houston at Baltimore 


Thursday, Nov. 30 

Washington at Dallas 

Sunday, Dec. 3 
Minnesota at Atlanta 
San Francisco at Chicago 
Tampa Bay at Green Bay 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville 
Denver at Miami 
Carolina at New Orleans 
Kansas City at NY. Jets 
Detioit at Baltimore 
New England at Buffalo 
Houston at Tennessee 
Cleveland at L.A, Chargers 
NY. Giants at Oakland 
L.A. Rams at Arizona 
Philadelphia at Seattle 

Monday, Dec. 4 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 


KTS 
Thursday, Dec. 7 

New Orleans at Atlanta 

Sunday, Dec. 10 

Indianapolis at Buffalo 

Minnesota at Carolina 

Green Bay at Cleveland 

Oakland at Kansas City 

San Francisco at Houston 

Chicago at Cincinnati 

Detroit at Tampa Bay 

Seattle at Jacksonville 

Washington at L.A. Chargers 

Tennessee at Arizona 

NY. jets at Denver 

Philadelphia at L.A. Rams 

Dallas at NY. Giants 

Baltimore at Pittsburgh 
Monday, Dec, 11 

New England at Miami 


WEEK 
Thursday, Dec, 14 
Denver at Indianapolis, 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Chicago at Detroit 
LA. Chargers at Kansas City 
Sunday, Dec, 17 
NY, Jets at New Orleans 
Philadelphia at NY, Giants 
Houston at jacksonville 
Baltimore at Cleveland 
Miami at Buffalo 
Green Bay at Carolina 
Cincinnati at Minnesota 
Arizona at Washington 
LA. Rams at Seattle 
Tennessee at San Francisco 
New England at Pittsburgh 
Dallas at Oakland 
Monday, Dec, 18 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 


WEEK 16 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Indianapolis at Baltimore 
Minnesota at Green Bay 
Sunday, Dec, 24 
Cleveland at Chicago 
Tampa Bay at Carolina 
Detroit at Cincinnati 
LA. Rams at Tennessee 
Denver at Washington 
LA. Chargers at NY. Jets 
Miami at Kansas City 
Buffalo at New England 
Atlanta at New Orleans 
Jacksonville at San Francisco 
Seattle at Dallas 
NY. Giants at Arizona 

Moniday, Dec. 25 
Pittsburgh at Houston 
Oakland at Philadelphia 


N 


WEEK? 
‘Sunday, Dec, 31 
Cincinnati at Baltimore 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Houston at indianapolis 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Carolina at Atlanta 
Green Bay at Detroit 
Buffalo at Miami 
NY. Jets at New England 
Washington at NY. Giants 
New Orleans at Tampa Bay 
Jacksonville at Tennessee 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Oakland at LA. Chargers, 
Kansas City at Denver 
Aizona at Seattle 
San Francisco at L.A, Rams 


POSTSEASON 
Saturday, Jan. 6 
Sunday, Jan.7 
AFC and NFC 
Wild Card Playoffs 

Saturday, jan. 13 

‘Sunday, Jan. 14 

AFCand NEC 
Divisional Playoffs 
Sunday, Jan, 21 
AFCand NFC 
Championship Games 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
Super Bow Lil 
Minneapolis, MN (NBC) 
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(PLAYOFFS 
NEC PLAYOFF SEEDING 


1. Green Bay 
2. Atlanta 
3. Dallas 
4, Seattle 
5. N.Y. Giants: 
6. Arizona 


WILD CARD 


Dallas over Arizona 
N.Y. Giants over Seattle 


DIVISIONAL ROUND 


Green Bay over N.Y. Giants 
Atlanta over Dallas 


NFC CHAMPIONSHIP 


Green Bay over Atlanta 


SUPER BOWL LII 


New England over Green Bay 


LY [keh] SPORTS, 


AMCKICA'S PREMIER SPORTS PUBLISHER 


NFC POWER RANKINGS 


1, Green Bay 
2, Atlanta 

3. Dallas 

4. N.Y. Giants 

5, Seattle 

6. Arizona 

7, Carolina 

8. Tampa Bay 

9. Detroit 

10. Minnesota 

11. New Orleans 
12, Washington 
13. Philadelphia 
14. Chicago 

15. L.A. Rams 

16, San Francisco 


PREDICTIONS 


1. Dallas Cowboys 
Can Dak Prescott and Ezekiel Elliott 
repeat their rookie success? 


2. New York Giants 
Offensive line questions linger, but 
otherwise they look like contenders 


3, Washington Redskins 
Typical Redskins dysfunction showed up 
again in the offseason. 


4, Philadelphia Eagles 
Carson Wentz has some new targets, but 
there are still too many holes. 


1, Atlanta Falcons 
Biggest hurdle may be bouncing back 
from historic Super Bowl collapse. 


2. Carolina Panthers 
Panthers still will go as far as Cam 
Newton can take them. 


3, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Bucs got Jameis Winston some more 
weapons, Can the defense hold up? 


4, New Orleans Saints 
Someone has to finish last in a division 
without a truly bad team. 


AARON RODGERS. 
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1. Green Bay Packers 
Aaron Rodgers’ strong finish in 2016 
showed he has plenty left 


2. Detroit Lions 
Can the Lions make back-to-back playoff 
trips for the first time in two decades? 


3. Minnesota Vikings 
Much-needed changes to the offensive 
line could key return to postseason. 


4, Chicago Bears 
Signed Mike Glennon and drafted Mitch 
Trubisky. As if they had no other issues. 


1, Seattle Seahawks 
Still the class of the division, but they 
didn’t exactly attack their OL issues. 


2. Arizona Cardinals 
The Cards’ window for a Super Bowl run 
may close if it doesn't happen in 2017. 


3, Los Angeles Rams 
Jared Goff must show some signs of 
improvement in his sophomore season. 


4, San Francisco 49ers 
Long-term rebuilding has begun, but GM 
John Lynch has his work cut out. 


ison McC! 


Harri 


NFC COORDINATOR CAROUSEL 


ATLANTA FALCONS 

Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Kyle Shanahan Steve Sarkisian 
Sark arrives with some baggage — an 
ugly departure from USC and a strange 
one-game stint as Alabama's offensive 
coordinator — but he slides into one of 
the best situations in the league. Atlanta 
just had a dominant offensive season and 
returns all its key pieces, but Falcons fans 
are welcoming the fresh start after Shana- 
han’s questionable play calling during the 
Super Bowl collapse. 


ATLANTA FALCONS 
Defensive Coordinator 
Old: Richard Smith 

Marquand Manuel 
At 37, Manuel is unseasoned after only 
four years as an NFL assistant. But his rel- 
atively meteoric rise has been hastened by 
some obvious skills as a leader and teach- 
er. He's made enough of an impression on 
Dan Quinn during their time together in 
Seattle and Atlanta for Quinn to hand him 
the reins of the defense coming off a Super 
Bowl appearance, 


CAROLINA PANTHERS 

Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Sean McDermott Steve Wilks 
The defensive backs coach in Carolina 
since 2012, Wilks has paid his dues in a 
22-year coaching career that has included 
stints with eight colleges and three NFL 
franchises. His association with Ron Rivera 
goes back to 2007, when the two worked 
together in Chicago, and Rivera has brought 
Wilks along to each subsequent stop. 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 

Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Rob Boras Matt LaFleur 
Another first-time coordinator, the former 
Falcons quarterbacks coach parlayed the 
best season of Matt Ryan's career into a job 
with a new regime in Los Angeles. LaFleur 
faces an entirely different challenge in L.A., 
where No. 1 overall draft pick Jared Goff 
struggled during an 0-7 audition. There's 
nowhere to go but up, but the youthful en- 
thusiasm of the 36-year-old LaFleur (and his 
31-year-old boss, Sean McVay) will be tested. 
The top priority will be to unleash running 
back Todd Gurley after a sophomore slump. 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 

Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Curtis Modkins Kyle Shanahan 
Shanahan, the new boss in San Francisco, 
will call his own plays. Of more concern 
than the play calling, however, is the 
complete makeover at the quarterback 
position, Likely starter Brian Hoyer will en- 
joy playing for Shanahan, who has tutored 
quarterbacks of varying skill sets — from 
Robert Griffin Ill to Matt Ryan — to high 
levels of success. Shanahan will get plenty 
of time to prove himself. 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 

Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Jim O'Neil Robert Saleh 
Saleh’s new boss, Kyle Shanahan, says 
that Saleh is “as smart as anyone I've been 
around.” Saleh will need every bit of that 
acumen to rebuild a San Francisco defense 
that was last in the NFL in scoring, rushing 
and total defense. Saleh will try to imple- 
ment his version of the Seahawks’ scheme 
— the difference being, he lacks the Sea- 
hawks’ personnel. Saleh, 38, is in his first 
NFL coordinator job, and if can succeed in 
San Fran, he'll write his own ticket. 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 

Offensive Coordinator 

Old: Sean McVay Matt Cavanaugh 
Kirk Cousins’ position coach is now his co- 
ordinator, as Cavanaugh takes the reins of 
an offense that Cousins has run well under 
Cavanaugh’s tutelage for two record-break- 
ing seasons. Last season, Cousins threw 
for a franchise-record 4,917 yards with 25 
touchdowns. This is the 60-year-old Cava- 
naugh’s fourth coordinator job after stints 
in Chicago [1997-98], Baltimore (1999-2004) 
and Pittsburgh (2005-08). 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 

Defensive Coordinator 

Old: Joe Barry Greg Manusky 
While Manusky, who coached outside line- 
backers for Washington last season, may 
be a rather uninspiring hire, he does have 
plenty of experience. Head coach Jay Grud- 
en was looking for fresh perspective and 
renewed energy ona lackluster defense, 
and he thinks he found it in Manusky, who 
also impressed the detail-oriented Gruden 
with his organizational skills. 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER 


OF THE YEAR 


Aaron Rodgers, QB, Green Bay 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER 


OF THE YEAR 


Vic Beasley, DE, Atlanta 


COMEBACK PLAYER 


OF THE YEAR 


NaVorro Bowman, LB, San Francisco 


OFFENSIVE ROOKIE 


OF THE YEAR 


Christian McCaffrey, RB, Carolina 


DEFENSIVE ROOKIE 


OF THE YEAR 


Solomon Thomas, DE, San Francisco 


COACH OF THE YEAR 


Ron Rivera, Carolina 
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DALLAS 


he Cowboys seemingly took an offseason step back after last season's surprising suc- 
cess, Executive vice president Stephen Jones conceded as much after the Cowboys 
lost 11 players in free agency and two to retirement. Those 11 players started 546 
career games for the Cowboys, including 94 Ason. 

Yet, owner Jerry Jones, ever the optimist, expects the Cowboys to be better. 

“We lost significant numbers of players, but we were selective on what we lost,” Jones 
says, “So it’s important that these [rookies] play ... and they need to play. The ones that we 
drafted last year really need to play. I wouldn't dare project the record of what we can do, 
but I think we've got a team that right now is better — because of the prospects — than the 
one we ended out the year with, I think it’s really got the chance to be better the right way, 
which is to be younger.” 

After finishing 13-3 last season, the Cowboys might find that record difficult to top this 
season. But the goal is the same as it’s been every year since 1995 when they won their last 
Super Bowl — to get back to the Promised Land, 


OFFENSE | The plan for Dak Prescott 
hind Tony Romo. But the Cowboys’ best-laid plans blew up in training 
quarterback Kellen Moore broke his right leg and, three weeks later, Romo fractured his 
back. Prescott, a fourth-round selection, had arguably the best rookie season by a quarter- 
back in NFL history and won Offensive Rookie of the Year over teammate Ezekiel Elliott, 
Prescott pushed Romo into retirement, with the Cowboys handing the keys to the young: 
ster. Moore, who missed all of last season, re-signed. The 27-) favorite of 
offensive coordinator Scott Linehan. 

Elliott led the league in rushing as a rookie, gaining 1,631 yards and earning six MVP 
votes. Elliott could contribute more in the passing game after the free-agent departure 
of third-down back Lance Dunbar. The Cowboys aren't worried about Elliott’s workload 
after giving him 354 touch ‘ason, Elliott had 322 carries and 32 receptions in 716 
offensive snaps in the regular season. He played another 56 snaps with 23 touches in the 
postseason. (DeMarco Murray had 449 touches on 782 snaps in 2014 for the Cowboys 
when he led the league in rushing.) Elliott gained 833 yards and scored seven touchdowns 
on 166 first-half carries — a 5.02 average per carry — and 922 yards and eight touchdowns 
on 178 carries in the second half and overtime, a 

The Cowboys re-signed Darren McFadden ry backup. McFadden, a 
1,000-yard rusher in 2015, missed most of last season with a fractured right elbow. Former 
linebacker Keith Smith played fullback on 12.6 percent of the offensive snaps last season, 
mostly in short-yardage and goal-line situations. 

Receivers Cole Beasley, Dez Bryant and ‘Terrance Williams combined for 169 recep- 
tions, 2,223 yards and 17 touchdow: eason, They rank among the best units in the 


ch and learn be- 
samp when backup 


on was for him to sit, 


NEC EAST RECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 
OWNER/PRESIDENT/GENERAL MANAGER: Jerry Jones 
CCOD/EXECUTIVE VP/DIRECTOR OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: 
Stephen Jones 

SENIOR DIR. OF FOOTBALL ADMIN: Todd Williams 
DIRECTOR OF PRO SCOUTING: Judd Garrett 
STADIUM: AT&T Stadium (100,000) 

SURFACE: Matrix Turf 

WEBSITE: www.dallascowboys.com 

TICKETS: 1-817-892-4400 

TRAINING CAMP: River Ridge Playing Fields 
(Oxnard, Calif.) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Jason Garrett 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 58-46 

CAREER RECORD: 58-46 

‘ASST. HEAD COACH/SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: 
Rich Bisaccia 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Rod Marinelli 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Scott Linehan 
QUARTERBACKS: Wade Wilson 

RUNNING BACKS: Gary Brown 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Derek Dooley 

TIGHT ENDS; Mike Pope 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Frank Pollack 
DEFENSIVE ENDS: Ben Bloom 

DEFENSIVE TACKLES: Leon Lett 
LUNEBACKERS: Matt Eberflus 
‘SECONDARY: Joe Baker 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


iver, Prescott found a rity blanket in 


Beasley, who led the team in receptions (75) 


league. While Bryant remains their big-play 
2017 SCHEDU 


and receiving yards (833) for the first time. 20168 
‘The Cowboys re-signed Brice But heir Mal sae 
fourth receiver and added North Caroli 8:30 | 11-5 
Ryan Switzer in the draft. Switzer is a Bea- 4:25) 9-7 
sley lookalike and will likely replace Lucky aa tat 
Whitehead. eau 
Jason Witten, 36, signed a new deal in the j 
offseason that virtually assures he will finish ae ote 
his career with the Cowboys. Although he pagal ety 
played all 16 games for a 13th consecutive esieee 
season, Witten isn't the same Pro Bow! tight 405 | 118 
end he once was. Geoff Swaim became an ees: 
important part of the offense last season with Ny) 4:30} 5-11 
his blocking and a handful of clutch catches. } 3.25 |8-7-1 
‘The Cowboys missed Swaim when a torn 4.25] 11-5 
pectoral muscle ended his season after 10 8:30 | 12-4 
games. James Hanna, another solid blocker, | 4:25 0-5-1 
returns after missing all of 2016. 4 1:00| 7-9 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 
Total Total | Scoring | Scoring 
Offense Defense Offense | Defense 
330.7 (25]| 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 (2) 
323.1 (271| 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) 18.6 (4) 
366.8 (9]| 305.2 (2)| 26.1 (6)| 22.6 (14) 
262.7 (32)| 337.0 (9} | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) 
348.8 (8)| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
308.1 (31]] 406.4 (32) | 19.3 {271 | 30.0 (32) 
403.4 (3}| 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 
343.0 (20]] 368.5 (24) | 24.3 (13)] 19.4. (7) 
415.8 (2) 371.2 (25) | 338 (1) 25.4 (27) 
337.4 (22) 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
356.8 (14) | 347.1 (16) | 25.6 (9) | 26.4 (29) 
403.4 (3) 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12)] 239 (19)] 
330.7 (25) 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 [2] 2 
373.3 (6)| 375.1 (26) | 26.0 [71] 24.1 (20)] = 
357.2 (12]| 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (180) ] 183 (3)} 
337.4 (22)| 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (14)| 20.7 (12)] 8 
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4 
‘S 


oe DAK PRESCOTT! — 


AVY. Giants 
at Washington W 
Chicago V 
at San Francisco 
Cincinnati 

at Green Bay, W 
Philadelphia (ot) 

at Cleveland WwW 
at Pittsburgh y 
Baltimore W 
Washington 
at Minnesota 
at N.Y. Giants 
Tampa Bay W 
Detroit V 
at Philadelphia 


re 


PASSING COMP YDS 
Dak Prescott BN 3,667 
SI Yos _ AVG 


103) 6.1 
Alfred Morris U3 35 


Dak Prescott m2 4.9 
RECEIVING 


Cole Beasley 
Jason Witten 

Dez Bryant 

Terrance Williams 
Ezekiel Elliott 


21-23 
31-17 
24-17 
28-14 
30-16 
29-23 
35-10 
35-30 
Wl 
31-26 
Wb 

7-10 
26-20 
42-21 
13-27 


31-34 


TO_INT 
B 4 
i 
1b 

2 

6 


KICKING: Dan Bailey, 27-32 FGs, 46-46 PAT, 127 points 


TACKLES: Sean Lee, 146; Byron Jones, BB 


SACKS: Benson Mayowa, 6.0; Malik Collins, 6.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Barry Church, 2; Seven players 


tied with 1 


2016 SiAI 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 376.7 § 4 
Rushing 149.8 2 i 
Passing 69 23 13 
Scoring 26.3 § 4 
Third Down % 423 10 6 
Punt Returns TM 23 13 
Kick Returns 20.5 122 i 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank .NFC Rank 
Total M3914 7 
Rushing 035 1 i} 
Passing 204 26 W 
Scoring 1915 é] 
Interceptions 9 m7 14 
Sacks % 13 9 


Tumover Differential +5 19 


The Cowboys’ offensive line has earned the title of the league’s best. Left tackle Tyron 
Smith, right guard Zack Martin and center Travis Frederick earned three of the five All-Pro 
spots last season. But for the first time in three years, the Cowboys face uncertainty up front, 
Right tackle Doug Free unexpectedly retired aft son, leaving a hole. 'The Cowboys 
have moved La'el Collins, who started the first three games at left guard last season before 
undergoing toe s , who has 
spent most of his first two seasons in the training room with only two career starts, also will 
get to compete for playing time at tackle, Dallas signed tackle Byron Bell and guard Jona- 
than Cooper as insurance, and Cooper gets the first crack at left guard, 


DEFENSE ‘The Cowboys had 36 sacks, five more than the previous season, but it marked 
the fifth consecutive finished outside of the league’s top 10, They have not 
had a player with double-digit sacks since defensive tackle Jason Hatcher had 11 in 2013. 
‘The Cowboys made no secret of seeking a “war daddy” pass rusher, something they haven't 
had since DeMarcus Ware. They drafted Taco Charlton in the first round, but he isn't that. 
Hell instead join the rotation, DeMarcus Lawrence, who showed promise in 2015 with a 
team-leading eight sacks, took 
yet another back surgery in the o 
expect more from Tyrone Crawford, wh 
end Charles Tapper, a third-round pi in 2016, spent okie season on injured reserve. 
Malick Collins, who had a solid rookie season, and Cedric Thornton, who took awhile to 
adapt to Rod Marinelli’s scheme, will play big roles inside. 

Sean Lee didnt make the Pro Bowl, but he was rewarded with All-Pro honors for the 
first time. Lee, the d only star, made 145 tackles and 12 tackles for a loss. Versatile 
Anthony Hitchens started every game at middle linebacker last season and made 78 tackles. 
‘The Cowboys could move him to the strong side, where Damien Wilson started six times 
and Kyle Wilber once in the seven times in 2016 that the team didn't open in the nickel, 
That's b the Cowboys expect Jaylon Smith, a second-round pick last year, to play in 
2017 after a major knee injury in his final game at Notre Dame. 

‘The Cowboys revamped their secondary after losing cornerbacks Brandon Cart and Morris 
Claiborne and safeties Barry Church and J.J. Wilcox i None of the four was 
special, though as a group they contributed 39 starts, 254 tackles, five interceptions and 28 
defensed passes last season. ‘The Cowboys signed Nolan Carroll in free agency to pair with 
returnees Orlando Scandrick and Anthony Brown. After drafting three corners, including 
Chidobe Awuzie in the second round and Jourdan Lewis in the third, the Cowboys could 
move on from Scandrick. Free safety Byron Jones is the only guaranteed starter in the sec- 
ondary, although Jeff Heath, a core special teams player, will get the first shot at strong safety. 


SPECIALISTS Dan B: the second-most accurate placekicker in NFL history, 
making 89.5 percent of his field goals. Punter Chris Jones had his best season with a 45.9- 
yard average, a 40.5 net and only four touchbacks, Unhappy with Whitehead’s production 
as a returner, the Cowboys drafted Switzer. The Cowboys averaged only 7.1 yards per punt 
return and 20.5 yards per kickoff return last season. 


t bid or returns to ta Defensive 


a 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Cowboys surprised everyone last season with a rookie quarter- 
back and a rookie running back leading them to the NFC’s best regular-season record, But a 
divisional-round playoff loss at home left a sour taste. The Cowboys expect more this season 
despite their losses in free agency and to retirement, but the division has improved since last 
season. They might not reproduce the regular-season record, but taking the next step in the 
postseason is the goal. 
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Layne Murdoch 


2017 \ETERAN COWBOYS ROST 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 


7 Moore, Kellen 0B 60 20 5 
4 Prescott, Dak 0B 62 81 


Boise State FAAS 
Mississipi State O4b-16 


RUNNING BACKS POS HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 


‘21 Eliot, Ezekiel RR 0 725 «1 Ohio State O16 

‘20 McFadden, Darren RR 61 7209 Atkansas Fa-Oak-16 

46 Monts, Alfred RB 5-10 722 © § Florida Atlantic FA-Was-16 

41 Smith, Keith FR 6-0 260 3 Sandose State FA-18. 

45 Smith, Rod FR 6-3. 240 2 Ohio State WeSea-15, 

RECEIVERS POS HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 

11 Beasley, Cole WR 5-6 180 5 SMU FAIZ 

88 Bryant, Dez WR 6-2 20 7 Oklahoma State 01-10 

19 Butler, Brice WR 6-3 715 4 —SanDDiegoState TOak-16 

80 Gathers, Rico TE 6-6 2811 Baylor Déd-16 
Hamlett, Connor TE 6-7 259 1 Oregon State FAT 

84 Hanna, James TE 6-4 260 5 — Oklaboma 06-12 

81 Jones, Andy WR 6-1 222 1 Jacksonville FA-T6 
McDuttie, Quincy WR 510 179 1 UCF FANT 
Nwachukwu, Uzoma = WR 6-0 1941 Texas ARM FANT 

87. Swaim, Geoff TE 6-4 260-2 Texas Dle-tb 

13 Whitehead, Lucky WR 59 180 2 Florida Atlantic FA-15 

83 Wiliams, Terrance WR 6-2 210 4 Baylor 033-13 

82 Witten, Jason TE 6-6 26314 Tennessee 03-03, 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 


75 Bell, Byron T 65 30 6 
63 Cleary, Emmett Ol 67 3h 


1 
7 Colin, tal 6 64 35 2 UU FA5 
44 Cooper, Jonathan 6 62 310 3 NorthCaring FAT 
67 ‘DeBord, Clay T 6-6 3051 Eastern Washington FA-16 
78 Edwards, Kadeem G 64 B21 Temessee State FAIS 
72 Frederick, Tavis C64 M8 4 Wisconsin 0-13 
79 Green, Char T 65 318 2 Flos 0345 
73 Looney Joe C63 31 LakeWorth ——FAen-16 
70 Martin, Zack 6 64 315 3 NoteDame 1-4 
77 Smith, Tyron T 65 3 6 USC onl 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
9% Colin, Malick OT 6-2 3051 Nebraska 016 
98 Crawford, Tyrone DL 64 25 5 BoseState 3-12 
94, Gregory Randy DE 65 25 7 Nebraska 02-15 
9% Anvin, David DL 6-7 785 2 lowaState ——PS-KC-15. 
Jones, Lenny DE 63 710 1 Nevada FA 
90 Lawrence, DeMarcus «DE 6-3 7703 Boise State © 2-14 
98 Mayowa, Benson DE 63 26 4 idaho FADak-16 
Nore, Damntre DE 6-5 260 4 © TerasABM = FA-Sea-17 
55 Paes, Stephen OT 6-1 3006 Oregonstate —FAle-17 
99 Tappe, Charles DE 62 270 1 Oahoma Dia-t6 
92 Thomntan, Cede TT 6-4 295 5 Southern Arkansas FA-Pi-16 
Wood, Zach DL 63 221 SMU Fab 
LINEBACKERS. POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
48 Georg, Jeremiah 1B 51 2% 3 lowaState = FAL 
59 Hitchens, Anthony B60 25 3 low 04-14 
50 Lee, Sean (8 6-2 7 7 PemState = 02-10 
Lote, Jon iB 5 7332 UN FA? 
53 Nreocha, Mak (8 6-3 240-2 Wyoming U7a-15 
54 Smith, ayion 1B 6-2 240 1 NoteDame 02-16 
51 Wilber, Kyle 1B 6-4 2655 Wake Forest = lat 
57 Wison, Damien 1B 61 245 2 Minnesota 4-15 


DEFENSIVEBACKS POS HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 


Blanton, Robert S61 200 5 NotreDame = FA-Buf-17 
30 Brown, Anthony CB 5-1 1% 1 Purdue Dbat6 
24 Caroll, Notan CB 61 057 Maryland FAP? 
35 Freer, avon S60 215 1 Central Michigan Dbb-16 
38 Heath, Jeff S61 22 4 Saginaw Valley St. FA-13 
31 Jones, Byron S 6-0 205 2 Connecticut «= OT-15 
37 McKinnon, Jeremiah = CBD 1961 FANT 
3 Mefadden, Leon CB 5410 190 3 SanDiegoState FAI6 
32 Scandrick, Ortando CB 5-10 19 9 BoiseState 05-08 
29 Seamstet, Sammy (B 60 205 1 ‘Mile Tennessee FA-16 
28 Showers, Jameill S 61 20 1 UTEP FAB 

Thomas, Duke 51 178 1 Texas FAT 
SPECIALISTS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
5 Bailey, Dan K 60 198 6 OklahomaState FAI 

6 Jones, Chris P 6-0 205 «5 Carson Newman FA-T1 


11 Ladouceur, Louis-Philippe 1S 6-5 286 12 


New Mexico FAven-17 
Boston Cllege FAG 


California FAAS 


ENTRY, 
FacDet-12 
Déb-Dal-16 
ENTRY, 
Di-Dal-16 
Di-0ak-08 
Dé-Was-12 
FA-Dal-14 
FA-Sea-16 
ENTRY, 
FA-Dal-12 
D1-Dal-10 
Dfa-Oak-13 
Déd-Dal-16 
Fa-Jac-15, 
Db-Dal-12 
FA-Dal-16 
FA-Den-13 
FasHou-13 
Oe-Dal-16 
FA-Dal-15, 
033-Dal-13 
03-0al-03 
ENTRY 
FASCarT1 
Fasnd-13 
FA-Dal-15, 
Di-Ai-13 
FAAAri-16 
05-18-14 
D1-Dal-13 
O3-Dal-16 
DU-SF-1Z 
OI-Dal-14 
Di-Dal-t1 
ENTRY, 
O3-Dal-16 
3-Dal-12 
De-Dal-15 
FAKES 
FALSF-16 
D2-Dal-14 
FA-Sea-13 
O3-NVG-13 
O-Chi-11 
fa-Dal-16 
FAP 
FA-Dal-16 
ENTRY, 
O5-NYI-146 
Dé-Dal-14 
02-Dal-10 
FAa-Sea-13 
Dra-Dal-15 
D-Dal-16 
Dia-Dal-12 
Dé-Dal-15 


O5-Min-12 
‘Dia-Dal-16 
05-Mia-10 
Déb-Dal-16 
FacDal-13 
Di-Dal-15 
FA-Dal-16 
D3-Cle-13 
05-Dal-08 
FABal-1d 
FALDal-15 
FA-Hou-16 
ENTRY. 
FAeDal-1} 
FaDal-11 
FANO-05 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
WR 88 Dez Bryant 19 Brice Butler 
WR 11 Cole Beasley 10. Ryan Switzer (R) 
WR 83 Terrance Williams 19 Brice Butler 
UT 77 Tyron Smith 75 Byron Bell 
LG 64 Jonathan Cooper 63 Emmett Cleary 
Cc 72. Travis Frederick 73 Joe Looney 
RG 70 Zack Martin 63 Emmett Cleary 
RT 71 Lael Collins 79 Chaz Green 
TE 82. Jason Witten 87. Geoff Swaim 
QB 4 Dak Prescott 17 Kellen Moore 
RB 21. Ezekiel Elliott 20 Darren McFadden 
DEFENSE 
DE 98 Tyrone Crawford 97 Taco Charlton (R) 
DT 96 Maliek Collins 95 David Irving 
DT 92 Cedric Thornton 55 Stephen Paea 
DE 90 DeMarcus Lawrence 93 Benson Mayowa 
WLB 50 Sean Lee 53 Mark Nzeocha 
MLB 59. Anthony Hitchens 54 Jaylon Smith 
SLB 57 Damien Wilson 59 Anthony Hitchens 
CB 30 Anthony Brown 24 Nolan Carroll 
CB 32 OrlandoScandrick 33 Chidobe Awuzie (RI 
FS 31. Byron Jones 35 Kavon Frazier 
SS 38 Jeff Heath Robert Blanton 
SPECIALISTS 
K 5. DanBailey KR 10. Ryan Switzer (R] 
P& Chris Jones PR 10 Ryan Switzer (R) 
PLAVER MOVEMENT (esduches 
POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
Key ADDITIONS 8 —_Brandon Carr Baltimore 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM S Bary Chuch __Jacksovile 
or Byron Bell. Tennessee CB Morris Claiborne NY. Jets 
Robert Blanton Bufo OL_—_Jck rtrd ‘tanta 
CB Nolan Caroll Philadelphia TE Gavin Escobar Kansas City 
(16 Jonathan Cooper Cleveland. RT___ Doug ree Reted 
OE Damontre Moore Seattle 0G Ron Leary Denver 
OT Stephen Pata Cleveland OT Terell Metin Washnaton 
0B Tony Romo Retired 
$1). Wileox __Tammpa Bay 


SCOUTING THE COWBOYS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP DALLAS “I don't recall seeing a college 
quarterback improve his passing more in a short period of time than 
Dak Prescott. His spirals were cleaner, and when people were open, 
he put the football on therm. ... Heading into 2017 though, his world 
has changed, because of the impossibly high expectations, no more 
Tony Romo in the quarterback room and opponent defensive coordi- 
nators having an offseason to break down his game. ... What hasn't 
changed is that the Cowboys still have the best offensive line in the 
league paired off with arguably the most talented workhorse running 
back in Ezekiel Elliott. Elliott raced to 1,631 yards and 15 touchdowns 
to codify the Cowboys’ master plan of taking some pressure off the 
QB and their defense. ... With three former first-round picks up front, 
Dallas only has to sort out where La’el Collins fits as a left guard 

or right tackle after Ronald Leary was lost in free agency and Doug 
Free retired. ...All the focus in the draft went to defense, where they 
lean on coordinator Rod Marinelli to pull it all together. ... Across the 
league, defensive end Taco Charlton, cornerback Chidobe Awuzie 
and cornerback Jourdan Lewis were all seen as second-round picks, 
with Taco being a reach and Lewis deemed a value. ... Almost their 
entire secondary walked in free agency, so the two rookies will have 
to play. .. The Cowboys should be good, but a tougher schedule, 
sophomore slumps and the weight of expectations will likely keep 
them from reaching 13 wins again.” 
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BIG NUMBERS Tony Romo retired in 
possession of most of the Cowboys passing 
records. He also retired as the highest-paid 
player in franchise history. Romo made 
$127.42 million in 14 seasons after accept- 
ing a $10,000 signing bonus as an undrafted 
free agent in 2004, That includes $31.17 
million in salary, $38.81 million in signing 
bonuses and $49 million in restructured 
bonuses. 

WHO'S NEXT? Does DeMarcus Ware or 
Jerry Jones become the next inductee into 
the Cowboys’ Ring of Honor? Jones makes 
the decisions on the names ringing AT&T 
Stadium. But executive vice president Ste- 
phen Jones says he will make the decision 
to honor his father, who earns induction 
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in August. 
Jerry Jones says the team will honor Ware, 
the franchise's all-time sacks leader, in the 
Ring of Honor one day. Twenty-one men 
have earned induction into the Cowboys’ 
Ring of Honor. Safety Darren Woodson was 
the most recent honoree (2015). 


EMPTY ACCOLADES Since 2002, Cowboys 
draft picks have earned a combined 62 Pro 
Bowl berths, The Chiefs rank second with 
45, the Ravens third with 42 and the Patriots 
fourth with 41. But the Cowboys have no 
Super Bowls to show for it, having won their 
last title in 1995. 


LACK OF SACKS The Cowboys have not had 
a double-digit sack leader since defensive 
tackle Jason Hatcher had 11 in 2013. Ware 
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PLAYER POs 
._ Taco Charlton 
Chidobe Awuzie cB 


Wy | 
a. 


COLLEGE 


6-0 < 


___ Colorado 


. Jourdan Lewis CB 5-10 ‘182 Michigan 
4, Ryan Switzer WR 5-8 ‘181 North Carolina 
5._ Xavier Woods S 5-11 197 _Lowisiana Tech 
6._ Marquez White cB 60 «194 Florida State 
7._Joey Wvie Dr G3. 298 Florida 
7,_Noah Brown WR 6-2 222 Ohio State 
7._ Jordan Carrell Diane? 2005 Colorado 


was the team’s last defensive end to have 
double-digit sacks, getting 11.5 in 2012. 
Benson Mayowa led the 2016 Cowboys with 
six, 


I'MA COWBOY Ware retired as a Cowboy, 
signing a one-day deal on April 24, Ware, 
who played for the Cowboys from 2005- 
13, owns the team’s all-time sacks record 
with 117, He spent his final three seasons 
in Denver, winning a Super Bowl with the 
Broncos in 2015. 


JERRY'S WORLD The Cowboys have not 
found a home-field advantage at AT&T Sta- 
dium, going only 36-31 in the eight seasons 
playing in Arlington. The Cowboys, though, 
did go 7-1 there in the 2016 regular season 
before losing to the Packers at home in the 
postseason. 

JUST WIN The Cowboys have the league's 
highest all-time regular-season winning 
percentage at .573 (493-367-6). Green Bay 
ranks second with a .567 winning percent- 
age (730-553-37) 

WILD RIDE After three seasons of consis- 
tent mediocrity from 2011-13 — Dallas went 
8-8 each season — the Cowboys have been 
on quite the roller-coaster ride in recent 
years. In 2014, they went 12~4 and won 

the NFC East, The following season, they 
slumped to 4-12 and finished in last place. 
Then, a year ago, they went 13-3 — the 
franchise's best record since 2007 — and 
won the division again. 
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The Cowboys entered the draft wanting to address two needs — defensive end 
and cornerback. They didn’t find Jerry Jones’ “war daddy” pass rusher in Taco 
Charlton, a one-year starter who had 9.5 sacks last season, but the Michigan 
product will join defensive coordinator Rod Marinelli’s rotation. The Cowboys 
lost four key players in the secondary and drafted four. They considered Chidobe 
Awuzie at No. 28, but his lack of ideal size and length sent them to Charlton. The 
Cowboys were thrilled when Awuzie fell to them in the second round, and he will 
compete for a starting job along with Orlando Scandrick and Anthony Brown. 
Jourdan Lewis and Marquez White also will get chances to compete for playing 
time at the position, with the Cowboys having lost Brandon Carr and Morris Clai- 
borne in free agency. Xavier Woods will compete for playing time at safety after 
the Cowboys lost J.J. Wilcox and Barry Church in free agency, Marinelli loved the 
selection of Joey Ivie, and Terrell McClain’s departure in free agency gives hima 
chance to get on the field. The Cowboys expect Ryan Switzer, who had eight ca- 
reer punt return touchdowns, to supplant Lucky Whitehead as the punt returner. 


NUMBERS T0 KNO 


The Cowboys averaged 5.51 

Wf) points per red-zone appearance, 
second in the NFL only to the 
Titans 


Dallas ran less than the NFL aver 

) age (56 percent) up the middle, 

carrying the ball there only 47 
percent of the time, 


The Dallas defense had just 81 
missed tackles on the season, 
third fewest in the league 


§ 


-DEZBRYANT 


Charlton: AP; Bryant: Layne Murdoch 


NEW YORK 


GIANTS 


he Giants are in a full-out sprint to win one last championship in the Eli Manning 
Era. And the clock is ticking. 
‘That's what the last two offseasons have been all about. They spent $200 million 
a year ago to completely rebuild their defense, and then this offseason they added a 
33-year-old receiver (Brandon Marshall) who is the kind of big target Manning has been 
sorely missing. The goal is to squeeze one last Super Bowl out of their franchise quarterback 
before his contract expires after the 2019 season. 

‘They went 11-5 last year in Ben McAdoo's rookie season as head coach and returned to 
the playoffs for the first time since their last championship season, 2011. That was a good 
start, but they got bounced out of the playoffs with a lopsided loss to the Packers in Green 
Bay. This season, they are expecting a better ending. 


OFFENSE One of the biggest selling points for hiring McAdoo as Tom Coughlin's re- 
placement was the fact that the Giants’ offense finished in the top 10 in both of his seasons 
as offensive coordinator. Manning was thriving and the Giants didn't want to lose that 
momentum. So imagine their shock when they finished 25th in the league in total offense 
in 2016 and averaged less than 20 points per game. 

Odell Beckham Jr. has emerged as one of the top playmakers in the game, but the Giants 
became overly reliant on the All-Pro from LSU, who suffered through a nightmarish per- 
formance against Green Bay in his first career playoff game. The Giants need to diversify. 
Gone is Victor Cruz, who just wasn't his old self after knee and calf surgeries. In is Marshall, 
the big ex-Jet who at 6'4" is the tallest regular receiver they've had since the days of Plaxico 
Burress (6'5") and Amani Toomer (6'3"). Manning has been desperate for a big target, es- 
pecially in the red zone, and Marshall and slot receiver Sterling Shepard should take plenty 
of defensive attention away from Beckham. 

‘The Giants also added speedy tight end Evan Engram in the first round of the draft. 
Engram is really more of a receiver, but he will replace the unreliable Will Tye and Larry 
Donnell as a deep option over the middle and provide another weapon who can free up 
Beckham. Also, the speedy Paul Perkins is taking over for the aging Rashad Jennings at 
running back, and the hope is that his emergence will force defenses to concentrate on the 
run more in 2017, 

One problem, though: ‘The offensive line was awful last season, and with the exception 
of the addition of underachieving fifth-year lineman D,J. Fluker, it basically returns intact. 
It appears that the embattled Ereck Flowers will remain at left tackle, mostly due to a lack 
of better options. And there’s uncertainty on the right side, where Fluker will likely battle 
John Jerry for the right guard position, leaving former seventh-round pick Bobby Hart as 
the starter at right tackle. 

Whatever the alignment, if the line doesn't improve, the immobile Manning once again 
won't have the time to take advantage of his 


NFC EAST FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


PRESIDENT/CEO: John K. Mara 
CHAIRMAN/EXECUTIVE VP: Steve Tisch 

SENIOR VP/GENERAL MANAGER: Jerry Reese 
SENIOR VP OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: Chris Mara 
STADIUM: MetLife Stadium (82,500) 
SURFACE: UBU Sports Speed Series S5-M 
WEBSITE: www.giants.com 

TICKETS: 1-201-935-8222 

TRAINING CAMP: Quest Diagnostic Training 
Center (East Rutherford, N.J.) 


HE COACHES 
HEAD COACH: Ben McAdoo 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 11-5 
CAREER RECORD: 11-5 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Sullivan 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Spagnuolo 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Tom Quinny 
QUARTERBACKS: Frank Cignetti Jr. 
RUNNING BACKS: Craig Johnson. 
WIDE RECEIVERS: Adam Henry 
TIGHT ENDS: Kevin M. Gilbride 
OFFENSIVE LINE: Mike Solari 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Patrick Graham. 
LINEBACKERS: Bill McGovern 
SECONDARY/CORNERBACKS: Tim Walton, 
‘SECONDARY/SAFETIES: David Merritt 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


Dey Weapons 2016 NFL RANKINGS 
DEFENSE What does $200 million get 2017 SCHEDULE 2016 | Total Tori, wl Séonng) | Senne 
you? Apparently a top-10 defense, and the  |EGNNN puta Time |Record] Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
good news for the Giants is that 10 of 11 EEVIBIUNEMUETIES 8:30 | 13-3 | 376.7 (5}} 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5)] 19.1 (5) 
starters are back for another go-round. And SEAMEN a 8:30] 9-7 | 338.8 [211] 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
the one they lost — defensive tackle Johna- EE AMoMENaMEtEC aE 4.00] 7-9 | 337-4 (22)] 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
than Hankins — was their fourth-best |COammiMe CCIE Ey 4:05} 9-7 | 346.4 (18]| 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (18t) | 23.1 (15) 
lineman, and he was replaced inthe second SOUR | o-7| azo | 3161 ll 208 (| 186 
re draft (Alabama's Dalvin Tom- RSE 6:25 {10-5-1 | 357.2 (12)| 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (181) | 183 (3) 
‘The loss of Hankins shouldn't hurt the run PPR 1.00} 4-12 262.7 (32)| 397.0 (9) | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (231 
defense, which is anchored by Damon Har- PEER TRE Mmm 4:25 2-14 | 308.1 (311] 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (27) 30.0 (32) 
rison — arguably the best run-stuffing line- PASE aPeneertan 1:00 12-4 | 343.0 (20)| 368.5 (241 | 24.3 (13)| 19.4 (7) 
man in the league. Tomlinson should provide FYO@PKMEN Ee iEt nue 8:30 |8-7-1| 403.4 (3)| 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (121 | 23.9 (19) 
some strength in the middle, although like [TRSMNE Eerie 4:25| 12-4] 373.3. (6)| 375.1 (26) | 26.0 (71 | 24.1 (20) 
Hankins, he may not provide much of a pass DERARTIEDETES 4:25| 13-3] 376.7 (5)| 343.9 (14) |] 26.3 (5)| 19.1 (6) 
rush. That’s OK, because the Giants will get [Ft Philadelphia 1:00] 7-9 | 337.4 (22)| 342.8 [13] | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
Jason Pierre-Paul back after he missed the |PEewe ured 4:25|7-8-1 | 366.8 (91| 305.2 (2) | 26.1 (6)| 22.6 (14) 
‘end of last season and the playoff game with  [PESWEANAVES ured 1:00 [8-7-1 | 403.4 _(3)| 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 
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Beckham: Al Bello/Getty Images; Patrick Smith/Getty Images 


at Dallas 20-19 


New Orleans 16-13 
Washington, u-4 
at Minnesota 10-24 
at Green Bay 16-23 
Baltimore 27-23 
at LA. Rams 7-10 
Philadelphia 28-23 
Cincinnati 21-20 
Chicago 22-16 
at Cleveland 27-13 
at Pittsburgh 14-24 
Dallas 10-7 
Detroit 1-6 
at Philadelphia 19-26 
at Washington 19-10 


PASSING 

Eli Manning 
RUSHING 

Rashad Jennings 
Paul Perkins 
Shane Vereen 
Orleans Darkwa 
RECEIVING 

Odell Beckham 
Sterling Shepard 8 


1 
39 586 150 1 
i 


Rashad Jennings (Rd 
KICKING: Robbie Gould, 10-10 Fs, 20-23 PAT, 50 
points 


TACKLES: Landon Collins, 125; Jonathan Casillas, 96 
SACKS: Olivier Vernc son Pierre-Paul, 7.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie, 6; 
Landon Collins, § 


2016 SIAIS 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank NEC Rank 
Total 3307005 3 
Rushing : 13 
Passing = 10 
Scoring if 
Third Down 4 
Punt Returns Tb 
Kick Returns 238 4 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total | 
Rushing 886“ 
Passing LTS 
Scoring ithe ae 
Interceptions 74 Vis 
Sacks 36 OTN 10 
Tumover Differential = -2 121 2M 


ELI MANNING: 
= = 


a sports hernia. The shame of that injury was that the Giants’ pass rush was just beginning 
to kick into gear when JPP got hurt. If he’s back at full strength, he and Olivier Vernon 
are a dangerous pass-rushing duo, especially with Harrison causing problems in the mid- 
dle of the line. 

The defense’s strength, though, is the secondary, which locked down everyone right 
up until the second half of the playoff loss in Green Bay. Not only is a unit anchored by 
corner Janoris Jenkins and safety Landon Collins back intact, but it could also be even 
better this season with the return of Darian Thompson, a promising safety whose rookie 
season was ruined by a foot injury. With Thompson and Collins providing the last line 
of defense behind Jenkins, Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie and Eli Apple, there wor't be 
much room for receivers to get open. 

‘And if the Giants can generate a pass rush? Look out. 

One word of warning, though: The defense is not deep at all, which is why JPP and 
Vernon were forced to play more than 90 percent of the defensive snaps last season. The 
secondary is a bit on the thin side too, The Giants were able to mostly survive their one 
big injury (JPP) last season. There’s no guarantee they could survive a big hit again. 


SPECIALISTS Brad Wing became a weapon at punter last season, showing off a 
strong leg capable of high, arching punts while also becoming an expert at dropping 
them inside the 20. For most of the season, he seemed to have a knack for making his 
kicks unreturnable, or at least keeping them up just long enough for the coverage teams 
to get downfield. 

Unfortunately there’s not much else to like about the Giants special teams. The Josh 
Brown scandal last season forced them to jettison one of the most accurate kickers in 
team history, and they wouldn't spend the money necessary to keep veteran Robbie 
Gould for the 2017 season. The replacement is Aldrick Rosas, a first-year player who has 
never kicked in an NFL game. It’s hard to imagine a team that believes it’s ready for a 
Super Bowl entrusting such an important position to someone so green. Surely they will 
have their eyes on any veteran kickers who come available. 

Meanwhile, they could use a boost to their return game as well. Dwayne Harris has 
been respectable but not necessarily explosive, and while he rarely misses games, he’s of- 
ten banged up. Maybe the return to health of running back Shane Vereen will help if he’s 
used on kickoff returns. Really, though, the Giants’ most dangerous returner last season 
was Beckham, who saw sporadic action on the punt return team. He's an intriguing op- 
tion, but a dangerous one. Other than Manning, he’s the Giants’ most valuable offensive 
player. No one wants to see him get hurt fielding a punt. 


FINAL ANALYSIS — The Giants have the same personnel on defense that they had last 
season and better weapons on offense, so there's no reason to believe they won't be in the 
thick of the NFC East race again. But they don't want to just make the playoffs — they 
want to win games and make a Super Bowl run. 

That ultimate goal, however, might not be realistic. Their offensive line remains a mess, 
which will keep Manning under pressure, cause problems for their running game and 
limit what they can do in key situations. They have downfield weapons, but there might 
not be time for them to get the ball. They have running backs with burst, but they may 
not have the holes to run through. 

‘This team is good enough to win 10 games and keep pace with the Cowboys in the 
division race. Don't count on anything more than that barring significant improvement 
from the offensive line. 
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2017 VETERAN GIANTS ROST 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
Johnson, Josh 8 63° 715 6 SanDiego ——FA-16 05-18-08 
10 Manning, 8 6-4 718 13 OleMiss TACO DI-LAG-D4 
4 Smith, Gena OB 6:3 271k WestVirginia FAN? D2NYJ13 
26 Dathva, leans R60 253 Tulane fA Fa Miah 
4% Oraughn, Shaun RR 5-11 705 North Carina FASF-17—FAas-11 
48 Huesman, Jacob RB 61 26 1 Chattanooga Fae FA-NYG-16, 
28 Peskin, Paul AR 510 708 1 UCLA 15-14 O5-NYG6 
34 Vereen, Shane RB 5-10 6 California FANS O2-NE-T1 
36 Vigies, Daryl RB 60 2111 Viginia-lynchturg FA-17 FAANYG-17 


RECEIVERS: POS HT_WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY. 


89 Adams, Jere TE 65 267 4 


South Carolina D6-16 Dé-NVG-16 
13 Beckham Jr, Odell WR S11 198 3 LSU O14 DI-NYG-14 
85 Elson, Rhett THF 6-5 750 5 USC FAMineI7——Otb-Min-12 
17 Hanis, Dwayne WR 5-10 202 6 © EastCarotina FAIS Dé-Dal-11 
18 King, Tavares: WR 6-1 200 2 Georgia Fag O6-Den-13 
B81 LaCosse, Matt TE 65 2612 tino Fb FANYG-15, 
82 Levis Jr, Roger WR 6-0 196 1 Bowling Green FAST FALNYG=16 
15 Marshal, Brandon WR 6-4 20 11 UCF FANHAIT —Dd-Den-O6 
83 Norwood, Kevin WR 6-2 20 3 Alabama Fb Dé-Sea-t4 
86 Powe, Darius WR 63 220 1 Califia Fels FALNYG=16 
8 Shepard, Sterling WR 5-10 19% 1 Oklahoma vary D2-NYG-16 
46 Tye, Will TE 6-2 262 2 Stony Brook = FAIS FALNYG=15 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY. 


63 Bowe, Michael T 65 320-1 Northeastern St. FA-17 Dy-Sea-13 


14 Flowers, Eck T6639 2 Miami DIS O-AYG=I5 
16 Fluke, O65 34 Alabama PAMACAT —DI-LAG-19 
40 Gets, Adam GH 62 408 § lowe Fats O5.Mas-12 
75 Halpio, Jon T 62 30 3 floia Fab Db-NE-1A 
8 Har, Bobby GI 64 334 2 PloiaState = 07-15-6185 
2 Holmes, Khaled C68 a 8 Use fal? Din 
77 Seny John ot 65 47 OleMiss fae D3-Mia-0 
49 Jones, Brett © 62 M8 2 Regina Fab FANG 15 
67 Pugh, Justin G 64 4 Syracuse 1-13 1-613 
70 Richburg, Weston C63 M8 3 Cioran State 2-14 2-NG-14 
4 Wale, Martin T 66 a1 Temple faa? FAccle-19 
96 Bromley, ay OT 63 36 3 Syracuse 13-14 3-N16-14 
98 son Damon OT 64 43 WilamPem FAAS FAN-IP 
7) Maponga, Stasly OE 62 Mh 4 TCU fll DAI 13 
58 Ocihiawa, Ova Of 63 7m 2 UCLA 03-15 03-N16-15 
78 Okwara, Ronen Of 65 265 1 Note Dame FAI FAANYG 16 
90 Piene-Poul, Jason DE 2787 SouthFloda I-10 DV-NYG-10 
99 Thomas, Robert OT 63° 3% 3 kansas Fats FA Was-14 
54 Vernon, ler OE 62 7 5 Miami hth Da-Mia-12 
79 Willams, Jordan OE 64 776 1 Temessee © FN FAY IB 
72. Wynn Kerry OE 65 26h 3 Richmond FMA FAANYG-14 


LINEBACKERS: POS _HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 13. Odell Beckham Jr. 12 Tavarres King 
WR 15. Brandon Marshall 87 Sterling Shepard 
LT 74 Ereck Flowers Adam Bisnowaty [R] 
LG 67 Justin Pugh 60 Adam Gettis 

© 70 Weston Richburg 69 Brett Jones 

RG 76 DJ, Fluker 71 John Jerry 

RT 68 Bobby Hart 77 John Jerry 

TE Evan Engram [RI 45 Will Tye 

QB 10 Eli Manning 8 Josh Johnson 

RB 28 Paul Perkins Wayne Gallman (R) 


FB 85 Rhett Ellison 
DEFENSE 

DE 90 Jason Pierre-Paul 78 Romeo Okwara 

DT 98 Damon Harrison 96 Jay Bromley 

oT Dalvin Tomlinson (R) 99. Robert Thomas 

DE 54. Olivier Vernon Avery Moss (R) 

OLB 59 Devon Kennard $5 J.T. Thomas 

MLB 93 B.J. Goodson 94 Mark Herzlich 

OLB 52 Jonathan Casillas 57 Keenan Robinson 

CB 20 Janoris Jenkins 47 Valentino Blake 

CB 24 Eli Apple 41. Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie 
S 21 Landon Collins 33. Andrew Adams 

S27 Darian Thompson 29 Nat Berhe 
SPECIALISTS 


K 2. Aldrick Rosas 
P 9 Brad Wing 


KR 34 Shane Vereen 
PR 17 Dwayne Harris 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


KEY ADDITIONS > Kev Losses @ 

POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
CB___ Valentino Blake Tennessee K Robbie Gould San Francisco 
RB Shaun Oraughn _San Francisco OT Johnathan Hankins Indianapolis 
TE___ Rhett Ellison Minnesota OT Marshall Newhouse Oakland 
OL___DJ. Fluker San Diego CB Coty Sensabaugh Pittsburgh 


WR Brandon Marshall 
0B Geno Smith, 


i 
SCOUTING (HE GIANTS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP NEW YORK “The Giants made the 
playoffs despite paltry rushing numbers and a poor third-down 
conversion rate, but they were [secondl in the league with the fewest 
number of penalties. ... Head coach Ben McAdoo wanted to address 
the left tackle position in the offseason, but it appears that Ereck 
Flowers will get one more chance to secure the job. ... In Odell Beck- 
ham Jr, they have one of the league's top talents; however, he went 
off the rails last year at times, so the addition of Brandon Marshall, 
who has fought his own demons, should help with OBJ's focus and 
maturity. Sterling Shepard did a nice job as their slot receiver and he 
should progress rapidly as a second-year player. ... General manager 
Jerry Reese selected Ole Miss tight end Evan Engram in the first 
round, and he is a legit speed merchant who ran 4.42 at the Com- 

It appears that Paul Perkins will get the first crack at the 
running back job in his second season. ... In 2016, they dove into free 


agency and it actually paid off with the additions of defensive tackle 
Damon Harrison, defensive end Olivier Vernon and Janoris Jenkins 
at cornerback. ... Landon Collins is all football player, and he put 
together a Pro Bowl campaign in 2016 with 125 tackles, four sacks 
and five interceptions. ... Defensive coordinator Steve Spagnuolo did 
an awesome job of fitting all the new pieces together as they finished 
second in scoring defense. ... If the offense can be more productive 
on first down, which will help them on third down, that combination 
can keep the defense off the field and fresher down the stretch. ... 
This team is poised to take a deep step into the playoffs, but | still. 
don’t trust their offensive line to actually get it done.” 


2 Casillas, Jonathan 1B 61 2278 Wisconsin fa PANDO 
49 Grant, Cuts 18 63 298 1 OhinStale FAL? FAS0-15 

98. Goodson, Bu WB 6-1 2421 Clemson i-14 DU-NYG6 

4 Heralich, Mark LB bk 2466 Boston College FAIL FANYG=11 

89 Kennard, Devon (B63 3 USE Ob-14 Bb: NYG 14 

48 Pinkens, Eric 1B 6-3 230-2 SanDingo State FA-16 b-Sea-14 

87 Robinson, Keenan 1B 63 738 5 Texas Fab d-Was-12 

$3 Skinner, Deontae (8 6-2 2802 Mississippi Sate FA-16 FANENG 

6 Thomas, JT, 1B 6-1 236 6 WestViiginia—FA-15 Db-Ci-1T 

61 Williams, shaq LB é4 251 Notre Dame FA-16 FANYGT6 
DEFENSIVEBACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 

8 Adams, Anew S S11 02 1 Comecticut FAG FAANYG-16 

1 Apple, li (B61 19 1 OhioStale 01-18 ONG 16 

29 Bethe Nat S60 196 3 SanDiego State 05-14 O5-NG-14 bine. 
47 Blak, Valentina cho) 18 5 TEP FAten-17—FAsac-12 

21 Calin, Landon S60 26 2 Alabama 02-1 OL-NYG5 

3B Deayon, Donte CB 59 188 1 Boise State FA-16 FANIG16 

39 Hunter, Michael CB 6-0 18 1 ‘Oklahoma State FA-16 FALNYG16 

10 Jenkins, Janos CB 5-10 198 5 HorthAlabama —FALLAR-14——D7b-LA-12 

73 Moore, Rahim S 61 1 5 UC fA D2-Den-11 

41 Rdgts-Cromarti, Dominique CB 6-2 192-9 ‘Tennessee State FA-1A OA 08 

27 Thompson, Darin S 61 2139 1 BoiseStte 0316 OB-NYG16 

71 Thompson, Myktele == S60 1932 Tas 5-15 O5-NYG15 
SPECIALISTS POS_HT_ WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 

51 Defssie, Zak iS &4 24) 10 Blown 04-07 UU-NNG-O7 

7 Rosas, Alvick 219 1 Souther Oregon FA-17 Fiten-16 

9 Wing, Brit P63 9 LSU TRIS FALPhi13 
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Engram: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Collins: Rob Leiter via Getty Images 


GOOD HEALTH The Giants’ biggest im- 
provement last season may have come in 
the training room. After leading the NFL in 
injuries for three straight seasons, according 
to a metric used by Football Outsiders, they 
were the seventh-least-injured team in 2016. 
Some of that was due to Luck, but when Ben 
McAdoo took over as coach he also brought 
in a new strength and conditioning coach and 
modernized that and the Giants’ nutrition 
program, which players are convinced was a 
big help. 

NAME GAME To Janoris Jenkins, his nick- 
name —“Jackrabbit” — is more than just a 
nickname. It's his preferred name, so much 
that he corrects people who call him Janoris. 
He got the nickname in college when a coach 
told him he was running around the field as 
fast as a jackrabbit. Also, in his hometown of 
Pahokee, Fla., he used to chase rabbits out in 
a field for fun. 


LB DROUGHT The Giants’ remarkable streak 
continued for a 33rd year. When they selected 
tight end Evan Engram in the first round of 
the NFL Draft this year, it marked their 33rd 
straight draft in which they have not selected 
a linebacker in the first round. A franchise 
once known for its linebackers hasn't had a 
first-rounder on that unit since they took Carl 
Banks in the first round in 1984. 


MR. EVERYTHING Rookie defensive tackle 
Dalvin Tomlinson, the Giants’ second-round 
pick, is 6'4”, 320 pounds, but not that long 
ago (nor many pounds ago] he was a soccer 
goalie. He played that position in high school 
when he was an intimidating 6'2", 270. He 


GIANTS IN THE DRAFT 


. Evan Engram TE 6-3 234 

._ Dalvin Tomlinson OT 6-4 320 Alabama 
._ Davis Webb QB 6-5 229 California 
. Wayne Gallman RB 6-0 215 Clemson 
._ Avery Moss DE 6-3 265 Youngstown State 
._ Adam Bisnowaty OT 6-6 304 Pittsburgh 


draft by the Chiefs. 


also ran track, was a wrestling champion and 
was smart enough that he was recruited by 
Harvard before he chose to play for Alabama. 


WELL SAID Brandon Marshall wowed NFL 
owners in March with a passionate speech at 
the NFL Owners Meetings. He talked about 
the relationship between owners and players 
and how to make it better. He also endorsed 
the “My cause, my cleats” campaign where 
players were allowed to wear custom cleats 
that advertised their favorite charity or cause 
last season. 


PREDICTABLE How predictable was the Gi- 
ants’ offense last season? They lined up in an 
“11 personnel” package — three receivers, 
one tight end, one running back — more than 
90 percent of the time, according to most 
counts. Amazingly, when they faced a fourth- 
and-1 or fourth-and-2 — which typically calls 
for a power formation — they lined up in that 
package all seven times 


TOBACCO ROAD Eli Manning held his annual 
offseason mini-camp for his receivers at 
Duke University in April, and he was joined 
by most of his receivers and tight ends. Also 
in attendance was new Giants running back 
Shaun Draughn, who took some heat on 
social media for allowing himself to be pic- 
tured on a basketball court at Duke. Draughn 
played college football at North Carolina. 


GOOD GUY Manning was the co-winner of 
the NFL's Walter Payton Man of the Year 
Award, which was presented the night before 
Super Bowl LI. Manning, who had been a fi- 
nalist in two straight years, was, remarkably, 
the first Giants player ever to win the award. 


The Giants filled a huge need with Dalvin Tomlinson, who takes the place of the 
departed Johnathan Hankins and could be a terrific run-stuffer next to All-Pro 
defensive tackle Damon Harrison. It's unclear how much the others will help. 
Evan Engram could be a speedy, over-the-middle weapon, but he's more of a 
fourth wide receiver than a prototypical tight end. There may not be much room 
in a crowded offense. Same for Clemson product Wayne Gallman, who'll get a 
few carries as the No. 2 running back. Davis Webb may be the key to this class, 
but the Giants don't want him to start until 2020. He posted huge numbers in 
his only season at California. He transferred from Texas Tech after losing his 
starting position to Patrick Mahomes, taken with the No. 10 pick in the 2017 


BERS 10 KN 


The Giants ranked second in 

the NFL in Adjusted Sack Rate, 
allowing only 3.9 percent of their 
pass snaps to become sacks. 


The Giants’ defense pressured 
the opposing quarterback on 
25.6 percent of dropbacks, the 
sixth-highest rate in the league 


The Giants went three-and-out 
on 31 percent of offensive drives, 
the second-highest rate in the 
league. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


f the Eagles’ moves ahead of the 2017 season tell us anything, it’s that the protection 

of a franchise quarterback is paramount to management, coaches and just about every- 

body else in the city. Despite sizable holes on the defensive side and a dearth of talent 

at running back, the Birds decided to spend big on wideouts and fortify the offensive 

line in free agency while addressing their other needs through second-tier free agents and 

the draft. The reasoning was clearly that if quarterback Carson Wentz is happy, the team 

has a chance at future prosperity. If the second-year man from North Dakota State does not 

continue to develop — and more important, stay happy — the Eagles don't have a chance. 

It's possible Philadelphia could sneak into the playoffs this year, but it’s clear the organi- 

zation has decided on the long play, with Wentz at the forefront, and everything else coming 
together behind him. 


OFFENSE Wentz set an NFL rookie record for most completions in a 
posting the fourth-most passing yards (3,782) for a firs 
started every game, and while his i 
and he had some issues with mechanics, Wentz’s rookie season was a success by any measure. 

‘The Eagles decided during the offseason to invest their limited salary cap space on some 
receivers for him to target. Last year’s crop of wideouts was disappointing, and that’s being 
kind, Second-year man Nelson Agholor was overmatched, to the point where he was a 
healthy scratch one week. Dorial Green-Beckham was wildly inconsistent, and even though 
Jordan Matthews caught 73 balls, he averaged a meager 11.0 yards per reception. So, the 
gles went shopping and purchased Alshon Jeffery for $14 million for one season and Torrey 
Smith for $15 million over three seasons. They also added a couple of prospects via the draft. 

Jeffery is a big target who will help in the red zone, goes over the middle willingly and 
be considered a No. 1 receiver, even if he did score just two times last year. Smith, mean- 
while, has speed, but his catches have dropped in each of the past three seasons. Last year, 
he caught just 20 passes for the Niners. Still, this is an upgrade. 

As ch Ertz looked good at the end of 2016, when the games didn’t matter, and 
led the team with 78 receptions. But he must become more consistent and deliver in more 
ituations. Don't expect too much early on from Mack Hollins of North Carolina 
ins has good size (6'4", 221) and some speed, 
while Gibson is a burner, but neither is ready to be a standout in 2017. 

By the end of last year, the Eagles’ running back situation was a mess. Ryan Mathews’ 
neck injury made him unlikely to remain a member of this year’s squad, and there was no 
full-fledged meal ticket behind him. The Eagles head into 2017 with Darren Sproles, a 
veteran hybrid unable to handle many carries a game, and second-year man Wendell Small- 
wood, who didn't distinguish himself last year and lacks size, as their holdovers. Although 
fourth-round pick Donnel Pumphrey rushed for more yards than anyone in FBS history 


eason (379) while 
player in league history. He 
son progressed 


THE ORGANIZATION 
CHAIRMAN/CEO: Jeffrey Lurie 

PRESIDENT: Don Smolenski 

EXECUTIVE VP OF FOOTBALL OPERATIONS: 

Howie Roseman 

VICE PRESIDENT OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: 

Joe Douglas 

STADIUM: Lincoln Financial Field (69,176) 
SURFACE: Desso GrassMaster 

WEBSITE: www.philadelphiaeagles.com 
TICKETS: 1-215-463-5500 

TRAINING CAMP: NovaCare Training Complex 
(Philadelphia, Pa.) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Doug Pederson 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 7-9 

CAREER RECORD: 7-9 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Frank Reich 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jim Schwartz 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Dave Fipp 
QUARTERBACKS: John DeFilippo 
RUNNING BACKS: Duce Staley 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Mike Groh 

TIGHT ENDS: Justin Pelle 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Jeff Stoutland 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Chris Wilson 
LUNEBACKERS: Ken Flajole 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Cory Undlin 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


pounds. He is expected to be a next-genera- 
tion Sproles, rather than a workhorse. 


and is elusive and fast, he is only 5'8" and 176 
2017 SCHEDULE 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


‘There won't be too many surprises on the 2018 
offensive line. During the offseason, GM Gimmie ape | Recor 
Howie Roseman insisted that center Jason JR uaMUMEEEMILP IS 1:00 | 8-7-1 
Kelce would return in the middle. He'll like- | RMMERELESSLADY pou tee 
ly be flanked by Brandon Brooks and Allen Seabees BL ES 

ghee io Oct. 1 atL.A. Chargers 4:05 | 5-11 

Barbre, with Lane Johnson and ancient Jason 
1 r Oct. 8 Arizona 1:00 | 7-8-1 

Peters at the tackles. But there are variables 
involved. Johnson missed 10 games last year [cM ©:25 | 6-10 
ee aes : & ) Oct. 23 Washington (Mon.) JEN EMZa? 
after being suspended for his second PED | merar amare he 
violation. One more, and he’s gone for two irae foo | 3-7 

years. Peters is a future Hall of Famer, but 
at some point his aching back and age will | eaee Ren reS 830] 13-3 
betray him. Look for second-year men Isaac XPV E 1:00} 3-13 
Seumalo, a guard, and tackle Halapoulivaati SSeS 8:30 [0-5-1 
Vaitai to get plenty of opportunities to grab [DEEDES eT 4:25 | 4-12 
starting jobs. Meanwhile, free-agent signee [PERV METX RACES 1:00} 11-5 
Chance Warmack and Stefen Wisniewski Dec. Oakland (Mon.) 8:30 | 12-4 
will handle swing work in the middle. Dec. 31. Dallas 1:00 | 13-3 


Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
403.4 (3)] 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 
343.0 (20}| 368.5 (24) | 24.3 (13)] 19.4 (7) 
330.7 (25}| 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) 17.8 (2) 
356.8 (14}| 347.1 (16) | 25.6 (9) | 26.4 (29) 
366.8 (9)] 305.2 (2) | 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
343.7 (19) | 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
403.4 (3) | 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 
308.1 (31) 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (27) | 30.0 (32) 
323.1 (27)| 316.1, (4) | 20.8 (22)] 18.6 (4) 
376.7 {5}| 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5}] 19.1 (5) 
356.5 (15)| 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24) 
357.2 (12)| 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (18t) | 183 (3) 
262.7 (321| 337.0 {9} | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) 
330.7 (25) | 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) 17.8 (2) 
373.3 (6)| 375.1 (26) | 26.0 {7} | 24.1 (20) 
376.7_(5)| 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5) ] 19.1 (5) 
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0B CARSON WENTZ 


le PS 


Cleveland 

at Chicago 
Pittsburgh 

at Detroit 

at Washington 
Minnesota 

at Dallas (ot) 
at NY. Giants 
Atlanta 

at Seattle 
Green Bay 

at Cincinnati 
Washington, 
at Baltimore 
NY. Giants 
Dallas 


Tach Ertz 

Jordan Matth 

Darren Sprote: 

Trey Burton 

Dorit Green- Beckham 

Nelson Agholor 

KICKING: Caleb Sturgis, 35-41 Fs, 30-31 PAT, 195 points 
TACKLES: Nigel Bradham, 102; Jordan Hicks, 85 


SACKS: Fletcher Cox. 6.5; Brandon Graham, 5.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Jordan Hicks, 5; Two players tied with 3 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 337.42 V4 
Rushing ie ea 
Passing 261 0h 14 
Scoring 29 16 a 
Third Down % 3790 al 
Punt Returns: 129 2 1 
Kick Returns m3 11 NN 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 342.8 13 6 
Rushing 103.218 8 
Passing 2395 13 6 
Scoring M7? 12 4 
Interceptions 1 19 6 
Sacks % 116 Ti 
Turnover Differential +5 17 4 


ZACH ERTZ 


DEFENSE The Eagles weren't awful defensively last year, finishing 12th in points allowed 
and 13th in yards surrendered. However, there is no doubt the team has some serious defi- 
ciencies at several positions. 

‘The biggest problem cornerback, which was a huge liability last year and allowed 
opposing quarterbacks to connect on 60.2 percent of their throws. The departures of Nolan 
Carroll and Leodis McKelvin did not disappoint any fans, but there is a good chance things 
won't be much better this year. Ron Brooks is back, to little fanfare, and the offseason ac- 
quisition of Patrick Robinson, who is on his fourth team in as many years, isn't a long-term 
solution, Philadelphia drafted two corners in April, Rasul Douglas from West Virginia and 
Washington's Sidney Jones, Jones tore his Achilles during his pro day workout and fell from 
the first round to the Birds at pick 43. He has great s| and could be a Pro Bowler once 
healthy. Fans shouldn't expect him to be 100 percent this season, although he could contrib- 
ute in man Jalen Mills has talent but must become more consistent. The 
return of safeties Malcolm Jenkins and Rodney McLeod solidify that area. McLeod is a big 
hitter, and th ile Jenkins makes plays all over the field. 

There is concern at linebacker, too. While middle man Jordan Hicks is quickly becom- 
mic force in all facets of the game, there isn’t much around him. Veteran Nigel 

id in the run game but hardly a star, and Mychal Kendricks’ inability to cover 
anybody is threatening to turn him from a favored prospect into a sideline spectator. The 
Eagles selected Nebraska safety Nate Gerry in the fifth round and hope to convert him 
erage linebacker. If he shows some aptitude for the role, he’ll get immediate time. 

ve ignment with his defen: 
with the goal of creating maximum pressure on opposing quarte! ,and the Eagles’ off 
season moves were made with that philosophy in mind, They signed aging end Chris Long, 
who will be used primarily as a pass-rushing specialist, and traded with Baltimore for tackle 
igan, who has the potential to reach the quarterbacks, although consistency has 
ecent problem for him. 

Though many thought the Eagles would spend their first-round pick on a receiver or 
cornerback, they went with end Derek Barnett, who set the all-time Tennessee sack mark. 
Barnett can play the pass and run and has plenty of room to grow, since he turns 21 in late 
June. The newcomers join standout tackle Fletcher Cox, a Pro Bowler who stars despite fac- 
ing an onslaught of double-teams and extra attention. Also back is end Brandon Graham, 
who continues to improve but has yet to make good on his first-round pedigree. Another 
end, Vinny Curry, was paid starter’s money last year but registered only 2.5 sacks. 


re: 


SPECIALISTS The Eagles have one of the league’s top special teams. Punter Donnie 
Jones has a big, reliable leg, and placekicker Caleb Sturgis made 35-of-41 kicks and didn't 
miss from inside 40. Sproles is an electric return man, and Philadelphia's coverage units are 
outstanding. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Early in the offseason, Roseman declared the Eagles not ready for 
real contention during 2017, and his assessment is right. Despite having what it believes 
is a franchise QB in Wentz, Philadelphia lacks proven playmakers. The defense is shaky 
throughout much of the back seven and must hope the front four can apply enough pres- 
sure to prevent rival passing attacks from thriving. Wentz will enjoy throwing to Jeffery and 
Smith, but with no proven ground game, he will face a parade of eager pass rushers. The 
Eagles finished 7-9 last year under first-year (and first-time) head coach Doug Pederson, 
and it’s hard to believe they will do much better than that in 2017. 
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2017 VETERAN EAGLES ROSTER 


4 MeGlin, Mat (B61 7104 PennState—FAOak-17—FAsOak-18 
11 Wentz, Carson 08 65 737 1 NorthDakotaSt. 01-16 DPT 
9 Foes, Nick 0B 6b 2635 inna FACT D3-Phic2 
RUNNING BACKS POS WT_ EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
39 Mahal, Byron RB 59 201 Oregon FA FAPHI-I6 
24 Mathews, Ryan AR 6.0 200 7 ‘FresnoState —FALLAC-15.—DI-LAC-10 
78 Smalivood, Wendell RB 5-10 7081 (West Virginia Oba-T6 Dba Phi 
43 Spite, Darren RR 5-6 190 12 KansasState —T-NO-14—_DK-LAC-O5 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
TH Agholr, Nelson WR 60 18 2 USC O16 D1-Phi-I5 
8 Balloy, Rasheed WR 6-1 209 1 OelawareValley FAI? 
47 Burton, Trey Te 63 5 3 Fla Fath FAPhi-14 
87 Cele, Brent TE 64 285 10 Cincinnati O6t-07 Sb: Phi- 07 
£3 Denham, Anthony TE 64 235 1 Utah Fa Fatou-14 
44 rz, Zach Te 65 280 4 Stanford we} D2-Phi-13 
18 Gieen-Beckham, orl WR 6-5 237-2 —Oklahoma Ven 02-Ten-t6 
17 defer, Ashon WR 63 218 South Carolina FA-Ch-1?-——D2-Chi-12 
4 Johnson, Marcus WR bt 061 Toxas Fab FA Phi6 
8 Matthews, Jordan = WR 63712 3__anderilt D4 O2-Phi-14 
2 Snith, Torey WR 60 205 4 Maryland FASE D2-Bal-1 
16 Tieggs, Bryce WR 60 1851 Califmia W516 ASPB 
19 Tuer, Put WR 5-10 1931 Louisiana Tech FA-16 FAPhi-NB 
14 Watord, David WR 6-2 2121 Hampton Fab FA Phi-I6 
0 Willams, Oom WR 6-2 2001 Washington State FA-17 FALLAC-14 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN POS WT_E: COLLEt ENTRY 
68. Andrews, Josh UG 6-2 a ‘Oregon State FAPhi-Ié 
16 Barbe, Allen GIT 6-4 310-9 Missouri Southern FA-13 4-68-07 
19 Brooks, Brandon G 65 335 5 Miami(OH} ——FAsHou-16—D3bou-12 
69 Gordon, Dillon 1 4 3 1 lsu Fao FAPhi-I6 
78, Greene, Darelt G 63 3211 SanDiago State FA-16 FAPhi-16 
8 Johnson, Lane T 66 317 Oflahome cB DV-Phi-T3 
61 Kele, Jason C63 MH 6 Cincimnati Dba-t1——baPhi-td 
74 Neary, Aan 64 301 Easter Washington A-14 FAben-14 
71 Peters, Jason T 66 30813 tkansas T-u-09——FASBu-O6 
73 Seumale, Isaac GIT 6-4 3091 —OregonState 0916 D3-Phi-16 
alas G65 3164 Tennessee faa? 03. Mie13 
fat Gt 66 20 lowe Fal FAPHI-T3 
72 Vala Halapouivaati «T6901 OGb-146 Bb: Phis 
47 Waimack, Chance GL | Naina fAten-17—O1-Ten-13 
41 Wisniewski Steen C/G 6-3 305 PennState ——_FJac-16_D2-0ak-11 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN a i WT en COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
94 Alen, Beau 0 Wisconsin oid D-Phi-V 
491 Cov, Fletcher 1am § Mississippi State 01-12 Di-Phit2 
75 Cony, Vinny OE 63° 277) Marshall O2b-12 ‘Dab Phisl2 
86 Graham, Bandon DE 62 25 7 Michigan D0 O-Pi-t0 
4 Hamilton, Justin OT 6-2 35 1 Whafayete FAA FA But-15 
93 Jernigan, Timmy OT 6-2 9 9 Flovida tate TBal-17 D+ Bal-14 
77 Nant, Tylr OT 66 305 3 Oregon W.SF=16 ——DBahi-td 
6 Long, Cis OE 63° 710 9 Virginia FANE? DI-LAR-OB 
7 MeCalste, Alex OE 66 29 1 Flot DMv-16 ——Drb-Phi-t6 
5 Means, Steven OE 6:3 263 2 Butfalo PSHou-lS —6B-13. 
98 Shit, ai OT 6-2 2881 Stanford FA FAH 
91) Smith, Marcus OF 6-3 2513 Louisvile oy OV-Phi-t4 
97 Vaean, Destiny OT 6-4 299 1 WashinglonState_FA-16 FAPhi-16 
LINEBACKERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
5 Braham, Niget 1B 62 215 Florida State FABuI-16Dé-Bul-IZ 
48 Cherry, Don 1B 6-2 2) 1 illanova fab FAPhi-16 
aries, Steven 1B 5-11 2451 Boston College W-Was-17 Da Was-16 
52 Goode, Nae 1B 6-0 264 © 5 WestVigiia «= WIB-19.—S1B-12 
4 Grugie-Hil, Kanu = «LB G2 220-1 Eastern tina's WNE-16———DB-NE-16 
58 ics, Jordan 1B 6-1 2362 Taras 08-15 03-Phi-1B 
9% Kendcks, Mychal = LB 60240. alitonia ta-12 ——‘D2a-Phi-t2 
57 Walker, Joe 1B 6-2 26 1 _ Oregon re-16 —_Ore-Phiclb 
DEFENSIVE BACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
3 Brooks, Ron ceo 10 5 LSU FABU-I6—— Dla-Bul-12 
29 Brooks, Terence S$ 5-11 200 3 Flovida State W-Bal-16——D3-Bal-14 
46 Gratz, Dwayne Co 5 197 4 Comecticut «FATE U3-Jae-19 
28 Grymes, Aaron CB ST 1851 Who ab FAPhi- 
21 Jenkins, Malcolm S$ 60 204 8 OhinStote = FANO-16—D1-NO-O7 
AZ Maragos, Cis $ 540 200 7 Wisconsin. «= FASea-14FALSF-10 
28 McLeod, Rodney S510 19% 8 Vigina FAUARYG— FAAAR-12 
2 Robinson, Patrick CB S11 191 «7 FlovidaState —FAsnd-17-——1-NO-10 
3 Mil, Jalen a Dia-e =——‘Dra-Phi-td 
37 Smith, C. CB 5-11 187 1 NorthDakotaSt.FA-16 
16 Watkins, Jalen S S11 1% 2 Fda De 
4} White, Mitchell CB 5-11 1851 MichiganState_Fa-17 Ahi? 
SPECIALISTS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
46 Dorenbos Jon 1S 60 20 14 UTEP Fas FABuf-03 
8 Jones, Domie P62 Mm 13 UU FHou-13—‘7-Sea-0e 
45 Lovata, Rick (S62 249 1 Old Dominion FA-16 FAChi-15 
4 Sturgis, Caleb Ko 12 Floida Fab Dit Mia-13 


OFFENSE 

WR 17 Alshon Jeffery 18 Dorial Green-Beckham 
WR 82 Torrey Smith 13 Nelson Agholor 
WR 81 Jordan Matthews Mack Hollins [R} 
LT 71. Jason Peters 69 Dillon Gordon 
UG 76 Allen Barbre 73. Isaac Seumalo 

€ 62 Jason Kelce 61. Stefen Wisniewski 
RG 79 Brandon Brooks 67 Chance Warmack 
RT 65. Lane Johnson 72 Halapoulivaati Vaitai 
TE 86 Zach Ertz 87 Brent Celek 

QB 11 Carson Wentz 9 Nick Foles 

RB 28 Wendell Smallwood 43 Darren Sproles 
DEFENSE 

DE 56 Chris Long 75. Vinny Curry 

DT 91 Fletcher Cox Elijah Qualls (R} 
DT 93. Timmy Jernigan 94 Beau Allen 

DE 55 Brandon Graham 96 Derek Barnett (R) 
OLB 53 Nigel Bradham 52 Najee Goode 
MLB 58 Jordan Hicks 59 Joe Walker 

OLB 95 Mychal Kendricks Nate Gerry (R] 
CB 31 Jalen Mills 36 Dwayne Gratz 
CB 21. Patrick Robinson 33. Ron Brooks 

FS 27 Malcolm Jenkins 26 Jaylen Watkins 
SS 23 Rodney McLeod 42 Chris Maragos 
SPECIALISTS 

K 6 Caleb Sturgis KR 13. Nelson Agholor 
P 8 Donnie Jones PR 43 Darren Sproles 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


ey anoiTions Key Losses @ 

POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
08 Nick Foles Kansas City RB___Kenjon Barner ___LA. Chargers 
WR Alshon Jeffery Chicago DE Connor Barwin LA. Rams 
OT Timmy Jernigan Baltimore CB Nolan Carol Dallas 
DE Chris Long New England 0B Chase Daniel New Oreans 
CB Patrick Robinson Indianapolis WR_Josh Huf Tampa Bay 
WR Torey Smith San Francisco OT Bennie Logan Kansas City 
06 Chance Warmack Tennessee CB LeodisMoKelvin Free Agent 


SCOUTING THE EAGLES 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP PHILADELPHIA “Give the Eagles and 
general manager Howie Roseman credit for identifying and then 
going to get quarterback Carson Wentz last year, especially in light 
of the mediocre class of quarterbacks that were available in the 2017 
draft. Wentz got off to a hot start, then opposing coordinators made 
some adjustments to defend him, but he showed remarkable promise 
and poise for a prospect coming from the small school ranks. ... The 
offensive line will continue to be led by Jason Peters, who has had an 
amazing career when you consider that he was an overweight and un- 
derperforming tight end at Arkansas. ... Philly made a run at bringing 
back DeSean Jackson but ended up adding Alshon Jeffery [Bears] and 
Torrey Smith {49ers} in free agency. With these two on board, Jordan 
Matthews won't carry the burden of being the No. 1 receiver after be- 
ing forecast by most as a solid No. 2 coming out of Vanderbilt... The 
defense finished 12th in scoring defense despite not having a single 
dominant player. ... They signed defensive end Chris Long, traded for 
defensive tackle Timmy Jernigan and inked safety Rodney McLeod in 
free agency, then drafted Tennessee defensive end Derek Barnett in 
the first round and cornerback Sidney Jones in the second, despite 
him tearing his Achilles at the Washington pro day in March. ... Doug 
Pederson, like his quarterback, should be much better in Year 2 in 
making decisions and managing the game as a head coach rather 
than just majoring in calling plays. ... They can certainly be competi- 
tive, but I'm not sold they are a playoff team yet.” 
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IT TAKES TWO After presiding over some 
pretty ordinary — and a couple downright 
awful — drafts, Eagles GM Howie Rose- 
man now has a capable wingman in VP of 
player personnel Joe Douglas, Douglas, 
who learned his craft in Baltimore, was a 
much-needed voice in the war room. 

BACK TO THE FUTURE After bestowing an 
outrageous contract on Chase Daniel last 
year and then using him for exactly one pass 
attempt, the Eagles cut Daniel loose during 
the offseason and brought back Nick Foles, 
who had a spectacular 2013 season in Phil- 
adelphia and then fizzled after that. Barring 
an injury to starter Carson Wentz, Foles may 
get the same amount of work as Daniel did. 
FOOTBALL SPEED One of the reasons 
West Virginia wideout Shelton Gibson fell 
to the fifth round was that his 4.5 40-yard 
dash time at the Scouting Combine was fast 
but not blow-the-top-off fast. Gibson says 

a wardrobe change would have helped him 
run a better time. “I think | should have put 
pads and a helmet on, because | am way 
faster with pads and a helmet on,” he says. 
SMALL FRAME, BIG BITE Even though 
San Diego State back Donnel Pumphrey set 
the all-time FBS rushing record during his 
time as an Aztec, his 5'8", 176-pound build 
worries many who think he won't be able to 
endure the NFL rigors. Douglas disagrees. 
“Don't let the size fool you,” he says. “This 
guy is a little dog that thinks he’s a big dog, 
and he plays that way.” 


ee 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


EAGLES IN THE DRAFT 


COLLEGE 


1._Derek Barnett 
2._ Sidney Jones 186 Washington 
3._Rasul Douglas cB 62209 West Virginia 
4. Mack Hollins WR 6-4 221 North Carolina 
4. DonnelPumphrey RB 5-8 ‘176 San Diego State 
5._Shelton Gibson WR 5-11 190 West Virginia 
5._Nate Gerry LB 6-2 218 Nebraska 
6. Elijah Qualls Dhaest Washington 


Before the 2017 draft, Eagles GM Howie Roseman said the team would draft the 
best available players, rather than choosing to fill needs. Philadelphia did a little 
bit of both. They didn’t necessarily need a defensive end, but they got a good one 
in the first round in Derek Barnett, a productive pass rusher who is regarded as a 
hard worker. If Sidney Jones’ Achilles heals completely, he has the chance to be 
a long-term solution at cornerback. Rasul Douglas will have a better chance to 
play right away at corner due to Jones’ injury. Mack Hollins and Shelton Gibson 
will bring depth to an area that desperately needs an upgrade, while Donel 
Pumphrey, who rushed for 6,405 yards in college, has the potential to be an ex- 
plosive third-down back. Elijah Qualls is large and agile along the defensive line, 
and Nate Gerry will try to make the switch from safety to linebacker, relying on 
his coverage skills in the process. 


I CAN SEE CLEARLY NOW Wentz spent 

his offseason fine-tuning his mechanics, 
watching a ton of tape and improving his 
eyesight. Wentz opted for laser eye surgery 
and no longer has to wear contact lenses on 
the field. 


STOP RIGHT THERE How much does Eagles 
owner Jeffrey Lurie want to keep Wentz hap- 
py? Enough to prevent quarterbacks coach 
John DeFilippo from interviewing to be the 
Jets’ offensive coordinator. Lurie doesn’t 
want anything to upset Wentz, so he report- 
edly blocked DeFilippo’s interview request. 
The coach has one year left on his deal, so if 
other NFL teams come knocking after 2017, 
Lurie can’t do anything about it. 


LOCAL HERO Even though he plies his 
trade 3,000 miles away, LA. Angels slugger 
Mike Trout is a huge Eagles fan. He owns 
season tickets, and when The Ringer did 

its MLB preview, the Jersey native wanted 
to talk football. He was particularly happy 
that the Eagles signed Alshon Jeffery and 
Torrey Smith to give Wentz some help. 
“Obviously last year we were banged up a 
little bit,” Trout said. “Now they have some 
guys Carson [Wentz] can throw the ball to. It 
put a lot of pressure on the young guys last 
year — [Nelson] Agholor and [Jordan] Mat- 
thews, put on a full workload. | knew how 
they felt, you know, coming into the league 
and being a professional. It just takes time. 
With Alshon and Torrey Smith coming in, it’s 
going to help them a lot.” 


A league-high 24 percent of 
the Eagles’ runs went at left 
end, more than double the NFL 
average. 


league-low 4.8 receptions and 
23,1 yards per game to opposing 
tight ends. 


@ The Eagles’ defense allowed a 


The Eagles led the league in time 
of possession with an average of 
32:31 per game 
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WASHINGTON 


{J REDSKINS 


top us if you've heard this one before: The Redskins once again led the league in 

offseason dysfunction. This time the intrigue centered on the abrupt firing of general 

manager Scot McCloughan just six weeks before the draft — which the Redskins 

turned into an even larger media circus by leaking anonymously that the dismissal 
was due to a relapse of McCloughan’s alcohol issues. 

Asa result, a team that won its division in 2015 and remained in contention in 2016 until 
the final weekend — losing a win-or-go-home game against the Giants to fall to 8-7-1 
and miss the playoffs — was plunged into chaos again. And it wasn't just the McCloughan 
firing, which left the Redskins in the awkward position of going into the draft without a 
GM. It was also the lingering uncertainty over the future of quarterback Kirk Cousins, the 
departure of both coordinators and the enduring lack of public accountability by the team’s 
ownership and upper management. 

With no GM as the calendar turned to May, and with Cousins likely to depart after this 
season, the biggest source of stability in Washington by far these days is head coach Jay 
Gruden, now entering his fourth year in D.C. and signed to a two-year extension in March. 
It is a testament to his leadership in the face of all this dysfunction that the Redskins actu- 
ally have a chance to be a better team in 2017. 


OFFENSE Despite the gaudy numbers the offense produced in 2016 — when the 
Redskins ranked third in the NFL in total yards and second in passing yards — there 
will still be major changes this season, among them a new coordinator (Matt Cavanaugh, 
promoted from quarterbacks coach), a new primary play caller (Gruden himself), a new 
quarterbacks coach (newly hired Kevin O'Connell) and a rebuilt wide receiver corps, with 
Pierre Garcon and DeSean Jackson (who combined for 2,046 receiving yards last season) 
now gone, and Terrelle Pryor on board as the top playmaker. Pryor was an early target for 
the Redskins, who are desperate to improve their ugly red zone numbers from a year ago. 
A former standout QB in college, Pryor has completed his transformation to receiver. Last 
season, he caught 77 passes for 1,007 yards as the top target in Cleveland. 

For a long time, it appeared Cousins, coming off a Pro Bowl season, could join the 
Redskins’ exodus, but after entertaining options ranging from a lengthy contract extension 
to a blockbuster trade, the team settled on the middle ground of franchise-tagging him for 
the second year, at a cost of $24 million. Cousins, a fourth-round pick in 2012, has started 
16 games in each of the last two seasons. Last year, he threw for 4,917 yards with 25 touch- 
downs and 12 interceptions while completing 67.0 percent of his attempts. 

If this is Cousins’ last shot at winning big in D.C., he will at least be surrounded by solid 
pieces, including the electrifying Pryor at wide receiver; Jordan Reed and Vernon Davis 
at tight end; a running back corps that includes incumbent starter Rob Kelley, fourth- 
round pick Samaje Perine and third-down back Chris Thompson; and an offensive line 
that returns all five starters from a unit that 
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THE ORGANIZATION f 
OWNER: Daniel Snyder 
PRESIDENT: Bruce Allen 
‘VP OF FOOTBALL ADMINISTRATION: Eric Schaffer 
DIRECTOR OF PRO PERSONNEL: Alex Santos 
STADIUM: FedEx Field (82,000) 

‘SURFACE: Latitude 36 Bermuda Grass 
WEBSITE: www.redskins.com: 

TICKETS: 1-301-276-6050 

TRAINING CAMP: Bon Secours Washington 
Redskins Training Center (Richmond, Va.) 


HEAD COACH: Jay Gruden 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 21-26~1 

CAREER RECORD: 21-26~1 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Cavanaugh 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Manusky 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Ben Kotwica 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/OFFENSIVE LINE: 

Bill Callahan 

QUARTERBACKS: Kevin O'Connell 


i Ike Hilliard 
TIGHT ENDS: Wes Phillips 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Jim Tomsula 
INSIDE LINEBACKERS: Kirk Olivadotti 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS: Chad Grimm, 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Torrian Gray 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 
2 


helped produce the third-most total yards 


and fourth-fewest sacks in the NFL last year. sil 
DEFENSE A year ago, the Redskins fo- Time |Record| 
cused on offense at the expense of defense 1:00) 7-9 
in the 2016 draft, and it wound up costing 4:25 | 4-12 
them dearly, as the failure to make the play- 8:30] 12-4 
offs is largely the fault of a unit that gave up 8:30) 12-4 
377.9 yards per game, fifth most in the NFL. Tien 
In the aftermath, coordinator Joe Barry and all 75) 
two of his assistants lost their jobs and the 425| 133 
Redskins went heavy on defenders in the reales 
2017 draft, selecting a lineman (Alabama's 100] 8-8 
Jonathan Allen), a linebacker (Alabama's eau 
Ryan Anderson) and a cornerback (UCLA's a30| 11-5 
Fabian Moreau) with their first three picks. 8.25 | 13-3 
In particular, Allen and Anderson — the 4.05| 5-11 
former a much-needed in-the-trenches pres- 1.00 | 7-8-1 
ence, the latter a promising edge rusher — 1:00] 9-7 
have a chance to make an immediate impact 1:00 | 11-5 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


Total Total | Scoring | Scoring 
Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
337.4 (22\| 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
262.7 (32)| 337.0 (9) | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) 
373.3 (6)} 375.1 (26) | 26.0 (7) | 24.1 (20) 
343.0 (20)| 368.5 (24) | 24.3 (13) ] 19.4 (7) 
308.1 (31)} 406.4 (32) | 19.3 [27] | 30.0 (32) 
337.4 (22}} 342.8 [13] | 22.9 [16] | 20.7 (12) 
376.7 (5)| 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5)] 19.1 5) 
357.2 (12)] 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (18t) | 18.3 (3) 
315.1 (28)| 314.9 (3) | 20.4 (23) | 19.2 (6) 
426.0 {1)| 375.4 (27) | 29.3 (2) 28.4 (31) 
330.7 (25) | 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 (2) 
376.7 (5)| 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5)} 19.1 [5] 
356.8 (14)| 347.1 (16) | 25.6 [9] | 26.4 (29) 
366.8 (9)] 305.2 2) | 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
323.1 (27)| 316.1 (4) | 20.8 (22) | 18.6 [4) 
330.7 (25) | 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 (2) 
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Cousins: AP; 


Sept. 12 BGA 16-38 
Sept. 18 (MIEIES 23-27 
Sieyiag at N.Y. Giants 29-27 
Cleveland 31-20 

at Baltimore 16-10 
Philadelphia 27-20 

at Detroit 17-20 

at Cincinnati (ot) uN 

Minnesota 26-20 

Nov. 2 Green Bay 42-26 
Nov. at Dallas 26-31 
acme at Arizona 23-31 
Liem at Philadelphia 27-22 
Dee. Carolina 16-26 
fay at Chicago 4-21 

NY. Giants: 10-19 
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KICKING: Dustin Hopkins, 34-42 F6s, 36-39 PAT, 

138 points 

TACKLES: Mason Foster, 124; Will Compton, 106 
‘SACKS: Ryan Kerrigan, 11.0; Trent Murphy, 9.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Josh Norman, 3; Bashaud Breeland, 3 


2016 SIA 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 403.4 a a 
Rushing 10602110 
Passing O74 te 82 
Scoring us 12 6 
Third Down % 42 er’ 
Punt Returns 1s bE 
Kick Returns a1 20 


Stat 


Total 


Rushing 4 
Passing N 
Scoring 9 
Interceptions 8 
Sacks 16 
Turnover Differential a] 


JORDAN REED 


at their positions under defensive coordinator Greg Manusky’s scheme. (Moreau, who 
tore a pectoral muscle at UCLA’ pro day and spent the rest of the spring rehabbing, may 
not be ready by the Redskins’ offseason workouts.) 

But the overhaul of the defense actually began well before the draft, with the free- 
agent additions of ends Terrell McClain and Stacy McGee — the latter of whom could 
be shifted to nose tackle, a position he played in Oakland, following the addition of top 
draftee Allen — and linebacker Zach Brown, a Pro Bowl performer for Buffalo in 2016. 

With top pass rusher Ryan Kerrigan (58.5 career sacks, including 11 last year) return- 
ing, and veteran cornerback Josh Norman back for a second season in D.C., the pass 
defense is anchored by proven performers. But at the other corner, Bashaud Breeland 
had an inconsistent 2016, and there could be an opportunity for Moreau, provided he’s 
healthy, to have an early impact in nickel coverage, if not more. 

Te also wouldn't be a Redskins offseason without a player getting hit with a four-game 
drug suspension; this time, the perpetrator was pass rusher Trent Murphy, who had nine 
sacks last year and whose absence will force some tough decisions in the early portion of 
the Redskins’ schedule. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Dustin Hopkins has converted 84 percent of his field goal 
attempts and 95 percent of his extra points in two seasons in Washington, and he rou- 
tinely buries his kickoffs in the end zone. But some critical misses, including a potential 
game-winner against Cincinnati, made the Redskins entertain thoughts of a change. If 
anything, however, the franchise has been guilty in the past of giving up on kickers too 
quickly (Graham Gano and Shaun Suisham come to mind), so while he will probably get 
some competition in training camp, the guess here is that Hopkins will be back in 2017. 
Punter Tress Way, too, appears safe for a fourth season in D.C., even though his yards- 
per-punt average has declined in each of the past two seasons. The long snapper will be 
eighth-year pro Nick Sundberg, who signed a four-year extension in January. 

‘As for kick returns, expect Jamison Crowder — whose 85-yard touchdown return 
against Baltimore provided a win in Week 5 — to be back deep fielding punts again, and 
Thompson to reprise his role as primary kick returner. Among the new influx of draft 
picks, safeties Montae Nicholson (fourth round) and Josh Harvey-Clemons (seventh 
round) are expected to be immediate contributors on special teams. 

Complaining about the special teams is a time-honored tradition among Redskins 
fans, but this group, altogether, is one of the franchise’s most solid in recent memory. 


FINALANALYSIS In the weeks leading up to the draft, as the team was firing its GM 
and turning its negotiation with Cousins into a daily circus, the Redskins looked like a 
franchise on the verge of a significant, multi-year regression. But then all of a sudden, 
a bout of sensibility overcame the team’s top management. The personnel chiefs were 
set free to make a slew of smart moves, leading up to and including the draft, where — 
largely relying on a draft board left behind by McCloughan — they gambled somewhat 
by using premium picks on players with injury concerns, including Allen and Moreau. 

Plenty can still go wrong, and the ongoing speculation over Cousins’ future status will 
dominate the discourse all summer. But for 2017, at least, Cousins appears well-armed 
with intriguing targets — with Pryor, in particular, representing the type of big, explosive 
wideout the likes of which Cousins has never had in Washington. 

Given all that has gone on since the bitter end of the 2016 season, it seems amazing 
to say this — but at least on paper, the Redskins appear to be a better team than the one 
that went 8-7-1 and narrowly missed the playoff a year ago. 
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2017 VETERAN REDSKINS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
8 Cousins, Kirk B63 7105 MichiganState Dla-t2— ha Was-12 
16 MeCoy, Cott 08 61 25 7 Texas FASFAAG—DBa-Cles0 
1 Sudfeld Nate 8 6-6 751 Indiana 4-14 4-Was-16 
RUNNING BACKS. POS_HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
Brown, Mack RB S11 7151 lida Fab FAtou-15 
31 Jones, Mat RR 6:2 2 Aida 03-15 03-Was-16 
20 Keley, Rob RR 60 228) Tulane Fas Fa Was 6 
239 Marsal, Keith RR 5-11 721 Geomia Dmv-16 ——_—Db-Was-16 
5 Thompson, Cis RB 58 195 3 FloidaState Dba Dba Was-13 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
89 Corie, Detek TE 64 2484 Beloit TSFIS | FaOak-12 
0 Crowder, Jamison WR 58 182 2 Duke Diat8 Da Was-15 
8 Davis, Vernon Te 63 268 11 Mayland FADen-16—Dia-SF-06 
17 Digs, Regge WR 64 215 1 Richmond Fast FAWas-16 
18 Doctson, Josh WR 6-2 1061 TOU 1-14 D1-Was-16 
14 Grant, Ryan WR 6-0 2013 Tulane 05-14 5 Was-14 
13 Hanis, Maurice WR 63 2001 California Fab Faas-6 
15 Havel, Mat WR 61 26 7 Coastal Carolina FA-16 Db-Mia-14 
84 Paul Niles TE 1 262 & Nebraska Dsb-11 bas 17 
11 Pryor, Teele WR 64 223 hi State FAI $03-00k-1} 
88 Ouick, Bian WR 63 718 5 Appalachian State FAAR-I7—D2a-LA-12 
6 Reed, Joan Te 62 2b 4 Fda 03-13 03-Was-19 
19 Santo, Wes TE 6-4 7851 SouthAlobama—FA-16 FAY 15 
10 Thompson, Kendal WR 6:2 192 —1_tah FAG FAWas-16 
77 Bowen, Kein T 69 335 1 EastCental —FASI6 Faas-1b 
14 Kawai, Ne G 65 32 2 Nobama Dib Dab Was 16 
71 awa, Shawn G6 6 3% 7 AizonaStale —FACle-14——O4b- Clee 
461 Long, Spencer CI 6-5 323 Nebaska 030-14 Ob Was-t4 
16 Moses, Morgan T 66 3% 9 Viginia Dad Da Was-14 
19-‘Nsekt, Ty T 68 935 7 TevasStale = fA-5 Fhelnd-12 
40 Paine, Vinson OL 6-4 22 2—Viginia Tech WMT ———D6-Den-18 
62 Patick, Ronald OL 61 3101 South Carolina FA-16 FADal-14 
75 Scher Brandon 6 65 33 2 low O15 DI-Was-16 
63 Willams, lsaiah 1 63 1 Akron Fai FAMas-16 
7) Willams, Tent 165 3207 Oklahoma 01-10 D1-Was-10 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
a 


9 Francs, A. 1 65 0 Maryland 16 Faia 3 
90 Hood, Ziggy OL 6-2 306 Nissou O1-PiL® 
98 lan, Matt OE 6-3 9081 Temple O5-Was-16 
72 Lanier I, Anthony DE 6-6 2821 Nabama ARM FaWas-6 
9% Mbu, Joey DL 63 310 2 Houston Fal 
92 McGee, Stacy TL 63310 4 Olahoma FaDak-17—Dbd-Oak-13 
97 McClain, Terell DE 62 302 6 South Florida FAsDa-17-——Di-Cart1 
99 Taylor Pil DL 6-3 335d Baylor Fad O1-Clet1 
LINEBACKERS POS _HT_ WT EXP COLLEGE WIRED. ENTRY 
96 Bates, Houston 1B 63 2522 Louisiana Tech FA-15 Faas 15 
54 Brown, Zach 1B G1 2485 NorthCarling—FASBul-1?——2Ten-12 
5 Carte, Cris 1B 6-1 245 6 Fresno State FAnd-17 DB Pith 
51 Compton, Will 1B 6-1 238 3 Nebrasko Fa FaMas-13 
5 Daniels, Steven 1B 5-11 245 1 Boston College O7a-16 Da Wass16 
46 nt, Kai (Bo 6-2 201 California fal? DU-NO-14 
5i Foster, Mason 1B 6-1 2506 Washington ——FAI5 03-18-11 
58 Galette, Junior 18 62 20 7 Silman FA FANO-1D 
91 Kerrigan, yan 1B th 265 6 Pure on DI-Was-11 
99 Murpy, Tent 1B 65 24 Stonfod 2-14 02-Was-14 
45 Robertson, Pete (B 6:2 7331 TerasTech FAL? FaSeab 
94 Smith, Preston 1B 6-5 2682 Mississipi State 02-18 02-Was-15 
50 Spaight, Martell (B60 208 2 kansas 06-15 5-Was-15 
48 Tal, Lynden 1B 6-7 271 ‘Novfolk State FAIS FAtou-15 
59 Vigil, Zach (B 6-2 20 2 ah State WeMia-t6 FAS Mia-15 
DEFENSIVE BACKS _POS_HT_ WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
4 Blackmon, Wit S60 22 10 BostonCollge — FA-15 Di-68-06 
1 Breolnd,Bashaud = CB S11 2003 lemson ven Di-Was-14 
30 Cravens, Sua S Hl om 1 tse rary U7-Was-14 
47 unar, uinton B62 2 Fda FA5 Faas-15 
‘72 Everett, Deshazr S60 18 7 TerasARM TALS FATBAS 
38 Faller, Kendall (85-11 1% 1 ViginiaTech 3-16 13-Was-16 
7B Hall, DeAngelo S$ 5-10 202 13 Viginia Tech FA-UB D1-AtL 
14 Woman, Josh CB 6-0 200 5 Coastal Carolina FACar16 —DSsCar-12 
35 Philips, Dashaun CBo5-11 190 7 Taleton Stale FASS FaDal-4 
4b Randolph, Shak OB 63 7191 SMU ian FAXKC-14 
37 Simon, Thao 63 Mm 4 ISU Pat? 5-Sea-13 
36 Swearing, DJ, S$ 5-10 25 4 South Crating FAIS 7-Hou-13 
32 Wolf, Eat Si 20 2 _NCState fat? D5-Phi-T3 
SPECIALISTS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
4 Hopkins, Dustin K&D 206 3 FlodaState —FA-15 Db-But-13 
57 Sundberg Nick WS 0 2487 California FAD Facar-09 
5 Way, Tess P &1 228 3 Oklahoma = WN FAChiT 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 11 Terrelle Pryor 83. Brian Quick 

WR 80 Jamison Crowder 14 Ryan Grant 

WR 18 Josh Doctson 10 Kendal Thompson 
LT 71. Trent Williams 79 Ty Nsekhe 

LG 77 Shawn Lauvao 63. Isaiah Williams 
C 61. Spencer Long 62 Ronald Patrick 
RG 75. Brandon Scherff 74 Arie Kouandjio 
RT 76 Morgan Moses 60 Vinston Painter 
TE 86 Jordan Reed 85 Vernon Davis 

QB 8 Kirk Cousins 12 Colt McCoy 

RB 20 Rob Kelley 25 Chris Thompson 
DEFENSE 

DE 97 Terrell McClain 98. Matt loannidis 
NT 92 Stacy McGee 90. Ziggy Hood 

DE 95 Jonathan Allen (R) 72 Anthony Lanier 
OLB 91 Ryan Kerrigan Ryan Anderson (R) 
ILB 56 Zach Brown 51 Will Compton 
ILB 54 Mason Foster 55 Chris Carter 
OLB 94 Preston Smith 93. Trent Murphy 
CB 24 Josh Norman 47 Quinton Dunbar 
CB 26 Bashaud Breeland Fabian Moreau [R} 
FS 36 D.J. Swearinger 23. DeAngelo Hall 
SS 30 Su'a Cravens 32 Earl Wolff 
SPECIALISTS 


K 3. Dustin Hopkins 
P 5 Tress Way 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


KR 25 Chris Thompson 
PR 80 Jamison Crowder 


er apomions > ey Losses 

POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
1B Tach Brown, Buffalo DT Chris Baker Tampa Bay 
1B Chris Carter Indianapolis WR Pierre Gargon San Francisco 
DE Terrell McClain Dallas WR DeSean Jackson Tampa Bay 
DL_Stacy McGee Oakland DT Ricky Jean Francois Green Bay 
WR Terrelle Pryor Cleveland 

WR___ Brian Quick Rams 

$ 0.J. Swearinger ‘Arizona 


SCOUTING THE REDSKINS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP WASHINGTON "It looked like the 
Redskins finally had stability at head coach, general manager and 
quarterback, Then the calendar turned to 2017 and questions abound 
again after GM Scot McCloughan was dismissed in February. In addi- 
tion, the Kirk Cousins scenario has led to him having all the leverage 
on the club with more than $40 million in guarantees over a two-year 
period of time and the threat of his departure after the season loom- 
ing over the team. ... They allowed DeSean Jackson and Pierre Garcon 
to depart in free agency with hopes that former first-round pick Josh 
Doctson and newly signed Terrelle Pryor, along with the highly pro- 
ductive Jamison Crowder, can get it done, Doctson is unproven, and 
Pryor has some physical traits but has never been ina disciplined, 
timing-based West Coast offense. ... The offensive line is adequate in 
this scheme. Left tackle Trent Williams still plays at a high level. ... 
Running back Rob Kelley was discovered as an undrafted free agent 
from Tulane. In conjunction with rookie Samaje Perine and incumbent 
Chris Thompson, they will form the nucleus of the Redskins’ back- 
field. ... Tight end Jordan Reed has tremendous pass-catching talent 
but has had trouble staying healthy on a consistent basis, ... Washing- 
ton attempted to build their depth along the defensive front by signing 
Terrell McClain (Cowboys) and Stacy McGee (Raiders) in free agency, 
then they received a draft-day gift when Alabama's Jonathan Allen fell 
to them at No. 17, ... On third down, they finished 32nd in the league in 
giving up a 46.6 percent conversion rate. ... The constant Cousins talk 
will take its toll, so | see them taking a step back in 2017.” 
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Allen: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Norman: Rob Leiter via Getty Images 


1._Jonathan Allen 

2, Ryan Anderson Alabama 
3._Fabian Moreau 206 UCLA 
4. Samaje Perine 233 Oklahoma 
4, Montae Nicholson Ss. 6-2 212 Michigan State 
5._Jeremy Sprinkle TE 6-5 252 Arkansas 
6. Chase Roullier c 6-4 312 Wyoming 
6. Robert Davis WR 6-3 219 Georgia State 
7._JoshHarvey-Clemons__S. 6-4 217 Louisville 
7.__ Josh Holsey DB 5-10. 190 Auburn 


Loaded with extra picks, the Redskins wisely focused on defense at this year's 
draft, with Jonathan Allen, a versatile lineman, and Ryan Anderson, a promising 
edge rusher, both expected to make immediate impacts on that side of the ball. 
The fact they were teammates with the Crimson Tide is more of a curiosity and 
a coincidence than any sort of strategy. Fabian Moreau could contribute in the 
defensive backfield as well, if he recovers from a torn pectoral muscle in time 
for training camp. Samaje Perine, Oklahoma's all-time leading rusher, could 
battle Rob Kelley for the starting running back job, but he should get plentiful 
playing time regardless. The Redskins beefed up their secondary in the later 
rounds, adding two safeties (Montae Nicholson and Josh Harvey-Clemons) and 
‘one corner (Josh Holsey). Tight end Jeremy Sprinkle was productive at Arkansas 
but ran into some legal trouble at the team’s bowl game. In all, this was a draft 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


FAREWELL TOUR? The Redskins have until 
July 15 to sign Kirk Cousins to a long-term 
contract, but there was little to no momen- 
tum toward any such deal by late spring, and 
the chances appear strong this will be his 
final year in D.C., since placing the franchise 
tag on him for a third straight year in 2018 
would be financially prohibitive. 


FUTURE HOME? Two of Cousins’ former 
offensive coordinators are now the head 
coaches of other teams — Kyle Shanahan 
(49ers) and Sean McVay (Rams). And their 
enduring fondness for Cousins is one reason 
trade speculation over him has persisted 
deep into the 2017 offseason — as is the fact 
that neither the 49ers nor the Rams has an 
established quarterback in place. If Cousins 
eventually leaves Washington, those two 
teams would likely be at the front of the line 
of teams trying to acquire him. 


QB OF THE FUTURE Where would the 
Redskins go at quarterback should Cousins 
leave? Veteran backup Colt McCoy, a 
30-year-old whom the team re-signed 

toa three-year deal in 2016, would be a 
perfect one- or two-year bridge to give the 
Redskins time to develop their next young 
starter. Since they didn’t draft a quarter- 
back this year, that could mean they view 
their future QB to be Nate Sudfeld, a 6'6" 
specimen whom the team drafted in the 
sixth round in 2016 and who served as the 
third-stringer last year but never appeared 
ina game. 


CHANNELING SEAN TAYLOR Reserve line- 
backer Khairi Fortt will have a starring role 
this year in at least one respect. The Discov- 
ery Channel tabbed him to portray former 
Redskins safety Sean Taylor in a scripted 
documentary about Taylor's murder in 2007. 
Fortt’s father, Guy, is an accomplished actor 
and will be playing Taylor's father in the 
show, called "The Perfect Murder,” which 
was scheduled to air beginning in June. 


PASS THE TURKEY The Redskins’ 2017 
schedule has one interesting and historic 
twist: The team will host a game on Thanks- 
giving for the first time, when the New York 
Giants visit on Nov. 23 for a night game. The 
Redskins have played a Thanksgiving Day 
game nine other times (going an unsightly 
2-7), but never at home. 


RED-ZONE HELP The Redskins quite clearly 
placed a premium on height when revamp- 
ing their wide receiver corps this offseason. 
Gone is playmaker DeSean Jackson, the 
5'10" speedster. In his place is Terrelle Pry- 
or, who stands a good half-foot taller. Pryor 
has played only one season as a wide re- 
ceiver but caught 77 passes for 1,007 yards 
from six different quarterbacks in Cleveland 
in 2016. The team also added 6'4" receiver 
Brian Quick in free agency and 6'3" receiver 
Robert Davis in the sixth round of the draft. 
The Redskins hope the extra height will be a 
boon for a red-zone offense that ranked 30th 
in the NFL in 2016, scoring touchdowns on 
only 45.9 percent of red-zone possessions. 


class that rated highly among most draft experts. 


BERS T0 KN 


The Redskins ranked third in Ad- 
justed Sack Rate, allowing only 
3.9 percent of thelr pass snaps to 


become sacks. 


The Redskins allowed a league- 
high 9.1 receptions and 77.0 yards 
per game to tight ends 

The Redskins’ offense led the 
league in broken tackles, creating 
them on 12.8 percent of offensive 


snaps. 


JOSH NORMAN 
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CHICAGO 


BEARS 


n optimist would say there’s nowhere to go but up for a Bears team that limped 
home with a 3-13 record in 2016, the worst 16-game mark in franchise history. 
A realist would say that this year’s Bears team isn't any better on paper and that 
John Fox and his staff will be coaching for their jobs in 2017. Maybe that's where 
the improvement will come from, because it’s debatable whether the personnel is any better. 
That's especially true after a draft that left observers scratching their heads and wondering 
how general manager Ryan Pace could provide so little immediate help for a team that is so 
much in need of it. The Bears were extremely active in free agency and improved their depth. 
Buta team with a dearth of impact players didn’t add any and lost its best offensive weapon 
in wide receiver Alshon Jeffery. 


OFFENSE After eight years of teasing with rare flashes of talent but always underachiev- 
ing, Jay Cutler is gone. Mike Glennon is the successor. But Glennon is in a win-now-or-else 
situation, because the Bears used the second overall pick in the draft on Mitch Trubisky, 
who Pace hopes will become the team’s franchise quarterback. If Trubisky doesn’t deliver, 
Pace will soon follow Cutler out of town. Glennon got a three-year $45 million deal, but 
after the $16 million he's guaranteed this year, just $2.5 million more is guaranteed. The 
hope is that by 2018, Trubisky will be ready to replace Glennon, or that Glennon plays well 
enough to keep the rookie on the bench for another year of seasoning. 

‘The 6'6" Glennon's career passer rating of 84.6 indicates competency, especially since 
most of his playing time came as a rookie in 2013 when he started 13 games for a bad 
‘Tampa Bay team. But Glennon has thrown just 11 passes since the end of the 2014 season, 
after which the Bucs’ quarterback job went to Jameis Winston. Glennon lacks both the 
mobility that Cutler often needed to survive and Cutler’s rocket arm, but he can spin it and 
is considered a quick study with some upside. Mark Sanchez was signed to replace last year’s 
backups Brian Hoyer and Matt Barkley, who both landed in San Francisco. 

To replace Jeffery, the Bears added free-agent wide receivers Markus Wheaton and Ken- 
dall Wright, both of whom fit best as slot receivers and are young enough to duplicate prom- 
ising seasons they enjoyed earlier in their careers, They also add some much-needed speed 
to complement 6'3" Cam Meredith, an undrafted free agent in 2015 who had a breakout 
sophomore season in 2016 with 66 receptions for 888 yards. 

‘The X-factor in the Bears’ passing game is wide receiver Kevin White, the seventh overall 
pick in the 2015 draft. The 6'3" White runs a 4.35 40 but missed his entire rookie season 
with shin splints that required surgery. In the first four games last season, White was just 
beginning to tap into his massive potential when a fractured left fibula and high ankle 
sprain ended his season. 

Tight end should be much improved with the return of talented pass catcher Zach Miller 
and the addition of ascending, three-down player Dion Sims in free agency. The Bears also 
used a second-round pick on 6'6",277-pound 


THE ORGANIZATION 


CHAIRMAN: George H. McCaskey 
PRESIDENT/CEO: Ted Phillips 
GENERAL MANAGER: Ryan Pace 
DIRECTOR OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: Josh Lucas 
STADIUM: Soldier Field (61,500) 
SURFACE: Kentucky Bluegrass 


WEBSITE: www.chicagobears.com 


TICKETS: 1-847-615-BEAR (2327) 
TRAINING CAMP: Olivet Nazarene University 
(Bourbonnais, ILL.) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: John Fox 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 9-23 


CAREER RECORD: 128-112 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dowell Loggains 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Vic Fangio 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Jeff Rodgers. 
QUARTERBACKS: Dave Ragone 
RUNNING BACKS: Curtis Modkins 
WIDE RECEIVERS; Zach Azzanni 

TIGHT ENDS: Frank Smith 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Jeremiah Washburn, 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Jay Rodgers 
LINEBACKERS: Glenn Pires 

OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS: Brandon Staley 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Ed Donatell 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


Adam Shaheen, who could also contribute 


onall three downs provided he can make the [WF] FAS OULSUIII NS 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


jump from Division-II Ashland. 2016 
‘The run game is in excellent hands. Jordan aaa gume| Record 
Sept.10 Atlanta 1:00} 11-5 


Howard may have been the biggest steal of 
the 2016 draft after Cowboys quarterback EAMES 1:00] 9-7 
Dak Prescott. The fifth-round choice from Seema 1:00] eS 
Indiana rushed for a Bears rookie-record  -RMEBmRnRaaanaanoaa 055 | |O° 
1,313 yards and had a higher average per a ae tudes one Foal (ace 
carry (5.2 yards) than Ezekiel Elliott. : ; 


Oct. 22 Caroli 1:00} 6-10 
There is plenty of depth here, including | Fameemene tare 


former fourth-round picks Jeremy Lang ——c—meincaammmmm °°) 7° 
ford (2015) and Ka'Deem Carey (2014), | RRaRPEERE EN Sanit aac 
plus free-agent pickup Benny Cunningham, | RetmREReeeny 100! 9-7 
along with this year’s fourth-rounder, Tarik RG at Philadelphia 1:00} 7-9 
Cohen. Dec. 3 San Francisco 1:00} 2-14 

The interior of the O-line, including Dec. at Cincinnati 1:00 | 6-9-1 
four-time Pro Bowl left guard Josh Sitton Dec. at Detroit (Sat.) 4:30| 9-7 
and center Cody Whitehair, will be a team JDERS Cleveland 1:00} 1-15 


strength — if right guard Kyle Long, a  [DESSREAMETIIIESSTED 1:00] 8-8 


Total 
Offense 


415.8 (2) 
346.4 (18) 
372.6 (7) 
368.8 (8) 
315.1 (28) 
347.7 (17) 
343.7 (19) 
426.0 (1) 


368.8 (8) 
338.8 (21) 
337.4 (22) 
308.1 (31) 
356.9 (13) 
338.8 (21) 
311.0 (30) 
315.1 (28) 


Total 
Defense 
371.2 (25) 
367.9 (23) 
342.6 (12) 
363.9 (22) 
314.9 (3) 
322.1 (7) 
359.8 (21) 
375.4 (27) 


363.9 (22) 
354.8 (18) 
342.8 (13) 
406.4 (32) 
350.8 (17) 
354.8 (18) 
392.4 (31) 
314.9 (3) 


Scoring 
Offense 


33.8 (1) 
22.1 (18t] 
24,9 (10t) 
27.0 (4) 
20.4 (23) 
21.4 (21) 
23.1 (15) 
29.3 (2) 


27.0 (4) 
21.6 (20) 
22.9 (16) 
19.3 (27) 
20.3 (24) 
21.6 (20) 
16.5 (31) 
20.4 (23) 


Scoring 
Defense 


25.4 (27) 
23.1 (15) 
20.4 (10) 
26.3 (21) 
19.2 (6) 
20.1 (9) 
25.1 (26) 
28.4 (31) 


24.3 (21) 
22.4 (13) 
20.7 (12) 
30.0 [32] 
19.7, (8) 
22.4 (13) 
28.3 (30) 
19.2 (6) 
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ire via Getty Images 


3 
= 


at Houston 
Philadelphia 
at Dallas 
Detroit 

at Indianapolis 
Jacksonville 
at Green Bay 
Minnesota 

at Tampa Bay 
at NY. Giants 
Tennessee 
San Francisco 
at Detroit 
Green Bay 
Washington 
at Minnesota 


Brian Hoy 


2016 SIAS 


Team Offense Stat 

Total 366.5. 
Rushing 108.4 
Passing 248.1 
Scoring Wh 
Third Down % 37.8 
Punt Returns 80 
Kick Returns rR 
Team Defense 

Total 346.8 
Rushing ng 
Passing 2049 
Scoring ua 
Interceptions a 
Sacks Ss 37 


Turnaver Differential -20 


2 
T31 


14-23 
14-29 
1-31 
W4 
23-29 
16-17 
10-26 
20-10 
10-36 
16-22 
2-27 

26-6 
11-00 
27-30 
21-41 
10-38 


KICKING: Connor Barth, 18-23 FGs, 31-32 PAT, 85 points 
TACKLES: Jorrell Freeman, 110; Herold Jones-Quartey, 78 
‘SACKS: Willie Young, 7.5; Two players tied with 7.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Tracy Porter, 2; Cre'von LeBlanc, 2 


NELRank  NFC Rank 


LEONARD FLOYD Ses 


three-time Pro Bowler, returns to form after mi: 
and ankle injuries. Whitehair was a tackle at Kansas State who never played center until he 
got to the NFL, but he made a seamless transition. The tackles, Charles Leno on the left and 
Bobby Massie on the right, are not as talented but are more than adequate. 


sing half the 2016 season with shoulder 


DEFENSE Coordinator Vic Fangio would be thrilled with a repeat performance from 
Akiem Hicks, who was probably the Bears’ defensive MVP in his first season with the team. 
Known as a stout run defender, the 6'5", 336-pound also added a career-best seven 
sacks and played an amazing 86.5 percent of the defensive snaps. For the Bears to make 
progress up front this n, they need more than the five starts they got last year from 
2015 second-round nose tackle Eddie Goldman, who is a solid D-line anchor when healthy. 
‘As a rookie, Goldman was a force against the inside run, and he also has the ability to push 
the pocket. Massive John Jenkins (6'3", 359 pounds) was added in fre cy to provide 
another run-stuffing widebody. More is expected from end Jonathan Bullard, a disappoint- 
ing 2016 third-round pick. 

“The Bears acquired the upgrades they needed at inside linebacker last year in free agency 
in veterans Danny ‘Trevathan and Jerrell Freeman, Both played well when they were in 
the lineup, especially vs. the run, but Freeman was suspended for four games because of a 
positive PED test. Trevathan missed seven games and finished on IR with a ruptured right 
patellar tendon, and he could start the season on the PUP list. Last year’s fourth-round pick, 
Nick Kwiatkoski, got some valuable starting experience filling in when the two veterans 
were out, but he needs to take another big step to become an effective starter. 

Outside linebacker Leonard Floyd overcame multiple nagging injuries as a rookie to tie 
Hicks for second on the team with seven sacks. A healthy Floyd, with the benefit of a little 
more time in the weight room, should be an impact pass rusher. Because of knee injuries, 
Pernell McPhee may never be the player and pass rusher the Bears thought they were get- 
ting prior to the 2015 season, With 10 sacks in two s, he hasn't lived up to his $38.75 
million, five-year contract, but he brings an emotional spark when he’s on the field and is 
still just 28. Unsung Willie Young has 24 sacks in his three 
the team with 7.5 last season, although six came in the firs 

The secondary has been remade after it was the prime culprit in a second straight season 
with only eight interceptions. Last year’s top cover corner, Tracy Porter, was cut, Veteran 
corners Prince Amukamara and Marcus Cooper were added in free agency, as was safety 
Quintin Demps, who is coming off a six-pick campaign with the’ Texans. But Amukamara is 
ona one-year deal, and Demps turns 32 in the summer; Fourth-round safety Eddie Jackson 
was the only defensive player the Bears drafted, and he could emerge as a Day 1 starter. 


SPECIALISTS After 11 years, during which he became the ninth-most-accurate field 
goal kicker in NFL history (85.4 percent), Robbie Gould was abruptly cut and replaced by 
Connor Barth, who converted 78.3 percent of his field goal tries. Gould was 10-for-10 after 
he was picked up by the Giants, but he missed three extra points. Punter Pat O’Donnell 
and the punt-coverage unit both have room for improvement, as does the return game. But 
Cunningham is an upgrade on kickoff returns, and Jackson was exceptional last year as 
Alabama's punt returner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Fox had a strong track record of guiding his previous teams — the 
Panthers and Broncos — to monumental growth in Year 2 under his command, But last 
year’s Bears team plummeted from 6-10 to 3~13,'There are whispers that the relationship 
between Fox and Pace is fraying, and with a difficult early schedule, this operation could 
unravel in a hurry. 


icl 


‘ons in Chicago, and he led 
six games, 
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Tom Lynn 


SS 


# lemon Mike 


COLLEGE 


South Carolina 


8 
FADal-17—DI-NY-09 


WeCle-16 —FACle-14 
ACQUIRED 


6 Sanchez, Mark O62 
9 Show, Connor bt 
RUNNING BACKS: S 
Carey KaDeem RB 510 
14 Cunningham, Benny RB_5-10 
14 Howat, Jordan RB 60 
30 Langford, Jeremy RB 60 
47 taste, Paul 


TT Ballamy, Joshua 


84 Braunecker, en Te bb 
83 Braverman, Daniel WR 5-10 
85 Brown, Daniel Te 65 
81 Meredith, Cameron WR 6-4 
6 Miller, Zach Te 65 
0 Pruitt, MyCote Te 62 
82 Randle, Rueben WR 6-2 
19 Royal, Eddie WR 5-10 
88 Sims, Dion TE be 
14 Thompson, Deonte WR 6-0 
12 Wheaton, Markus WR 5-11 
13 White, Kevin WR 6-4 


Wight, Kendall 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN POS 
57 Bogs, Tylor x 
74 Compton, Tom 1 65 


‘Aaona 
Mite Tennessee 
Indiana 
Michigan State 
BYU 


COLLEGE 
ouisvile 
Harvard 
Western Michigan 
James Madison 
inois State 
Nebraska-Omaha 
Southern ilinois 


Virginia Tech 
Michigan Sate 
Floxida 

Oregon State 
West Vigna 
Baylor 


Dial ‘Dda-Chi-14 
FAMLAR-IT 
Db 


WeWas-14 
Fat 
O76 
Webal-16 
FANS 
FAN 
Fats 
Fat? 
FALACS1B 
FAeMianI7 
Fath 
FAitAT 
O15 
FACTen-17 


COLLEGE ACQUIRED 


umboli State 
South Dakota 
Portand State 
Oregon 
California (PA) 
Boise State 
‘regon 
Mississipi 
Montana 


Kansas State 


FA? 

FAUT 

Fat 

03-15 

WeLAR16 

D714 DY-Chi-t4 
4g DI-Chi-13 
FAAiN6 ——DdsAt-12 
Fils FAcTen-14 
Fats 5-Buf-14 


O26 D2-Chist6 


Faison, Comelus OL 63 
56 Gras, Hroniss O64 
44 Kush, ic Ob 
72 Leno, Jr, Charles OL 64 
75 Long. Kyle OL 66 
70 Massie, Bobby Ol 66 
78 Poedis, Wil 1 68 
78 Richardson, yl Ol 65 
7 Stn, Josh 1 63 
Swell. radey 1 67 
#5 Wie, Cody OL bh 
74 Bullard, Jonathan Ob 
‘Goldman, Edie OL bh 
46 ticks, Akiem OL 65 
Howard, Jaye 1 69 
5 Jenkins, Jon oT 63 
67 Levis-Moor, Kapron DL bk 
99 Sutton, Wil OL 60 
98 Unen, Mitch OL bh 
69 Wilson, Cd OL 63 


LINEBACKERS 


49 Acho, Sam ib} 
8 Anderson, Jonathan LB 6+} 
94 Floyd, Leonard WB 6 
4 freeman, Joel 8 60 
99 Houston, tamarr i 63 
82 Jones, Christian WB 6 
44 Kviathoski, Nick W862 
492 MePhee, Peel 63 
45 Robertson Harri, Roy LB 6-7 
3 Tinu, John i 

89 Trevathan, Danny Ty 

91 Young, Willie ty 

DEFENSIVE BACKS _POS_H 
8 Amos, Adin OB 6-0 
20 Amukamara, Prince CB 0 
36 Banks, Johnthan OB 6-2 
4% Bush, Deon De & 
37 Callahan, Bryce a) 
75 Cooper, Marcus Bb? 
1 Damps, Quintin 08 541 
1 fuller, Kye OB 5-11 
52 Hal, Deion! OB 62 
W Wouslon-Carson,Dedndre 0B 6-1 
29 Jones-Ouatey Harold OB 5-11 
71 Leblanc, Cron 08 541 
TT McManis,Sherick = DB 61 
31 Prosinsi, Chris m6 
43 Reynolds, Rashaad «= DB 5-11 
30 Webb, BLN. Co 5-1 
4 Barth, Connor «511 
16 O'Donnell, Pat Pb 
4B Scales, Patrick Is 64 


m2 
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WT_EXP COLLEGE 
a4 


6 
4 
1 
1 
4 
(i 
4 
1 
i 
1 
1 
7 
6 
1 
4 
xP. 
9 
a 
1 


P COLLEGE 


Floida 
Florida State 
Regina 
Florida 
Geoigia 
Note Dame 
‘Arizona State 
Wyoming 
Fast Carlina 


Geoigla 


ENTRY 
OG DB-Chi-16 
O25 DL-Chiet6 


FANE16 ——3-NO-12 
FAKE Dd-Sea-t2 
FASea-17— 03-NO-13 


fA? b-Bal-13 
O14 O3-Chi-14 
fat FAHou-10 
fab 07-68-10 


ENTRY 


FAi-1S—Dd-Ar-T1 
Fab FALChi=15, 
ay D-Chi-1b 


Mary Hardin-Baylor FA-tnd-16 —FInd-12 


Tos 
Florida Sate 
West Virginia 
Mississipi State 
nee 


Washington 
Kontucky 
NeState 


Penn State 
Nebraska 
Mississipi State 
Miami 

Rie 

Rutgers 

tee 

Virginia Tech 
Norther awa 
Wiliam & Mary 
Findlay 

Florida Atantc 
Northwestern 
Wyoming 

Oregon State 
Wiliam & Mary 


North Carolina 
Miami 
Utah State 


FAOak1A——O2-ak10 
Fath FALChi-44 
Dhat6 Dia-Chi-t6 
FAsBal-16 —05-Bal-11 
Fab FALChi-N6 
FANG FALChit5 
FAvDen-146——Db-Den-12 
FAcDet-14—O7-Det-10 


ACQUIRED _ ENTRY 
15 


05-Chi-16 
FaJac17 ——DI-NYG-11 
WeDet-16 7-18-13 
Déb-16 Dtb-Chi-t6 
FAG FAcChi6 
FANN? DI-SF-13 
FAsHow-17 
D114 
Dée-16 
06-17 


15 


wi 


16 : 
THou-12——05-Hou-10 
FA16 Dé-Jac-11 
FANG Fasdac-1d 


FANO-I7 —— Dé-Dal-13 


FALlb FASKC-08 
b-14 Db-Chi-14 
Fado FABaL-T1 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 13 Kevin White 11 Josh Bellamy 

WR 81 Cam Meredith 19 Eddie Royal 

WR 10 Markus Wheaton Kendall Wright 

LT 72 Charles Leno Bradley Sowell 

LG 71 Josh Sitton 57 Taylor Boggs 

C 65 Cody Whitehair 55 Hroniss Grasu 

RG 75 Kyle Long 76 Tom Compton 

RT 70 Bobby Massie 64 Eric Kush 

TE 86 Zach Miller 88 Dion Sims 

QB 8 Mike Glennon 6 Mark Sanchez 

RB 24 Jordan Howard 33. Jeremy Langford 
DEFENSE 

DE 96 Akiem Hicks 74 Jonathan Bullard 

NT 91. Eddie Goldman 98 Mitch Unrein 

DE 95 John Jenkins 93 Will Sutton 

OLB 92 Pernell McPhee 97 Willie Young 

LB 59 Danny Trevathan 44 Nick Kwiatkoski 

ILB 50 Jerrell Freeman 52 Christian Jones 

OLB 94 Leonard Floyd 49 Sam Acho 

CB 20 Prince Amukamara 22 Cre'Von LeBlanc 

CB 25 Marcus Cooper 37 Bryce Callahan 

SS 21 Quintin Demps 29 Harold Jones-Quartey 

FS Eddie Jackson [R] 38 Adrian Amos 

SPECIAUSTS 

K 4 Connor Barth KR 26 Benny Cunningham 

P 16 Pat O'Donnell PR Eddie Jackson (R] 
PLAYER | 
xev aopimions @ Kev Losses @ 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
CB___Prince Amukamara__ Jacksonville OB Jay Cutler Retired 
CB___ Marcus Cooper ‘Arizona WR Alshon Jeffery Phitadelphia 
$ Quintin Demps_ Houston CB Tracy Porter Free Agent 
8 Mike Glennon Tampa Bay 
OL__Joh Jenkins _Seattle 
OB Mark Sanchez _Dallas 
TE___ Dion Sims Miami 
OT___Bradley Sowell Seattle 


WR Markus Wheaton Pittsburgh 
WR Kendall Wright Tennessee 


SCOUTING 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP CHICAGO “Mike Glennon is a classic 
pocket passer with a big arm, and people tend to overlook his 30-to-15 
career touchdown-to-interception ratio. ... GM Ryan Pace shocked the 
NFL and maybe his own coach John Fox when he traded up to No. 2 

in the draft and took Mitch Trubisky. ... You can’t fault them for trying 
to fix the position, but you can critique Trubisky as a one-year starter 
who did not exude much personality in his interviews and visits. .. With 
this dramatic move, Fox will have to manage two parallel tracks — one 
for Glennon, the presumptive starter in 2017, and one for Trubisky, 

the quarterback of the future. ,.. Running back Jordan Howard was a 
bright spot when he rushed for over 1,300 yards and six touchdowns 
as a rookie. ... Wide receiver Kevin White has played four games in 

two seasons — this is a prove-it year for him. ... Cameron Meredith 

led the team with 66 receptions, and when Alshon Jeffery signed with 
the Eagles, he was penciled in as a starter... Tight end Zach Miller 
has struggled staying healthy, so they took a shot on Ashland phenom 
‘Adam Shaheen in the second round. ... Center Cady Whitehair looks 
like a mainstay in the middle of their line, and last year’s No. 1 choice, 
outside linebacker Leonard Floyd, racked up seven sacks in 12 games. 
«x Chicago was tied for dead last at minus-20 in the turnover margin, so 
taking care of the football will be a major priority for Glennon and Co.” 
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MAKING A MOVE Bears GM Ryan Pace 

was widely panned for moving up to the 
second overall pick in the draft to get Mitch 
Trubisky by swapping the third overall pick 
along with a third-rounder (67th overall] and 
fourth-rounder (111th overall) this year, plus 
a third-round pick in 2018. Pace explains: 

“If we want to be great, you just can’t sit 

on your hands,” he says. “There are times 
when you've got to be aggressive. | just don’t 
want to be average around here; | want to 
be great, and these are the moves you have 
to make.” 

THROWER, NOT A RUNNER New quarter- 
back Mike Glennon knows he’s not perfect 
“| don’t think anyone is going to mistake 

me for Michael Vick, ever, or anyone of that 
nature,” he says. “But | move well enough. 
Look at guys like Tom Brady, like Peyton 
Manning, like essentially every quarterback 
that has won the Super Bowl the past how- 
ever-many years — guys that probably are 
in the same ballpark as me as far as being 
an athlete.” 

BY ANY OTHER NAME While 5'6" running 
back Tarik Cohen is fine with the “Human 
Joystick” nickname that came from the pro- 
ducer of his YouTube video, the fourth-round 
pick prefers the nickname “Chicken Salad,” 
that he got fram an ESPN announcer. “Why 
Chicken Salad?" he was asked. “It's differ- 
ent,” he said. “I never heard anybody called 
that before.” 

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS Jordan How- 
ard, the Bears’ 2016 fifth-round pick (150th 
overall), thought he deserved more respect, 
and then he proved it. “It was definitely 
motivation,” he says. “Because | thought | 
was a lot better than a lot of people who got 
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BEARS IN THE 


DRAFT 


Pos COLLEGE 
1._ Mitch Trubisk 6-3 220 North Carolina 
2._ Adam Shaheen 6-6 277 Ashland 
4. Eddie Jackson 6-0 201 Alabama 
4. Tarik Cohen RB 5-6 179 North Carolina A&T. 
5. Jordan Morgan. OL 6-3 309 Kutztown 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


selected before me. But that was out of my 
control.” After 12 carries in the first three 
weeks, Howard took control of the Bears’ 
Tun game, rushing for a team rookie-record 
1,313 yards. He averaged 5.2 yards per 
carry — second only to LeSean McCoy's 5.5, 
among players with at least 150 carries 


KEEP IT SIMPLE Bears safeties had a total 
of one interception last season. Veteran 
safety Quintin Demps, who was signed in 
free agency, had six picks for the Texans 
last year. Demps’ interception philosophy 

is basic: “Just [use] your eyes,” he says. 
“You have to be disciplined. You have to let it 
come to you, man. You can’t force it, because 
then you're going to give up something.” 
HE’LL TRY ANYTHING Bears fifth-round 
pick Jordan Morgan preferred basketball in 
high school, but he decided to give football 
a try in his senior year. “You either had to do 
community service, or you had to do extra- 
curricular activities,” he says. “I went with 
football because | had a few friends on the 
team who were already encouraging me to 
try it, so | figured, Why not?” The next year 
Morgan walked on at Kutztown University, 
and last season, he won the Gene Upshaw 
‘Award as the top offensive or defensive 
lineman in Division Il. 


LESS IS MORE By carrying 25 fewer pounds 
than the 280 or so he weighed when he 
signed with the Bears after the 2014 season, 
outside linebacker Pernell McPhee predicts 
bad things for Bears opponents in 2017. “Its 
going to be dangerous,” McPhee says. “Ob- 
viously last year wasn't a great year, and the 
year before wasn’t one. So now, hopefully 
by me losing weight and staying focused, we 
can turn this thing around.” 
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Despite GM Ryan Pace’s protestations to the contrary, the Bears are unlikely 
to get much immediate help from this draft class. It includes three picks who 
played below the FBS level, including two from D-Il — Adam Shaheen and Jor- 
dan Morgan. Mitch Trubisky, a surprise pick at No. 2 overall, is not being counted 
onto play in 2017. Eddie Jackson is the best bet to contribute right away, but only 
if he's fully recovered from the fractured leg that ended his 2016 season in Octo- 
ber. Cohen will add depth in a backfield that can be considered a team strength. 
Morgan will have to adjust to the athleticism and speed of the NFL. 


A league-best 75 percent of the 
Bears’ carries on third-and-short, 
fourth-and-short and goal- 
to-go achieved a first down or 
touchdown. 


Chicago's offense finished 30th 
in the NFL in turnovers per drive, 
coughing it up on 18 percent of 
their possessions. 


Chicago's defense forced 
turnovers on just 6.7 percent of 
drives, the third-worst rate in the 
league 


WILLIE YOUNG A 


Trubisky: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Young: Joe Robbins/Getty Images 


DETROIT 


here were wholesale changes, followed by incremental progress. The hope for the 

Detroit Lions is that a new regime led by general manager Bob Quinn will continue 

where it left off in 2016. The Lions returned to the playoffs, got significant contribu 

tions from Quinn’ first draft class and, with a franchise quarterback already in place, 
appeared to lay a foundation for success. 

One thing hasn't changed, however. The Lions still haven't won a playoff game since 1991, 
and they haven't won a division title since "93, letting one slip away last winter with three 
consecutive losses to end the season. So while coach Jim Caldwell’s even-keeled approach is 
appreciated in the locker room and seems to be a good fit with Quinn, Caldwell is facing a 
contract year — and a tougher schedule — with little job security. 


OFFENSE There is no more debate about Matthew Stafford’s value. The only question in 
the offseason was just how much the 29-year-old quarterback would be paid as the Lions 
began negotiating a contract extension that may make him the league's highest-paid player. 

Stafford is coming off one of his best seasons. He passed for 4,327 yards and 24 touch- 
downs with 10 interceptions, despite playing the last month with the middle finger on his 
throwing hand ina splint. Prior to that, he led the team to an NFL-record eight fourth-quar- 
ter comeback wins. And he looked comfortable in his first full year with Jim Bob Cooter as 
offensive coordinator, spreading the ball around in a controlled short passing attack. 

What would make him even more comfortable this season would be an improved run 
game. The Lions ranked 30th in the NFL in rushing and didn't have a back gain more 
than 70 yards in a game all season. But starter Ameer Abdullah is back after suffering a 
season-ending foot injury in Week 2 last season, and he could form a dynamic tandem with 
‘Theo Riddick, a matchup nightmare out of the backfield who also was lost to injury late last 
season. (Riddick’s 80 receptions in 2015 tied for the lead among NFL running backs.) The 
emergence of Zach Zenner as a viable fill-in starter provides some depth, but if Abdullah 
can't stay on the field, it’ll spell trouble again. 

‘The biggest change in the Lions’ offensive outlook can be found in the trenches, where 
Quinn has completely revamped the offensive line. A year after investing heavily in the 
draft, the GM splurged in free agency this winter, signing Rick Wagner — one of the top 
right tackles on the market — and then outbidding Seattle to land right guard TJ. Lang, 
whold been a mainstay for division rival Green Bay. They'll join a young group anchored 
by last year’s rookie first-round pick, Taylor Decker, who had an impressive debut at left 
tackle. The moves, along with the signing of tight end Darren Fells, give the Lions one of 
the league’s better pass-blocking units, and Lang’s arrival adds some veteran leadership as 
well as a much-needed nasty streak. 

Last year's big free-agent addition — receiver Marvin Jones Jr.— started fast while trying 
to fill the cleats of retired star Calvin Johnson. But after a 205-yard, two-TD day at Lam- 


NFC NORTH FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


OWNER/CHAIRPERSON: Martha Firestone Ford 
‘VICE CHAIRMAN: William Clay Ford, Jr. 
PRESIDENT: Rod Wood 

‘EXECUTIVE VP/GENERAL MANAGER: Bob Quinn 
DIRECTOR OF PLAYER PERSONNEL; Kyle O’Brien 
‘STADIUM: Ford Field (65,000) 

‘SURFACE: FieldTurf Classic HD. 

WEBSITE: www.detroitlions.com 

TICKETS: 1-877-212-8898 

TRAINING CAMP: Detroit Lions Training Facility 
{Allen Park, Mich.) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Jim Caldwell 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 27-21 

‘CAREER RECORD: 53-43 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jim Bob Cooter 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Teryl Austin 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Joe Marciano 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/OFFENSIVE LINE: 

Ron Prince 

‘QUARTERBACKS: Brian Callahan 

RUNNING BACKS: David Walker 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Robert Prince 

TIGHT ENDS: Al Golden 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Kris Kocurek 
LINEBACKERS: Bill Sheridan 

‘SAFETIES: Alan Williams 

‘CORNERBACKS: Tony Oden 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


the rest of the season (three catches for 44 


beau Field in Week 3, his per-game averages 
2017 SCHEDULE 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


yar); ciel ees jab abate oF aoa 2016 | Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
the Lions targeted another big wideout in FR Record] Offense Defense | Offense | Defense 
the draft, Norther Illinois’ Kenny Golladay, POST aT 7-8-1 | 3668 191] 305.2 (2)| 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
who'll compete for the No. 3 role behind ERSTE SST Oho ic) 11-5 | 330.7 (25)| 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26)] 17.8 (2) 
Jones and Golden Tate. The wild card re- EPR er) 11-5 | 415.8 (2)| 371.2 (25) | 33.8. (1) | 25.4 (27) 
mains Eric Ebron, an athletic tight end who | 0984) 700 8-8 | 315.1 (28) 3149 (3) | 20.4 (23]] 19.2 (6) 
may never validate his top-10 draft choice WE) Get 6-10 | 343.7 [19] | 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
but who has steadily improved. Oct. 15 atNew Orleans 7-9 | 4260 (1)| 375.4 (27) | 29.3. (2) | 28.4 (31) 
* A BYE 

Dee eee ae ee Oct. 29 Pittsburgh 11-5] 3726 (7]] 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (100) | 20.4 (10) 
Was gure PapnamrCmmbIeME Nov. 6 at Green Bay (Mon.) 10-6 | 368.8 (8}| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
the defense had far too much trouble getting | 7) 77) 74-5 4-15 | 311.0 (30)] 3924 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 283 (30) 
off the field, ranking 31st in the league in E09 55S 3-43 | 356.5 (15) | 346.8 [15] | 17.4 (28t] | 24.9 (24) 
third-down percentage. The Lions also fin-  Y8Y 75) reer 8-8 | 315.1 (28]| 314.9 [31] 20.4 (23) | 19.2 (6) 
ished last in opponent pass efficiency, tied for (TES Ey TT 8-8 | 347.7 (17]| 322.1 (7)} 21.4 (21) | 20.1 (9) 
30th in sacks and tied for 28th in takeaways. TESST) Sri 9-7 | 346.4 (18}| 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (181) | 23.1 (15) 
Not surprisingly, the front office made GEST Diet os) 3-13 | 356.5 (15]| 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24) 
adding defensive playmakers — and speed [GES 7) eeu) 6-9-1 | 356.9 (13)] 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7 (8) 
—a priority in the draft. The most notable [PEs el) oreueey 10-6 | 368.8 {al| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
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Stafford: Al Bello/Getty Images; Tate: Tom Lynn 
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PASSING 
Matthew Stafford 
RUSHING AVG 1D 
Theo Riddick 

shington 


Matthew Stafford 

RECEIVING. 

Golden Tate 1077 11.8 
AnquanBoltin [aS 
Eric Ebon Hom i 
Marvin Jones RX 
Theo Riddick 3 an 70 


KICKING: Matt Prater, 31-26 FGs, 31-33 PAT, 124 points 


TACKLES: Tahir Whitehead, 132; Tavon Wilson, 89 
‘SACKS: Kerry Hyder, 8.0; Devin Taylor, 4.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Four payers tied with 2 


2016 SIAIS 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank  NFC Rank 
Total 338.821 N 
Rushing 89 30 14 
Passing Sia 
Scoring, no 20 all 


Third Down% 42.68 5 
Punt Returns Wer 3) 2 


Kick Returns 22.7 112 6 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 3648 18 9, 
Rushing Dena 
Passing 9” 8 
Scoring jinn 
Interceptions ™%3 1 
Sacks 130 16 


Tumover Differential -1 2010 


4307 4 10 


GOLDEN TATE 


addition is at linebacker, where first-round pick Jarrad Davis — a natural leader who 
wowed scouts at Florida’s pro day — is expected to step in immediately as a starter. The 
Lions cut ties with DeAndre Levy, who missed most of the last two seasons with injury, 
but they also got younger and deeper at the position. Davis’ arrival — Quinn pegged 
him as a middle linebacker — may push incumbent starter Tahir Whitehead outside. 
But there's second-year pro Antwione Williams and an explosive hitter in rookie Jalen 
Reeves-Maybin pushing for jobs as well, while veteran Paul Worrilow, who spent last 
season in a backup role with Atlanta, provides some insurance and special-teams value. 

Up front, everyone is expecting a bounce-back year from defensive end Ezekiel Ansah, 
who saw his sack production fall off dramatically as he battled a high ankle sprain for 
much of last season. If he can return to his Pro Bowl form, then the Lions might have 
enough depth on the line to create some havoc. Last year’s breakout performer, Kerry 
Hyder, who went from the practice squad to team sack leader in 2016, is ready for an 
expanded role, while Cornelius Washington was an efficient pass rusher in a limited role 
in Chicago. Veteran Haloti Ngata still can stuff the run on the interior, and A'Shawn 
Robinson came on strong late in his rookie season. 

‘The secondary is where the most competition will be in training camp, as Quinn & Co. 
have made it clear that jobs are up for grabs. Darius Slay validated a hefty contract exten- 
sion with a Pro Bowl-caliber season. But the rest of the cornerbacks got some company as 
the Lions added former Raiders first-round pick DJ. Hayden and two confident rookies 
in Tez Tabor and Jamal Agnew. Tabor, an instinctive, fluid cover man, should challenge 
holdover Nevin Lawson for time opposite Slay right away, while Agnew’s arrival might be 
bad news for Quandre Diggs, who struggled at nickel back last season. Regardless of who 
starts, the Lions look better equipped to handle the inevitable injuries in the secondary. 
Last year’s collection of backups and street free agents got picked apart down the stretch. 

Free safety Glover Quin remains the Lions’ leader both on and off the field, in part 
because he never leaves it. Quin hasn't missed a game since his rookie season in 2009 and 
was the only defensive player in the NFL to play every snap last season, Tavon Wilson was 
solid in run support last season after coming over from New England, Hard-hitting Miles 
Killebrew, who impressed in third-down situations as a rookie, is a breakout candidate 
who could steal some of Wilson's snaps. 


SPECIALISTS ‘The special-teams units were a big reason why the Lions managed to 
sneak into the playoffs despite the late-season collapse. Matt Prater kicked a career-high 
31 field goals, including 8-of-8 from 50 yards or more, to earn a Pro Bowl nod. Punter 
Sam Martin, who also serves as the holder on kicks, probably deserved a Pro Bowl invita- 
tion himself. He was a Pro Bowl alternate after breaking his own franchise record for net 
punting average (44.2 yards) for the fourth time in his four NFL seasons. 

Quinn's roster-churning work in 2016 helped transform the Lions’ coverage units into 
some of the league’s best. But the return game is a question mark, with last year’s dual re- 
turner, Andre Roberts, signing with the Falcons. Dwayne Washington may be the answer 
on kick returns, while Agnew figures to be in the mix on punt returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS With Caldwell back for a fourth season, the Lions are counting on 
continuity as they try to make back-to-back playoff trips for the first time in more than 
two decades. But they also know that continuity won't last long if they can’t build off last 
‘year’s progress. Stafford appears ready to take this franchise to the next level, but he'll need 
more help from some of the younger playmakers. Caldwell’s staff has shown a knack for 
player development. This season, it’s imperative they show even more. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 193 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
14 Rock, Jake OB 6-3 2081 Michigan Déa-1é ————Dba-Det-16 
49 Staford, Mathew 0B 6-3 206-8 —Georgia Dia-09 §——_Dha-Det-09 
RUNNING BACKS. POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
7 Abdulah, Ameer RB 5-9 2039 2 —Nebraska 02-15 DE Det-16 
46 Burton, Michael. FB 60 2472 Ralgers 065-15 6-Det-16 
39 James, Mike RE 510 2233 Miami Fab 06-18-13 
% Riddick, Theo RE 59 20 4 NotieDame ——Dbb-13.———Dbb-Det-13 
36 Washington, Dwayne RB 6-1 7231 Whshington 07-16 U7-0et-16 
4 Tenner, Zach RB S11 2212 South Dakota St, FA-15 FaDet-15 
10 Abbreders Jared WR 6119 3 Wisconsin Fa? 05-68-14 
49 Backman, Kemard = TE 6-325 2 UAB 06-68-13 
16 Billingsley, Jace WR 59 189 1 Faster Oregon FADet-16 
85 fbn, ic TE 6-4 253-3 ‘Noth Cartna DI-Det-4 
87 Fells, Daren TE 67 1 3 Uline i? FASeael3 
17 Jones Jr, Marvin WR 6:2 WB 5 California FACin-16 —DbsCin-12 
13 Jones, 1) WR 60 190 2 Nove Dame 06-14, Dé-Uet-14 
86 Lee, Kar TE 64 23 2 Bowie State W-Chisté —FasHou-16 
1 Spadol, Ryan WR 6-1 206 4 Lehigh Fa FAN 
15 Tate Golden WR 5-10 197 7 NotweDame —FASea-1A—2-Sea-10 
19 Tua, Andrew WR 6:4 1952 Rulers Fat Facenst6 
89 Wick, Cote TE 66 257 1 IncamnateWord—FA-16 FAcDet-16 
46 Dal, Joe OL 6:4 3051 Washington State 05-16 D5 -Det-16 
8 Decker Taylor T 67 M1 OhioStatle O16 O-Det-6 
40 Glasgow, Graham Gc 6-6 3081 ‘Michigan D316 O3-Det-6 
76 Lang, Td G G4 318 Eastern Michigan FA-GR-17-——_04-GB-09 
77 Lucas, Comnelis T 69 330 3 KansasStale FATA Fait 
79 Robinson Corey T 67 3 2 South Carina 7-16 O7-0et-15 
74 Rother, Matt G 65 2 1 Pitsbugh FAST FAB-15 
(4 Swanson, Travis C5 306 kansas 03-14 D3-Del-14 
63 Thomas, Brandon 6 63 317 3 Clemson TSF16 DSF 
72 Tominon, Laken 6 63 32 2 buke O18 Dy-Det-15 
7 Wagner, Rick GT 66 3104 Wisconsin FacBalt? —DSsBal-13 
94 sah, eked Of 65 75 BU Ota OF-Det-3 
97 Bryan, Amonty OE 6-4 745 4 ‘FastCentrl «= W-Cle-16——Oa-Cle-18 
51 Copeland, Brandon «DE 6-3-2463 2 Pesylvania——_—FA-15 FA Bal 13 
79 Jordan DT 6-1 2-4 PennState ——FAJac-17——09-Sea13 
‘1 Hyder, Keay OE 62 2 1 Tevastech = FAIS FANU-14 
90. Ngata, Halo DT bh 36 Oregon TBa15——D1-Bal 06 
11 Robinson, AShawn = OT sh 320 Alabama 02-16 z-Oet-16 
497 Spence, Akeem OF 61 37k nis FAB OlatB-13 
99 Thornton, Ky DT 6-3 3153 Southern Miss W-NE-15 036-14 
90 Washinglon,Coreios DL 6-4 292-4 Georgia FAChit? —DbsChi-13 
9 Zetel, Anthony DL 64 270 1 PennState ——bb-16 Db. 14 
LINEBACKERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
0 Ambvister, Thurston 1B 63235 2 Mio Welac-16— FasJace15 
43 Bele, Nick 1B 6-1 250 Comal Michigan FASF-17—FALY-T1 
Chubb, Brandon (B61 201 WokeForest FATT FAUAR-G 
58 Longa, Stove (B60 211 Rutgers Fb FAsSea-16 
59 Whitehead, Tair 1B 6-2 5 Temple Oa-12 ‘Dba Det-12 
52 Wiliams, Antwione LB 6-3. 240.1 Georgia Sathern 05-16 D5-Det-16 
6 Wonrow, Paul (B60 20 4 Delaware FacAUIT FAA 
DEFENSIVE BACKS _POS_HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
7 Bademosi Johnson CB 6-0. 7065 ‘Stanford FacCle-16—FCle-12 
28 Barnes, Adsirus CB 5-11 188 1 Louisiana Tech FA-16 FADet-16 
73 Burton, Perce T WS 1 le Miss FA? Fain 
8 22 8 NovfolkState FAT Ob-Cle-09 
433 Carte, Alex i] 1001 Stanford 09-15 08-Det-8 
28 Diggs, Ouandie cB 202 Teas 06-15 Dé-Det-15 
31 Hayden, OJ 8 190 4 Houston FAGak-W7 —DI-Qake13 
36 Killebrew, Miles s M21 Souther Utah 04-16 Dé-0et-16 
1 Lawson, Nevin cB 192 3 UtahState——Ddb-14——db-Det-14 
41 Milligan, Rlan s 201 ‘Toledo Fat? FAal-16 
27 Quin, Giver s 178 NewMericn ——FAou-13—Dta-Hou- 0 
28 Slay, Darius 8 190 4 Mississippi State 02-13 07-0et-13 
45 Washington, Charles 0B 192 1 ‘FresnaState FAB FADet-16 
32 Witsn,Tavon s 125 Minis 1h 
SPECIALISTS POS _HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
42 Landes, Simm Is 61 U5 1 Baylor Dbe-1d Dbe-Det-b 
6 Martin, Sam P 6-1 21 & Appalachian State 056-13 Ob-Det-13 
48 Muhlbac, Don 1S G4 258 13 TexasARM FAO FABa-D4 
5 Prater, Matt K 510 2 10 CF Fath FADet-06 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 15. Golden Tate Kenny Golladay (R} 

WR 11. Marvin Jones Jr. 13. TJ Jones 

LT 68 Taylor Decker 77 Cornelius Lucas 

LG 60 Graham Glasgow 72 Laken Tomlinson 

C64 Travis Swanson 60 Graham Glasgow 

RG 76 TJ. Lang 66 Joe Dahl 

RT 71. Rick Wagner 70 Corey Robinson 

TE 85 Eric Ebron 87 Darren Fells 

QB 9 Matthew Stafford 14 Jake Rudock 

RB 21 Ameer Abdullah 34 Zach Zenner 

RB 25 Theo Riddick 36 Dwayne Washington 
— 

DEFENSE 

DE 61 Kerry Hyder 90 Cornelius Washington 

DT 92 Haloti Ngata 97 Akeem Spence 

DT 91. A'Shawn Robinson 99. Khyri Thornton 

DE 9% Ezekiel Ansah 69 Anthony Zettel 

OLB 59 Tahir Whitehead 55. Paul Worrilow 

MLB Jarrad Davis (R} 43 Nick Bellore 

OLB 52 Antwione Williams Jalen Reeves-Maybin (R} 

CB 23 Darius Slay 31 D.J. Hayden 

CB 24 Nevin Lawson Tez Tabor (R} 

FS 27 Glover Quin 24 Don Carey 

5S 32. Tavon Wilson 35. Miles Killebrew 

SPECIALISTS 


K 5 Matt Prater 
P 6 Sam Martin 


PLAYER 


KR 36 Dwayne Washington 
PR 11 Marvin Jones Jr. 


KEV ADDITIONS Key Losses 

POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
1B___ Nick Bellore San Francisco $ Rafael Bush New Orleans 
TE___ Darren Fells Avizona OT ___Stefan Charles Jacksonville 
CBD.) Hayden Oakland LB DeAndre Levy Free Agent 
06 1. Lang Green Bay OT Riley Reiff Minnesota 
OT___Akeem Spence Tampa Bay ODE Devin Taylor Free Agent 
OT Rick Wagner. Baltimore OT Tyrunn Walker LA. Rams 
DE Cornelius Washington Chicago 0G ___ Larry Warford New Orleans 
1B Paul Worrilow. Atlanta 


SCOUTING THE LIONS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP DETROIT “The Lions reached 9=4 in 
December only to lose their last five games and meekly go out of the 
playoffs at Seattle, ... Matthew Stafford has rare arm strength but is 
finally ‘playing’ the position, ... Running back Theo Riddick topped 

the team with 357 rushing yards, so getting Ameer Abdullah back to 
full health will be important to their offense. ... Tight end Eric Ebron 
caught over 60 passes, so maybe he has turned the corner as a pro. 
Golden Tate and Marvin Jones proved to be dependable targets for 
Stafford and solid free agent signings. ... GM Bob Quinn got good 
mileage out of his rookie linemen, Taylor Decker at left tackle and 
Graham Glasgow at center and left guard. This year, they addressed 
the right side of the offensive line by signing T.J. Lang {Packers} 

and Ricky Wagner [Ravens] during free agency. ... On defense, they 
need a healthy Ziggy Ansah, who hobbled through 13 games with a 
high ankle sprain, .,. Defensive end Kerry Hyder surprised with eight 
sacks as a rotational pass rusher, and they are hoping first-round 
linebacker Jarrad Davis from Florida can shore up that position. He is 
arun-and-hit defender with excellent speed. Tahir Whitehead is not 
well-known, but he plays fast and collected 132 total tackles last sea~ 
son. ... Cornerback Darius Slay is a talented cover man, but they are 
taking a flyer on D.J. Hayden [Raiders], who has only had one healthy 
season in four years. ... Strong safety Tavon Wilson followed Quinn to 
Detroit and impressed with 89 tackles alongside Glover Quin, who has 
started 16 games for seven seasons in a row.” 


ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


Hyder: Scott Grau/Icon Sportswire via Getty Images 


Davis: Tom DiPace: 


PROUD PAPA Matthew Stafford’s offseason 
was a bit more hectic this year, and for good 
reason. His wife, Kelly, gave birth to twin 
daughters Chandler and Sawyer on March 
31. “It has been life-changing, obviously,” 
he says. “Your world revolves around them, 
but it’s fun. Everybody tells you about it — 
what to expect, this and that — but you have 
to experience it for yourself.” And with the 
injured finger on his throwing hand fully 
healed, he's getting plenty of experience 
changing diapers this spring. “They don't 
really talk back and tell me I'm bad at it,” he 
says. “Not yet, at least.” 

PUNCHING THE CLOCK T.J. Lang made 

a name for himself playing the first eight 
years of his career in Green Bay. But he's ex- 
cited to make a full-time home again in his 
native Michigan after signing a three-year, 
$28.5 million contract with the Lions in free 
agency. But even Lang, a 2009 fourth-round 
pick out of Eastern Michigan, was a bit 
overwhelmed by the fans’ response to his 
signing this spring. "I had to remind people 
that, you know, I'm a guard,” he laughs. “I'm 
not a receiver. I'm not a defensive end. I'm 

a lineman. We're the typical, blue-collar, 
lunch-pail guys, and I'm not going to make 
a play on Sunday that's gonna be the differ- 
ence in the game.” 

HELLO, BRAD Quarterback Brad Kaaya, 

a rookie sixth-round pick out of Miami, 

is coming home, too. His mother, former 
actress Angela Kaaya Means, is a Michigan 


LIONS IN THE DRAFT 


COLLEGE 


1. Jarrad Davis 6-1 238 

2. _Teez Tabor cB 6-0 199 

3._Kenny Golladay WR 6-4 218 Northern Illinois 
4. Jalen Reeves-Maybin LB 6-0 230 Tennessee 
4. Michael Roberts TE 6-4 270 Toledo 
5. Jamal Agnew CB 5-10 185 San Diego 
6. Jeremiah Ledbetter ___ DE 6-3 280 Arkansas 
6. Brad Kaaya QB 6-4 214 Miami 
7._Pat O'Connor. DE 6-4 270 Eastern Michigan 


Jarrad Davis, a three-down linebacker with tremendous leadership skills, filled 
a pressing need after the release of veteran DeAndre Levy. Teez Tabor’s slow 
40 times hurt his draft stock, but the Lions love his ball-hawk instincts. Kenny 
Golladay faces a steep learning curve, but he'll bring some much-needed size 
asa No.3 receiver. Jalen Reeves-Maybin excelled as a special-teams ace at Ten- 
nessee, but he projects as an eventual starter on the weak side. Michael Roberts 
won't supplant starter Eric Ebron yet, but his size and hands make him an ideal 
red-zone target. Jamal Agnew, one of the fastest cornerbacks in the draft, also 
brings punt return ability. Jeremiah Ledbetter, who'll start working at defensive 
tackle, may need to add some weight. Brad Kaaya follows last year’s sixth-round 
pick Jake Rudock in a developmental role. Pat O'Connor is an athletic defensive 
end who might find a practice-squad home. 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


native, and they often visited family in the 
area. His mother also is something of a 
movie icon, playing a bit role as a neigh- 
borhood addict, Felisha, in the cult-classic 
comedy “Friday.” The most popular scene 
ends as Ice Cube famously dismisses her 
with the line, “Bye, Felisha.” 


NEW LOOK The Lions’ new Nike Vapor Un- 
touchable uniforms feature the team’s first 
redesign since 2009, eliminating black from 
their color scheme, bringing back throwback 
uniforms and adding “Color Rush” alter- 
nates — with steel gray jerseys and pants 

— for the first time. Team president Rod 
Wood says he hopes to use all four jerseys 
this season. 


FORD FIELD FACELIFT Ford Field, the 
Lions’ downtown Detroit home since 2002, 
is getting a $100 million upgrade, including 
a completely renovated suite level and new 
152-foot wide video boards above each end 
zone. 


DR. Z Teammates call running back Zach 
Zenner “Doc” in the locker room. And away 
from the field, that’s what he aspires to be. 
Zenner, who graduated with a degree in 
biology from South Dakota State, plans to 
pursue a career in medicine when he’s done 
playing pro football. He spent the 2016 off- 
season doing lab work in the hypertension 
and vascular research division at Henry Ford 
Hospital in Detroit and worked on ultra- 
sounds of rats’ arteries at Veterans Affairs 
Hospital this past offseason 


The Lions allowed 67.9 percent of 
their opponent's red-zone pos 
sessions to lead to touchdowns, 
the third-highest percentage in 
the NFL. 


The Lions finished first in the 
NFL with 6.66 plays per drive and 
QW 3:0 time of possession per drive. 


Detroit finished last in the NFL 
by allowing opposing offenses an 
average of 3:06 time of posses- 
sion per drive 


KERRY HYDER 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM = 195 


GREEN BAY AT eS 


— 
© PACKERS 


| n the wake of a 4-21 blowout loss to Atlanta in the NFC Championship Game— the _gygryveconMITTE/BOARDOF DIRECTORS 


second time in three years his team had come up one game shy of a return trip to the _pREsmeNt/cE: Mark Murphy 
Super Bowl — Aaron Rodgers issued a not-so-subtle public plea. EXECUTIVE VP/GENERAL MANAGER/DIRECTOR OF 
“I don't think we need to rebuild. We need to reload,” the Green Bay Packers quar~ _jBALLOPERATIONS: Ted Thompson 
terback said that evening in the Georgia Dome. “We've just got to make sure we're going §TAQWUM: Lambeau Field [81,435] 
all-in every year to win.” SURFACE: Kentucky bluegrass reinforced 
While Rodgers chose his words carefully, comedic actor Keegan-Michael Key's “Anger with Desso GraseMaster 
Translator” character needed just one word at the NFL Honors awards show a few weeks WEBSITE: www-packers.com 
later, TICKETS: 1-920-569-7501 
HELP! TRAINING CAMP: St. Norbert College 
Did an offseason that saw general manager Ted Thompson take an uncharacteristic dive [De Pere, Wisc) 
into the deep end of the free-agent signing pool and the arrival ofa 10-player draft class arg 
designed to fill specific roster holes constitute getting the two-time NFL MVP quarterback 
help? Rodgers wouldn't say. But he struck a hopeful chord when the team returned to work HEAD COACH: Mike McCarthy 
for the offseason program, knowing that at age 33 — and with designs on playing into his _RECORD WITHTEAM: 114~61-1 
40s — it’s time to bring another NFL championship to Titletown. CAREER RECORD: 114-61-1 
“We're going to wait and see how everybody looks moving forward, but I like the pieces _DFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Edgar Bennett 
we've put in,” Rodgers says. “I like our squad. It’s just going to be about building that co- __DEFENSIVECOORDINATOR: Dom Capers 
hesion and chemistry in the locker room and on the field. We've got to make some leaps SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Ron Zook 
and bounds this offseason and obviously into training camp, but I feel like we're going to be __ASSOCIATEHEAD COACH/LINEBACKERS: 
really tough to stop on offense.” aos 
With Rodgers at the controls, that's usually the case, and with the free-agent arrivals of __DUARTERBACKS: Alex Van Pelt 
tight ends Martellus Bennett and Lance Kendricks, Packers coach Mike McCarthy RUNING BACKS: Ben Sirmans 
the offseason in his mad-scientist lab concocting new formations to reinvigorate the passing __ MIDERECEWVERS: Luke Getsy 
game. But it's the defense that'll need to pull its weight, and Thompson's decision to use his _ISHTENDS: Brian Angetichio 
first four draft picks on that side of the ball showed what a priority itis. Peeene Ne James Campan 
“T think we have a chance to be a better overall football team, and that’s really the goal _DEFENSWVELINE: Mike Trgavac 
each and every year,” McCarthy replied when asked after the draft if the defense was better, _CORNERBACKS: Joe Whitt, Jr 
“The goal is to ... be two wins better than we were last year.” SHETES:DarrenPerry 


OFFENSE As Rodgers goes, so go the Packers. When he was less than stellar to start last. FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 
season, the offense sputtered and suddenly critics began whispering about his magic being 
gone. Then he uttered his “run the table” remark, the Packers won their final six regular-sea~ 
son games and a pair of playoff games, and all was right with the world as Rodgers finished 
the season on perhaps the best run of his career, In the final seven regular-season games (six 
wins, one loss), he completed 69.7 percent of his passes with 18 touchdowns and no inter- 
ceptions (120.0 rating) — reminding everyone that he’s one of the game's best. 


“The free-agent additions of Bennett and Kendricks, combined with holdover Richard 
Rodgers, will create intriguing wrinkles to an 
offense that still has Jordy Nelson, Randall 
Cobb and the emerging Davante Adams at HEQULE 2016 NFL RANKINGS 
wide receiver. The passing game will have 2016 | Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
to be its high-flying self, however, given the Opponent Time |Record} Offense Defense | Offense | Defense 
unproven situation at running back, where Seattle 4:25 0-5-1 | 367.2 (12)] 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (18t)] 18.3. (3) 
two-time 1,100-yard rusher Eddie Lacy left at Atlanta 8:30] 11-5] 4158 (2)| 371.2 (25) }33.8 {1} | 25.4 (27) 
eaiiren agency after last year’s season-end- Cincinnati 4:25 | 6-9-1 | 356.9 (13)} 350.8 (17) | 20.3 (24) | 19.7 (8) 
ing ankle injury. Converted wide receiver Ty Chicago (Thu.} 8:25 | 3-13 | 356.5 (15)| 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24) 
Montgomery e thei stacier bat with three at Dallas 4:25} 13-3] 376.7 (5)} 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5)] 19.1 (5) 

By acct ernment ee aM ira a at Minnesota 1:00] 8-8] 315.1 (28)] 314.9 (3) | 20. (23)| 19.2 (6) 

toners nection er ed New Orleans 1:00] 7-9] 426.0 (1)| 375.4 [271] 293 (2)| 28.4 (31) 

‘The ongoing debate when it comes to the ¥ 
Packers’ offense is whether McCarthy truly 6 Detroit (Mon) 8:30] 9-7} 338.8 (21)| 3548 (18) | 21.6 [201] 224 [131] 
wants an authentic running game to pair , 12_at Chicago 1:00 | 3-13 | 356.5 (15)] 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24)] 5 
with his otherworldly quarterback. While 19 Baltimore 1:00 8-8] 347.7 (17]] 3221 (7)] 21.4 (21)| 201 (9]| = 
Rodgers surely can carry this team, as he did , 26 at Pittsburgh 8:30] 11-5] 372.6 (7]] 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (101) | 204 (10)] 
down the stretch last year, the group was at . 3 Tampa Bay 1:00} 9-7) 346.4 (18)] 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (18) | 23.1 (15]] & 
its best during his second MVP-winning 10 at Cleveland 1:00} 1-15] 317.0 (30)| 392.4 (31) | 165 (31) | 283 (30)] = 
season in 2014 when a robust ground game 17 at Carolina 1:00 6-10 | 343.7 (191) 359.8 (211 | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) = 
led by Lacy forced defenses to pick their poi- SMM 8:30) 8-8 | 315.1 (26)] 314.9 (3) | 204 (23)| 19.2 (6)| 2 
son and lightened Rodgers’ load. With more . 31 at Detroit 1:00| 9-7 | 338.8 (211 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (131| = 
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4) 


wc apoio: 


0B AARON RODGERS 


at Minnesota 
Detroit 

NY. Giants 
Dallas 
Chicago 

at Atlanta 
Indianapolis 
at Tennessee 
at Washington 


Houston 
Seattle 
at Chicago 
Minnesota 
at Detroit 


NLY, Giants 
at Dallas 
at Atlanta 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS _1D_INT 


‘Aaron Rodgers O10 
RUSHING ATL 
Ty Montgomery 
‘Aaron Rodgers 


Eddie Lacy 
RECEIVING 


Jordy Netson 
Davante Adams 
Randall Cobb 

Ty Montgomery 
Jared Cook 
Richard Rodgers 


KICKING: Mason Crosby, 26-30 FGs, 44-47 PAT, 122 points 
Jake Ryan, 82 


TACKLES: Morgan Burnett, 


at Jacksonville 


at Philadelphia 


21-23 
14-17 
34-27 
23-16 
16-30 
26-10 
92-33 
26-31 
25-47 
24-42. 
2-13 
2-13 
36-10 
30-27 
38-25 
31-24 


36-13 
34-31 
2-4 


40) 4,428 40 7 


Yos 


NG 


SACKS: Nick Perry, 1.0; Julius Peppers, 7.5 


INTERCEPTIONS: Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, 5; Two players tied 


with 3 

Team Offense Stat 
Total 368.8 
Rushing 106.3 
Passing 104 
Scoring 7.0 
Third Down % 467 
Punt Returns 90 
Kick Returns 197 
Team Defense Stat 
Total 363.9 
Rushing 947 
Passing 269.2 
Scoring 6.2 
Interceptions WV 
Sacks 40 


Turnover Differential +8 


NFLRank NFC Rank 
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vil 10 
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two-tight-end sets c1 
of the rookies imilar production in the run game. 

kers lost guard T.J. Lang in free agency but landed former All-Pro Jahri Evans, 
ckers from having to start a rookie — or other unproven play' 
— at right guard. The strength of the group is at tackle, where David Bakhtiari and Bryan 
Bulaga are coming off their best seasons and might be the league's best twosome. Center 
Corey Linsley, in a contract year, has Pro Bow! ability. 


DEFENSE When they won Super Bowl XLV in 2010, the Packers had a top-five unit 
in both scoring defense and total defense. They haven't ranked that high in eith 
since, and last year’s group was the second worst in the league against the p 
Randall and Quinten Rollins, the team's top two draft picks in 2015, dealt with injuries 
and inconsistent play last season, and the that spending their top two picks 
on defensive ba in — Washington cornerback Kevin King and NC State safety Josh 
Jones — will make up for the release of No. 1 cornerback Sam Shields (concussions) and 
the free-agent departure of Micah Hyde. The Falcons exploited the Packers’ secondary, and 
another promising season will be undone without significant improvement on the back end, 

McCarthy and his staff preach the importance of | aking first- to second= and 
second- to third-year jumps, and that'll alwa with their draft-and-develop 
methodology for 1 ¢ i s that Randall and 
Rollins, after coming on late as rookies in 2015, regressed. How much injuries factored 
into their struggles is hard to say, but they'll have to rebound — even if King and Jor 
instant contributors, 

McCarthy has vowed to move his one-time defensive star, Clay Matthews, around his 
defense, rather than lining him up excl outside, Matthews’ move inside in 2014 sta~ 
bilized the defense that year, and he'll be spending time inside again this season, For it to 
work, though, the Packers will need $60 million man Nick Perry, the team leader (11) 
season, to prove to be more than a one-year wonder and for Jayrone Elliott and Kyler 
I to elevate their games. 


Up front, Mike Ds 


niels remains the anchor, but he needs help. ‘The hope is that free- 
agent pickup Ricky Jean Francois and last year’s first-round pick, Kenny Clark, provide it, 
In the back end, safety Ha Ha Clinton-Dix went to the first of what figure to be many Pro 
Bowls. A chance meeting at the Hall of Fame game with Packers legend Charles Woodson 
inspired Clinton-Dix to be more like the man who wore No. 21 before him, and he’s well 
on his way to being the team’s defensive leader, 


SPECIALISTS Veteran kicker Mason Crosby has put together four straight excellent sea~ 
sons after his inexplicably bad season in 2012, and his clutch kicks at the end of the team’s 
playoff win at Dallas were yet another reminder of his elite status. The punting situation 
didn’t significantly improve when Jacob Schum replaced Tim Masthay last year, and the 
Packers’ return game remains largely a non-factor. Losing Hyde was a blow there, but get- 
ting Cobb involved in the return game could be a game changer. 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘Two NFC title game berths in three years have not been enough to 
placate the team’s passionate and demanding fan base, nor have eight consecutive playoff 
appearances. McCarthy is fond of pointing out that coaches and players are measured solely 
based on championships, and as 2010 recedes further into the rearview mirror, NFC North 
titles are insufficient. No one is on the hot seat per se, but only six players remain on the 
roster from the last title team, and while the 33-year-old Rodgers claims he can play another 
decade, the clock is ticking. 
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Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


2017 \ETERAN PACKERS ROSTE 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 


6 Caltahan, Joe OB 61 26 1 Wesley FATE FA-GB-16 
7 Hundley, Brett B® 63 m% 2 OA 15-15 15-6845 
12 Rodgers, Aaron B62 MS 12 California 0-6 01-68-05 
RUNNING BACKS. POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
40 Kerrie, Joe FB 60 265 1 Michigan Fas FaMias-16 
88 Montgomery. Ty RR G&D 716 2 Stand 15 03-68-15 
72. Rphowski, Aaron FB 61 246 «2 ‘Oaboms = DbaS a 68-15 
17 Adams, Davante WR 6&1 215 3 FresnoState = DL-14 02-68-14 
81 Alison, Gerona WR 63° 2021 Minas Fl FAGB-16 
80 Bennett Mateus «= TE «6 2759 TexasARM = FANE-I7«—DZ-Dal-08 
18 Cobb, Randal WR 510 192 & Kentucky wi 0-68-11 
11 Davis, Trevor WR 6-1 188) =1 California 6-16 5-68-16 
19 Godley, Antwan WR 51D 2121 Baylor Fal Faal-15 
83 Janis, Jeff 63 219 3 Saginaw Valley St. 07-16 07-68-14 
1 Kendricks, Lance TE 63 20 6 Wisconsin a O2LAR-11 
13 Meaty, Max WR 62 20 1 Duke Fab FaDak16 
A7 Nelson, Jordy WR 63 217 9 KansesState Ola Za 68-08 
82 Rodgers Richard TE 64 @T 3 Califia Oab-14 02-68-14 
5 Sanland, Beau TE 65 22 1 MontanaState  FALT6 Ur-Lar-é 
89 Bakhtiar, David T 64 310 4 Colorado Diot3 Die 68-13 
87 Barclay, Dan WG 64 35 5 WestVijnia FAIZ FAGB-I2 
7 Bulag, ryan 1 65 36 7 bona D-10 0-68-10 
73 Bran, Jah G 64 318 11 Bloomsbury = FANO-I7.——_—D4-NO-06 
57 Flores, Jacob C 63 300 1 Dartmouth «= FAL FAGB-16 
3 Linsley, Corey C 63 M3 OhinState Wielka 68-14 
68 Marply. Kye T 66 36 1 Stanford 06-16 06-68-16 
62 Patrick, Lucas. 6 63 313 1 Duke Fats FA6B-16 
78 Spriggs as00 T 66 3) 1 Indiana m-16 02-68-16 
65. Taylor, Lane. G 63 326 &  OkahomaState FA-I3 FA-GB-13 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
97 Clatk, Kenny ot 63 3 1 (UCLA Dib 01-68-16 
74 Datel, Mike OE 60 31 5 wa Dis2 he 68-12 
98 Guion, Leroy OT 6-4 322 9 Florida State FA-Min-16—Db-Min-08 
95 Jean Francois Ricky «DE «313 BASU Factes-17 07-55-09 
94 Lowy, Dean DE 6-6 2% «1 Northvestem = Dkb-16——_M-6B-16 
96 Price, Bran DT 63 318 1 USA FA FA68-16 
99 Ringo, Christian TT G1 298 1 Wtafayetle —D6b-15———KH-OB-IS 
LINEBACKERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
91 Eliot, Jayone 1B 6&3 25 3 Toledo Fa FAGB-14 
51 Fackrell, Kyler 1B 65 «265 «1 (Utah State 03-16 03-68-16 
93 Gilbert, Reggie 1B 63 26) 1 Arizona Fb FA-GB-16 
5 Martine, Blake BW 62 27 1 Stanford Dia-té ——_Dha-68-16 
49 Mathews, Derick 1B 6-0 221 Houston Fa FaWas-15 
52 Matthews, Clay B63 mH 8 USC Deo = ib-6B-07 
59 Per, Nick B62 WS 5 US D2 01-68-12 
47 Ryan, lake (8 62 20 2 Michigan 04-15 0-68-15 
48 Thomas, Joe (8 61 227 2 SouthCaroina St. PS-Da-15 — FALGB-A 
58 Ti, Jordan 1B 63 2k 3 Montana Fats Dials 
29 Bice, Kentel S511 200 1 lovisanaTech ATG FA-16 
42 Burett, Morgan S 61 29 7 Geomjatech 03-10 03-68-10 
7) Clinton-Di HaHa «= S108 3) Alabama D4 01-68-46 
% Frans, Marwin S 511 2 1 UtehState = FAG FA6B-16 
39 Goodson, Demet (BOB 17 3 Baylor Ob 06-68-14 
36 Gunter, Ladaris 62 M2 Miami Fats F685 
18 Hawkins, Josh CB 5-10 18 «1 FastCamlng © FAL FAGB-16 
31 House, Dan (B60 200 6 © NewMesicn State FAclac-17 04-68-11 
73 Randal, Damarious «= CB 5-11 1962 Atona State DI-I5 01-68-15, 
24 Rolns, uiten (BOB 19 «2 Miami(OH) 02-15 02-68-15 
16 Waters, Hes Ch 60 1881 Miami FA FAGB-16 
36 Whitehead. Jermaine S511 1951 Auburn Fas FASF-S 
SPECIALISTS POS HT WT _EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
7 Groby, Mason K 61 WW Colorado Oée-07 Déc-68-07 
72 Pepper. Tayo Is 6-4 245 1 MichiganState M17 1468-17 
10 Schum, Jacob P 5-10 21 2 Buffalo WHB-16 FACle-13 


PLAYER MOVEMENT batiessten 

POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
Kev ADDIiONS ©) TE__Jared Cook Oakland 
POS. PLAYER ZOI6TEAM S___ Micah Hyde Bulfalo 
TE Martellus Bennett New England OLB Datone Jones Minnesota 
0G Jahr Evans New Orleans RB Edie Lacy Seattle 
(B___Davon House Jacksonville 0G TJ. Lang Detroit 
DT Ricky Jean Francois Washington OLB Julius Peppers Carolina 
TE Lance Kendricks LALRams CJC Teter Cleveland 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 87 Jordy Nelson 17 Davante Adams 
WR 18 Randall Cobb 81 Geronimo Allison 
LT 69 David Bakhtiari 78. Jason Spriggs 
LG 65 Lane Taylor 62 Lucas Patrick 

C 63 Corey Linsley 57 Jacob Flores 

RG 73. Jahri Evans 67 Don Barclay 

RT 75 Bryan Bulaga 68 Kyle Murphy 

TE 80 Martellus Bennett 82 Richard Rodgers 
QB 12 Aaron Rodgers 7 Brett Hundley 
FB 22 Aaron Ripkowski 40. Joe Kerridge 

RB 88 Ty Montgomery 30. Jamaal Williams [R] 
DEFENSE 

DE 95 RickyJean Francois 94 Dean Lowry 

NT 97. Kenny Clark 98 Letray Guion 

DE 76 Mike Daniels 90 Montravius Adams (R] 
OLB 52 Clay Matthews 45 Vince Biegel (R] 
ILB. 47 Jake Ryan 49 Derrick Matthews 
ILB- 50 Blake Martinez 48 Joe Thomas 
OLB 53 Nick Perry 91 Jayrone Elliott 
CB 20 Kevin King [R) 24 Quinten Rollins 
CB 23. Damarious Randall 31 Davon House 

SS 42. Morgan Burnett 27 Josh Jones [R} 
F521 HaHa Clinton-Dix 29 Kentrell Brice 
SPECIALISTS 

K 2. Mason Crosby KR 83 Jeff Janis 

P 10 Jake Schum PR 18 Randall Cobb 


SCOUTING THE PACKERS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP GREEN BAY “Aaron Rodgers was 
simply stunning last year. He makes it look easy in gliding from 

the pocket and making throws on the move. As long as he is on the 
field, they are clearly the class of the NFC North. ... Ty Montgomery 
converted from receiver to running back, but even going back to 

his days at Stanford, he had a running back build and was always a 
physical returner. | think BYU's Jamaal Williams will have a great 
chance to contribute as a rookie. He is an instinctive runner between 
the tackles. ... When talks with tight end Jared Cook broke down, 
GM Ted Thompson signed Martellus Bennett from the Patriots. ... 
Jordy Nelson returned to form. He was really good. Davante Adams 
responded with 75 receptions. That's two really nice targets for 
Rodgers. ... The line is anchored quietly by two underrated players, 
left tackle David Bakhtiari and center Corey Linsley, but T.J. Lang 
and JC Tretter left in free agency. ... Defensive end Mike Daniels 

is undervalued outside their building, but internally, they have 

high regard for him. ... Outside linebacker Nick Perry played in 14 
games and had 11 sacks. ... Jake Ryan and Blake Martinez are only 
adequate at the inside linebacker posts. ... At the corner spots, they 
signed Davon House [Jaguars] and drafted Kevin King from Wash- 
ington in the second round, so they really want to push Damarious 
Randall, Quinten Rollins and LaDarius Gunter... Morgan Burnett 
and Ha Ha Clinton-Dix make for a nice combination of safeties. .. 
It's almost automatic to assume this team makes the playoffs. But 
unless injuries hit, anything less than the NFC Championship would 
be a disappointment.” 
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BY THE NUMBERS Receiver-turned-run- 
ning back Ty Montgomery did his offseason 
research and uncovered an NFL rule that 
allows a skill-position player to keep his 
jersey number even if he moves to another 
position where that number is out of place. 
So Montgomery will keep wearing No. 88, 
even though he's officially a halfback now — 
a job coach Mike McCarthy believes he can 
handle. “I think Ty definitely has that ability,” 
McCarthy says. “[But] it's very demanding. 
Obviously. It's a very heavy-lifting position, 
so availability will be Ty's No. 1 statistic,” 
DIET AND EXERCISE Aaron Rodgers joked 
on Twitter — or maybe he meant it — on the 
12-year anniversary of the Packers drafting 
him that he'd like to play another 12 years. 
That'd put him at 44 upon retirement, and 
inspired by his pal Tom Brady, he might give 
ita shot because of changes he’s made in his 
workouts and diet. “Tom takes really, really 
good care of his body and has for a long time, 
and he understands what it takes to get that 
longevity,” Rodgers says. “It seems like, the 
alder he's gotten the more athletic he's got- 
ten. ... When you get older and you've started 
a of games and a lot of football and taken a 
lot of hits, for me, | just feel better when I'm 
eating a more plant-based, natural diet — 
stuff that's grown in the ground.” 


BELIEVE IT, OR NOT? Rodgers admitted 
that his “run the table” remark after four 
straight losses last season was intended to 
pump up his teammates’ confidence as much 


200 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


THE 


DRAFT 


RD PLAYER Pr COLLEGE 

Kevin King cB 200 Washington 
2._ Josh Jones aa NC State 
3._MontraviusAdams DT 6-4 305 Auburn 
4. Vince Biegel [Bo 26:3) 266 Wisconsin 
4. Jamaal Williams RB 6-0 213 BYU 
5._ DeAngelo Yancey WR 6-1 220 Purdue 
5._Aaron Jones RB 5-9 208 UTEP 
6._Kofi Amichia 6 63 304 South Florida 
7._DevanteMays—s=RB_ «5-10 230 __ Utah State 
7._ Malachi Dupre WR 6-2 196 LSU 


as anything. But it showed his leadership, 
and the six-game winning streak to end the 
regular season provided validation, “Maybe 
not necessarily when | said it, was | 100 
percent certain we could do it, but | did feel 
that we needed kind of a jolt of confidence 
and a challenge,” Rodgers says. “I've always 
enjoyed meeting and exceeding challenges, 
and for me it was not only a confidence boost 
not only for the squad but hopefully a jolt for 
myself, that | need to start playing my best 
every week. And if | did that and guys believed 
in each other and played their best, we were 
going to start turning this thing around. And 
sure enough, it happened.” 


A DIFFERENT CAT The addition of Martellus 
Bennett will make for an interesting locker 
room dynamic, as his outspoken nature and 
effervescent personality will be different 
than the buttoned-up culture that most are 
accustomed to. “He came in, and | think he 
surprised a few people,” McCarthy says. 

“| judge people by my own interaction. 
Everybody has a reputation. He's got a very 
creative, big personality. | think it’s import- 
ant for your program that you have to have 
boundaries, but you can make sure they're 
wide enough to fit in all the personalities, 
particularly with the skill sets these individ- 
uals have. So | embrace it. | think it's going 
to be good for our locker room. | think our 
media guys are really looking forward to it. 

I think it's going to give them more to write 
about and juice it up a little bit.” 
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It had been a long time since the Packers went into a draft week with so many 
needs on the roster, but by the end of the three-day draft, GM Ted Thompson 
had filled most of the existing holes he had — starting with trading back out of 
the first round to add an additional fourth-round pick. Signing six-time Pro Bowl 
guard Jahri Evans before the draft allowed him to focus on other positions and 
not reach for a guard ina thin offensive line class, and by picking Kevin King and 
Josh Jones with his first two selections, Thompson bolstered the weakest area 
of the roster. That bonus pick turned out to be Vince Biegel, who fills a vital need 
for an edge pass rusher. After four straight defensive picks, Thompson went to 
the offense and added three running backs — a position of blatant need where 
the projected starter is converted wide receiver Ty Montgomery. 


NUMBERS TO KN 


The Green Bay defense had tack- 
les broken on just 5 percent of 
defensive snaps, the third-lowest 
rate in the NFL. 


Just 49 percent of runs by the 
Packers on third-and-short, 
fourth-and-short, and goal- 
to-go achieved a first down or 
touchdown, the third-lowest rate 
in the league. 


The Green Bay offense averaged 
6.3 yards per play on play-ac- 
tion passes, third worst in the 
league, despite employing Aaron 
Rodgers, 


HAHA CLINTON-DIX 


King: Craig Mitchelldyer; Clinton-Dix: Harrison McClary 


MINNESOTA 


VIKINGS 


or the first time since 2006, the Vikings head into a season without Adrian Peterson 
as the face of their franchise and the engine that drives their offense. Considering 
that Peterson is 32 and averaged 1.9 yards per carry while missing 13 games a year 
ago, well, they were better off starting anew. After releasing Peterson, general manag- 
er Rick Spielman went to work restocking an offense that ranked 28th in the NFL during 
an injury-ravaged 2016 season that saw the Vikings lose eight of their last 11 games to miss 
the playoffs for the second time in coach Mike Zimmer's three seasons. 

Spielman gave $100 million to three prized offensive free agents — running back Latavi- 
us Murray and tackles Riley Reiff and Mike Remmers — and used his top two draft picks 
on Florida State running back Dalvin Cook and Ohio State center Pat Elfiein. Spielman 
signed only one defensive free agent and didn't draft a defender until the fourth round, but 
the defensive-minded Zimmer was fine with that, saying, “I just want to win. And it's very 
obvious that we need to improve offensively.” 


OFFENSE After nine weeks of coordinating a hybrid offense on the fly after Norv Turn- 
er’s surprising resignation last November, Pat Shurmur has an entire offseason to install 
his own attack. He runs a West Coast system with a heavy dose of the shotgun looks that 
quarterbacks Sam Bradford and Teddy Bridgewater prefer but Peterson struggled with. 

‘At quarterback, Bradford is the undisputed starter in part because the Vikings believe 
Bridgewater will miss a second straight full season as he works his way back from the 
career-threatening knee injury suffered last August. Bradford was exceptional last season, 
arriving eight days before the regular season and setting an NFL record for completion per- 
centage (71.6) while throwing only five interceptions. He was durable, quick-minded, smart 
with the football and steady in spite of losing Peterson in Week 2, both starting tackles by 
Week 6 and Turner heading into Week 8. 

‘The key to the season is the offensive line. Again. A year after using 12 linemen, including 
five left tackles, the Vikings will start three new faces up front. Reiff and Remmers aren't 
elite, but they're young, durable and the best the Vikings could find with free agency and 
the draft so thin at tackle. Reiff was cast aside in Detroit for an upgrade and is moving from 
his more natural right tackle spot to left tackle. Elflein has some limitations athletically, but 
the third-rounder is strong and physical enough to start from Day 1 at center or right guard. 

Murray and Cook improve the league's worst running attack instantly. Murray is a big 
back who can pass protect and make people forget last year’s repeated failures in short-yard- 
age situations. Cook is a three-down back with first-round talent who fell into the second 
round. He needs polish in pass protection and ball security, but he’s a home run threat. 

Shurmur is a pass-oriented coach but has worked to change the team’s run-blocking 
schemes to include more outside zone plays that could benefit Murray and Cook. Zimmer is 
determined to run the ball to control the game and prevent a repeat of the plethora of three- 
and-outs that caused his defense to wear out 


NFC NORTH FORECAST 


ORGANIZATION 


COWNER/CHAIRMAN: Zygi Wil 

EXECUTIVE VP OF FOOTBALL OPERATIONS: 

Rob Brzezinski 

GENERAL MANAGER: Rick Spielman 

STADIUM: U.S. Bank Stadium (66,665) 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Pat Shurmur 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: George Edwards 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Mike Priefer 
(QUARTERBACKS: Kevin Stefanski 
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down the stretch last season. 


2077 SCHEDULE 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


At receiver, the Vikings have two over- 
achievers as starters in Stefon Diggs and ee 
Adam Thielen. Neither has the size of a typ- EEN ARE ESET 13 
ical No. 1 receiver, so it’s time for the un- ey ereonesticg 1-5 
derachiever in the room — 2016 first-round Yan eee 9-7 
draft pick Laquon Treadwell — to bounce Detroit 9-7 
back after an injury-marred season saw him at Chicago [Mon.} 3-13 
start only one game and catch one pass. 5 Green Bay 10-6 
DEFENSE ‘The defense can be dominant, patinee ae 
as it was while racking up 12 takeaways st 
during the 5-O start last year. Zimmer uses SWS aoe 
44-3 base but plays sub packages more than areeres iz 
60 percent of the time. His signature Double at Detroit (Thu.] 9-7 
‘A-gap look puts offenses on the defensive OM Lanes ns 
because of all the different things the young at Carolina 6-10 
playmakers can do out of that look. Cincinnati 6-9-1 

A defense that ranked third in the NFL at Green Bay [Sat.) 10-6 
last year could be even better if 3-technique Chicago 3-13 


Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
Offense Defense Offense | Defense 
426.0 (11| 375.4 (27) | 29.3 (2) | 284 (31) 
372.6 (7\| 342.6 (12) | 24.9 (10) | 20.4 (10) 
346.4 (18)| 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (18t) | 23.1 (15) 
338.8 (21]| 354.8 {18} | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
356.5 [15]| 346.8 [15] | 17.4 (28t] | 24.9 (24) 
368.8 (8}| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
347.7 (17)| 322.1 (7) | 21.4 (21) | 20.119) 
311.0 (30}| 392.4 (31) | 16.5 (31) | 28.3 (30) 
403.4 (3}| 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 
262.7 (32)| 337.0 (9) | 14.0 (32) | 26.6 (23) 
338.8 (21)| 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
415.8 (2)| 371.2 (25) | 33.8 (1) | 25.4 (27) 
343.7 (19)| 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
356.9 (13]| 350.8 17] | 20.3 24) | 19.7 (8) 
368.8 (8}| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
356.5 (15}| 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24) 
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Bradford: AP; Smith: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


at Tennessee 
Green Bay 

at Carolina 
NY. Giants 
Houston 

at Philadelphia 
at Chicago 
Detroit (ot) 

at Washington 
Arizona 

at Detroit 
Dallas 

at Jacksonville 
Indianapolis 
at Green Bay 
Chicago 


PASSING 
Sam Bradford 
RUSHING 


Jerick McKinnon 
Matt Asiata 


Ale Rudolph 
Adam Thielen 


Jerick McKinnon 
Matt Asiata 


5-16 
1-14 
20 
26-10 
3-13 
10-21 
10-20 
16-22 
20-26 
30-24 
13-16 
16-17 
25-16 

6-34 
25-38, 
38-10 


KICKING: Kai Forbath, 15-15 FGs, 11-14 PAT, 56 points 
TACKLES: Eric Kendricks, 109; Harrison Smith, 91 
SACKS: Danielle Hunter, 12.5; Everson Griffen, 8.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Xavier Rhodes, 6; Trae Waynes, 3 


Team Offense Stat 
Total 316.1 
Rushing ie 
Passing 239.8 
Scoring 204 


Third Down% 38.0 
Punt Returns a 


Kick Returns 27.38 
NFL Rank NFC Rank 


Team Defense Stat 
Total 3469 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 
Interceptions 
Sacks _ ae A 
Turnover Differential +11 


NFLRank NFC Rank 


HARRISON SMITH 


tackle Sharrif Floyd is able to bounce back from nerve damage in his knee. He missed 15 
games last year and isn’t being counted on to return this year. The Vikings signed former 
Packers first-round draft pick Datone Jones, an end who the Vikings believe is better 
suited to play the penetrating 3-technique spot. Spielman also made Iowa tackle Jalee! 
Johnson the team’s first defender drafted, The fourth-rounder had 7.5 sacks a year ago 
and is stout enough to also hold the point of attack on the nose. 

The line is the team’s strength. Right end Everson Griffen is the rare elite pass rusher 
who is doggedly determined enough to be a strong run stopper as well, Nose tackle Lin- 
val Joseph sets the tone with size, strength and lateral quickness. Left end could see a bat 
tle between steady 10-year veteran Brian Robison and rising superstar Danielle Hunter, 
who had 12.5 sacks last year as a situational pass rusher. Hunter overwhelms right tackles 
with freakish athleticism for a man that big and strong. Zimmer often moves Robison 
inside in passing situations and allows him to freelance from the standing position. 

Linebacker in the sub packages is set with two 25-year-old three-down players in 
Anthony Barr and Eric Kendricks. Kendricks keeps getting better and has led the team 
in tackles during both of his seasons. Barr, meanwhile, has All-Pro potential but had a 
flat, no-flash season while coasting too often a year ago. He needs to step it up this year. 

In the base defense, the Vikings are looking for someone to win the weak-side position 
vacated with Chad Greenway’s retirement. Emmanuel Lamur, who sometimes looked 
lost last year, is a candidate. So is rookie Ben Gedeon, who is limited athletically but 
would be primarily responsible for stopping the run in the base. Another option would be 
to move Kendricks to the weak side and let Kentrell Brothers play in the middle. 

In the secondary, free safety Harrison Smith and cornerback Xavier Rhodes are Pro 
Bowlers with All-Pro potential. Smith is Zimmer's most useful game-plan gadget because 
he can rush off the edge and cover deep. Rhodes is a big, long corner who continues to gain 
confidence and savvy as a guy who can shadow the opponent's top receiver. On the other 
side is’Terence Newman, who turns 39 before the season yet shows no signs of giving up the 
starting position. Trae Waynes, a first-round pick in 2014, has been groomed to take over 
the position but might have to wait another year. At strong safety, Andrew Sendejo can be 
a speed liability, but he’s an overachiever who plays foot to the floor at all times. 

The biggest hole defensively could be at nickel back, where Captain Munnerlyn left via 
free agency. The Vikings drafted his heir apparent, Mackensie Alexander, in the second 
round a year ago. Alexander has skills and instincts but is raw and immature. 


SPECIALISTS ‘There will be a new punter, holder and kick returner. The latter could see 
a big drop-off; Cordarrelle Patterson left after leading the league in kick returns in three 
of the past four seasons. The top contenders to replace him are third-day draft picks who 
play receiver — Rodney Adams, a fifth-round pick from South Florida, and Stacy Coley, 
a seventh-round pick from Miami (Fla.) who is a sub-4.5 runner. Punter and holder Jeff 
Locke moved on to Indianapolis in free agency. But after four mostly inconsistent years, 
it was time for a change. Ryan Quigley, who punted for the Cardinals last season, will 
get the first shot. Meanwhile, punt returner remains stress-free with underrated Marcus 
Sherels back for another season. Kicker also was stress-free last year after Kai Forbath 
replaced Blair Walsh. But Forbath has never lasted long in his previous NFL stints. 


FINAL ANALYSIS | The offensive line and running game should be much better, which 
could transform the Vikings from the worn-out 8-8 team that missed the playoffs last 
year into one that more closely resembles the one that went 11-5 and wrestled the NFC 
North title away from the Packers in 2015. 
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2017 \ETERAN VIKINGS ROSTER 


4 Bradford, Sam OB 64 2 7 (Oklahoma PHI T-LARTD 
5 Bridgewater Teddy =» 0B 6-2 2153 Louislle Dib-1é ——Dib-Min-14 
8 Heinicke, Taylor 8 61 210-2 Od Dominion FAAS Fa Min 15 
7 Keenum, Case 08 61 5 4 Houston FART? FacHou-12 
RUNNING BACKS POS _HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
30 Ham, CL. RBS 2351 Augustana FACTS FAMin-T6 
11 Mekinan,Jerick RE 5-9 05 3 Geovgia Souther D8b-14_D3b-Min-14 
35 Murray, Latavius R63 2 4 UF FADak-17 —Dbb-Oake13 
42 Sankey, Bishop RO 5-10 213 3 Washington FACTS D2en-14 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
81 Btringer, Maite WR 64 2051 None Obs-16 ‘Oka Min-16 
6 Carte, Kyle TE 63 16 1 PemState = FALIG FAMin-Té 
14 Diggs, Stefon WR 60 11 2 Marjand 050-15 DSb-Min-15 
15 Fruechte,saac WR 63° 210 1 Minnesota FAS FacMin AS 
16 Jones, Cay WR 6-20 209 1 izona FA FAPH-NG 
Mathews, Mitch WR 66 215 1 BW A? FAXC-16 
89 Morgan, David THF 6-6 285 1 UISA 06-16 ———Dbb-Min-16 
82 Rudolph, Kyle TE 66 165 «6 NoweDame = 02-11 02-Mi-11 
19 Thielen, Adam WR 6-2 200 3 Minnesota State FA-13 FAMin-13 
11 Treadwel, taquon WR 62 215 1 OleMiss O16 O1-Min-16 
Tuesdel, Nick TE 67 352 1 Grand Rapids CFA? Find 16 
17 Wright, Jarus WR 5-10 19) 5 Arkansas Dia12 ——_Dla-Min-12 
OFFENSIVELINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
‘4 Beavers, Wille G65 322 1 WesternMichigan  DU-16 Dé-Min-16 
4) Beiger, Joe C65 30512 MichiganTech—FA-TT D6-Car 5 
75 Boone, Alex G 68 310 7 OhioState = FA-SF-16FA-SF-O 
8 Clemmings, 1 T 65 3092 Pittsburgh 5 D4 Min-15 
62 Easton, Nick C 63 33 2 Hanard TSF15—FABal-5 
Frage, Reid T 68 308 1 OhiosState Fa? O7-Ci-13 
49 Hl, Rashod T 66 3131 Southern Miss PS-Jac-16FA-Jac-16 
7 Kern, ae G 65 35 2 Toledo FA FaMin- 14 
7) Reif Riley T 66 305 5 lowe FADet-17—D1-Det-12 
72 Reminers, Mike T 65 310 4 Oregon tate FACar17—_FADen-12 
74 Shepherd, Austin T 64 3 2 Alabama Da Da Min-5 
78 Sis, Jeremiah GN 6-6 3153 Nebraska THAGIS — FALLAC-T4 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
95 Crichton, Scott DY 63° 273-9 OregonState | O4a-1¢ Dla Min-14 
90 DuBose, 8. DE 64 2861 Louisville 6-15 Dbb-Min-15 
173 Floyd, Sharif 63 3k Alita Diat3 ——DiaeMin-13 
497 Griffen, Everson DE 63 m7 Use 4-10 D4 Min-10 
99 Hunter, Daniele DE 65 2 2 Lu 045 D3-Min-15 
92 Johnson, Tom DT 63 188 6 Southern Miss FALNO-T4—FAnd-08 
96 Jones, Datone D 64 785 4 UCLA FAGRT 1-68-13 
98 Joseph, Linval Di 6-4 32) 7 EastCarling—FALNYG-14O2-NIG-10 
4 Roison, Brian OE 6-3 259 10 Teras ot Dé-Min-07 
93 Stephen, Shamar OT 65 310 3 Connecticut = D7a-1h——DTa-Min-14 
41 Weathety, Stephen DE 6-5. 2651 —_‘Vanderit Drel6 ——_OraMin-16 
LINEBACKERS POS HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED _ ENTRY 
56 Barr, Anthony 1B 65 (55 3 (UCLA Dale Dla-Min-1d 
40 Brothers, Kent (Bob 2621 Miss 05-16 O5-Min-16 
5 Kendricks, Eric 1B 6-0 22 72 UA 02-15 O2Min-15, 
59 Lamur, Emmanuel 1B 6-4 2655 KansasState §—FACin-1FACin-12 
51 Robinson, Edmond 1B 6-3 U5 2 Nenbeny D5 Ob Min 
DEFENSIVE BACKS ‘ACQUIRED 
20 Aleander,Mackensie CB 510 1921 Clemson 02-16 De Min-t6 
32 Brum de, Antone S60 219 3 Viginia Tech —D6a-1h Dba Min-14 
41 Hai, Anthony S61 1 2 Viginia Fats FaeMin- TB 
17 Kearse, Jayon S 64 M5 1 Clemson Onis = DTb-Min-16 
73 Newman, Terence CB 5-10 197 14 KansasState —FACin-15$——DI-Dal 03 
% Price, Jabai Ch 5-11 200 3 North Carolina 7-14 Ure Min-14 
19 Rhodes, Navier CH o6-1 78 4 Floida State © DIDI. =—Ib-Min-13, 
6 Roberson, Tre CH 6-0 2001 Minis State FATS FA Min 16 
‘M.Sendeo, Andrew S 61 mm 6 Rice Fl Fabel 
35 Sherels, Marcus C8510 175 6 Minesota FAT FAMin-10 
Sink, Terrell. C861 2001 Northermiowa AIT FAMia13 
72 Smith, arison S 62 M6 5 NoteDane — DIb-IZ, = DIb-Min-12 
16 Waynes, Trae CB 6-0 190 2 MichiganState 1-15 D1-Min 15 
SPECIALISTS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
2 Fottath, Ka K 51 17 5 UCM fab FaDaH 
Koehn, Marshall kK 60 25 1 lowe FA? FA Mia- 16 
47 MeDermatt, Kein ts 65 M0 4 UGA a FASE 
4 Ouigly, Ryan P63 1884 Boston College FAL17 PACHA 
Symmank, Tylor P62 15 1 TevasTech = FAT FAMin-17 


204 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 14. Stefon Diggs 17 Jarius Wright 
WR 19 Adam Thielen 11. Laquon Treadwell 
LT 71 Riley Reiff 69 Rashod Hill 

LG 75 Alex Boone 67 Zac Kerin 

C 65 Pat Elflein [R) 62 Nick Easton 

RG 61 Joe Berger 78 Jeremiah Sirles 
RT 72. Mike Remmers 68 TJ. Clemmings 
TE 82 Kyle Rudolph 89 David Morgan 

QB 8 Sam Bradford 7 Case Keenum 

RB 25. Latavius Murray 33. Datvin Cook (R] 
FB 89 David Morgan 

DEFENSE 

DE 97 Everson Griffen 91. Stephen Weatherly 
DT 95 Datone Jones 92. Tom Johnson 

NT 98 Linval Joseph 93. Shamar Stephen 
DE 9% Brian Robison 99 Danielle Hunter 
SLB 55 Anthony Barr 51 Edmond Robinson 
MLB 54 Eric Kendricks 40 Kentrell Brothers 
WLB 59. Emmanuel Lamur 42 Ben Gedeon (R) 
CB 23 Terence Newman 26 Trae Waynes 

CB 29 Xavier Rhodes 20 Mackensie Alexander 
SS 34 Andrew Sendejo 27 Jayron Kearse 

FS 22 Harrison Smith 41 Anthony Harris 
SPECIALISTS 

K 2. Kai Forbath KR 12 Rodney Adams (R) 
P 4 Ryan Quigley PR 35 Marcus Sherels 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


Kev Losses 

wer ADomTiOns POS. PLAYER 7017 TEAM 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM 18 Chad Greennay Retired 
OL___Datone Jones Green Bay WR Charles Johnson Carolina 
08 Case Keenum LA. Rams OT Matt Kali Carolina 
RB__Latavius Muray akland P Jeff Locke indianapolis 
P___ Ryan Quigley Aina CB Captain Munneryn Carona 
OT Riley Ret Detiot WR Cordaelle Patterson Oakland 

Mike Remmers Carolina RB Adrian Peterson New Orleans 


SCOUTING THE VIKINGS 
OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP MINNESOTA “In a shocking instant, 
all the positive vibes surrounding the Vikings crumpled to the 
ground with Teddy Bridgewater as he suffered a severe left knee 
injury during a non-contact drill that jeopardizes his return in 2017 
and maybe his long-term career. ... Sam Bradford was exceedingly 
efficient with 20 touchdowns and only five interceptions, but he 
has some Alex Smith to him in that he is very risk averse. ... They 
parted ways with Adrian Peterson at running back and could be 
better with Latavius Murray (Raiders) and rookie Dalvin Cook, their 
second-round pick from Florida State. Murray is a hammer inside, 
and Cook can vanish with the football in his hands. ... Stefon Diggs is 
a speed merchant outside, and Adam Thielen emerged as a steady 
target for Bradford. ... All Kyle Rudolph does is show up and perform 
at a consistent level. ... The offensive line was a mess last year, 
and left tackle Matt Kalil signed with Carolina. The Vikings added 
both Riley Reiff [Lions] and Mike Remmers (Panthers) to be their 
bookend tackles. ... Everson Griffen had eight sacks last year, but 
Danielle Hunter, ina specialized role, accounted for 12.5 sacks and 
should take over the other end spot very soon. ... Chad Greenway 
retired, but Eric Kendricks and Anthony Barr were already full-time 
players anyway. ... Terence Newman seems ageless and still plays 
better than Xavier Rhodes and Trae Waynes. ... Harrison Smith is a 
Pro Bowl player... Ifthe offensive line jells, maybe they can return 
to the playoffs. Otherwise, the Bradford/Bridgewater questions for 
2018 will envelop the organization all season long.” 
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Cook: John Sommers Il; Diggs: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


SUPER HOME GAME? Owners Mark and 
Zygi Wilf grew up Giants fans. They've 
followed the NFL their whole lives. They 
know history. And, yes, they know that no 
NFL team has ever played in the Super Bowl 
in its own stadium. “Unfortunately, we know 
the history there,” Mark said with a laugh 
when discussing Super Bowl Lill at U.S. 

Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. "We'd like to 
be the first. That's what drives us,” 


ON THE MEND After a sixth and final eye 
surgery in June, coach Mike Zimmer said 
he'd finally "be good to go” after more than 
half a year spent battling and bouncing back 
from a detached retina. It was a scary time 
for the workaholic, who turns 61 on June 5 
He had to miss a game and faced the real 
possibility of losing the eye. But he also kept 
his sense of humor. Serving as a celebrity 
roaster for Bengals coach Marvin Lewis, his 
close friend and former boss, Zimmer joked 
that his eye issues weren't all bad, especial- 
ly during the 3-8 slide to end the season. 
“When | looked at my team, it was only half 
as bad,” Zim said. 


TOUGH ROAD BACK The Vikings’ decision 
not to pick up the fifth-year option on QB Ted- 
dy Bridgewater this offseason made sense 
because there’s no guarantee he'll play again 
after the devastating knee injury he suffered 
eight days before the 2016 season. The 
Vikings aren't expecting him to play this sea- 
son, Bridgewater has been out of the public 
eye for most of his time away. Last Septem- 


COLLEGE 


2. Dalvin Cook 

3._ Pat Elflein 303 Ohio State 
4, _Jaleel Johnson DT 6-3 316 Towa 
4. Ben Gedeon UB 6-2 244 Michigan 
5._ Rodney Adams WR 6-1 ‘189 South Florida 
5,_Danny Isidora G63 306 Miami (Fla.) 
6. Bucky Hodges TE 6-6 257 Virginia Tech 
7._ Stacy Coley WR 6-1 195 Miami [Fla.] 
7._Ifeadi Odenigo DE 6-3 258 ~~ —_ Northwestern 
7._ Elijah Lee [iz\enaer yes) Kansas State 
7._ Jack Tocho cB 6-0 202 NC State 


General manager Rick Spielman traded a league-high seven times, moving up 
twice to get Dalvin Cook and Pat Elflein and then trading down five times to come 
away with nine more players on Day 3. Cook and Elflein will upgrade the league's 
worst running game. Cook and veteran newcomer Latavius Murray are three- 
down players who will split most of the running back workload, Meanwhile, Elf- 
lein, a polished blocker with a nasty side, should start at center or right guard 
right away. Jaleel Johnson provides depth at both defensive tackle positions, 
which was a priority with starter Sharrif Floyd’s career in jeopardy, Ben Gedeon 
is limited athletically but will compete for the weak-side backer position in the 
base defense. Rodney Adams and Stacy Coley have kick return ability and are 
the top two candidates to replace Cordarrelle Patterson, who's now in Oakland. 
One of the more intriguing late picks is Bucky Hodges. He provides zero blocking 
at tight end, but is 66", 257, runs a 4.57 40-yard dash and has nice ball skills. 


BERS T0 KN 


ber, he issued a statement, saying, “In order Only 47 percent of the Vikings’ 
to have a testimony, you have to have a test. carries on third-and-short, 

| come from amazing DNA, ! watched my fourth-and-short and goal-to-go 
mom fight and win against breast cancer. achieved a first down or touch- 
We will, as a team, attack my rehab with the down, second worst in the NFL. 


same vigor and energy. My faith is strong, my p 
faith is unwavering and my vision is clear. My Manne eee yay F 
i NFL in defensive Adjuste 

purpose will not be denied. : seit eae 
ON TARGET Playing the last 15 games in iasterba is one porcancathe 
2016, quarterback Sam Bradford set the : 

franchise record for completions (395) while Papen’ its lass stterars 
setting the NFL record for completion per- 
centage (71.6). “It was pretty cool,” he says. starting field position in the 

But Il trade it for more wins. saga aieraviiga stareathe 
DUE DILIGENCE The Vikings had done 304-yard line 
extensive, months-long due diligence on 
off-the-field concerns about running back 
Dalvin Cook. But on the morning of the sec- 
ond round, general manager Rick Spielman 
needed more assurance. So he called and 
spoke with the Florida State running back 
for 45 minutes before later trading up seven 
spots to take Cook 41st overall. “I was eager 
to talk to him,” Cook says. “For him to know 
that if he drafted me he was getting a guy 
that was going to represent the organization 
the right way and go to war for his team- 
mates every game and help them win.” 
PLEASE DON’T HIT ME Cornerback Xavier 
Rhodes took up boxing this offseason. Wait. 
Scratch that. He took up training like a 
boxer. “Oh, no,” Rhodes said when asked if 
he was ready for his first bout in the ring. STEFON DIGGS 
don't want anyone hitting me in the face.” 


The Vikings had the fourth best 
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ATLANTA 


FALCONS 


hat if you had told quarterback Matt Ryan, head coach Dan Quinn and owner 
Arthur Blank that the second year of Atlanta's Seattle-inspired “Brotherhood” 
rebuild would net an MVP award for Ryan, record-setting stats for Kyle Sha- 
nahan’s explosive offense, a division title and two playoff wins? What if you told 
them that Devonta Freeman would emerge as an elite running back and assumed draft bust 
Vic Beasley would lead the NFL in sacks? 

If you stop the story on Feb. 4, 2017, this year’s Falcons are without a doubt one of the 
hottest teams in the NFL come September: The problem is: 28-3. 

Atlanta suffered the biggest blown lead in Super Bowl history to the New England Pa- 
triots, an unforgettable collapse. Shanahan, feted as a genius during an 11-5 regular season, 
became the Super Bowl scapegoat when Atlanta couldn't run out the clock in the fourth 
quarter, He’s gone, and how well former USC head coach and brief Alabama offensive co- 
ordinator Steve Sarkisia him is more important than any on-field position battle. 

‘The blown lead will live forever in sports. What the Falcons do to combat that psychology 
in 2017 will determine their future more than any single play call or draft pick. 


OFFENSE Sarkisian steps into a rare situatia he new coordinator has absolutely noth- 
ing to fix in the Falcons’ offense. Atlanta finished 2016 first in points scored, offensive 
touchdowns, points per drive and total offensive DVOA at Football Outsiders. 

After Sarkisian’s hire, the team's messaging stressed that Atlanta wouldn't overhaul any- 
thing — the zone-blocking scheme, the passing attack that earned Ryan the league MVP 
award, or the “relentl et that ultimately cost them a tit 

‘The argument surrounding Ryan's “eliteness” ended in 2016, The veteran ws 
tically impressive (4,944 yards, 38 TDs, seven INTs) and a commanding for 


both statis~ 
n two playoff 


NFC SOUTH FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


COWNER/CHAIRMAN: Arthur Blank 
PRESIDENT/CEO: Rich McKay 

GENERAL MANAGER: Thomas Dimitroff 
ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER: Scott Pioli 
STADIUM: Mercedes-Benz Stadium (71,000) 
SURFACE: GreenFields MX 3-STAR 

Turf System 

WEBSITE: www.atlantafalcons.com 
TICKETS: 1-404-223-8000 
TRAINING CAMP: Atlanta Falcons Training 
Facility (Flowery Branch, Ga.) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Dan Quinn, 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 19-13, 

CAREER RECORD: 19-13 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Sarkisian 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Marquand Manuel 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Keith Armstrong 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/WIDE RECEIVERS: 
Raheem Morris 

QUARTERBACKS: Bush Hamdan 

RUNNING BACKS: Keith Carter 


wins, Sarkisian’s play-calling tenden 


huddle, which jibes with the aspects of Shanaha 
da start since the 2009 season, but Atk: 
reliable No. 2 option the Falcons have had in ye 
on. Julio Jones is arguably the 
lly impressive. Perhaps more important for 


hasn't mi 
Matt Schaub, the me 

Freeman was the bi 
NFL* best wide 


kout star of Atlant 
er if not its most phys 


system that 
extended th 


in the college game promoted play-action and no 
ated Ryan’s game, Ryan 
agreement of backup 


Jones (and Ryan) was that the big free-agency price paid for Mohamed Sanu was worth it 


(59 catches on 81 targets). Jone: 
targets (Freeman, tight end A\ 


Shanahan d 
and 

Of 
Atlanta was the onl: 
e all five offensive linem 


n in the NFL to 
n start in all 16 


ha 
regular season games. hats seemingly un- (/ AIO ALU 
likely to happen again in 2017. Right guard en rrinte-| Ree 
Chris Chester retired, and depth in the in- er ets alter 
terior could be an issue as the year wears on. | ESE RSS a0'| 0-8 
DEFENSE Quinn fired defensive coordi- EE a-ANENDETIAT 1:00] 9-7 
nator Richard Smith and promoted Mar- | Q@mmMENTIETS 1:00) 7-9 
quand Manuel after the Super Bowl collapse. BYE 

Nowhere has the Quinn era created more ASST 1:00)) 10-6 
change than in the front seven, Atlanta  [ReaecamR EMEP Be eleee 

a Oct. 29 at N.Y. Jets 4:00) 5-11 
again shed old bodies during the offseason | Pama ear aaley 
and again drafted with a focus on defen- Nov. 12. Dallas 4:25| 13-3 
sive speed and versatility. First-round pick | RaErEeNCAeTE man lite 
Takk McKinley will become a pass-rushing Ray EE oe 4:00 927 
complement to Beasley, who led the league [RPS ENTRREERTS 1.00] 8-8 
in sacks (15.5) last season. Run stuffer Don- SEM ORESSSTET NM 9.25 | 7-9 
tari Poe was a literally massive signing in [TRSREMEARPOESCCGN 6:30 | 9-7 
free agency. The emergence of rookie tackle | DEAE Guar ns 1:00) 7-9 
Grady Jarrett was a surprise in 16, Dec. Carolina 1:00 | 6-10 
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. Sanu and Jones are known quanti 
igned tight end Levine Toilolo have to prove they weren't merely 
the gaudy stats during the Super Bowl run, the most important might've been that 
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yystem suce 


id Sanu thrived when Ryan consistently hit supporting 
n Hooper and breakout sensation ‘I 
s to avoid bracket and double coverage. 

ian’s burden will be to continue to spread out targets in his play calls as well as 
s, but Gabriel, Hooper, Justin Hardy 


ylor Gabriel), forcing 


TIGHT ENDS: Wade Harman 
OFFENSIVE LINE: Chris Morgan 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Bryant Young 
UNEBACKERS: Jeff Ulbrich 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Doug Mallory 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 
Total Total Scoring | Scoring 
Offense Defense Offense | Defense 
356.5 (15}| 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24) 
368.8 {8} 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
938.8 (21)} 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
354.1 (16}] 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (10 | 23.3 (16) 
332.8 (24)| 382.6 (29) | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) 
386.3 (4)| 326.4 (8) | 27.6 (3}| 156 (1) 
329.3 (26)| 342.4 (11) | 17.2 (30) | 25.6 (28) 
343.7 (19]] 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
376.7 (5)| 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5) ] 19.1 (5) 
357.2 (12]| 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (18t)| 18.3 (3) 
346.4 (18)] 367.9 [23] | 22.1 (18t) | 23.1 (15) e 
315.1 (28}| 314.9 {3} | 20.4 (23]] 19.2 [6] 3 
426.0 (11 375.4 (27) | 29.3. (2)] 28.4 (31) = 
346.4 (18]] 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (18t) | 23.1 (15)} — § 
426.0 (1l] 375.4 (27) | 29.3 (2)| 28.4 (31)] oe 
343.7 (191 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 [26] = 
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2016 RESULTS (11 


Tampa Bay am 24-3) 
at Oakland Tm 35-28 
atNew Orleans = AV 45-32 
Carolina im 48-33 
at Denver We 23-16 
at Seattle my 24-26 
LA. Chargers (ot) TMM 30-33 
Green Bay I 33-32 
at Tampa Bay Wm 43-28 
at Philadelphia my 15-24 
Arigona im 38-19 
Kansas City L ee 
at LA. Rams lm 42-14 
San Francisco me 41-13 
at Carolina 33-16 
New Orleans 38-32 
Seattle Wm 36-20 
Green Bay Tm 44-21 
New England (ot) jE 28-34 


2016 \NOWV| 


PASSING 

Matt Ryan 
RUSHING 

Devonta Freeman. 
Tevin Coleman 


TO INT 


Terron Ward 
RECEIVING 


Jutio Jones: 
Mohamed Sanu 
Devonta Freeman 
Taylor Gabriel 
Tevin Coleman 
Jacob Tamme 


KICKING: Matt Bryant, 34-37 Fs, 56-57 PAT, 158 points 
TACKLES: Deion Jones, 18; Keanu Neal, 106 

SACKS: Vie Beasley, 15.5: Adrian Claybor, 4.6 
INTERCEPTIONS: Deion Jones, 3; Thre payers tied with 2 


2016 Sih 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 458 2 2 
Rushing 05 6 3 
Passing 295.3 3 3 
Scoring 38 1 1 
Third Down % 41 1 7 
Punt Returns ues 5 4 
Kick Returns no 2 nl 
Team Defense tat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total m2 2 B 
Rushing 1045 17 10 
Passing 2607 28 2B 
Scoring Bs 16 
Interceptions 2 18 9 
Sacks 34 OTib mM 


Tumover Differential +11 14 iil 
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JULIO JONES 
— 


The Falcons must continue to develop a pass rush beyond Beasley and contend with a 
division that’s spent 2017 trying to balance its elite quarterbacks with big runners (Adrian 
Peterson to New Orleans, Christian McCaffery to Carolina). McKinley will almost certain- 
ly start if veteran Dwight Freeney doesn't re-sign late in the offseason. 

‘The Atlanta linebacker corps was most in need of Seattle-ization three years ago, and the 
project continues. Gone are workmanlike Paul Worrilow and the oft-injured Sean Weath- 
erspoon. Deion Jones became a breakout playmaker as a rookie, and he and fellow 2016 
rookie De'Vondre Campbell will anchor a much faster, more versatile unit than anything 
the Falcons have fielded in the Ryan era. Campbell and Jones were exposed at times last 
season transitioning from run to pass. Now they'll be joined by Kemal Ishmael, moving to 
linebacker from safety. In the variety of packages Quinn's system employs, Ishmael could 
become an ideal tweener in the open field. 

Desmond Trufant signed a $68.75 million contract extension in April, and before a Week 
9 pectoral injury sidelined him for the season, the 2013 first-round pick was emerging as 
one of the NFL's best shutdown corners. Jalen Collins could flourish as a complementary 
comer, Keanu Neal, a 2016 first-round pick, emerged as a huge hitter, living up to compar- 
isons to Earl Thomas and embodying Quinn's Seattle ethos. Brian Poole was an undrafted 
free agent who became a starter at nickel back, where he'll likely stay and compete with 
converted receiver CJ. Goodwin. 

The Falcons’ fourth quarter vs. New England was a snapshot of what this very young 
defense must improve upon — depth and disruption. Another year has allowed Quinn to 
stock personnel better suited to his signature Cover 3, but the Falcons lived and ultimately 
died by the variety of pressures they could create up front. The Super Bowl Seahawks are still 
the blueprint, and Quinn is a little bit closer to replicating that personnel. 


SPECIALISTS For the second con: 


tive season, the Falcons will have to find a new 
return specialist after losing Eric Weems to the Titans in free agency. Weems handled every 
punt and most kick returns last season, replacing the ageless Devin Hester. The Falcons have 
a few existing options in second-year wideout Devin Fuller and receiver Justin Hardy, but 
they also signed receiver Andre Roberts to a one-year deal. Roberts was a rotation player 
in Detroit's offense but mainly saw work on special teams, scoring two touchdowns on 20 
punt returns and gaining 747 yards on 33 kickoff returns, good for fourth best in the league. 
Roberts will likely take over both kicks and punts with Hardy as a second option. 

The 42-year-old Matt Bryant is as automatic of a placekicker as a pro franchise can ask 
for. A 58-yard miss in a loss to San Diego may have cost the team a win, but Bryant seems 
impervious to age. He finished 2016 by connecting on 91.9 percent of his field goals, and 
he was 6-of-8 on attempts of 50 or more yards. Punter Matt Bosher notched a career-best 
41.6-yard net average in 2016. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Had an overachieving offense and very young defense not made it to 
Houston in Quinn's second season, 2017% narrative would be a total positive: the league’s 
best offense and an improving, aggressive defense set to open a billion-dollar stadium with 
an engaging, explosive brand of football. Instead, Atlanta flew too close to the sun, and its 
flaws were exposed in the most noticeable manner possible. Now Quinn has to assume that 
Shanahan’ record-setting offense will logically regress to some degree, and to compensate, 
the defense will have improve its consistency. 

If the Falcons can move past February's devastation, they'll discover they're still in the hunt 
for a Super Bowl win. If they make it back to the final Sunday, it will almost certainly happen 
thanks to a slightly less explosive offense and a considerably improved defense. 


ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


Harri 


2017 \ETERAN FALCONS ROS 


‘QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT_EXP_ COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
7 Ryan, Matt 08 G4 217 9 BostonCallege Dial 
8 Schaub, Matt 0B 66 265 13 Virginia FANG 
RUNNING BACKS COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
40| Coleman, Derick B60 233 2 (UCLA FANT 
26 Coleman, Tevin RR 7102 Indiana 03415 
14 Freeman, Devonta RR 5-8 06 3 FloidaState§—Dts-14 
43 Vainuku, Soma 6D 5 1 USC faa 
18 Ward Terron RE 57 M7 OregonState FANS 
RECEIVERS ACQUIRED 
16 Dable, Anthony WR 64 201 None FAT 
13 Daniels. BJ. WR 5-11 217 3 SouthFlorda FATS 
7 Fale, Devin WR 6&0 1% 7 UCLA 07-16 
18 Gabriel, Taylor WR 58 165 J Allene Christin W-Ole-16 
4 Griswold, Daron TE 65 265 1 AkansasStale FAIS 
16 Hardy Justin WR 5-10 192 2 East Carolina 4-15 
81 Hooper, Austin TE 63 15k 1 Stanford D6 
1 Sones, Julio WR 63 20 6 © Nabama Dt 
2 Perkins, Joshua TE 63 223 1 Washington. «FANG 
19 Roberts, Andre WR S11 192-7 Citadel Patel? 
12 Sanu, Mohamed WR 6-2 20 5 Rutgers FACiN-TS 
89 Scantling, Garett WR 63° 205 1 Georgia Far 
86 Tiaavea, DJ. TE 64 260 3 UuhState Fats 
80 Toll, Levine TE 68 65 § Stanford Dib-13 
18 Wiliams, Nick WR 510 186 3 Connecticut = FALTA 
OFFENSIVELINEMEN POS_HT WT EXP COLLEGE _ ACQUIRED 
61 Bykowsti, Cater T 67 33 3 lowaState Fas 
179 Freeman, Wil T 66 30 R Souther Miss FAT 
(3 Garland, Ben CG 65 908 3 Air Force Fat 
(66 Gra, Kevin 1 66 3 1 Use Fab 
67 Levite, Andy & 62 M2 8 OregonState —Hlen-15 
51 Mack, Alex C64 MB Califia FaADle-16 
70 Matthews, Jake T 65 39 3 TeasAQM DIG 
78 Schrader, Ryan T 67 3) 4 ValdostaStateFA13 
71 Schaiter, Wes G 64 30 1 ‘SanJoseStete 04-16 
72. Thorton, Hugh 6 63 6 iis Flnd-17 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
44 Beasley Jr Vie UE 63 26 2 Clemson O15 
99 Claybor, Advan OT 63 780 8 wa FAIS 
95 Crawtrd, Jack DE 65 788 5 PamState ——FA-Dal-17 
77 Hageman, RaShede «OT 4318. -3—Minnasota van 
7 Jawett, Grady OT 60 35 2 Clemson 15-15 
14 Mayes, Chris ME 64 331 Geormia Fle 
92 Poe, Dana DT 63 3465 Memphis FAKCIT 
0 Reed, Brooks DE 63 254 6 zona FAS 
90 Shelby, Derick 62 20 5 Utah FAMia-T6 
91 Upshaw, Courtney O62 Mm 5 Nobama FABaL-l6 
92 Vellano, Joe Or 62 300 3 Manjand Fat 
LINEBACKERS POS HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
39 Campbell, DeVonde = B34 Minnesota Dilé 
54 English, Darius 1B 6-6 25 R SouthCarolina FAT 
36 Ishmael, Kemal B60 mm 4 UF D713 
45 Jones, Deion Bo 61 m 1 Iv O16 
52 Keyes, Josh (B 6-2 727 1 BstonColege FATE 
58 Reynolds, LaRoy 1B 61 240 Virginia FALChi-16 
DEFENSIVE BACKS POS HT WT ACQUIRED 
23 Aor, Robert (BND 186 2-13 
237 Alen, Ricardo S$ 59 1 2 Bale 
32 Colins, Jalen B 61 m3 2 ray 
29 Goodwin, C (B64 220 1 California [PA FAIS 
25 King, keer CB G1 22 2 SandoseStale 7-15 
71 Neal, Keanu S 60 2 1 Farida O16 
70 Neasman, Shard S S41 213 1 FlovidaAllantic FANE 
30 Olatoye, Dej (B61 05 1 North Carolina ART FA-16 
4 Poole Brian 59 131 Fria Fat 
77 Thereve,Robenson = $9712. 2 Auburn FS 
11 Trufant, Desmond (8 6-0 190 4 Washington =——DI-13 
38 Weh-Wison li (B61 190 4 Connecticut’ = —FA-16 
SPECIALISTS XP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
5 Bosher, Matt Poo m6 Mami ra 
2 Bryant Matt K 59) 23 15 Baylor FA 
47 Haris, Josh 1S 6-1 05 Auburn FAN 
6 Meyer, Mike K 62 190 1 lowe FAT 


ENTRY 
Dia-AtL08 
OF-At-D6 

ENTRY, 


FaMin-t2 
DG-At-15 
Dha-At-14 
Fatou-16 
FRALIS 


ENTRY 
FAANYG-16 
O1-SF-13 
O-A-16 
FaClet6 
FAetnd-16 
DLAL-15, 
OB-At-16 
OLA 
FAAS 
O3-Ai-10 
03-Cin-12 
FAAL-T 
Fakes 
Déb-Atl-13 
FAWas-13 
ENTRY 
OP-SF-3 
FRAIL 
FaDen-10 
FAP 
O2-Bul-09 
Di-le-09 
DIAG 
FRAT 
DG-ALI6 
3-ind-13 
ENTRY 
DIALS 
Di-8-1 
Dé-Dak-12 
OLAS 
O6-AL-T5 
FRAIL-T6 
O1-KC-12 
Dta-Hou-11 
FaMia-12 
Dta-Bal-12 
FANE 
ENTRY 
Dé-ALl-16 
FAAILAT 
Dya-At-13 
DLAL-6 
FATB-S 
FAac-13 
ENTRY 
OLAS 
Dsa-Att-16 
OLAS 
FAPitld 
OTb-ML-15 
O1-AtI6 
FRALTS 
FReBal-1d 
FAALTE 
FRALLIS 
DV-AL-13 
Dien-13 
ENTRY 
O6-At-T1 
FAANYG-02 
Fa-AIL-1Z 
Faen-5 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 11 Julio Jones 14 Justin Hardy 
WR 12 Mohamed Sanu 18 Taylor Gabriel 
LT 70 Jake Matthews 79 Will Freeman 
LG 67 Andy Levitre 64 Sean Harlow (R] 
C51 Alex Mack 63. Ben Garland 
RG 71 Wes Schweitzer 72 Hugh Thornton 
RT 73. Ryan Schraeder 66 Kevin Graf 

TE 81 Austin Hooper 80 Levine Toilolo 
QB 2 Matt Ryan 8 Matt Schaub 
RB 24 Devonta Freeman 26 Tevin Coleman 
FB 40 Derrick Coleman 38 Brian Hill [R] 
DEFENSE 

DE 98 Takk McKinley (R) 50 Brooks Reed 
DT 92. Dontari Poe 99 Adrian Clayborn 
DT 97 Grady Jarrett 90 Derrick Shelby 
DE 44 Vic Beasley 95 Jack Crawford 
SLB 59 DeVondre Campbell 54 Darius English 
MLB 45. Deion Jones 53. LaRoy Reynolds 
WLB 42 Duke Riley [R] 36 Kemal Ishmael 
CB 32 Jalen Collins 23. Robert Alford 
CB 21 Desmond Trufant 29 C.J. Goodwin 
SS 22 Keanu Neal 27. Damontae Kazee [R) 
FS 37 Ricardo Allen 25 Akeem King 
SPECIALISTS 

K 3. Matt Bryant KR 19 Andre Roberts 
P 5. Matt Bosher PR 19 Andre Roberts 


PLAYER 


VEN 


ENT (oauasak-2 


POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
wer apoions Jonathan Babineaux Fee Agent 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM OG Chris Chester Retried 
8 _DerickColeman __Seatle FB Pack Marea Buffalo 
De Jook rwford Valles DE Dvightfreney fee Agent 
OL__DontariPoe Tasos ity DE__Tyson eckson fre Agent 
WR Andre Roberts Tetrat WR Aleck Robinson San Faniscn 
OL High Thonn Inanapos TE Jacob Tanne Fre Agent 
(8 li eh-Wison Temessee LB Sean Weatherspoon fee agent 

Eric Veems Tennessee 


SCOUTING Ti1E FALCONS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP ATLANTA “The Falcons proved that they 
are capable of winning a Super Bowl with Matt Ryan as the quarter- 
back. ... The signing of center Alex Mack was significant, because he 
set the bottom of the pocket and consistently provided openings for 
Devonta Freeman, who had a spectacular season. .. Julio Jones is 
simply one of the best players in the entire league and proved to be 
almost indefensible when he is healthy. ... The offensive coordinator 
change will be interesting to follow as Dan Quinn tabbed Steve Sark- 
isian as his new play caller to replace Kyle Shanahan, ... Quinn has 
changed the mentality of the Falcons’ defense, and defensive tackle 
Grady Jarrett is a part of that equation. ... He's being counted on to 


produce at a high level in 2017 in combination with free-agent signing 
Dontari Poe [Chiefs]... Vic Beasley can flash major potential, but he 
is more finesse than physical as a run defender and pass rusher, and 
they moved up in the draft to select UCLA's Takk McKinley. .. Line- 
backer Deion Jones was sensational in his rookie season and should 
continue to excel in this scheme... .. The Falcons re-upped with both 
of their homegrown corners in Desmond Trufant and Robert Alford, 
but truthfully, neither jumps to mind as a top-shelf cover guy. .. The 
mental challenge of coming back from the most difficult of Super 
Bowl defeats is going to be Atlanta's biggest test, but Quinn and Ryan 
are both wired to respond and lead this team back to the playoffs.” 
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A BRAND NEW BENZ The Falcons will start 
the 2017 season in their brand new home, 
Mercedes Benz Stadium, which they'll share 
with MLS team Atlanta United. The Stadium 
will be one of the most cutting-edge facili- 
ties in sports, but its price has climbed to an 
estimated $1.6 billion, thanks in large part 
toa retractable roof made of eight different 
moving panels. 

CHEAP POOLE Several rookie and sec- 
ond-year players emerged as defensive 
anchors for the Falcons, but no one thought 
2016 undrafted rookie Brian Poole would 
turn out to be so valuable, Poole’s 59 
tackles, one interception and one sack in 19 
games earned him $371,873, the league's 
largest performance-based bonus. Poole 
even out-earned fellow rookie surprise Dak 
Prescott. 


DID IT FOR THE CULTURE When the 
Falcons were headed to the Super Bowl, 
Atlanta rap group Migos had the biggest 
album in the U.S. Julio Jones paid homage 
to Migos by wearing their album art on his 
cleats, Migos returned the favor by creating 
“11 Birds,” a theme song for Jones and the 
Falcons. 


PADDLE DISCIPLINE After 2016, Dan 
Quinn's offseason focus was on roster ca~ 
maraderie. Among many planned trips and 
exercises to promote chemistry and bond- 
ing, Quinn had ping pong tables installed 

in the Falcons’ locker room. Now the team 
holds ongoing tournaments, and Matt Ryan 
and Jones have taken a backseat to practice 
squad tight end D.J. Tialavea, considered the 
team’s ping pong ringer. 
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PLAYER 


wr 


COLLEGE 


3._DukeRiley LBS 280 LSU 
4. Sean Harlow 0G 6-4 303 Oregon State 
5._Damontae Kaze CB 5-10 ‘184 San Diego State 
5. BrianHil RBG ey Wyoming 
5._ Eric Saubert TE 6-5 253 Drake 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


DECATHLETIC POTENTIAL While he’s not 
expected to break into the current wide 
receivers rotation, former University of 
Georgia track star Garrett Scantling has 
signed with the Falcons to train as a poten- 
tial wideout. Scantling was an All-America 
decathlete in college, but he also had more 
than 1,200 yards receiving during his senior 
season of high school in Jacksonville, Fla. 


FINE HIM LATER First-round draft pick 
Takk McKinley made national news on draft 
night when he carried a framed photo of his 
grandmother to the stage in Philadelphia. 

In high school, McKinley had promised his 
then-dying grandmother that he'd eventu- 
ally make it to the NFL, and the Richmond, 
Calif., native made good on his promise. He 
also happened to drop a few swear words on 
the NFL Network's live feed, a transgression 
for which he told reporters, “Fine me later.” 
The league declined to punish him. 


UNDRAFTED SECOND ROUNDER The 

next time you take stock in a mock draft, 
consider Taylor Gabriel. The undrafted 
receiver from Abilene Christian caught on 
with the Browns in 2014 and impressed 
then-offensive coordinator Kyle Shanahan 
but was eventually cut. He landed in Atlanta, 
where he promptly tied Jones for the team 
lead in receiving TDs, averaging 42.7 yards 
per touchdown catch. Gabriel is now a fan 
favorite and signed a one-year tender in 
2017 that comps the unlikely NFL standout 
‘as a second rounder. Gabriel, however, 

is not even the biggest UDFA hit in the 
locker room: Former undrafted tackle Ryan 
Schraeder overperformed so well he ended 
up with a $31.5 million contract. 
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Dan Quinn’s emphasis on overhauling the Mike Smith-era defense continues 
into 2017. Takk McKinley becomes the pass-rush bookend for Vic Beasley, allow- 
ing for more exotic sub-packages on third down, McKinley emerged as one of the 
top defensive playmakers in college football as a senior at UCLA. Duke Riley has 
speed and was a team captain at LSU, two things the Falcons have targeted in 
recent drafts. Sean Harlow filled one of Atlanta’s few immediate needs after the 
retirement of Chris Chester. Brian Hill won't unseat Devonta Freeman or Tevin 
Coleman in the backfield but adds depth and could become a potential late- 
game closer. Eric Saubert is extremely raw as a pass catcher but has enough 
athleticism to become a long-term project. 


The Falcons’ defense allowed a 
league-high 9.1 receptions and 
535 yards per game an passes to 
running backs. 


The Atlanta offense scored a 
touchdown on a league-leading 
34.3 percent of its drives. 


The Falcons led the NFL by 
throwing play-action passes on 
26 percent of their dropbacks and 
finished second with an average 
of 10.4 yards per play on those 


passes, 


/Athlon Sports 


= 
E 


a 
a 


CAROLINA 


~I PANTHERS 


heir climb was rapid. Their fall was even steeper. 
‘Now, the Carolina Panthers find themselves at the base of the NFL mountain once 
again, trying to secure a foothold with a “Greatest Hits” mix of old and new players. 
‘The “old” is not that old, but quarterback Cam Newton turned 28 in May and 
will be entering his seventh NFL season, Newton took a couple of steps backward in 2016, 
suffering a career low in completion percentage as the Panthers stumbled to a 6-10 record 
after making the Super Bowl with a 15-1 team the year before. Besides the inherent pres- 
sure of attempting to return to his Most Valuable Player form of 2015, Newton has the 
additional burden of coming back from March surgery on the partially torn rotator cuff in 
his throwing shoulder. 

On the other hand, he will have more weapons on an offense that too often looked stale 
and slow in 2016, Dynamic rookies Christian McCaffrey and Curtis Samuel will get on the 
field quickly as the Panthers try to insert more speed and elusiveness. 

‘The Panthers do have a few advantages that could lead to a bounce-back season. Their 
schedule is slightly easier in 2017, and they have acquired a couple of veterans who played 
in Charlotte before and should fit right in again in defensive end Julius Peppers and cor- 
nerback Captain Munnerlyn. Left tackle Matt Kalil became the most expensive — and 
the riskiest — free-agent gamble in Carolina history when he joined brother Ryan on the 
Panthers in a five-year, $55.5 million contract. The Kalil deal could ultimately make or break 
the career of Panthers general manager Dave Gettleman, who knows that both he and coach 
Ron Rivera need to avoid two disappointing seasons in a row because “our butts are on the 
line every year,” as Gettleman puts it. 


OFFENSE Score more points. This has become the Panthers’ offseason mantra after the 
offense was average at best in 2016 and failed time and again in the clutch, After a 2015 
season in which Carolina finished No. 1 in the NFL in scoring (31.3 ppg), the Panthers 
dropped to 15th in 2016 (23.1 ppg). And given that Carolina lost six games by three points 
or fewer, the goal this year is to once again top the 30-points-per-game threshold. 

‘The Panthers had what they called a “position catastrophe” on the offensive line last sea- 
son, and in the season finale they had four players playing out of position. They are trying to 
avoid that in 2017 partly by throwing huge money at Matt Kalil —a contract that shocked 
many because of its sheer size — to protect Newton's blind side. Michael Oher was limited 
to three games last season due to injuries and severe concussion-related symptoms. While 
Oher would be the Panthers’ first choice to be the right tackle, veteran Daryl Williams was 
decent last season in a battlefield promotion and can play both tackle spots. Second-round 
draft pick Taylor Moton has the size needed and also could be a factor. Center Ryan Kalil 
will call the shots for the line as usual and tease his younger brother as warranted. Guards 
‘Trai Turner and Andrew Norwell are solid run blockers. 

At running back, bruiser Jonathan Stew- 


NEC SOUTH FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


COWNER/FOUNDER: Jerry Richardson 

GENERAL MANAGER: Dave Gettleman 

ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER: Brandon Beane 
STADIUM: Bank of America Stadium (75,419) 
iybrid Bermuda Grass 
WEBSITE: www. panthers.com 

TICKETS; 1-704-358-7800 

TRAINING CAMP: Wofford College 
(Spartanburg, S.C.) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Ron Rivera 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 53-42~1 

CAREER RECORD: 53-421 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Shula 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Wilks 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: 

Thomas McGaughey 

RUNNING GAME COORDINATOR: John Matsko 
QUARTERBACKS: Ken Dorsey 

RUNNING BACKS: Jim Skipper 

WIDE RECEWERS: Lance Taylor 

TIGHT ENDS: Pete Hoener 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Ray Brown 
DEFENSIVELINE: Eric Washington 
LINEBACKERS: Al Holcomb 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Curtis Fuller 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


art returns but is nearing the twilight of his 
career at age 30 and in his 10th year in the (4 J 7AM gtaO1U Oe SUIGINEDRARSINGS. = 
NEL. McCaffrey, the heir apparent, is a far | APARRA Een Record] offense | Ostense | offense | Oetonse 
different type of back who is more elusive EA ROIE Mees 2-14| 308.1 (31)| 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (271| 30.0 (32) 
and better in space but not as effective in ARSE 7-9 | 354.1 (16) | 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (101) | 23.3 (16) 
between the tackles. Fullback Mike Tolbert PASS Yq EMIGntened 7-9 | 426.0 (1)| 375.4 (27) | 29.3 (2) | 28.4 (31) 
was released as the Panthers plan to go more PEN etgerrend 14-2 | 386.3 (4)} 326.4 (8)| 27.6 [31] 15.6 (1) 
to three-wide sets and let their new slot re-~ PEEP REND ear 9-7 | 338.8 (21}| 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
ceiver, rookie Curtis Samuel, run alot of the [RR Philadelphia (Thu.) 7-9 | 337.4 (22)| 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
deep routes that Ted Ginn Jr. used to before [TE at Chicago 3-13 | 356.5 (15}] 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24) 
he bolted for New Orleans. Oct. at Tampa Bay 9-7 | 346.4 (18}] 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (18t) | 23.1 (15) 
Wide receiver Kelvin Benjamin has not |X QmEMEVEnTE 11-5 | 415.8 (2)| 371.2 (25) | 33.8 (1) | 25.4 (27) 
been able to achieve the separation he needs [EYER 10-6 | 332.8 (24)} 382.6 (29) | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) 
to from defensive backs, and his on-and-off 
battles with weight are part of the problem. [RUM at N.Y. Jets 5-11 | 329.3 (26)| 342.4 (11) | 17.2 (30) | 25.6 (28) 
He has a lot to prove this season. Tight end [RES at New Orleans 7-9 | 426.0 (1)} 375.4 (27) | 29.3 (2) | 28.4 (31) 
Greg Olsen is a consummate pro and has |ESaMOMMINEESS 8-8 | 315.1 (28}] 314.9 (3) | 20.4 (23) | 19.2 (6) 
made the Pro Bowl three years in a row. His  /CoaEMMCRECmIED 10-6 | 368.8 (8)| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
sticky hands have made him Newton’ favor- [Poe oMEMEL 9-7 | 346.4 (18}] 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (184) | 23.1 (15) 
ite target. Devin Funchess has been a poor ERIE 11-5 | 415.8 (2)] 371.2 (25) | 33.8 (1) | 25.4 (27) 
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Harrison McClary/Athlon Sport: 


at Denver 
San Francisco 
Minnesota 
at Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 
at New Orleans 
Arizona 
at LA. Rams 
Kansas City 
DIVA New Orleans 
Nir at Oakland 
Tari at Seattle 

iy) LA, Chargers: 
at Washington 
Atlanta 
at Tampa Bay 


Nov. 13 


PASSING 

Cam Newton 

Derek Anderson 

RU 

Jonathan Stewart 

Cam Newton 

Forty Whittaker 
ING 


Greg Ols ao 1.073 

Kelvin Benjamin SCY 

Ted Ginn 54 752 

Corey Brown 1 % 

Fozzy Whittaker aPC 
KICKING: Graham Gano, 0-88 Fs, 31-34 PA, 121 
points 


TACKLES: Thomas Davis, 106; Luke Kuechly, 102 
SACKS: Mario Addison, 9.5; Kawann Short, 6.0, 
INTERCEPTIONS: Kurt Coleman, 4; Thomas Davis, 3 


2016 SIM 


Team Offense Stat 


NFLRank NFC Rank 


Total 343719. 10 
Rushing a4 10 4 
Passing 230.3121 1 
Scoring Bie 15 7 
Third Down % 72 2B B 
PuntRetums 702 ‘MA 
Kick Returns 2s 1h i 
Team Defense Stet NFLRank NEC Rank 
3698 21 10 
ia 
268.2 9 4 
Bl 6 13 
ee The a ae 
ay 1 


Tumover Differential —-2_—T2I 


LUKE KUECHLY 


man's version of Benjamin, which is not a compliment. Like Benjamin, Funchess badly 
needs to show improvement in 2017. Damiere Byrd is undersized but very fast and could 
surprise. 


DEFENSE Although the defensive numbers weren't particularly impressive last season, 
less has been done to this unit than to the offense. The thinking is that any team with 
Pro Bowl linebackers Luke Kuechly and Thomas Davis in the middle is already off to a 
very good start. And the Panthers did finish No. 2 in the NFL last season with 47 sacks, 
although they were well distributed, and no one had more than defensive end Mario 
Addison's 9.5. 

Defensive coordinator Sean McDermott has departed for the head job in Buffalo. New 
coordinator Steve Wilks was the secondary coach and has long been considered the heir 
to the job. Don't expect much to change. 

He will have some “gently used” toys to play with, though. Peppers makes a popular 
return at defensive end at age 37, with the Panthers hoping he can squeeze at least another 
year and five to eight more sacks out of a body that first entered the NFL in 2002 with 
Carolina, Munnerlyn returns as the nickel corner, where Carolina too often got beaten last 
season by the pass-happy offenses of the NFC South. And Mike Adams comes aboard to 
likely start at strong safety at age 36, having made two Pro Bowls in the past three years. 
His arrival will allow ball hawk Kurt Coleman (11 interceptions over the past two seasons) 
to move to his more natural position of free safety. 

‘The Panthers have invested a lot of time and money on their defensive front. Kawann 
Short was the biggest investment, as Carolina gave him a whopping five-year, $80 million 
deal in the offseason to lock up one of the best pass-rushing tackles in the NFL. Charles 
Johnson is nearing the end of his career and doesn’t have the burst he once did but is still 
a force against the run. Addison is a speed rusher who wants to be known as a complete 
player. Peppers’ role will be situational and depend on how much he seems to have left. 

Strong-side linebacker Shaq Thompson has become a decent player who is overshad- 
owed by teammates Kuechly and Davis. But the Panthers’ next big defensive star could 
be cornerback James Bradberry, who steadily improved as a rookie and enters his second 
season as the closest thing to a true cover corner that the Panthers have. 

Carolina's secondary was torched repeatedly in the first part of 2016 as it tried to make 
up for the loss of Josh Norman on the fly, but Bradberry and fellow 2016 draft pick Daryl 
Worley both got better as the season progressed. They give the Panthers youth and speed 
at the corners. 


SPECIALISTS One of the biggest training-camp battles will be between incumbent 
placekicker Graham Gano, who missed eight field goals last year, and seventh-round draft 
pick Harrison Butker. Punter Andy Lee was having a terrific year in 2016 until he had a 
season-ending hamstring injury. 

McCaffrey will start out as the No. 1 punt returner, but the Panthers don't plan to use 
him on kickoffs for now. Samuel might be a factor on kickofis if he can beat out Fozzy 
Whittaker. 


FINALANALYSIS Despite all the changes, the key to it all is Newton. The quarterback 
has to have better mechanics. He has to use his new weapons effectively. He has to get rid 
of the ball quicker. He has to will the Panthers to some wins in the fourth quarter. 

Carolina has surrounded Newton with a good team, but it will be great only if he can 
ascend to somewhere near the level he played throughout 2015 prior to the Super Bowl. 
If he cannot, Carolina will linger around .500 once again. 
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2017 \ETERAN PANTHERS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
3 Anderson, Derek 0B 6-5 235 12+ ‘OregonState FATT Dé-Bal-05 
4 Gilbert, Garrett 0B 6-4 230 1 SMU FAI? D6-UAR-14 
1 Newton, Cam 0B 65 456 Aubum on D1-Car-11 
14 Webb, Joe 0B 6-4 2357 UAB FAMin-14—D6-Min-10 
RUNNING BACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
4 Artis-Payne, Cameron RB 8-10. 720 Auburn DSt-16 Gb-Car-15 
38 Simmons, Jalen RB 5-8 710 1 South Carolina St. FA-16 FaeCar16 
28 Stewart, Jonathan RB 5-10 240 9 Oregon Dia-08 Dia-Car-08 
43 Whittaker, Fozzy RB 5-10. 205 4 Texas FANG FheAric12 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
13 Benjamin, Kelvin WR 65 245-3 FloridaState D114 Di-Car-14 
11 Bersin, Brenton WR 6-3 7109 Wotford FAN FaCar12 
18 Byrd, Damiere WR 5-9 180 1 South Carolina FA-15 FaCar-5 
84 Dickson, Ed TE 6-4 (557 Oregon FABal-14—03-Bal-10 
81 Frazer, Mose WR S11 1901 Memphis FA? Fa-Den-16 
17 Funchess, Devin. WR 6-6 2052 Michigan 025 O2-Car-16 
15 Garrett, Keyaris WR 63 25 1 Tulsa Fatb FACar-16 
12 Johnson, Charles WR 6-2 217 4 —GrandValley State FA-Min-17 07-68-13 
82 Manherte Chis TE 66 255 1 Canisius WeNO16 —FA-Buf-14 
88 Olsen, Greg TE 65 255 10 Miami F-Chi-1——O1-ChiA07 
19 Shepard, Russell WR 64 195 4 LSU FATT FALPhi-13 
0 Simonson, Scott TE 65 255 2 Assumption —FA-15 FA-Oak-14 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN. POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
16 Clausell, Blaine T 66 3201 Mississippi State FA-16 FA-Bal-15 
7 France, Dan T 6-6 3151 Michigan State FA-16 FACCin-14 
66, Gradkowski, Gino C63 300-5 Delaware Facatll6 —— Dd-Bal-12 
75 Kalil, Matt T 67 37 6 ust FAMin-17—Dla-Min-12 
67 Kalil, Ryan C 62 30 10 Use D2b-07 2b-Car-07 
69 Larsen, Tyler & 6-4 335 1 (Utah State até Fa Mia-14 
68 Norwell, Andrew G 6-6 325 3 Ohio State Fad FALCarld 
73. Oher, Michael T 64 315 8  OleMiss FAS D1-Bal-09 
79 Scott, Chis G 6-4 340 5 Tennessee Fath O5-Pit-10 
65 Sato, Amini 5 6-4 320 4 MidwesternState FA-17 OL-Car-12 
63 Slate, Pearce T 6-7 935 1 SanDiegoState FA-16 Facdac-16 
78 Thompson, Tyrus T 65 3301 Oklahoma FAlb D6-Min-15, 
70 Turnet, Wai 6 63 30 3 Iw 03-14 O3-Car-14 
60) Witiams, Daryl T 6-6 3352 Olktahoma 4-15 Dd-Car-15 
61 Yankey, David & 66 3102 Stanford FAI O5-Min-14 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT_WT_ EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
97 Aadison, Maio DE 6-3 260 6 Ty Field FACCHI-11 
92 Butler, Vernon DT 6-4 325 1 Louisiana Tech 1-16, Di-Car-16 
72 Crume, Eric DT 6-0 330 1 Syracuse FAt6 Facdac-15 
91 Detaire, Ryan DE 6-4 2652 Towson FAS FAB 5, 
6 Horton, Wes DE 65 2654 USE Fab FA-Car-13 
95 Johnson, Charles DE 6-2 275 10 Georgia 03-07 D3-Car-07 
98 Lotulele, Star Dr 6-2 3184 tah O13 Di-Car-13 
3 Love, Kile DT 6-1 318 5 Mississippi State FA-16 FANE-10 
Moore, ach DE 6-6 290 2 —Concondia-St Paul FA-17 FANE 
0 Peppers, Julius DE 6-7 287 15 —NorthCarolina —FA-GB-I7——D1-Car-02 
99 Short, Kawann Dr 63 318 4 Purdue 02-13 O2-Car-13 
15, Webster, Larry DE 6:6 275 2 Bloomsburg FA-16 Dé-Det-14 
LINEBACKERS! POS_HT_WT_ EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
57 Cash, Jeremy B60 215 1 Duke FAT FALCar-16 
58 Davis, Thomas 1B 6-1 23512 Georgia 01-05 Di-Car-05 
53. Jacobs, Ben 1B 6-4 240 4 Fresno State FA-16 FACle-11 
59 Kuechly, Luke 1B 6-3 238 5 Boston College 1-12 Di-Car-12 
55 Mayo, David 1B 6-2 245 2 TexasState—DBa15 DBa-Car-16 
52 Nori, Jared B61 2401 tah FAI FACCar-t6, 
54 Thompson, Shag LB 6-0 230 2 Washington 1-15, DI-Car-16 


DEFENSIVEBACKS POS HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY. 


77 Adams, Mike S 5-1 105 13 Delaware FAnd-17 FASF-04 
46 Blechen, Brian S 62 730 1 Utah Fa? FAcCar-15 
2% Bradbery, James CB 61 710 1 Samford val Da-Car-16 
20 Coleman, Kut S 51 200° 7 Ohio State FAKCIS D7 

30 Dixon, Travel. S 6-4 210 1 Washington FACTS FADak-15, 
42 Jones, Coin S 60 m5 6 TU TSF12——D6b-SF-11 
29 Marlowe, Dean S61 210 2 James Madison FA-15 FacCar-15 
18 MeCray. LI. S 60 20 2 Catawba FANT FASF-14 
4) Munnetyn,Captin CB 5-7-1957 ‘South Carolina FA-Min-17——‘D7-Car-9 
39 Richards, Jeff CB 6-2 2001 Empvia State FAI? FAcCar-17 
41 Sanchea, Zack C8 5-11 1851 Otahoma 05-16 D5-Car-16 
37 Southward, Deamen = S_6-2. 7102 Wiseonsin FA? D-AL-14 
2) Willams, Teddy C861 210 5 USA FAG FaDal-10 
26 Worley, Daryl CB 6-1 2051 West Virginia 03-16 D3-Car-16 
SPECIALISTS POS HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED _ ENTRY 
7 Gano, Graham K 62 205 7 FloridaState FAIZ FABal-09 
44 Jansen, JJ. 1S 6-2 240 9  Notieame —T-68-09»—FA-GB-0B 
8 Lee, Andy P61 18513 Pittsburgh TCle-16 ——_b-SF-04 
§ Palardy, Michael P 5-11 190 1 Tennessee FA FAOak-1é 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 13. Kelvin Benjamin 19 Russell Shepard 

WR_ 17 Devin Funchess 12 Charles Johnson 

SLOT Curtis Samuel (R) 

LT 75. Matt Kalit 60 Daryl Williams 

LG 68 Andrew Norwell 65 Amini Silatolu 

C 67. Ryan Kali 66 Gino Gradkowski 

RG 70. Trai Turner 79 Chris Scott 

RT 73. Michael Oher Taylor Moton (R] 

TE 88 Greg Olsen 84 Ed Dickson 

Q8 1 CamNewton 3. Derek Anderson 

RB 28. Jonathan Stewart 22 Christian McCaffrey (R] 
DEFENSE 

DE 97. Mario Addison 96 Wes Horton 

DT 99 Kawann Short 92 Vernon Butler 

DT 98 Star Lotulelei 93 Kyle Love 

DE 95 Charles Johnson 90 Julius Peppers 

SLB 54 Shaq Thompson 57. Jeremy Cash 

MLB 59. Luke Kuechly 55. David Mayo 

WLB 58 Thomas Davis 52 Jared Norris 

CB 26 Daryl Worley Corn Elder (RI 

CB 24 James Bradberry 41. Captain Munnerlyn 

SS 27 Mike Adams 29 Dean Marlowe 

FS 20 Kurt Coleman 42 Colin Jones 
SPECIALISTS 

K 9 Graham Gano KR 43 Fozzy Whittaker 

P 8 AndyLee PR 22 Christian McCaffrey [R) 
PLAYER MOVEMENT 
Key aopitions &) Key Losses @ 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
SS___ Mike Adams Indianapolis WR Philly Brown Buffalo 
WR Charles Johnson Minnesota WR__Ted Ginn J New Orleans 
OT Matt Kalil Minnesota LBA. Klein New Orleans 
CB Captain Munnerlyn Minnesota OT Mike Remmers Minnesota 
DE Julius Peppers Green Bay FB Mike Tolbert Buffalo 


WR Russell Shepard Tampa Bay 


SCOUTING THE PANTHERS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP CAROLINA “Ironically enough, the Pan- 
thers were second in the NFL in sacks with 47 while finishing 29th in 
passing yardage allowed, Those two stats alone demonstrate the lack 
of experience and playmaking ability in the back end of their defense. 

.. After they literally walked away from Josh Norman and the franchise 
tag last April, they invested heavily in the draft and selected three 
rookie corners. James Bradberry and Daryl Worley flashed potential, 
but it was trial-by-fire for that duo. ... Coach Ron Rivera has already 
announced that Cam Newton will not be featured and leaned on as a 
primary ball carrier anymore, so they picked Christian McCaffrey in the 
first round to complement Jonathan Stewart as a runner and increase 
Newton's proficiency in the passing game. ... With their power-forward 
style wide receivers in Kelvin Benjamin and Devin Funchess on the 
outside and tight end Greg Olsen patrolling the middle, their offensive 
success really comes down to their line play and Newton's accuracy. 
Cam hit an alarmingly tow 52.9 percent of his passes last year, 50 
McCaffrey and fellow rookie Curtis Samuel should give him two more 
accessible options. ... Matt Kalil (Vikings) was signed to be the left 
tackle, but he has been a shadow of himself in recent years. Trai Turner 
isa standout at right guard, but look for rookie Taylor Moton to win the 
right tackle job at some point during the season. .. Of course, the real 
question centers around star linebacker Luke Kuechly, who missed six 
games with a severe concussion. .. This team must play ball control, 
shorten the game and protect its young secondary in order to reach the 
playoffs again.” 
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Olsen: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


McCaffrey: Peter Bro 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


OHER’S TRUCK Taylor Moton, the Panthers’ 
second-round pick, already knew of new 
teammate Michael Oher long before he met 
him. Like many football fans, Moton loved 
the movie “The Blind Side.” The story made 
an impact on his parents, too. "My mom 
loved it, and she wanted to get me that same 
truck (a Ford F-150) that Michael Oher had 
in that movie,” Moton said the night the 
Panthers drafted him in April. “I still have it 
to this day.” 


FAMILY TREE Christian McCaffrey's 

father Ed was a longtime NFL receiver; his 
mother played soccer at Stanford; his uncle 
Billy scored 16 points for Duke in the 1991 
national championship game; and one of 
his grandfathers was once known as the 
“fastest man in the world” in the 1950s and 
won an Olympic silver medal in the 100 
meters in 1960. 

SUPER MARIO Cam Newton has a habit of 
coming up with nicknames for teammates. 
He has labeled Panthers defensive end 
Mario Addison “Super Mario.” Addison led 
the Panthers with 9.5 sacks in 2016, earned 
a new contract with that season and plans 
to open an enormous auto shop in Alabama 
that works on old cars when he retires. 


SEATTLE OFF DOCKET The Panthers and 
the Seattle Seahawks have had a strange 
and jam-packed rivalry the past few years, 
having played at least once every season 
since 2012. This season the Panthers and 
Seahawks are finally off each other's sched- 


B+) 


COLLEGE 


ANTHERS IN 


RD PLAYER POS 


THE DRAFT 


1 ian McCaffrey 5-11 202 Stanford 
2. Curtis Samuel WR 5-11 196 Ohio State 
2. Taylor Moton oT 6-5 319 Western Michigan 
3._Daeshon Hall DE 6-5 266 Texas A&M 
5._Corn Elder cB 5-10. 183 Miami [Fla.) 
6. Alex Armah FB 6-2 253 West Georgia 
7.__ Harrison Butker PK 6-4 199 Georgia Tech 


Christian McCaffrey and Curtis Samuel will be plugged in immediately as the 
Panthers try to get younger, faster and more dynamic on offense. McCaffrey 
will be a third-down back, spell Jonathan Stewart in the backfield and also 
return punts. Samuel (4.31 in the 40) will begin as a slot receiver and run a 
lot of deep routes. Taylor Moton will compete for a starting job at right tackle. 
The other draft picks will need to contribute on special teams if they are going 
to get a jersey on game day. Harrison Butker will have a shot at beating out 
starter Graham Gano, who missed eight field goals in 2016. Daeshon Hall was 
the “other” defensive end at Texas A&M, teaming with No. 1 overall pick Myles 
Garrett. Corn Elder was a top high school basketball player before focusing on 
football at Miami. 


ules. Carolina made four trips to the West 
Coast last season but will make only one in 
2017 — a Week 1 visit to San Francisco. 


OLSEN’S ODYSSEY Greg Olsen is the first 
tight end in NFL history with three consec- 
utive 1,000-yard receiving seasons. Olsen 
also finished third in the NFL for the Walter 
Payton Man of the Year award last season 
due to his charitable work. 


CAM’S DAUGHTER Never let it be said that 
Newton and his longtime girlfriend Kia 
Proctor choose ordinary names for their 
children. They named their son Chosen 
when he was born in late 2015. Then, when 
their daughter was born in early 2017, 

they named her Sovereign-Dior Cambella 
Newton. Newton announced the name in an 
Instagram post. 


TRAINING-CAMP WAR? One of the most 
interesting battles in training camp will be 
between cornerback Captain Munnerlyn 
and wide receiver Devin Funchess, While 
with Minnesota in 2016, Munnerlyn called 
out Funchess, saying the Vikings had never 
worried about Funchess on the field and had 
shifted their coverage away from him and 
toward more legitimate playmaking threats. 
Then Carolina signed Munnerlyn in March. 
When asked if he would apologize to Funch- 
ess for the remarks, Munneriyn said: “I defi- 
nitely am not apologizing for saying it. That's 
not me. And that's how I felt. But now we're 
teammates, and we're competitors. And 
hopefully he is going to prove me wrong.” 


A league-high 78 percent of runs 
against the Panthers on third- 
and-short, fourth-and-short and 
goal-to-go achieved a first down 
or touchdown 


Opposing offenses had the low- 
est average time of possession 
per drive (2:30) against the 
Panthers 


None of Carolina's top four wide 
receivers had a catch rate higher 
than 57 percent 


OLSt 
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his feels like a watershed season for the Saints — and perhaps the storied Sean Pay- 
ton-Drew Brees tenure. After three consecutive 7-9 campaigns, players and coaches 
are motivated to return to the playoffs. The Saints privately believe they are flying 
under the radar and poised for a breakthrough season. And if the defense can stay 
healthy and muster some semblance of a pass rush, the Saints should have enough offen- 
sive firepower to challenge for the NFC South crown and return to the playoffs in the 
ultra-competitive NFC race. But they'll need some breaks to go their way for a change. 


OFFENSE As Brees goes, so go the Saints. Even at 38, Brees remains one of the elite 
passers in the league. He compensates for his lack of prototype size and arm strength with 
anticipation and an encyclopedic knowledge of Payton’s complex offense. Few quarterbacks 
are given more control at the line of scrimmage, and Brees is a master at reading defenses 
before the snap and beating coverages with his quick release and uncanny accuracy. Even 
without big-play threat Brandin Cooks, Brees should enjoy another big season. 

‘The emergence of Michael Thomas and the acquisition of Ted Ginn Jr. made the speedy 
Cooks expendable. Thomas uses his powerful hands and 6'3" frame to physically domi- 
nate defensive backs on competitive balls downfield. He compares to former Saints great 
Marques Colston with his uncanny body control and innate feel for getting open against 
zone or man-to-man coverage. With Cooks gone, Thomas is Brees’ clear go-to receiver in 
the red zone. On another team, Willie Snead might not be a factor, but in the ' intri- 
cate, timing-based attack, he excels with his smarts, sure hands and precise route-running. 
He's a favorite target of Brees on third down. Ginn fills Cooks’ role as the deep threat, and 
even at 32, he can still take the top off a defense with his sprinter’s speed. 

Tight end Coby Fleener lacks the big-play ability of past Saints tight ends, but he’s a good 
athlete capable of producing a big game if defenses concentrate too much of the team’s re- 
ceiving corps. Fleener does most of his damage on seam and intermediate routes. He needs 
to become stronger on competitive catches in traffic. 

Mark Ingram has blossomed into one of the league’s best all-around backs. He drives 
through tackles with his powerful legs and low center of gravity and has become a depend- 
able receiver in passing situations. He’s the clear starter. The Saints believe Adrian Peterson 
has plenty of juice left in his 32-year-old legs and can share the workload with Ingram. If he 
can stay healthy, he'll provide insurance for Ingram, who has battled injuries throughout his 
career. Look for Ingram and Peterson to alternate series and share the workload. 

If the offensive line can stay intact, it has the potential to be one of the better groups of the 
Brees era. Health, however, is a concern. Veteran center Max Unger suffered a foot injury 
in the offseason and is expected to miss the start of the regular season. Losing Unger for 
any significant period of time would test the Saints’ depth along the interior. Right guard 
Larry Warford was signed in free agency to replace Jahri Evans and be a road-grader in the 
running game. The Saints will run behind 


THE ORGANIZATION 


OWNER: Tom Benson. 
EXECUTIVE VP/GENERAL MANAGER: Mickey Loomis 
‘VP OF FOOTBALL ADMINISTRATION: Khai Harley 


‘STADIUM: Mercedes-Benz Superdomé 


—NFCSOUTH FORECAST 


ie (73,208) 


‘SURFACE: UBU Sports Speed Series S5-M 
WEBSITE: www.neworleanssaints.com. 


TICKETS: 1-504-731-1700 
TRAINING CAMP: New Orleans Saints 


Training 


Facility (Metairie, La), The Greenbrier 


(White Sulphur Springs, W.Va.) 


THE COACHES 

HEAD COACH: Sean Payton 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 94-66 
CAREER RECORD: 94-66 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Pete Carmichael Jr, 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dennis Allen 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Bradford 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACHITIGHT ENDS: 
Dan Campbell 

‘SENIOR OFFENSIVE ASST (WIDE RECEIVERS: 
Curtis Johnson 

(QUARTERBACKS: Joe Lombardi 
RUNNING BACKS: Joel Thomas 
OFFENSIVE LINE: Dan Roushar 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Ryan Nielsen 
LINEBACKERS: Mike Notan 
SECONDARY: Azron Glenn 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


Banta 


him and rful right tackle Zach Strief i 
chort-yatage situations. [fle tackleTeron ek ZAMS aL 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


Amsiead can stay healthy, this could be che > FR eo eo ee 
season he ears his first Pro Bowl invite. The FA EMPSTCEnMM 7-10| 8-8 | 315.1 (28)/ 3149 (31| 204 [231] 19.2 (6) 
Saints are so deep at tackle 2015 first-round AAS aN erent :00| 14-2] 386.3 (4)] 326.4 (8)| 27.6 (3)] 15.6 {1} 
pick Andrus Peat has permanently switched Ee MPrerrtney 00) 6-10 | 343.7 (19) 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
to left guard. Athletic first-round draft pick PRES ern et) 10-6 | 332.8 (24) | 382.6 (29) | 22.7 (17) | 23.8 (18) 
Ryan Ramezyk was one of the top tackle BYE 
prospects in the draft. Oct. 15 Detroit E 9-7 | 338.8 (21)} 354.8 [18] | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
DEFENSE ‘The Saints showed progress in PSMEMEMCEEIED :00| 10-6 | 368.8 (8)| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
Fs * Oct. Chicago 2 3-13 | 356.5 (15}} 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28tl | 24.9 (24) 
their first full season under coordinator Den- 
S a nage lov. Tampa Bay E 9-7 | 346.4 (18) } 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (18t] | 23.1 (15) 
nis Allen, playing better than their 27th over- VANE erate -00| 7-9} 354.1 (16)] 357.0 (19) | 24.9 (108) | 23.3 (16) 
all defensive ranking. They were improved | PyaERENaRseeren :00|8-7-1 | 403.4 (3}| 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 
against the run and solid in short-yardage rage -05 | 4-12} 262.7 [32] 337.0 (9) | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) 
and goal-line situations. The goal this season [FSM MICETSTIREY 00) 6-10} 343.7 (19}] 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
is to make more big plays. Dec. at Atlanta (Thu.] :25 | 11-5} 415.8 (2)| 371.2 (25) | 33.8 (1) | 25.4 (27) 
Once again, everything comes down to the | PERN Nae 00 5-11 | 329.3 (26]] 342.4 (11) ] 17.2 (30) | 25.6 (28) 
pass rush. End Cameron Jordan and interior [ESP aUene) 00) 11-5] 415.8 (2}) 371.2 (25)] 338 (1) | 25.4 (27) 
linemen Nick Fairley and Sheldon Rankins |[EESSRAMETSeRTEES] 00] 9-7 | 346.4 {18)| 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (181) | 23.1 (15) 
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Oakland 
at N.Y. Giants 
Atlanta 

at San Diego 
Carolina 

at Kansas City 
Seattle 

at San Francisco 
Denver 


4-35 
13-16 
32-45 
35-34 
41-38 
0-2 
25-20 
4-23 
23-05 


at Carolina 20-23 
Los Angeles 49-21 
Detroit 13-28 
at Tampa Bay 11-16 
at Arizona 48-41 
Tampa Bay 31-24 
at Atlanta 32-38 


PASSING 
Drew Brees 4 5,208 37 15 
RUSHING ANG 1D 
Mark Ingram 
Tim Hightower 
RECENVING. 
Michael Thomas 


Coby Fleener 


Mark togram 
Travaris Cadet 
Brandon Coleman 


KICING: Wil Lute, 28-34 FGs, 49-60 PAT, 133 points 
TACKLES: Craig Robertson, 115; Vonn Bell, B7 
‘SAOKS, Cameron Jordan, 7.5; Nick Fairley, 6.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Three players tied with 2 


2016 STA 


ey 


Teain Offense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total W011 
Rushing 108.9 16 6 
Passing EVAL i 1 
Scoring, 23 2 2 
Third Down % 48.6 1 1 
Punt Returns: 96 9 6 
Kick Returns 165. aie 15 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank NEC Rank 
Total 354 27 4 
Rushing Wb 14 1 
Passing 738 32 16 
Scoring Bs 31 15 
Interceptions a Daa 3 
Sacks 0 15 


Turnover Differential §=-3 7313 


MARK INGRAM 
= 


have shown the ability to pressure the passer, but the Saints need someone to emerge as 
a double-digit sack specialist. Jordan has quietly developed into one of the NFL’ best all- 
around ends and is the anchor on the right side. He lacks the explosive first step to beat elite 
tackles off the edge but wins the battle at the line of scrimmage with textbook technique 
and powerful hands. Fairley and Rankins combined for 10.5 sacks inside. Both are terrific 
athletes with the size to anchor against the run. The Saints expect even more production 
from Rankins after he missed seven games of his rookie season with a fractured fibula. 

‘The left end spot remains a question mark. The Saints have a number of candidates on 
the roster but likely will use a committee to man the position. Alex Okafor, signed as a 
free agent in the offseason, has the ability to become an effective pass rusher but needs to 
stay healthy. The Saints are hoping he’s their end version of Fairley, a low risk/high reward 
reclamation project. Behind Okafor is reliable veteran Darryl Tapp, and a pack of young 
edge rushers, led by third-year men Hauioli Kikaha and Obum Gwacham and rookies Trey 
Hendrickson and Al-Quadin Muhammad. Kikaha has the most promise. 

Improving the linebacker corps was an offseason focus. The Saints desperately need veter- 
an Dannell Ellerbe to have an injury-free season on the weak side. When healthy, he is their 
best playmaker at the second level because of his speed and range. Craig Robertson and 
free-agent signee Manti Te’o will compete for the starting job in the middle. Both excel at 
reading offenses and getting the defense in the proper play and alignment.’The Saints added 
free agent A.J. Klein and rookie Alex Anzalone in an effort to improve their depth. Pass 
coverage has been a problem for this unit and could be again if Ellerbe can't stay on the field. 

On paper, the secondary looks like the strength of the defense, assuming the group can 
stay healthy. Safety Kenny Vaccaro is a jack-of-all trades whom Allen likes to use all over 
the field. He’s smart and fearless. Second-year free safety Vonn Bell struggled in coverage 
at times and should be much improved in Year 2. He and Vaccaro are sure tacklers. Rook- 
ie Marcus Williams and veteran Rafael Bush will factor into Allen's thre fety look in 
sub-packages. Williams has the playmaking potential the Saints have lacked in recent years. 

Cornerback Delvin Breaux hopes to return to his 2015 form after an injury-riddled 2016, 
He overpowers receivers with his size and strength in press coverage. A host of candi- 
dates will compete for the starting spot opposite him. Rookie Marshon Lattimore was the 
top-rated corner in the draft and has the athletic potential to become a lock-down pl: 
er early. PJ. Williams is a terrific athlete with excellent man-to-man cover skills. Sterling 
Moore is a savvy veteran who plays with great confidence. 


SPECIALISTS ‘The Saints hope a new coordinator and new return man inject new life 
into their moribund special teams. Bradford Banta is charged with improving the units. 
‘The 32-year-old Ginn was signed in free agency to inject juice into the return game. He 
remains a dangerous threat on returns with his breakaway speed. The Saints are confident 
Wil Lutz has solved their longstanding placekicking issues. The second-year pro is poised 
and has a powerful leg. After a shaky start, he settled down nicely and finished the season 
by converting his final 13 field goals. There are no issues in the punting game, where veteran 
‘Thomas Morstead is one of the most consistent, powerful and reliable punters in the game, 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Saints quietly believe they can follow in the footsteps of their 
division brethren, the Carolina Panthers and Atlanta Falcons, and make the leap from al- 
so-rans to champions. There is precedent here. The Saints went 7-9 and 8-8 in 2007 and 
2008, respectively, then bolted to a 13-0 start in 2009 and went on to win Super Bow! XLIV. 
Brees has compared the vibe and roster this season favorably to 2009. The team is stacked 
with young talent from three consecutive solid drafts. If the defense can stay healthy and the 
Saints can survive a brutal early schedule, they could contend for a wild card berth. 


218 ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


Peter Brou 


9 Brees, Drew 8 60 209 
10 Daniel, Chase OB 60 725 
18 Grayson, Garett 8 62 720 


‘38 Cadet, Travaris 
22 Ingram, Marke RBS) 215 


29 Kui, John Fe 60 250 
36 Lasco, Daniet RB ob] 205 
73 Murphy, Marcus RB? 195, 


78 Peterson, Advan RB bl 220 


ACQUIRED 
FASD-06 
FARIA? 


Dib 
FAGB-16 
01-16 
01-15 
FAMin-17 


ENTRY 
02-80-01 

Faas 19 
33-NO-15 
ENTRY 
FANO-IZ 
Dtb-NO-11 
FPS 
O7-NO-16 
07-NO-15 
‘DI-Min-07 


ENTRY 


RECEIVERS 
16 Coleman, Brandon WR 6-6 205 


82 Fleent Coby Te 66 BI 

Ginn Jr, Ted WR 5-11 180 
45 Grifin, Garrett TE 4 2H 
89 Hill, Josh Te 65 250 
84 Hoomanawanui, Michact TE 6-4 265 
19 Lampman, Jake WR 6-0 205 

lawrence Rashad = WR 6-2 710 
87 Lewis, Tommylee WR 5-7 168 
86 Phillips, John T 65 2 
83 Snead, Wille WR 511 1% 
85 Stoneburner, Jake TE 63 261 
13 Thomas, Michael WR 63° 212 


81 Wiliams-Lambert, Jordan WR 6-3 228 


FaNO-14 
DL-Ind-12 
O1-Mia-07 
FANO-16 
FANO-13 
5-LAR-10 
FANO-T6 
FaWas-14 
FANO-16 
Dé-Dal-09 
FACle-14 
FAGB-13 
D2a-NO-16 
FANO-16 


ENTRY 


FACNO-16 
03a-NO-13 
FAGB-14 
O5-Ai-12 
Dla-NO-15, 
7a-NO-06 
FANO-TG 
O2-Sea-09 
O3-Det-13 
ENTRY 
D5b-NO-15 
DI-Det-11 
Dba-Sea-15, 
Dta-NO-11 
02-N0-15, 
FANO-16 
FANO-16 
FANS 
Dha-Ai-13, 
(D4-NO-16 
D1-NO-16 
02-Sea-06 
FA-Buf-16 
ENTRY 
Dtb-NO-15, 
FANO-T 
FABal-09 
D5-Car-13 
FaCle-t1 
07-Oak-12 
DL-LAC-13 
ENTRY 


COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
Rutgers Fal 
Stanford Falad-16 
OhioState —FACar-17 
Ai Force fale 
labo State FAAS 
Minis TNEIS 
FeisState FA‘ 
Northwestem FAT 
Northern nis FAS 
Virginia Woden 16 
Ball State Fa 
Ohio State FAS 
OhioState 2-16 
Ball State Fab 
COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
Michigan State FA-16 
Aakansas-Pin But 033-13, 
Washington Sate FA-16 

fae 
Dials 
073-05 
FAN6 
TSea5 
Faet-17 
ACQUIRED 
50-15 
FURS 
WeSea-t8 
Diet 
15 
fA 
falb 
FAt5 
Fahl? 
04-16 
O16 
Vigna Tech ——FA-16 
Ferris State FALI6 

P COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
Clemson Obs 
Cental Washington FA-17 
Georgia TMia-15 
lowa State = FAsCar17 
North Teas —FACle-16 
Penn State FAA 
NotreDame—FALAC-I7 

ACQUIRED 
SMU Fal 
OhioState 07-16 
None FA 


‘South Carolina St. FA-Det-17 
Mississipi State FA-16 


FhJac-13 
O7b-NO-16 
FANO-IS 
FRAIL 
FACHI-6 
FANO-16 
FANO-TA 
07-18-11 
FANO-16- 
FANO-16 
FANO-17 
D5-How-11 
Fak-t 
D5c-NO-15. 
D1-NO-13 
3b-NO-15 
ENTRY 


46 Alen, Jack 1 62 2% 
72 Aumstad, Teron 1 65 30 
77Flington, John 1 65 300 
45 Kelemete,Seio 6 63 300 
15 Pea, Andis on 67 36 
‘64 Strief, Zach T 67 320 
78 Tune, Landon 1 64 35 
60 Unger, Max C 65 305 
Warford, Larry 6 63 W@W 
9 Davison yeler 1 62 9 
90 aie. Nick oT 64 8 
54 Gach, Obum OE 65 
94 Jordan, Cameron OE 64 287 
‘44 Kikaha, Hall DE 63 Ub 
LaFrance, Royce DE 63 258 
76 Loewen, Mitchell DE 65 «75 
96 Mabry, Ashaad Oo 63 3b 
Okafor, Alex DE bd 261 
93 Onyemata, David OF 64 300 
98 Rankins, Sheldon OF 62 305 
45 Ta 1 61 7 
92 Timmer, usin 1 63m 
LINEBACKERS POS HT WT 
50 Anthony Stephone—UBOG3 25 
Bight, Adam 18 5-10 230 
59 Ellerbe, Dannell Boot U5 
Alen, AJ. (B61 Uo 
52 Robertson, Craig (Bo 6-1 234 
54 Stupar, Nate B62 20 
Teo, Manti (B61 2 
DEFENSIVE BACKS _ PO: 
37 Banjo, Chis, $510 27 
48 Bell, Vonn S541 205 
‘40 Breaux, Delvin CB 61 1% 
‘% Bush, Rafael S$ Si 23 
39 Calhoun, Taveze CB 60 192 
‘Ab Crawley, Ken B61 (180 
20 Dion, Brian (B60 1% 
Gaitor, Anthony CB 5-10 182 
2) Harris, De'Vante BS 190 
30 Hans, eik Db 63 25 
Hightower, Forrest DB 5-10 186 
49 Keo, Shiloh S$ 51 208 
14 Mone, String (8 5-10 22 
2 Swana, Danian GD 1 
32 Vaccaro, Kenny Ss oo 4 
3 Williams, PJ. CB 6-0 1% 
‘SPECIALISTS 
9 Lute, Wil K BT 184 
6 Morstead, Thomas Po 64 235 


Colorado Fab 
NW Missouri Sate FAs 
Fu Fal 
TerasAQM Ab 
California [PA LTB 
San jose State FAT 
oho Fatt 
SMU ia 
Georgia Dee-15. 
Texas ee) 
Florida State 03-15 
Georgia State FA6 
SMU O09 


FABal-16 
05-NO-09 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 13 Michael Thomas 16 Brandon Coleman 
WR 83 Willie Snead Ted Ginn Jr. 

LT 72. Terron Armstead 75 Andrus Peat 

LG 75 Andrus Peat 65 Senio Kelemete 
C 60 Max Unger 66 Jack Allen 

RG Larry Warford 78 Landon Turner 
RT 64 Zach Strief Ryan Ramczyk [R] 
TE 82 Coby Fleener 89 Josh Hill 

QB 9 DrewBrees 10 Chase Daniel 
RB 22 Mark Ingram Adrian Peterson 


FB 29 John Kuhn 


DE __ Alex Okafor 44 Hav'oli Kikaha 
DT 95 Tyeler Davison 93. David Onyemata 
OT 90 Nick Fairley 98 Sheldon Rankins 
DE 9% Cameron Jordan 55 Darryl Tapp 
WLB 59 Dannell Ellerbe 54 Nathan Stupar 
MLB Manti Te‘ 52 Craig Robertson 
SLB AJ. Klein 50 Stephone Anthony 
CB‘ Marshon Lattimore [RI 25 PJ. Williams 

CB 40 Delvin Breaux 24 Sterling Moore 
SS 32 Kenny Vaccaro 30 Erik Harris 

FS 48 Vonn Bell 37 Chris Banjo 
SPECIALISTS 

K__3 WilLutz KR___ Ted Ginn Jr. 


P: 6 Thomas Morstead PR Ted Ginn Jr. 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


revauorTions cous @ 

POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
$ Rafael Bush. Detroit $___Jairus Byrd Free Agent 
0B Chase Daniel Philadelphia WR Brandin Cooks New England 
WR Ted Ginn Jr. Carolina OLB Kasim Edebali Denver 
1B AJ. Klein Carolina RB Tim Hightower ‘San Francisco 
DE Alex Okafor ‘Arizona 06 Tim Lelito Tennessee 
RB___Adrian Peterson Minnesota 

1B __Manti Teo San Diego 

G__Lamy Warford _Detroit 


SCOUTING THE SAINTS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP NEW ORLEANS “Winning one Super 
Bowl is hard, but is it fair to ask if the Saints have maximized their 
time with Drew Brees as the quarterback? Defensively, they have 
tried different coordinators, added free agents and drafted to that 
side of the football, and yet nothing has really worked. .. Sheldon 
Rankins returned from a fractured leg to total four sacks in nine 
games. ... They traded Brandin Cooks for the Patriots’ first-round 
choice and landed cornerback Marshon Lattimore and tackle Ryan 
Ramczyk in the draft... The Saints made a splash in secondary free 
agency by signing Adrian Peterson, so it appears that he has come 
to grips with the reality of being part of a backfield committee rather 
than “The Guy.’ Mark Ingram returns off his best overall season with 
1,043 yards rushing and 46 receptions. He’s still the No. 1 guy. ... The 
offensive line is suspect, and they have yet to get much out of former 
first rounder Andrus Peat, who has been below average thus far... 
Without Cooks, Brees loses a dynamic playmaker, but New Orleans 
has plenty left. Michael Thomas emerged as a rookie with 92 recep- 
tions and nine touchdowns, and Willie Snead has turned himself into 
a trusted target, too. ... They need another big year from defensive 
linemen Cameron Jordan and Nick Fairley to help their secondary. . 
The reality is that the Saints must regain their homefield advantage 
in the Superdome, where they have gone a paltry 11-13 over the 
past three seasons.” 
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NO COOKS, NO PROBLEM Fans were 
shocked when Brandin Cooks was dealt to 
the Patriots, but the Saints have proven over 
the years that the individual parts aren’t 

as important as the sum of their offense. 
The Saints have traded a slew of offensive 
stars in the Sean Payton-Drew Brees era, 
including Reggie Bush, Darren Sproles, 
Chris Ivory and Jimmy Graham, and haven't 
skipped a beat offensively. As long as Brees 
is calling the signals and Payton is calling 
the plays, the Saints offense will continue to 
rank among the league's best. 


CORNER OF CONTENTION The Saints 
desperately hope rookie Marshon Lattimore 
ends their futile run at the cornerback 
position. They seemingly have been haunted 
byit since their inception. In 50 seasons, the 
Saints have had three Pro Bowl corner- 
backs: Dave Whitsell [1967], Dave Waymer 
(1987) and Eric Allen (1995). The current 
22-year Pro Bowl drought is the longest in 
the NFL, a staggering run of futility at one of 
the game’ most important positions. 


POLY LIFE The addition of free-agent 
linebacker Manti Te’o gives the Saints seven 
players of Polynesian descent: Te’o, Michael 
Hoomanawanui, Senio Kelemete, Shiloh 
Keo, Hau’oli Kikaha, Max Unger and Larry 
Warford. The total is believed to be the high- 
est in club history. “I don’t think | have been 
on a team with so many Polys since high 
school,” Te’o says. “It’s going to be nice to 
have a lot of commonalities with people.” 
MY NEW KENTUCKY HOME Owners Tom 
and Gayle Benson have dived head-first into 
the horse racing business. The Bensons 
bought a 273-acre horse farm in Paris, Ky., 
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SAINTS IN THE DRAFT 


PLAYER 
._ Marshon Lattimore CB 6-0 193 

Ryan Ramezyk oT 6-6 310 Wisconsin. 

Marcus Williams FS 6-1 202 Utah 
._Alvin Kamara RB 5-10 214 Tennessee 
. Alex Anzalone LB 6-3 241 Florida 
._ Trey Hendrickson DE 6-4 266 Florida Atlantic 
. Al-Quadin Muhammad _DE. 6-3 253 Miami 


onto the field in sub-packages. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


and have purchased four broodmares to 
begin a breeding operation on the farm. 
Benson Farm at Greenwood Lodge effective- 
ly replaces the family ranch in Johnson City, 
Texas, as the Bensons’ get-away retreat. 


LS-WHO? LSU has more players on NFL 
rosters than any school in college football, 
but the Saints have not selected a play- 

er from the state's flagship school since 
2010. The Saints, Chiefs, Lions, Ravens and 
Redskins are the five teams not to select 
at least one LSU player since then. The 
drought has become a source of frustration 
and bewilderment for Louisiana football 
fans. “Every year there’s this question of, 
‘Are we going to draft an LSU player?” 
Saints GM Mickey Loomis says. “Well, we 
want to, | promise you we want to. There's 
been lots of guys at LSU that have been on 
our radar screen and are desired by the 
Saints. It just hasn't worked out.” 


QBS DRAFTED One of the luxuries of having 
an elite quarterback is you don’t have to 
waste draft picks on them, Since Brees 
joined the team in 2006, the Saints have 
used only two draft picks on quarterbacks: 
Sean Canfield in 2010 and Garrett Grayson 
in 2015. The Seattle Seahawks are the 

only other NFL team to invest so few draft 
picks on quarterbacks during that span. By 
comparison, the New York Jets and Denver 
Broncos have drafted eight quarterbacks 
apiece since 2006. The Saints showed inter- 
est in Jimmy Garoppolo, Jacoby Brissett and 
Patrick Mahomes in recent drafts. Payton 
said the Saints were so high on Mahomes 
they would have selected him with the No. 
11 overall pick in the draft had Lattimore not 
slipped out of the top 10. 
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Marshon Lattimore should start immediately at one corner and team with Delvin 
Breaux to give the Saints their best cornerback tandem since Jabari Greer and 
Tracy Porter roamed the Superdome. Ryan Ramczyk has the size and athletic 
ability to play left tackle but will compete with Zach Strief for the starting right 
tackle spot. Either way, he’s the eventual heir apparent. The Saints have been 
searching for a playmaker in center field, and safety Marcus Williams is a ball 
hawk who should play immediately in sub packages. The Saints believe the ver- 
satile Alvin Kamara can be the satellite back in their nickel offense, a position 
manned previously by Reggie Bush and Darren Sproles, Trey Hendrickson and 
Al-Quadin Muhammad are situational edge rushers who could work their way 


NU 


$10 KNO 


Saints opponents averaged 36.7 
yards per drive, highest in the 
NFL. 


On the other hand, the Saints 
offense averaged 38.3 yards per 
offensive drive, which ranked 
third in the NFL. 


The Saints ranked 28th in the 
NFL defensive adjusted sack 
rate, turning only 5.0 percent of 
their opponents’ pass dropbacks 
into sacks. 


MICHAEL THOMAS a 


c 


Lattimore: AP; Thomas: Peter Brouil 


TAMPA BAY 


ond 


he Bucs will face a murderers’ row of quarterbacks this season: Tom Brady, Aaron 
Rodgers and Eli Manning in addition to NFC South gunslingers Drew Brees, Cam 
Newton and Matt Ryan. 

Some may believe that that’s what gave the team the excuse to raise ticket prices 
for the second year in a row. But the truth is, the Bucs believe that quarterback Jameis Win- 
ston is more than worth the price of admission. 

If you're going to be involved in an arms race, it helps to have a prodigious young passer 
like Winston, who led his team to a 9-7 record last season, narrowly missing the playoffs by 
the third tie-breaker. It was enough to attract “Hard Knocks,” the HBO sports miniseries, 
to Tampa Bay. 

‘The Bucs engaged in a Weapons for Winston program in the offseason, adding free-agent 
receiver DeSean Jackson while drafting Alabama tight end O.J. Howard and Penn State 
receiver Chris Godwin to go with Mike Evans and Cameron Brate. 

“You want to give a young quarterback weapons to throw to,” general manager Jason 
Licht says. Mission accomplished. 


OFFENSE Evans was targeted an astounding 175 times, the most of any player in the 
league. He caught 96 passes for 1,321 yards and 12 TDs, but he won't have to carry the 
offense anymore now that Jackson and Howard are on board. 

Licht decided that the single biggest need for the Bucs was speed. “In fact, in my office 
T have it written on my grease board. It’s been there for several months now,” Licht says. 
Check that one off the list with Jackson's arrival. 

Coach Dirk Koetter has lamented the lack of “explosive” plays, which he defines as runs 
of 12 yards or more and receptions of 16 yards or more. “DeSean has averaged an explosive 
play for his career,” Koetter says. Jackson's career per-catch average is 17.7. 

“DeSean, obviously, nothing needs to be said there,” Licht says. “Everybody knows DeSean 
and what he brings to the table with his body of work over the last few years, since 2008. We're 
certainly very, very excited to have him.” 

Howard will serve more as an in-line blocking tight end who can get behind the defense. 
“First day of Senior Bowl practice in pads, Jason and I were sitting on the 35-yard line, and 
OJ. is putting on a clinic out there,” Koetter says. “After about two periods, I stood up and 
said to Jason, ‘I've seen the guy I want,’ and I walked down the stairs.” 

Brate tied for the league lead among tight ends with eight touchdown receptions, and 
with the addition of Howard, he will be free to run option routes down the seam. 

"The biggest question mark on offense is at running back. Doug Martin will miss the first 
three games serving a suspension for PEDs. The Bucs re-signed Jacquizz Rodgers, and both 
Charles Sims and Peyton Barber return. Tampa Bay used a fifth-round pick on Boise State 
running back Jeremy McNichols, who has the best hands and is the best pass protector 
among backs in this year’s draft. 
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NFC SOUTH FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


CO-CHAIRMEN: Bryan Glazer, Edward Glazer, 
Joel Glazer 

GENERAL MANAGER: Jason Licht 

DIRECTOR OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: John Spytek 
STADIUM: Raymond James Stadium (65,890) 
SURFACE: Titway 419 Bermuda Grass 
WEBSITE: www.buccaneers.com 

TIOKETS: 1-866-582-BUCS(2827) 

TRAINING CAMP: One Buccaneer Place 
{Tampa, Fla.] 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Dirk Koetter 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 9-7 

‘CAREER RECORD: 9-7 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR/WIDE RECEIVERS: 
Todd Monken 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Smith 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Nate Kaczor 
QUARTERBACKS: Mike Bajakian 
RUNNING BACKS: Tim Spencer 

TIGHT ENDS: Ben Steele 

OFFENSIVE LINE: George Warhop. 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Jay Hayes 
LINEBACKERS: Mark Duffner 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Brett Maxie 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


Winston has to cut down on his turnovers. 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


He’s had 42 in two seasons (33 interceptions Sala aaa - 
and nine lost fumbles). The Bucs expect him Opponent Record| Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
to have more time to throw the football, FAA AT MEN eed 10-6 | 3328 (24)] 382.6 (29) | 22.7 1171} 23.8 (18) 
which should help alleviate that problem. | EATVatunet Tr) 3-13 | 956.5 (15) | 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24) 
‘The plan entering training camp was to move EAN weYaNFVyiineerie} 8-8 | 315.1 (28)| 314.9 (3) | 20.4 (23) | 19.2 (6) 
guard Ali Marpet to center to make room for |W NNEIIN NACI 11-5 | 330.7 (25)] 339.7 (10) | 19.4 [261] 17.8. (2) 
J.R. Sweezy at right guard. That could lead QR RINEMINEMLTPen Mure) 14-2 | 386.3 (4)| 326.4 (8) | 27.6 [31] 15.6 (1) 
to more inside zone runs and a good screen Oct. 15 at Arizona 7-8-1 | 366.8 (9}} 305.2 (2) | 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
game with Marpet leading the way. Oct. 22 at Buffalo 7-9 | 354.1 (16]] 357.0 (19) } 24.9 (10t) | 23.3 (16) 
All those weapons in the passing game  [GEauINCETOULEY 6-10 | 343.7 (19) | 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
should help a Tampa Bay rushing attack that  /DEWNEMEGK ENGR 7-9 | 426.0 (1)| 375.4 (27) | 29.3 (2) | 28.4 (31) 
slumped to 24th in the league last season, | DU MEMNANETS 5-11 | 329.3 (26]| 342.4 (11) | 17.2 (30) | 25.6 (28) 
Opposing defenses wont be able to play as To at 11-5 | 4158 (2)| 9712 (25) | 338 (1) 254 (271 
j A i jov. 26 at Atlanta E ; f . 
ieee eight- or nine-man fronts against the PS Re Trea 10-6 | 3688 (8}| 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
; Dec. 10 Detroit 9-7 | 338.8 (21)} 354.8 [18] | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
DEFENSE ‘The Bucs retained defensive [UEaRE Me Wenen cue) 11-5 | 415.8 (2)| 371.2 (25) | 33.8 (1) | 25.4 (27) 
coordinator Mike Smith, who signed an ex- | DERNP7@IEN=tstnr 6-10 | 343.7 (19)| 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
tension after kicking the tires on some head [GERRI EEE 7-9 | 426.0 (1)| 375.4 (27) | 29.3 (2) | 28.4 (31) 
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AN 
98 JAMEIS WINSTON |Site 


Jameis Winston 
Nike Glennon 
RUSHING 
Jacquize Rodgers 


Cameron Brate 


138 
Nob 


Adam Humphries aka 
% 190 
2 341 


at Atlanta 31-24 

at Arizona 7-40, 

LA. Rams 32-37 

Denver ra 

at Carolina 4 

at San Francisco 34-17 

Oakland {ot} 4-30 

Atlanta 28-43, 

Chicago 36-10 

at Kansas City 9-17 

Seattle 4-6 

at LA. Chargers 28-21 

New Orleans 16-11 MIKE EVANS 

at Dallas 20-26 

at New Orleans 2-31 coaching jobs during the offseason. He’ll earn every cent of his paycheck after the Bucs 
Carolina 11-16 did very little in free agency or the draft to help a defense that was middle of the pack at 


best a year ago. 

Of Licht’s 26 draft picks as the team’s general manager, only eight have come on de- 
fense. This regime has clearly devoted more resources to the other side of the ball. 

Redskins free agent Chris Baker will give the Bucs some more size inside. But there's 
no new help for defensive tackle Gerald McCoy, who is 29 and entering his eighth season. 
‘The Bucs have to hope that end Noah Spence (5.5 sacks) makes a leap in his second pro 
season the way the Falcons’ Vic Beasley took off. Tampa Bay has to be excited about what 
Baker will bring to the field — 9.5 sacks, five forced fumbles and 100 tackles the past two 
years with Washington — and fans will enjoy the lighthearted personality he will bring to 
the locker room and the community. “I think I'm a fanny guy. I like to dance a lot,” says 
Baker, who signed a three-year deal worth nearly $16 million, with $9 million guaranteed. 
“But I like to win. ... 'm always that guy that plays around probably a little bit too much, 
but that’s just me. I’ve never been ultra-serious.” 

‘The biggest holes are in the secondary, Cornerback Brent Grimes will be 34. Vernon 
Hargreaves had a good second half as a rookie but recorded only one interception, After 
that, the cupboard is bare. The Bucs plan to move Ryan Smith from safety to cornerback. 
‘They also drafted Texas A&M safety Justin Evans in the second round, He's a big hitter 
who nevertheless missed a lot of tackles. The Bucs have Chris Conte and J.J. Wilcox to go 
with Keith Tandy at safety. 


KICKING: Roberto Aguayo, 22-31 Fs, 32-34 PAT, 98 Linebackers Kwon Alexander and Lavonte David should benefit from some continuity 


Points ith Mike Smith's return. 
TACKLES: Kwon Aevande, 14; Bradley MeDowald,910 Vn mens return. 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank NFCRank ‘The punting is solid behind Bryan Anger, who was signed to a three-year extension. 
Total Woh 18D “The Bucs have never been very good at returning kicks; in fact, Koetter actually prefers 
Rushing wo 4 touchbacks. 
> Fassing a aa FINAL ANALYSIS The Bucs have some momentum on their side following their play- 
E Scoring HI Ti _ 1 offs near-miss, but what will start with an appearance on Hard Knocks could end with 
E UC it eS the hard reality that the NFC South could be the toughest division in the NFL. The 
Punt Returns 92 2 8 final his Ge the ees ‘ll be filled with divisi taat willl bec 1 
E Kick Returns ike 16 final two months of the season will be filled with division games that will be extremely 
rm important to the team’s postseason hopes. Still, Winston is a special player who now has 
2 Team Defense Stat NFLRank NEC Rank a full complement of weapons. 
a Total wy “You've got the last two MVPs in our division and the last two Super Bowl teams 
3 Rusting aa (from the NFC),” Koetter says. “It's just an unbelievable, competitive division. Our guys 
3 Passing mls 29 say, Hley, this is possible because we beat those teams and then watched them make it to 
5 Scoring Bl 8 the Super Bowl, Expectations are a good thing, because if you don't have them, you're not 
Interceptions TiAl going to be around as a player or as a coach.” 
Sacks % 1 1b ‘The key this season may be whether the defense can hold up its end of the bargain. 


‘SACKS: Gerald McCoy, 7.0; Robert Ayers, 6.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Brent Grimes, 4; Keith Tandy, 4 


Tumover Differential +2 ‘113 6 


SPECIALISTS The Bucs would be the first to say that the decision to move into the 
second round and select Florida State kicker Roberto Aguayo in 2016 was a mistake. He 
made only 22-of-31 field goal attempts (league-worst 71.0 percent), and his long was a 
43-yarder. But credit Licht and Koetter for not wanting to compound a mistake. The Bucs 
seem ready to move on from Aguayo if he wobbles at all in training camp. They signed 
veteran Nick Folk, guaranteeing him $750,000. Folk would seem to have an edge with his 
experience, but Aguayo won't go down without a fight. 


‘A.10-win season and at least a wild card appearance to end a nine-year playoff drought 
appear possible. 
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2017 \ETERA 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT 
4 Gifin, Ryan B65 
14 Renfree, Sean B65 
2 Winston James B64 
RUNNING BACKS: 
43 Barbe, Peyton B51] 
26 Hicks, Quayron RB 1 
46 Johnson, Astin 62 
72 Matin, Doug RB OP 
32 Rodgers Jacquize B54 
% Sins, Bike RB S411 
Sims, Cares ABD 
oe 
Brae, Cameron Te 65 
45 Cross, Alan rE 
17 Oye  Donteeg WR 5-10 
13 Bans, Mike WR 65 
18 Huff, Josh WR 5-11 
1 Humphries, Adam WR 541 
1 Jackson DeSean WR 5-10 
16 Matin, Freie WR 60 
18 Reedy, Benard We 59 
8 Stocker, Luke Te 65 
87 Walker, Derel WR 64 
1 Westornk,Tevin 65 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN POS _HT 
61 Allen, Josh c 6 
77 Benenoch, Caleb 1 65 
6 Dotson, Demar 1 6 
0 Harrison, Janis 6 64 
8 Hanley, Joe c 6a 
45 edhe, Mike Oo 64 
14 Maret li UG b4 
4 Pamphie Kevin or 6s 
14 Smith, Donovan T 66 
62 Smith, Evan O 6 
&7 Stone, ames c #8 
73 Sweeay LR 6 65 
64 Wester Leonard 1 66 
9Y Ayers Jr, Robert 6 
90 Baker, Chis mt 62 
92 Gholstn, Wiliam bs 
94 Johnson, George UE bs 
75 Lanber,DaVonte 1 62 
98 MeCoy, Gerald 1 66 
498 Medorld, Clinton m1 62 
96 Russell, Ryan OE 65 
5b Smith, Jacuies OE 62 
57 Spence, Noah UE 62 
7) Ward, Chaming DE bs 
8 Alerander, Kwon ars) 
59 Bond, Devante B61 
54 David, Lavonte ras) 
53 Glanton, Adri ras) 
50 Kno, Jeff B62 
52 lynch, Cameron B60 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
3B Aije-Barimah, de CB 5-11 
1 Conte, Chis 8 62 
% lit, Jvien @ si 
2 Grimes, Brent 8 S10 
76 Harqeavesl Vernon CB 5-10 
39 Johnson salah S64 
17 Riggs, Coy B59 
2 Robinson, Jesh cB 5-10 
29 Smith Ryan (8 S11 
37 Tandy Keith S510 
17 Wilco, 1 Sb 
SPECIALISTS 
19 Aguayo, Roberto K éf 
9 Anger, Bryan P 6d 
49 Dellenbach, Dax is 1 
2 Folk, ick « é 
5 Sanborn, Garison (S61 


251 
WT 
m5 


uo 


N BUCCANEERS ROSTER 


OLLE ACQUIRED 
Thane WHO-15 
Duke Fa? 
Fvda State 01-15 

ACQUIRED 
‘Auburn FANG 
Georaia Aa 
Tennessee FAB 
Boise State O1b-12 
OregonState FA 
‘Mabama FA16 
WestVirginia 03-14 
ACQUIRED 
Harvard FA5 
Memphis lb 
Heidelberg ALS 
TeresAQM—L-14 
Oregon Fat 
Clemson FA 
California FAMias-17 
North Greenville FA-16 
Toledo Fats 
Tennessee Oo 
TeasgM FAL? 
Florida FA 
EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
‘UL Monroe Fab 
UCLA 05-16 
‘Southern Miss FAP 
Teas gM FAT 
un Fas 
Minis State FA 
Hobart O2b-15 
Purdue 050-4 
PennState —D2a-t5 
lidbo State ——FA-GB-16 
Temessee ou 
NCState FA Sen 16 
Missouri Western FA1b 
COLLEGE ACQUIRED 
Tennessee FALNYG-16 
Hampton Faas. 17 
Michigan State D4b-13 
Rutgers Fet-15 
Auburn FAs 
Oklahoma o0 
Memphis FaSea-th 
Pordve Fats 
Missouri WeBuf-16 
Eastern Kentucky DZa-16 
Ole Miss a 
ACQUIRED 
DIS 
Oktahoma Dba-16 
Nebraska m2 
Florida Atlantic FA-15 
Califia [PA FAT 
Syracuse Fats 
E QUIRED 
Bowling Green FAIS 
California FAIS 
Flovda State FATS 
Shippensburg FA-Mia-1é 
Florida os 
South Caroling FA-16 
NotreDome — FAl6 
ce FaMin-16 
Ni. Carolina Central 04-16 
West Virginia 06-12 
Georgia Southern FA-Dal-17 
ACQUIRED. 
Florida State D7b-16 
California Faslaclb 
Florida State FAT 
Aioona FANUAT 
Florida State FAT 


ENTRY, 
FANO-13 
O7-ALI3 
01-1845 


ENTRY 
FATB-16 
FATB-IT 
FANO-13 
Dib-18-12 
O5-AtL 11 
FaatL-16 
0318-14 
ENTRY 
FATB1G 
FATB-16 
FATB-S 
1-18-14 
OB Phi-14 
FATBAS 
D2-Phi-08 
FAAIL-TA 
FRAG 
04-18-11 
FaTen-6 
FAen-15 
ENTRY, 
FATB-1G 
05-18-16 
FAT 
O5-NY-5 
Os-AL-10 
FacMia-15 
Dzb-18-15 
Db-1B-14 
073-1815 
FAB-09 
FRAIL 
Dla-Sea-12 
FATB6 
ENTRY 
Dt-Den-09 
Faden. 09 
Déb-18-13. 
FATB-10 
FATB-16 
DI-TB-10 
O1-Cin-09 
D6-Dal-15 
FaMia-12 
Dia-1B-16 
FATBAS 
ENT! 


04-18-15 
Dia-T8-16 
0278-12 
FACar-1A 
FAIB-T 
FLAS 


ENTRY 
FATB-IS 
03-0hi-11 
FATB-16 
FAUT 
DBs 
FATB-16 
FATen-15 
O3-Min-12 
O4-TB-16 
06-18-12 
O3t-Dal-13 


02-18-16 
O3-Jac-12 
FATBA7 

D6-Dal-07 
FA-Bul-09 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


WR 11. DeSean Jackson 12. Chris Godwin (RI 
WR 13. Mike Evans 11 Adam Humphries 
LT 76 Donovan Smith 66 Leonard Wester 
LG 64 Kevin Pamphile 62 Evan Smith 

C 74 AliMarpet 68 Joe Hawley 

RG 73 J.R. Sweezy 77 Caleb Benenoch 
RT 69 Demar Dotson 64 Kevin Pamphile 
TE 84 Cameron Brate 88 Luke Stocker 
TE 80 0.J. Howard [Rl 45 Alan Cross 

QB 3 Jameis Winston 4 Ryan Griffin 

RB 22 Doug Martin 32 Jacquizz Rodgers 
DEFENSE 

DE 92 William Gholston 91 Robert Ayers 

DT 93 Gerald McCoy 98 Clinton McDonald 
DT 90 Chris Baker 75 DaVonte Lambert 
DE 57 Noah Spence 56 Jacquies Smith 
SLB 51 Kendell Beckwith (Rl 59 Devante Bond 
MLB 58 Kwon Alexander 53 Adarius Glanton 
WLB 54 Lavonte David 50 Jeff Knox 

CB 28 Vernon Hargreaves 29 Ryan Smith 

CB 24 Brent Grimes 38 Jude Adjei-Barimah 
FS 23 Chris Conte 37 Keith Tandy 

SS 27 J.J. Wilcox 21. Justin Evans [R] 
SPECIALISTS 

K 2. Nick Folk KR 15 Josh Huff 

P 9. Bryan Anger PR 10 Adam Humphries 


PLAYER MOVEMENT 


wey appmions nev Losses 

POS. PLAYER ‘2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
OT Chis Baker Washington 0B Mike Glennon Chicago 
K__Nick Folk NY.Jets $ Bradley McDougald Seattle 
WR” DeSean Jackson Washington OT Aleem Spence Det 
QB Sean Renfree Atlanta 

$1. Wilcox Dallas 


SCOUTING THE BUCCANEERS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP TAMPA BAY “The Bucs certainly look 

like a team on the rise with a young franchise quarterback in Jameis 
Winston. Now, the trick for management will be putting enough assets 
around him and constructing a defense that can compete in a division 
loaded with quality signal callers. ... Winston is exactly what most 
forecasted when he was the top choice overall in 2015. He's a classic 
pocket passer with leadership qualities that connect him to his peers 
and a player that others believe in. In order for him to reach elite 
status, he must reduce his interceptions (18 in 2016). ... Doug Martin 
will complete the remainder of his four-game suspension during the 
first three weeks of the season. Fifth-round pick Jeremy McNichols 
could surprise as a rookie. ... Tight end Cameron Brate had a breakout 
campaign in 2016 with eight touchdowns, but the Bucs received a gift 
in first-round selection 0.J. Howard. He was one of the cleanest pros- 
pects in the entire draft and should flourish with Winston. ... The club is 
very excited about the addition of DeSean Jackson and what his vertical 
speed can bring to the offense in connection to Mike Evans, who had a 
monster season last year. ... The offensive line is good enough but is a 
middle-of-the-pack unit overall. ... As long as Gerald McCoy is in the 
mix, the Tampa front will always have a chance to control the run and 
rush the passer. ... The Bucs have a set of modern game linebackers 

in Lavonte David and Kwon Alexander. Both can run and hit and tackle 
in space. ... Their secondary continues to improve and finished with 

17 interceptions last season. ... In Year 3 of the Winston era, there are 
huge expectations for a team that could reach the playoffs. But they are 
ina really tough division. No bad teams in the NFC South.” 


224 ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


Howard: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; McCoy: Tim Umphrey 
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UCCANEERS IN THE DRAFT 


Big 


PLAYER COLLEGE 
1. _0.J. Howard TE 251 Alabama! 
2. Justin Evans S 195 Texas A&M 
3._ Chris Godwin WR 209 Penn State 
3._Kendell Beckwith LB 243 LSU 
5._ Jeremy McNichols RB 214 Boise State 
7._Stevie Tu'ikolovatu NT 331 USC 


ability. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


REALITY BITES On the day that “Hard 
Knocks,” the HBO sports reality series, 
announced that the Bucs would be the fea- 
tured team in 2017, Dirk Koetter's reaction 
was reflective of most head coaches in the 
National Football League. “I like watching 
the show,” Koetter said. "I wish | wasn’t 

on it.” Koetter does not believe that “Hard 
Knocks” will be a distraction to the football 
team’s preparation for the 2017 season. 
“This is the NEL. There are bright lights,” 
Koetter says. “I look at it as it's just part of 
the deal. | think we'll be fine, There's going 
to be some stuff. It's a TV show, The real TV 
shows are Sundays in the fall. Those are the 
ones | worry about.” 


NOMADIC EXISTENCE Defensive tackle 
Stevie Tu’ikolovatu is one of the draft's more 
colorful characters. He started his college 
career in 2009 at Utah, spent three years on 
a Mormon mission, then spent two months 
living in his car with his wife in Los Angeles 
last summer after transferring to USC for 
his final season. 


TIGHTEN UP Koetter was thrilled about 
landing Alabama tight end 0.4. Howard with 
the No. 19 pick in the NFL Draft, hoping to 
continue a long history he's had of tight ends 
flourishing in his offense. “I'm the first to 
admit that | like tight ends,” says Koetter, 
who saw Cameron Brate tie for the NFL lead 
among tight ends with eight TDs last season, 
matching the Bucs’ franchise record for the 
most by a player at the position. Koetter's 


history with successful tight ends goes back 
a long way, and includes perhaps the great- 
est tight end in NFL history — Tony Gonzalez. 
He's also coached Marcedes Lewis and Zach 
Miller [at Arizona Statel, to name a few. 


FINDING HIS VOICE Wide receiver Mike Ev- 
ans expects to take a more vocal leadership 
role this season. A year ago, Evans excelled 
on the field, catching 12 touchdowns on the 
way to his first Pro Bowl. Now, with some 

of the veteran presence gone from the Bucs 
receiving corps, he understands he'll have to 
take on a different role in 2017. “I'm going to 
be a more vocal leader,” says Evans, enter- 
ing his fourth season in the league. “I always 
try to lead by example, but I'll be more vocal 
now, since V-Jax [Vincent Jackson] is gone.” 


TAKING IT PERSONALLY Bucs defensive 
tackle Gerald McCoy says he is looking for 
more fourth-quarter sacks to close out 
games this season. “I haven't done enough 
to lead this team. Simple as that,” he says. 
“If this team goes to the next level, as much 
as you need a franchise quarterback and 
those things are great, this organization, this 
team ... was built on defense. That guy in 
the middle is what makes everything roll. Of 
course, they brought up 99 (Warren Sapp] to 
me numerous times. Any dominant defense 
had a dominant guy in the middle, and 
basically, | just haven't been enough for my 
team. | won't get into the details, but | kind 
of took it personal. It’s something | need to 
address moving forward.” 


The Bucs received a gift when 0.J. Howard, a top-10 player in terms of talent and 
character, tumbled down the draft board until they selected him No. 19 overall. 
At 66", 251, he runs a 4.51 40-yard dash and can get behind the defense. But he 
also is a good blocker, rare for that position these days. More speed was added 
to the offense with Chris Godwin, who stunned scouts by running a 4.4 40-yard 
dash, and Jeremy McNichols, who was one of the best pass-catching backs in 
this draft. Tampa Bay had more needs on defense and did not address many of 
them. Justin Evans has a chance to force his way into the lineup as a starter. 
Kendell Beckwith is coming off a torn ACL and will eventually be a strong-side 
linebacker. Finally, nose tackle Stevie Tu'ikolovatu from USC enables the Bucs to 
get bigger inside and stop the run. Overall, Tampa added speed and playmaking 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Aleague-high 24 percent of the 
Buccaneers’ runs were stopped at 
or behind the line of scrimmage. 


The Bucs forced turnovers on 15.6 
percent of their defensive drives, 
the second-highest rate in the 
league. 


Just 47 percent of runs by 
tthe Bucs on third-and-short, 
fourth-and-short and goal- 
to-go achieved a first down or 
touchdown, the lowest rate in 
the league. 


GERALD MccOY 
— 
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ARIZONA 


) 


ast year’s Amazon-produced documentary on the Arizona Cardinals was entitled “All or 
Nothing.” Amazon could do a sequel this year. Suggested title: “Really Alll or Nothing,” 
Coming off a 7-8-1 season, it’s debatable whether there even is a Super Bowl win- 
dow open for the Cardinals, Carson Palmer and Larry Fitzgerald aren't getting any 
younger, and a good argument can be made that Arizona peaked two years ago when it 
reached the NFC Championship Game. 

But the Cardinals don't believe that’s the case. Otherwise, they wouldn't have signed 
32-year-old safety Antoine Bethea, 35-year-old linebacker Karlos Dansby and 42-year-old 
kicker Phil Dawson in free agency. They wouldn't have gone through seven rounds of the 
draft without picking the heir apparent to Palmer, who will be 38 when the season ends, 

‘The Cardinals are all in, knowing that Fitzgerald and Palmer are more likely than not to 
retire after the season. The question is, does Arizona have one last ran in it? 


OFFENSE ‘Two seasons ago, the offense belonged to Palmer and Fitzgerald. This year, it 
will be in the hands of running back David Johnson. And why not? Johnson is arguably the 
best all-around back in the NFL; last year he led the league with 2,118 all-purpose yards, 
Johnson is such a threat in the passing game — he caught 80 passes last year — that he is 
the team’s second-best receiver behind Fitzgerald. 

Coach Bruce Arians has said he wants Johnson to get 30 touches per game. That's all well 
and good, but there comes a point where that kind of workload could backfire on Johnson 
and the Cardinals, Ifthe often-injured Andre Ellington can't be counted on to give Johnson 
a break at times, Arians needs to find a running back who will fill that role, 

Palmer regressed in 2016, throwing 14 interceptions to go along with 26 touchdowns, but 
that’s in part because the stubborn Arians kept asking his old quarterback to take five- or 
seven-step drops behind a leaky offensive line. For Palmer to be effective, Arians has to limit 
his play calls down the field and call for more short and intermediate passes. The question is, 
will he? Arians loves to throw the deep ball, and he has the speedy receivers — John Brown, 
JJ. Nelson — to stretch defenses. But the offensive line is still a concern, particularly on the 
interior. D,J. Humphries showed last year he could handle the left tackle position, and Jared 
Veldheer, coming back from injury, could be a dominant right tackle, But Mike Tupati isn’t 
a great pass blocker, and the right guard position is unsettled. Then, too, there’s the question 
of whether the ageless Fitzgerald can have another 100-catch season. At some point the 
years will catch up to him, 

But if Palmer stays healthy ... and injuries don't decimate the line like they did last year 

.. and Fitzgerald is still Fitzgerald ... and Arians tempers his high-risk philosophy, there's 
enough talent on offense to envision a lot of 30-point Sundays. 

‘That's a lot of ifs, of course. But there's one more: If all else fails, give the ball to Johnson. 


DEFENSE For all the talk about finding 


TERE William V. Bidwill 


PRESIDENT: Michael J. Bidwill 

GENERAL MANAGER: Steve Keim 

VP, PLAYER PERSONNEL: Terry McDonough 
STADIUM: University of Phoenix 
Stadium (63,400) 

‘SURFACE: Tifway 419 Bermuda Grass 
WEBSITE: www.azcardinals,com 
TICKETS: 1-602-379-0102 

TRAINING CAMP: University of Phoenix 
Stadium (Glendale, Ariz.) 


THE COACHES 
HEAD COACH: Bruce Arians 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 41-22-1 
CAREER RECORD: 50-25-1 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Harold Goodwin 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: James Bettcher 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Amos Jones. 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/OFFENSE: Tom Moore 
QUARTERBACKS: Byron Leftwich 

RUNNING BACKS: Freddie Kitchens. 
WIDE RECEIVERS: Darryl Drake 
TIGHT ENDS: Rick Christophel 
OFFENSIVE LINE: Larry Zierlein 

DEFENSIVE LINE: Brentson Buckner 
LINEBACKERS: Bob Sanders. 

INSIDE LINEBACKERS: Larry Foote 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Nick Rapone 
CORNERBACKS: Kevin Ross. 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


Palmer's replacement in the draft, the Car~ 
dinals knew their only chance to play mean- 


2077 SCHEDULE 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 

Total Total | Scoring | Scoring 

Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
338.8 (21) | 354.8 (18) | 21.6 (20) | 22.4 (13) 
364.4 (10) | 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (8) } 24.5 (22) 
376.7 (5) | 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5) ] 19.1. (5) 
308.1 [31] | 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (27) | 30.0 (32) 
337.4 (22)| 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
346.4 (18}| 367.9 (23) | 22.1 (18t) | 23.1. (15) 
262.7 (32) | 337.0 (9) | 14.0 (32) } 24.6 (23) 
308.1 (31}] 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (27) | 30.0 (32) 
357.2 (12)| 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (18) | 18.3 (3) 
314.7 (29)| 301.3. (1) | 17.4 (28¢) | 20.5 (11) 
334.9 (23]| 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
262.7 (32) | 337.0 (9) | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) = 
358.0 (11) | 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) s 
403.4 {3)| 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) & 
330.7 (25)| 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 (2) wi 
357.2 (12) | 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (18t) | 18.3 _ (3) = 


ingful football in January was to improve the 2016 
defense. Arizona lost five defensive start- gaan Dane [Record 
ers in the offseason, including two starting feet 10 at Detroit ii 9-7 
defensive backs and franchise icon Calais Sa aUMELUUNELEITS alae 
C Pee Sept.25 Dallas (Mon.) 8:30 | 13-3 
ampbell up front. It was no surprise, then, : 

; Bam Oct. 1 San Francisco 4:05 | 2-14 
that the Cardinals spent their first two draft ; 

2 a i Oct. 8 atPhiladelphia 1:00| 7-9 
picks on defensive players, linebacker Haa~ Fa EEE er 405 | 927 
son Reddick and safety Budda Baker. Both [77 PEMW NEEM 1:00 | 4-12 
should play immediately, if not start. BYE 

Reddick will complement Chandler Jones XQWEEMETSERI eGo) 4:05 | 2-14 
and Markus Golden to give Arizona one of JX RYaEIEEECAUCLGT®) 8:25 f10-5-1 
the best pass rushes in the league. Jones and [XO at Houston 1:00} 9-7 
Golden both had double-digit sacks last year, [ENE 4:25 | 3-13 
and the presence of Reddick as a third-down | LEKI SETOES 4:25 | 4-12 
blitzer should be a nightmare for opposing | DESRUREDEES= 4:05 | 9-7 
qlarrechacks, Dec. 17_at Washington 1:00 | 8-7-1 

But will the Cardinals be able to stop the /RESHAMDNASENTES 4:25] 11-5 
fone Dec. 31 at Seattle 4:25 [10-5-1 


Campbell was a beast up front, often 
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New England 
Tampa Bay 

at Buffalo 
LA. Rams 

at San Francisco 
NY. Jets 
Seattle (ot) 
at Carolina 
San Francisco 
at Minnesota 
at Atlanta 
Washington, 
at Miami 
New Orleans 
at Seattle 

at LA. Rams 


Carson Palmer 
Drew Stanton 

RUSHING 

David Johnson 


Kerwynn Williams 
RECEIVING 


Lary Fitzgerald 
David Johnson 
John Brown. 
Jermaine Gresham: 
J.J. Nelson 
Darren Fells 


106 points 


with 3 


2016 {Al 


Turnover Differential 0 


ii 


21-23 
40-7 
18-33 
13-17 
33-21 
28-3 
6-6 
20-30) 
23-20 
14-30 
19-38 
31-23 
23-26 
41-48 
34-31 
4h-b 


SSS SiEss 


KICKING: Chandler Catanzaro, 21-28 FGs, 43-47 PAT, 


TACKLES: Tony Jefferson, 96; Deone Bucannon, 91 
‘SACKS: Markus Golden, 12.5; Chandler Jones, 11.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Marcus Cooper, 4; Two players tied 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 366.8 9 6 
Rushing 108.218 8 
Passing 258.5 9 § 
Scoring Mi 65 
Third Down % 407 14 8 
Punt Returns: 61 12915 
Kick Returns. NB 16 8 
Team Defense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 305.2 2 1 
Rushing 94.9 9 6 
Passing 203 4 2 
Scoring 6 14 8 
Interceptions 4 12 Tb 
Sacks 48 i 1 


CARSON PALMER 


taking on two blockers and freeing up space for Arizona's linebackers to make plays. Arizo- 
na has to hope second-year pro Robert Nkemdiche, who was a bust as a rookie, has grown 
up and is ready to tap into his potential. If not, the Cardinals could be vulnerable to teams 
with a strong line and running game. 

‘The other big question is at cornerback, where either Justin Bethel or Brandon Williams 
will line up opposite Patrick Peterson, Because teams rarely throw at Peterson, the other 
corner gets a lot of work, and neither Bethel nor Williams has proven to be up to that 
responsibility yet. 

‘The Cardinals should be able to withstand the loss of safety Tony Jefferson in free agency, 
because Tyrann Mathieu finally has had an offseason in which he’s not rehabilitating from 
an injury, and Bethea, while up there in years, can still play effectively. The drafting of Baker 
also will allow the Cardinals to limit Bethea’s snaps so he doesn’t wear down over the course 
of the season. 

Perhaps the most important addition defensively was the signing of linebacker Dansby, 
now a Cardinal for the third time. Although the Cardinals have some vocal leaders, no one 
on the defense seemed to be able to hold others responsible last year. Dansby, who has the 
respect of everyone in the locker room, will have no trouble making sure his teammates are 
accountable and putting the work in. 


SPECIALISTS ‘The Cardinals special teams were, in a word, disastrous last season. The 
kicking game, the return game, coverage teams — there was little that went well, and it 
became such a problem that one of the biggest stories to emerge was Arians’ refusal to fire 
special teams coach Amos Jones, a longtime friend. 

‘At least Arizona didn't sit still in the offseason and just hope things would get better. It 
said goodbye to placekicker Chandler Catanzaro and signed the 42-year-old Dawson, who 
made 85.7 percent of his field goals last year. The tradeoff: Dawson doesn't have as strong a 
leg as Catanzaro — Dawson was 8-of-11 on tries 40 yards or longer, and he had just four 
touchbacks last season, the lowest number of any regular kicker, 

Don't be surprised if the Cardinals look for a punter as the summer rolls on, In his three- 
game tryout last season, Matt Wile averaged a net 37.5 yards per kick and had a punt 
blocked. For a team with Super Bowl aspirations, a dependable punter is a must, and right 
now there’s not one on the roster. 

‘The kickoff return game should be stronger with the addition of sixth-round draft choice 
TJ. Logan, who averaged 32.9 yards per return for North Carolina last year and took two 
to the end zone. Logan didn't return punts at North Carolina, however, so that job likely 
will again fall to Peterson, Peterson once was a dynamic threat — he returned four punts 
for touchdowns in 2011 — but last year he averaged just 6.2 yards per return with a long of 
17. The Cardinals would be better served finding a bigger threat with the ball in his hands. 


FINAL ANALYSIS A lot of the Cardinals’ wounds in 2016 were self-inflicted, particularly 
on special teams. Had a couple of field goals gone in, Arizona might have snuck into the 
playoffs as a wild card. But that doesn't mean a few roster changes have solved all of the 
team's problems. There was a sense of entitlement and a lack of physicality on last year’s 
team. That has to change. Palmer has to play better. Fitzgerald has to continue to ward off 
the calendar: The defense has to be dominant, and not just play well in spurts. Is all of that 
possible? Sure, It’s not a stretch to envision the Cardinals winning 10 or 11 games and 
putting themselves in position for a deep playoff run. But you can make just as convincing 
an argument that the window has slammed shut. The best guess: A nine- or 10-win season 
— assuming Palmer stays healthy. 
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2017 \EIERAN CARDINALS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT_WT_EXP. COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 


4 Dysert Zac 8 63 723) 2 MamilOH) = FAL16 OF-Den-13 
3 Palmer, Carson 8 65 25 14 USC F-lok-13—D-Cin-03 
5 Stanton, Drew 08 63 24310 Michigan State FA-nd-13.—_Oza-Det-07 
RUNNING BACKS. POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
38 Elington, Ande R59 19 4 Clemson Déb-13———DbbA-13 
31 Johnson, David RE 1 22k «2 Northerntowa 3-15 03-A-16 
3 Pen laa RR 62 73h 1 daha FAG Fai-16 
33 Willams, Keron BB 1983 UtahState FAA Or-nd-13 
RECEIVERS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTR' 
8 Bind, Harvey WR 6-0 1851 Lindenwood FA-17 
13 Bown, Jaron WR 6-2 5h Clemson Fata ; 
12 Brown, John WR 511 179 9 Pttshug State D314 OSb-AN-14 
18 Bundy, Marquis WR 64 718 1 NewMevico —FALT6 Fit 
3 Dobson, Aaron WR 6-3 05 3 Marsal ia OL-NE-T3 
11 Fitgea, Lary WR 63° 218 13 Pittsbugh 01-04 O-A-B4 
10 Golden, Bittan WR 5-11 186 3 West Texas ABM. FA-13 r 
4 Gresham, Jemmaine = TE 6-5 240.7 Oklahoma fab OV-Cin-10 
17 Hal, Marvin WR 5-10 190 1 Washington FAL 
19 Huber, Chris WR 59 17 1 Fayetovle State FA-16 
80 Momah, ean Te 67 7% 2 BastonColege FAL 
14 Nelson J We 510 160 2 UAB 80-15 
817 Wika, Toy Te 66 27 4 WoteDame 02-14 O7-Ai-16 
18 Ross, Jeremy WR G0 2155 California Fat FANET 
89 ales, Hakeem TE 65 260 1 Monmouth = FAL Fait 
7 Bergstrom, Tony C65 30 5 (Utah FHou-l? —03-0ak-12 
70 Boehm, Eran SIC 6-3 301 Missouri 04-16 D6-Ai-b 
Ds T 65 32 Flovida 1-15 D-Ai5 
G65 37 Maha FASES —OIb-SF-10 
75 Sohn, ick T 65 3 3 GenmiaState = FATE T-Ind-14 
71 Johnson, Kaleb G64 001 Rutgers Fab FA Bal-15 
62. Munyer, Danial C6 61 305 1 Colorado ia FLKC-15 
63 Price, Givens T 4 301 Nebraska Fab FAR 
53 Shipley, AD C 61 307 5 PemStale —FAsnd-15D7-Pit-09 
81 Toner Cole 6 65 3 1 Harvard D5b-16——_Dbb--16 
6 Neldheer, Jared T 68 32 7 fillsale FaDak-14 D+ 0ak-10 
73 Wetel, Jon GT 6-7 328 1 Boston College FA-15 FAOak-13 
98 Gute, Rodney DE 6-5 305 2 Delaware State 4-15 Dea 
47 Maur, Josh DE 6-6 282 3 Stanford Fath FAIA 
90 Nhemviche, Robert = «DE 6-4 7961 ‘leMiss ors D-Aie6 
98 Peters, Carey OT 63 57 Kentucky PALS OBe-Al-10 
72 Pie, Olsen oT 65 831 Miami FAB FaChi-15 
92 Rucker, Fostee 7 63 7a 1 Use Fad D3-Cin-06 
91 Stinson, Ed DE 64 787 3 Alabama 065-14 its 
94 Witiams, Xavier NT 6-2 3092 Northern lows FA-15 FAN 
LINEBACKERS POS _HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
20 Bucannon, Dene WB 61 2113 Washinglon State 01-14 OIA 
56 Capi Cap B63 291 Aton Fab Fhlac-15 
54 Dansby, Kros (B63 2511 Abum Fain 17 DLAI 
5 Fua, lai B65 2 2 BU Fab Fah 
44 Golden, Markus 1B 63 2602 Missou 0215 D2-A-t8 
52 Gooden, Zaviar 1B 2319 Missouri Fats 03-Fen-13 
55 Jones, Chandler 1B 65 265 5 Syracuse TENS DL-NE2 
99 Jones Janis 1B 6-2 25 4 Georgia FAPILIT DLP 
0 Marin, Gabe 18 6-2 736 1——Bowling Green FAB Fai-16 
96 Marin, Kareem (8 6-6 7729 NorthCarlng§—D3a-T4 Oa 
8 Wright I, Scooby B60 Ut Avion Fab 7-016 
DEFENSIVE BACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
41 Bethea, Antoine $ S11 26 11 Howard FASFIT—Obtnd-06 
28 Bethel, ustin (B60 200 5 —Presyteran = Dba-t2—=——Dba-A-12 
39 Buk, Elie (B61 51 Calgay fab FAi-16 
77 Branch, Tyron S60 210 9 —Conmectcut —FALKC-16——Di- Oak 08 
4 aril, Tevon DB 6-0 195 1 SWOklahomast. FA-16 Feit 
32 Mathie, Tyann S$ 59 1% 4 ISU 03-0 O3-Ar-13 
3 Miller, Haran CB GD 182 1 SE Louisina Dot Ob-Ai6 
1 Peterson Patrick G1 m6 St ott DIA 
26 Willams, Brandon = CB 6-070. Texas ARM 03-14 O3-Ai-16 
29 Tam, Ronald (8 5-10 17% — 1 Western Michigan. FA-16 FAi-16 
SPECIALISTS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
46 Brewer, Aaron 1S 65 292 5 SanDlegoState FA-16 FAlDen-12 
4 Dawson, Phil K 511 200 18 Texas FASFIT ——FAAOak 9B 
4 Leone, Richie P63 216 1 Houston flr FABal-14 
4 Wil, Matt P62 051 Michigan Fab Far 15 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
WR 11 Larry Fitzgerald 14 J.J. Nelson 
WR 12 John Brown 10 Brittan Golden 
WR 13. Jaron Brown 16 Chad Williams (R] 
LT 74 DJ. Humphries 69 Will Holden (R) 
LG 7 Mike lupati 70 Evan Boehm 
C 53 AQ. Shipley 70 Evan Boehm 
RG 64 Dorian Johnson (R) 61. Cole Toner 
RT 68 Jared Veldheer 73 John Wetzel 
TE 84 Jermaine Gresham 87 Troy Niklas 
QB 3 Carson Palmer 5 Drew Stanton 
RB 31. David Johnson 38 Andre Ellington 
DEFENSE 
DE 90 Robert Nkemdiche 91, Ed Stinson 
NT 98 Corey Peters 94 Xavier Williams 
DE 95 Rodney Gunter 97 Josh Mauro 
OLB 55 Chandler Jones 93. Jarvis Jones 
ILB_ 56 Karlos Dansby 43. Haason Reddick (R] 
ILB_ 20 Deone Bucannon 50 Gabe Martin 
OLB 44 Markus Golden 96 Kareem Martin 
CB 21 Patrick Peterson 34 Harlan Miller 
CB 26 Brandon Williams 28 Justin Bethel 
SS 41. Antoine Bethea 27. Tyvon Branch 
FS 32 Tyrann Mathieu 36 Budda Baker [R] 
SPECIALISTS 
K__4 Phil Dawson KR 22 TJ, Logan 
Pp 6 Matt Wile PR_21 Patrick Peterson 
PLAYER MOVEMENT 
Kev anorrions € Kertosses @ 
POS, PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS, PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
$ Antoine Bethea San Francisco DE Calais Campbell ___Jacksonille 
1B Karlos Dansby Cincinnati CB Marcus Cooper Chicago 
Phil Dawson San Francisco $ Tony Jefferson Baltimore 
(B Kevin Minter Cincinat 


$ 


SCOUTING THE CARDINALS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP ARIZONA “In what proved to be a very 
frustrating 2016, Arizona failed to meet expectations when it lost a 
hard-fought opener to New England and never won more than two 
games in a row. ... Carson Palmer actually played at a high level 
last year. But he is not mobile, and durability at his age is the worry. 
... Reports say the Chiefs jumped them in the first round for Texas 
Tech's Patrick Mahomes, so the quarterback of the future is not on 
the roster right now. ... David Johnson is a fantasy owner's dream, 
but what a player in real life. He accounted for 2,118 yards rushing 
and receiving, plus 20 touchdowns. ... This offense does not feature 
the tight end, but Jermaine Gresham did grab 37 passes. ... Larry 
Fitzgerald has adapted beautifully as he has aged and is now the 
short and intermediate specialist for Palmer as they connected 107 
times in 2016. ... Center A.Q. Shipley plays better than he looks, and 
left tackle Jared Veldheer is more than functional on the blindside. 
Tackle D.J. Humphries has been a liability so far, and they drafted 
Pittsburgh's Dorian Johnson to bolster their interior line depth. ... 
They got one assist in five games from Robert Nkemdiche. ... Deone 
Bucannon is an active defender, but he can get exposed in the run 
game. ... First-round draft pick Haason Reddick brings a package 
of speed and versatility to the mix. He should make an impact right 
away. ... Arizona drafted Budda Baker from Washington to help 
replace Tony Jefferson. ... Patrick Peterson and Tyrann Mathieu set 
the tempo in the back end. ... Keeping Palmer upright is the key for 
them to get back to the playoffs, but | don’t see the Cardinals being 
a legitimate contender for the Super Bowl.” 
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BACK TO BASICS Some deemed Arizona's 
training camp last year “Camp Cupcake” 
because the team, in an effort to keep its 
players healthy, did little hitting. But that 
will change this season. Bruce Arians, upset 
with the team’s lack of physicality last year, 
already has said there will be more empha- 
sis on tackling. But that's a double-edged 
sword. In doing so, particularly with an 
older team, will Arians run the risk of losing 
players before the games begin? 


TRAVELING MAN Wide receiver Larry Fitz- 
gerald doesn’t sit still in the offseason. He's 
visited 93 countries and all seven continents. 
So it made some sense this past offseason 
when Fitzgerald started his own travel 
company, Nomad Hill, which is “dedicated 
to creating life-changing experiences for 
our guests.” Fitzgerald, who has been to the 
Kremlin and surfed volcanoes in Nicaragua, 
still has one place in the world he'd like to 
see: "| haven't gone to space yet,” he says. 
“That's definitely on my bucket list. 
ARIANS’ FUTURE Retirement often comes 
up in conversations about Fitzgerald and 
Carson Palmer, but there’s also some ques- 
tion as to how long Arians wants to coach. 
Arians will be 65 this October, and he had 
some health issues in 2016. He was hospi- 
talized in the preseason with stomach pains 
and in the regular season with chest pains. 
Arians loves to coach, and he has an ideal 
partner in general manager Steve Keim, but 
65 is 65. Something to keep an eye on. 
START LINE, FINISH LINE The Cardinals” 
success in 2017 — or lack of it — will have a 
lot to do with how they manage the first part 


230 
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PLAYER POS 


COLLEGE 


THE DRAFT 


Haason Reddick 6-1 237 

Budda Baker 5-9 195 Washington 
Chad Williams 6-0 207 Grambling 

Dorian Johnson 6-5 300 Pittsburgh 
._ Will Holden. 6-7 311 Vanderbilt 
._T.J. Logan RB 5-10 181 North Carolina 
._ Rudy Ford S 5-11 205 Auburn 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


of their schedule and the last. Arizona opens 
with road games at Detroit and Indianapolis 
before coming home to face Dallas. The final 
three games: at Washington, vs. New York 
Giants, at Seattle. 


LOOK TOWARD CHICAGO A lot of people 
believe the Cardinals will have to find their 
quarterback of the future in the 2018 draft. 
But that may not be the case. Arizona has 
tong admired Mike Glennon, who is now 
keeping the seat warm in Chicago for Mitch 
Trubisky. If Glennon becomes available in 
the offseason, don’t be surprised if Arizona 
makes a run at him. 


LONDON BOUND The Cardinals will play the 
Los Angeles Rams in London on Oct. 22, and 
perhaps the most interesting take on the 
trip comes from tackle D.J. Humphries. “I've 
never been out of the country. I'm really ex- 
cited about that,” Humphries says. “| heard 
all the food is way better. A lot of stuff that's 
banned over there we just put in our food. 
People are telling me the yolk in their eqgs 
are orange. I'm like, ‘Really?’ | can’t wait to 
get over there and get some eggs.” 


LOUD AND PROUD Karlos Dansby might be 
at the end of his playing career — 35-year- 
old linebackers generally don't hang around 
for long — but he was an important addition 
in the offseason. Leadership was an issue 
for the Cardinals last season, and Dansby, 
who is in his third go-round in Arizona, isn’t 
afraid of making his voice heard. He will also 
serve a vital role in mentoring first-round 
draft pick Haason Reddick, who, ironically, 
likely will eat away at some of Dansby's 
playing time. 


ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


Unlike the past two seasons, when the Cardinals got little from their first-round 
picks, the team is expecting a lot from its selections. The Cardinals drafted pro- 
ductive players who also fit their needs. Haason Reddick, a former walk-on at 
Temple, will immediately be used in nickel packages — which Arizona employs a 
majority of the time — as a pass rusher off the edge. Budda Baker could step in 
and start given that Arizona lost two safeties in Tony Jefferson and D.J. Swear- 
inger. Chad Williams can run well, but he'll play because of his size; other than 
Larry Fitzgerald, the Cardinals have a bunch of small, speedy receivers, Dorian 
Johnson has a chance to start at right guard, but even if he doesn’t, he'll be used 
as depth at both guard spots. Will Holden, a three-year starter at Vanderbilt, 
raised his profile during the postseason circuit. 


BERS T0 KN 


The Cardinals ranked third in the 
NFL in defensive Adjusted Sack 
Rate, sacking opposing quarter- 
backs on 75 percent of their pass 
attempts. 


The Cards allowed a league-low 
5.6 passes and 24.0 receiving 
yards per game to running backs. 


Arizona's offense finished 23th 
in pressure rate, allowing their 
quarterback to be hurried on 29.5, 
percent of passing snaps 


NALS 


CARD! 


Reddick: Andy Lewis/Icon Sportswire via Getty Images; Fitzgerald: W. E. Smith Ill 


week before the Rams won their only Super Bowl in 1999, Sean McVay celebrated 
his 13th birthday. Now, 18 years later — and after an ugly half-decade under coach 
Jeff Fisher — the keys to the franchise have been turned over to McVay. At 31, he'll 
be the youngest coach in NFL history. 

"That may raise red flags for some, but for the Rams, McVay’s youth was only a footnote 
on an impressive résumé, which includes turning the Redskins into an offensive force as 
coordinator and grooming Kirk Cousins into a quality NFL starter. 

In Hollywood, though, the wunderkind coach will need to orchestrate a masterpiece if he 
hopes to turn around a Rams offense that, by every possible measure, was a complete flop. 

Could this be the start of an epic comeback story? McVay has a young leading man to 
groom in quarterback Jared Goff and a former Offensive Rookie of the Year to lean on in 
running back Todd Gurley, He'll have a talented defense and one of the game's best coordi- 
nators in Wade Phillips. But the uncertainties are unending, and with such a young coach, 
it’s fair to wonder how many growing pains lie ahead in 2017. 


OFFENSE In 2016, Los Angeles’ new NFL team truly scraped the bottom, ranking dead 
last in the NFL in yards per game (262.7). After a breakout rookie season, Gurley stalled. 
"The line regressed, giving up the second-most sacks in the league (49). The quarterback on 
which the franchise's future was mortgaged proved underwhelming at best. 

Out of such darkness, however, McVay apparently sees a silver lining, Call it youthful 
delusion, if you must, but McVay has at least made it clear that decisions are made with his 
quarterback in mind — a concept that somehow eluded Fisher, 

Already, Goff is better situated under McVay. The Rams signed All-Pro left tackle An- 
drew Whitworth, who allowed just four sacks in his past three seasons, to protect Goff’s 
blindside and veteran center John Sullivan to add experience up front. 

Still, the cupboard is awfully bare. Adding reliable intermediate receiver Robert Woods 
helps in an offense that demands such qualities. But without last year’s leading wideout 
Kenny Britt, who left for Cleveland, the Rams must hope Tavon Austin realizes his Swiss 
‘Army Knife potential, Austin will be challenged to diversify his route tree, and for a wideout 
who has never reached 510 yards receiving, the jury is out on his role. 

‘The better bet to improve is Gurley, who must adjust to McVay’s zone-blocking scheme. 
If he does, he should have more room to run — his 3.2 yards per carry were downright 
depressing last season — but a repeat of his rookie campaign, which benefited from unpre- 
dictable, long-distance touchdowns, is unlikely. If Lance Dunbar produces as a third-down 
receiving back, Gurley’s role could be reduced. 

Could a new playmaker emerge? Second-year leaps from tight end Tyler Higbee and 
wideout Pharoh Cooper are possible. Of anyone on the roster, Higbee should benefit most 
from the switch to McVay’s vertical offense, which turned tight end Jordan Reed into a 
star, Toss in rookies Cooper Kupp and Josh 


NFC WEST FORECAST 


THE ORGANIZATION 


OWNER/CHAIRMAN: E. Stanley Kroenke 
EXECUTIVE VP OF FOOTBALL OPERATIONS/COO: 
Kevin Demoff 

GENERAL MANAGER: Les Snead 

DIRECTOR OF PLAYER PERSONNEL: Taylor Morton 
STADIUM: Los Angeles Coliseum (93,000) 
‘SURFACE: Santa Ana Bermuda Grass 
WEBSITE: www.therams.com 

TICKETS: 1-818-338-0011 

TRAINING CAMP: UC Irvine [Irvine, Calif.) 


THE COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Sean McVay 

RECORD WITH TEAM: 0-0 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt LaFleur 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Wade Phillips 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: John Fassel 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/LINEBACKERS: Joe Barry 
‘QUARTERBACKS: Greg Olson 

RUNNING BACKS: Skip Peete 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Eric Yarber 

TIGHT ENDS: Shane Waldron 

OFFENSIVE LINE: Aaron Kromer 

DEFENSIVE Li ill Johnson. 
CORNERBACKS: Aubrey Pleasant 
‘SAFETIES: Ejiro Evero 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


Reynolds, and the pipe dream of a function- 

ees 2077 (|| croc 
Ultimately, it’s Goff’s developmentin Year PARSSST Tien Time |Record} Offense | Detense | Offense | Oetense 
2 that will decide the Rams’ fate. After just FROMTNinenetn ta 4:05 8-8 | 364.4 (10)] 382.9 (30) | 25.7 {8} | 24.5 (22) 
seven starts, it's too early to offer a verdict EVEN einen 4:25 | 8-7-1 | 403.4 (3}] 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 (19) 
on his future. If Whitworth can anchor the EPA Eetyseiere dunn) 8:25 | 2-14 | 308.1 (31)| 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (27) | 30.0 (32) 
line from the left, Greg Robinson can turn [ERE AUPE ATES 1:00 | 13-3} 376.7 (5)| 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (5)] 19.1 15) 
his disappointing career around on the right Wey Eyes 4:05 |10-5-1 | 357.2 (12]| 318.7 (5) | 22.1(18t) | 18.3 (3) 
side, Gurley can establish the run again and Oct. 15 at Jacksonville 4:05 | 3-13 | 334.9 (23) 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
the new offense clicks, the opportunity will [EEN carer gemriiehe ras 1:00|7-8-1| 366.8 (9)] 305.2 {2)| 26.1 (6) 22.6 (14) 
be there for Goff to succeed. BYE - wa Rae ii 
* 5 at N.Y. Giants 1:00 | 11-5 | 330.7 (25}| 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 [2] 
DEFENSE When McVay was hired in 12 Houston 4.05] 9-7) 314.7 (29)] 3013 {1)| 17.4 (2et! | 205 (11) 
January, he understood the need to balance 19 at Minnesota 1:00] 8-8 315.1 (28) 3149 (3) | 20.4 (23) | 19.2 (6) 
his youth and inexperience with a veteran 26 New Orleans 4:05) 7-9 | 426.0 (1]] 375.4 (27) | 29.3 (2) | 28.4 (31) 
voice on defense. Enter Phillips, the architect 3 atArizona 4:25) 7-8-1 | 366.8 (9}] 305.2 (2) | 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
of the Broncos’ Super Bowl-winning defense 10 Phitadelphia 4:25| 7-9 | 337.4 (22)} 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
from 2015 and one of the most respected de- 17 atSeatile 4:05 |10-5-1 | 357.2 (12)] 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (181) | 18.3 {3} 
fensive minds in the league. Phillips’ arrival 24 at Tennessee 1:00] 9-7 | 358.0 (11]} 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) 
means a switch from a 4-3 defense to a 3-4. 31_San Francisco 4:25| 2-14 | 308.1 1311] 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (27) | 30.0 (32) 
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Peter Brouillet 


at San Francisco 
Seattle 

at Tampa Bay 
at Arizona 
Buffalo 

at Detroit 

NY. Giants 
Carolina 

at NY. Jets 
Miami 

at New Orleans 
at New England 
Atlanta 

at Seattle 

San Francisco 
Arizona 


PASSING 


Case Keenum 
Jared Goff 


ATT COMP YDS 


Todd Gurley 


Tavon Austin 
Benny Cunningham 
RECEIVING 


Kenny Britt 
Tavon Austin 
Lance Kendricks 
Todd Gurley 
Brian Quick 


0-28 
9-3 
37-32 
W-3 
19-30 
28-31 
10-17 
10-13 
9-6 
10-14 
21-49 
10-26 
14-42. 
3-24 
2-22 
6-44 


KICKING: Greg Zuerlein, 19-22 FGs, 23-23 PAT, 80 


paints 
TACKLES: Alec Ogletree, 196; Mark Baron 118 
SACKS: Aaron Donald, 8.0; Wiliam Hayes, 6.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Four payers tied wth 2 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 26027 32 16 
Rushing 18:2 31) 1b 
Passing 1844 31 16 
Scoring WO 2 16 
Third Down % 315 32 1b 
Punt Returns 15 22 2 
Kick Returns: 23.9 6 3 
Team Defense Stat NFL Rank NFC Rank 
Total 337.0 4 4 
Rushing me 1% 9 
Passing 233.210 5 
Scoring Ub 2B all 
Interceptions 10 123 oT 
Sacks 3 Th 14 


Turnover Differential -11 28 1 


AARON DONALD 


But while scheme changes often incite panic, Phillips has maintained that he’ll take ad- 
vantage of his personnel’s strengths. Up front, there are still plenty of those to exploit. 

Ina scheme that turned Malik Jackson into a dominant force in Denver, All-Pro 3-tech 
tackle Aaron Donald may steal the crown as the NFL's best defensive player this season. 
Donald has 28 sacks in three seasons and should only improve with Phillips calling the 
shots. If he can stay healthy, Robert Quinn, a former Pro Bow! defensive end making the 
switch to 3-4 outside linebacker, could join him atop the league, thriving in the role De- 
Marcus Ware once filled under Phillips. Rushing from the other outside linebacker spot, 
Connor Barwin should prove to be a bargain addition after playing out of position in Jim 
Schwartz’s Eagles defense. As recently as 2014, Barwin had 14.5 sacks, and if he can offer 
another pass-rushing threat, the Rams defensive front could be ferocious. 

Inside, the speed and athleticism of Alec Ogletree and Mark Barron offer tantalizing 
versatility as well. Ogletree, in a contract year, could be on his way to a huge season, if he’s 
able to iron out some of the over-aggressive mistakes that have plagued his first four years 
in the league. 

‘The secondary is where the lion's share of questions remain. Trumaine Johnson was 
franchise tagged for a second straight season, despite taking a few steps backward in 2016, 
and in Phillips’ scheme, which relies on press-man corners, the slower Johnson could 
struggle. Beyond Johnson, the situation is even more bleak. The Rams signed Kayvon 
Webster, previously in Denver, to add more competition to a less-than-stellar cornerback 
group, but he’s never proven to be a starting-caliber player. To make up for the loss of 
safety TJ. McDonald, the Rams plan to move hard-hitting nickel back Lamarcus Joyner 
to the position, leaving new, pint-sized nickel back Nickell Robey-Coleman to step in for 
him. EJ. Gaines could bounce back from consecutive injury-riddled seasons, but he’s no 
sure thing ina new scheme. 

A dominant front can make up for a weak back end, though. A new, more evolved 
scheme can help cover up vulnerabilities. And with Phillips at the helm, the Rams can rest 
assured that the defense is at least in the right hands. 


SPECIALISTS The Rams promised to bring in competition for once-struggling kicker 
Greg Zuerlein last summer but never followed through on their threat. Their inaction 
proved prescient, as Zuerlein bounced back in a big way, converting 86 percent of his 
kicks — up 20 percentage points from 2015. Whether the offense will give him enough 
opportunities is the real question. 

‘As sad as it sounds, punter Johnny Hekker might have been the Rams’ most dangerous 
offensive weapon last season. Hekker set the NFL record for punts inside the 20 last 
season — a record that says as much about the Rams stalling offense as it does Hekker’s 
punting prowess. Still, he’s arguably the best punter in the game. 

‘The return game is the only special teams group in flux. Do-everything returner Benny 
Cunningham signed with Chicago, which should give Cooper or Dunbar a chance to 
carve out a role. The team will likely cycle through several returners before settling on one. 


FINAL ANALYSIS It’s hard to imagine that things could possibly get worse for the 
Rams than their dismal 1-11 finish last season, and with a new coaching staff and new 
philosophy in place, the team will almost certainly improve on its 4-12 record, assuming 
the careers of young offensive cornerstones Goff and Gurley don't go down in flames. 
‘That said, there are no delusions of grandeur in Year 1 of the McVay era. Competing for a 
playoff spot is possible but unlikely. Measured progress is what's important now. Without 
any, general manager Les Snead’s days in L.A. could be numbered. 
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2017 VETERAN RAMS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS POS, HT_WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
16 Goff, Javed 08 64 215 1 California 0-16 DI-LAR-16 
14 Mannion, Sean 08 6-6 7331 OregonState —Dab-15, 3b-LAR-16 
12 Murray, Aaron 08 61 2072 Georgia FANT FAKC-14 
RUNNING BACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
39 Brown, Malcolm RE 5-1 72h 1 Texas FANG FACLAR TS 
75 Dunbar, Lance RB 5-8 195 orth Texas, = FA‘Dal-17—FADal-12 
46 Green, Aaron RB 5-1 705 1 TCU FANG FALARAG 
30 Gurley Todd RE bl 22 Georgia Di-5 O1-LAR IS 
45 Laskey, Zach FR 4-2 728 1 Georgia Tech = FAAS. FALARAS 
RECEIVERS POS _HT_WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY. 
17 Austin, Tavon WR 5:8 176 4 WestViginia§—‘Dla-19 Dia-tAR-13 
10 Cooper, Pharoh WR 5-11 207 1 South Carolina Ddb-14 DDAb-LARST6 
46 Harkey, Cory TE 64 759 5 UCLA FAM? FALARA2 
86 Hemingway, Temarrick TE 5210» ‘South Carolina St. Da-16 Dba-LAR-T6 
89 Higbee, Tyler TE 46 250 1 Western Kentucky. Déa-16 DdasLARI6 
16 Marquez, Bradley WR 5-10 196 2 Texas Tech FAIS FLAR SB 
8 McRoberts, Paul WR 6-2 200 1 SEMissouriSt,—FA-16 FLAR-T6 
3 North, Marquez WR 6:3 229 1—Tennessee Fatt FALLAR-I6 
82 Shippen, Brandon WR 5-1) 198 1 Temple Fal FaMia-I6 
{6 Spruce, Nelson WR 6-1 205 1 Colorado Fale FLAR-I6 
13 Thomas, Michael WR 6-1 200 1 Southern Miss Oéc-16 (ée-LAR-16 
87 Wilson, Tavis: TE 6-7 2331 Utah FAT FMLARIT 
17 Woods, Robert WR 60 190 4 USC FABut-l7?——O2a-But-13, 


OFFENSIVELINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 


68 Brown, Jamon G64 327-2 Louisville 3a-15 O30-LARIG 
(64 Donnal, Andrew T 6-6 36 2 towa 04-15 DALARIB 
79 Havensten, Rob GT 6:8 3212 Wisconsin 02-16 D2-LAR-S 
72 Murphy, Pace T 6-6 308 1 NWLovisiana—FA-16 FMLARSI6 
65 Rhaney, Demetrius C/G 6-2 A 2 —Tennosspe State 070-14 O7G-LAR-A4 
73 Robinson, Greg T 65 332) 3 Aubuin Olat4 Dia-LAR-NA 
16 Saffold, Rodger 6 65 32 7 Indiana 2-10 DI-LAR-10 
61 Sullivan, John C 6-4 3109 Notre Dame FAWas:17 bs Min-08 
‘77 Whitworth, Andvew T 67 3 1 LSU FCI? 2-Cin-06 
69 Wichmann, Cody G65 319 ; Fresno State Ddb-15, Dob-LART5 
63 Williams, Darsell 1 66 a Sou Fa FE FAMLARSTS 
90 Brockers, Michael OT 65 36 (sv O12 DYLARA? 
99 Donald, Aaron Of 61 85 H Pittsburgh 1b DIb-LAR-IA 
1 Easley, Dominique OT 6-2 285 3 Florida Fats DI-NE-N4 
70. Fox, Morgan DE 6:3 263 1 Colorado St, Pueblo FA-16 FASLARSI6 
96 Longacre, Matt DE 6-3 260 2 NWMissouriSt. FAIS FASLARSTS 
Purcell, Mike NT 639023 Wyoming WSF-IT FASE 
x Tiinca-Pasat, Louis OT 6-1 21 wa Fg FASUARSTS 
6 Walker, yrunn Of 6g 30 : Tulsa FADet-17—FANO-12 
H Westbrooks, Ethan OL 6-4 267 West Texas ARM FASTA FAMLARSTA 
LINEBACKERS os if WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
6 Barron, Matk an ‘Nabama TB OTB 
98 Barwin, Connor ib ‘ ‘ 16k ; Cincinnati FALPhi-t7 ——O2-Hou-0 
9 Forrest, Josh 1B 6-3 255-1 Kentucky Dob-16 DD-LAR-16 
‘5, Grigsby, Nicholas 1B 6-2 730 1 —Pittsburgh Facto FALLART6 
54 Hager, Bryce 1B 6-1 235-2 Baylor Dra-I6 O7a-LARS 
58 Littleton, Cory LB 6-3 227 1 Washington FASO ALARA 
87 MeKingy, Casanova = LB 6-2 248 Auburn FAtb FAT 
{6 Northrup, Reggie LB 6-1 237 1 Florida State FAG FaWas-16 
52 Ogletree, Alec LB 6-2 2454 Georgia Dib-13 DTb-LARTG 
4 Quinn, Robert LB 6-4 266 North Caroling 1-11 O1-LAR-TT 
53 Thompson, Carlos 1B 65 2431 Ole Miss FasHout5 FAI 
DEFENSIVEBACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY 
31 Alexander, Maurice S 61 20 3 Utah State Dh-1d OU-LAR-T4 
41 Chvistian, Margi DB 6-1 205 1 Midwestern State W-Ari-16 ——DB-Ari 4, 
24 Countess, Blake 08 5-10 185 1 Auburn Fab DbPhieIb 
38. Davis, Cody S61 06 4 Texas Tech Fat FARTS 
33 Gaines, E. CB 6-10 190 «2 ‘Missouri Dba-14 ba-LAR-T4 
32 Hil, Troy (CB OS-11 182 © 2 Oregon WANES FALCin-16 
27 Johnson, laiah DB 6-1 206 1 Georgia Tech FAB FALDet-15 
22 Johnson, Trumaine CB 6-2 208 «8 = Montana 03-12 O3-LAR-12 
6 Jordan, Michael CB 4-1 200 1 ‘Missouri Western FA-16 FAMLAR-T6 
20 Joyner, Lamarcus 0B 5-8 18 «3 FloidaState 2-14 D2-LAR-14 
47 Peterson, Kevin CB 5-11 190 1 Oklahoma State FA-16 FACChi-N6 
43. Randolph Brian S 6-0 202 1 ‘Tennessee FANG FASLAR-T6 
23 Robey-Coleman,Nickell CB 5-8 165 4 USC FABUI-I?——FA-Bul-13 
21 Webster, ayon CB S11 198 4 South Florida FADen-17—_03-Den-13 
SPECIALISTS POS HT_ WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY. 
6 Hekket, Johnny P65 236 -§—DregonState FAIZ FLARST2 
‘44 MeQuaide, Jake 1S 6-2 2h 6 OhioState FANT FACLAR-T1 
4 ueten, Greg K 6-0 19% 5 —MissouriWestem 04-12 DG-LAR-T2 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 11. Tavon Austin 10 Pharoh Cooper 
WR 17. Robert Woods 83 Josh Reynolds 
WR 18 Cooper Kupp [R) 13 Mike Thomas 

LT 7 Andrew Whitworth 64 Andrew Donnal 
LG 76 Rodger Saffold 69 Cody Wichmann 
© 61 John Sullivan 65. Demetrius Rhaney 
RG 79 Rob Havenstein 68. Jamon Brown 
RT 73. Greg Robinson 72. Pace Murphy 

TE 89 Tyler Higbee 81 Gerald Everett (R) 
QB 16 Jared Goff 14 Sean Mannion 
RB 30 Todd Gurley 25 Lance Dunbar 
DEFENSE 

DE 93 Ethan Westbrooks 96 Matt Longacre 
DT 99 Aaron Donald 91 Dominique Easley 
NT 90 Michael Brockers 95 Tyrunn Walker 
OLB 9% Robert Quinn 53 Carlos Thompson 
ILB- 26 Mark Barron 59 Josh Forrest 
ILB 52 Alec Ogletree 54 Bryce Hager 
OLB 98 Connor Barwin 58 Cory Littleton 
CB 22 Trumaine Johnson 23 Nickell Robey-Coleman 
CB 21 Kayvon Webster 33 E.J, Gaines 

FS 31 Maurice Alexander 38 Cody Davis 

SS 20 Lamarcus Joyner 43. John Johnson (R] 
SPECIALISTS 

K 4 Greg Zuerlein P 6 Johnny Hekker 
KR 10 PharohCooper PR 25 Lance Dunbar 


PLAYER MOVEMENT Joe 


xe ADDITIONS >) POS, PLAYER 2007 TEAM 
POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM C Tim ames FreeAgent 
OLB Connor Barwin __Philadetphia W Clovetand 
RB Lance Dunbar Dallas RB Benny Cunningham Chicago 
(8 Nickell Robey-Coleman Buffalo William Hayes Miami 
John Sultan Washington 08 Case Keenum Minnesota 
DT_TyrunnWalker =i Dela it TE Lance Kendiicks Green Bay 
CB _Kayvon Webster Denver Miami 
OT Andrew Whitworth Cincinnati WR Washington 
WR Robert Woods Buffalo DE Eugene Sims Free Agent 


SCOUTING Iti RAMS 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP LOS ANGELES “Sean McVay was hired 
to energize the organization, install his version of the West Coast 
offense and save Jared Goff from being a bust. He is wise beyond his 
years, sees the big picture and astutely hired Wade Phillips as his 
defensive coordinator. ... Goff needs everything this offseason: weight 
room, classroom, confidence, footwork and eye control to have a 
fighting chance in the league. ... Todd Gurley was a shadow of himself 
in 2016 with only 885 rushing yards. ... The Rams signed Andrew 
Whitworth (Bengals) to take over at left tackle and provide some lead- 
ership, Rob Havenstein is adequate, but Greg Robinson has been a 
major disappointment and did not have his fifth year option exercised. 
.. Maybe Tavon Austin will fit McVay’s offense and take off; in the 
meantime, they signed Robert Woods (Buffalo) and drafted Cooper 
Kupp as a slot and Josh Reynolds as an outside, vertical threat 

They also selected South Alabama tight end Gerald Everett in the 
second round, and he can run. ... Keep an eye on sixth-round choice 
Sam Rogers asa fullback. He has hands and is a willing blocker... 
‘Aaron Donald is one of the 10 best players in the entire league. He is 
super quick, gives effort and can finish at the quarterback. ... Robert 
Quinn is trending the wrong way, and Alec Ogletree misses too many 
tackles. ... Cornerback Trumaine Johnson is under the franchise tag 
again, pending a new deal by July 15. ... Free safety Mo Alexander has 
been a nice find, and rookie John Johnson might see the field as a 
nickel/dime player very quickly.” 
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2,_ Gerald Everett 6-3 239 

3._ Cooper Kupp 6-2 204 Eastern Washington 
3._John Johnson 60 208 Boston College 
4, Josh Reynolds WR 6-3 194 Texas A&M 
4 SamsonEbukam OLB 6-3 _—-240__Eastern Washington 
6. Tanzel Smart DT 61 29% Tulane 
6, Sam Rogers FB 5-10 231 Virginia Tech 
7. Ejuan Price DE 5-11__241 Pittsburgh 


EVOLVING UNIFORMS The new L.A. Rams 
planned to rebrand eventually, but after fans 
begged for a taste of the team’s throwback, 
Fearsome Foursome jerseys, the Rams 
decided to compromise. More than 90,000 
fans voted over a 48-hour period to bring 
back the team’s classic white-horned navy 
helmet, with a white facemask. The jersey 
still contains gold, but a full rebrand is still 
coming in 2019, when they'tl likely go entire- 
ly blue-and-white. 


McVAY'S MENTORS Close your eyes and 
listen to Sean McVay speak, and you might 
mistake him for another, more experienced 
NFL coach who was also known for com- 
manding a room. That'd be Jon Gruden, who 
gave McVay his first job in Tampe Bay and has 
remained his most influential mentor. But 
Gruden is hardly his only influence. There's 
his grandfather, John McVay, who crafted the 
49ers dynasty of the 1980s and "90s. Then, 
there's Mike Shanahan, the two-time Super 
Bowl winner, who also hired McVay. 


WHO LOVES SHORT SHORTS? Sev- 
enth-round pick Ejuan Price is mostly known 
as a former teammate of Rams All-Pro 
defensive tackle Aaron Donald. But at Pitts- 
burgh, where he racked up 29.5 sacks, the 
defensive end has a reputation for football 
fashion. Football pants are supposed to fall 
just before the knee, but Price often wore 
his as short as humanly possible. He'll 
have to lose that look in the NFL, where the 
uniform rules are strict. Luckily, he has 2 
massive shoe collection to fall back on. 


GOFF SEES A GURU L.A.-based quar- 
terback guru Tom House already has a 
star-studded client list that includes Tom 


Brady, Matt Ryan and Drew Brees. This 
offseason, he added another, less proven 
client: Jared Goff. Goff certainly could use 
some fixing. With House, he'll work on cor- 
recting some of the minor technical issues 
that plagued his seven starts. A guru can’t 
fix the Rams’ offensive line issues, though. 


HOOP, THERE IT IS Gerald Everett didn’t 
play football until his final year of high 
school, before enrolling at South Alabama 
—a program that, in nine years, had never 
had a player drafted. But that didn’t stop the 
Rams from picking Everett at No. 44 overall. 
It was the culmination of a four-year stretch 
in which he went from Bethune-Cookman 
to Hutchinson (Kan.] Community College to 
UAB to South Alabama. 


@SONOFBUM Wade Phillips began his NFL 
coaching career in 1976, a full decade before 
McVay, the Rams’ 31-year-old head coach, 
would even be born. That age gap hasn't 
kept the Rams’ new defensive coordinator 
from outdoing younger coaches on social 
media. Phillips is pushing 70, but he’s a bud- 
ding star on Twitter, where he has thrown 
shade at other teams and even poked fun at 
his head coach’s age. 


CROSSTOWN TRAFFIC The Chargers 

move to Los Angeles this offseason, putting 
the league's two most recently relocated 
franchises within 12 miles of each other. In 
a city known for its atrocious traffic, that 
presents a unique problem. The NFL sched- 
ule could only do so much to contain it. The 
two teams will share L.A. on three occasions 
this season (Sept. 17, Dec. 10, Dec. 31). For 
Angelenos, that means avoiding the 405 
Freeway like the plague. 


With so much draft capital spent on last year's trade for Jared Goff, the Rams 
desperately needed to surround their young quarterback with weapons on of- 
fense, but they had little room for error. Gerald Everett, another athletic, small- 
school tight end, was a questionable response to that need, but he should fit 
Sean McVay's tight end-heavy scheme. A sure-handed wideout who runs quality 
routes, Cooper Kupp will also contribute immediately, and Josh Reynolds, at 
6'3", might step in as the Rams’ best red-zone threat on Day 1. But the Rams’ 
second draft class in Los Angeles isn't exactly replete with future stars. After 
boasting one of the NFL's worst offensive lines last year, they didn’t address the 
position at all. On defense, third-round safety John Johnson may be the only 
player who gets a look on the two-deep this season. 


NUMBERS TO KN 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


The Rams ranked 29th in the NFL 
in Adjusted Sack Rate, allowing 
8.1 percent of their pass snaps to 
became sacks. 


The Rams punted on a league- 
high 52.4 percent of their offen- 
sive drives. 


The Rams stopped a league-high 
23 percent of runs against them 
for no gain ora loss. 
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psn SAN FRANCISCO 
we” 49ers 


nother year, another head coach for the San Francisco 49ers. After pushing Jim 
Harbaugh out the door after the 2014 season in a messy breakup, the 49ers turned 
to Jim Tomsula in 2015, Chip Kelly in "16 and now Kyle Shanahan, who spent the 
past two seasons as Atlanta's offensive coordinator. Only this time, the 49ers added 
a twist: They also fired longtime general manager Trent Baalke and hired John Lynch. 
Shanahan, 37, has never been a head coach at any level. Lynch, 45, played 16 years as a 
safety in the NFL and spent the past eight years as a football analyst for Fox Sports, but he 
has never been an NFL general manager or held a front-office job. 
San Francisco CEO Jed York, however, signed both to six-year contracts and appears 
willing to give them time to resurrect what was once one of the NFL's elite franchises. 
“J believe in these guys and I think they're going to be here a lot longer than that,” York 
said at their introductory press conference. 
Shanahan and Lynch will need time to fix what's gone so wrong for the 49ers. The 49ers 
sank to 5-11 under Tomsula and 2-14 last year under Kelly. 


OFFENSE Shanahan’s No. 1 job will be to get the offense back on track after it veered 
so far off course. Shanahan didn't hire an offensive coordinator. He’ll handle that job and 
call the plays, as he did in Atlanta. Last year the Falcons ranked second in the NFL in total 
offense, third in passing and fifth in rushing. Of course, Shanahan won't have Julio Jones, 
Matt Ryan or any of Atlanta’s other offensive stars to work with this year. 

The 49ers parted ways with quarterback Colin Kaepernick and signed journeyman Brian 
Hoyer, who started 13 games for the Cleveland Browns in 2014 when Shanahan was their 
offensive coordinator. Hoyer has 31 career NFL starts in eight seasons, including five last 
year for Chicago. He will be a placeholder at the position until the 49ers acquire or develop 
a franchise quarterback, but he’s familiar with Shanahan's offense, and Shanahan likes his 
work ethic, fearlessness in the pocket and ability to run his scheme. 

‘The 49ers bolstered what was one of the NFL's weakest receiving corps last year by sign- 
ing three wideouts on the first day of free agency: Pierre Garcon (Washington), Marquise 
Goodwin (Buffalo) and Aldrick Robinson (Atlanta). Garcon, who's in his 10th NFL season, 
had career highs for catches (113) and receiving yards (1,346) for Washington in 2013 when 
Shanahan was his offensive coordinator. Goodwin, drafted by Buffalo in the third round in 
2013, had 29 catches for 431 yards last year, both career highs. The 49ers also re-signed wide 
receiver Jeremy Kerley, who's coming off a career year. San Francisco added tight end Logan 
Paulsen to an unspectacular group that includes Vance McDonald, Garrett Celek and Blake 
Bell. McDonald was shopped during the draft and could be on his way out. 

Left tackle Joe Staley, five-time Pro Bowl pick, will anchor an offensive line that helped 
the 49ers rank fourth in rushing last season. Left guard Zane Beadles, a seven-year pro who 
made the Pro Bowl with Denver in 2012, had a solid first season with the 49ers after signing 
as a free agent. The 49ers added center Jere- 


NFC WEST FORECAST 


E ORGANIZATION 


‘CO-CHAIRPERSONS: Denise DeBartolo York, 
John York 

CEO: Jed York 

GENERAL MANAGER: John Lynch 

CHIEF STRATEGY OFFICER/EVP OF FOOTBALL 
OPERATIONS: Paraag Marathe 

STADIUM: Levi's Stadium (68,500) 
‘SURFACE: Tifway Il Bermuda Grass 
WEBSITE: www.49ers.com 

TICKETS: 1-415- 464-9377 

TRAINING CAMP: San Francisco 49ers Complex 
{Santa Clara, Calif.) 


COACHES 


HEAD COACH: Kyle Shanahan 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 0-0 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Robert Saleh 

SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Richard Hightower 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/TIGHT ENDS: Jon Embree 
QUARTERBACKS: Rich Scangarello 

RUNNING BACKS: Robert Turner Jr. 

‘WIDE RECEIVERS: Mike LaFleur 

OFFENSIVE LINE: John Benton 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Jeff Zgonina 

LINEBACKERS: Johnny Holland 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: Jeff Hafley 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


my Zuttah, a nine-year veteran coming off 
his first Pro Bowl, in a trade with Baltimore 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 

Total Total | Scoring | Scoring 
Offense | Defense | Offense | Defense 
343.7 [19] | 359.8 (21) | 23.1 (15) | 25.1 (26) 
357.2 (12}] 318.7 (5) | 22.1 (18t} | 183 (3) 
262.7 (32)| 337.0 {9} | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) 
366.8 (9]] 305.2 [2] | 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
364.4 (10]] 382.9 (30) | 25.7 [8] | 24.5 (22) 
403.4 (3)] 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 [19] 
376.7 (5)| 343.9 (14) | 26.3 (51 | 19.1. (5) 
337.4 (2) | 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
366.8 (9)| 305.2 (2) | 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
330.7 (25}| 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 [2] 
357.2 (12}] 318.7 {5} | 22.1 (18t]} 18.3 (3) 
356.5 (15}] 346.8 (15) | 17.4 (28t) | 24.9 (24) 
314.7 (29}] 301.3 (1) | 17.4 (28t) | 20.5 (11) 
358.0 (11]} 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) 
334.9 (23}} 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
262.7 (32) | 337.0__ (9) ] 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) 


and signed center Tim Barnes, who started 2016 
the past two seasons for the Rams. Return- Feecond 
ing starting center Daniel Kilgore is also in 6-10 
the mix at center and could also add depth at 0-5-1 
guard. Right guard Joshua Garnett, a first- a 
round pick in 2016, started 11 games as a a 
rookie and struggled at times. Right tackle 8-71 
Trent Brown could get pushed by free-agent a 
pickup Garry Gilliam, who started 30 games cz 
in three seasons with Seattle. Fat 
Running back Carlos Hyde rushed for a 15 
career-high 988 yards on 217 carries last sea~ 
son but missed two games with a shoulder 0-5-4 
injury and the finale with a torn MCL. He 3-13 
missed nine games in 2015. The 49ers added 9-7 
fullback Kyle Juszczyk, who caught 78 passes 9-7 
the past two years for Baltimore, and tailback 3-13 
Tim Hightower (New Orleans). 4-12 
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ne CARLOS HYDE | am 


LA. Rams 
at Carolina 
at Seattle 
Dallas 
Arizona 

at Buffalo 
Tampa Bay 
New Orleans 
ATARI at Arizona 
PII New England 
at Miami 

at Chicago 
NY. Jets (ot) 
at Atlanta 
at LA, Rams 
Seattle 


PASSIN 
Colin Kaepernick 
Blaine 

RUSHING 


Jeremy Kerley 

Quinton Patton 

Garrett Colek 

Shaun Draughn 

Carlos Hyde 0 


28-0 
27-46 
18-37 
11-04 
21-33 
16-45 
17-34 
23-41 
20-23 
17-30 
24-31 

6-26 
17-23 
13-41 
2-21 
23-25 


163 60 


KICKING: Phil Dawson, 18-21 FGs, 33-34 PAT, 87 points 
TACKLES: Antoine Bethea, 110; Two players tied with 83 
‘SACKS: Ahmad Brooks, 6.0; DeForest Buckner, 6.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Gerald Hodges, 2; Eight players tied 


with 1 
2016 STAT 
Team Offense Stat NFLRank NFCRank 
Total 308.131 15 
Rushing 126.2 4 2 
Passing 132 1b 
Scoring, 19S N27) 4 
Third Down %6 ante 30 8: 
Punt Returns 94 10 7 
Kick Returns a a 
Total 4064 32 16 
Rushing 1069 326 
Passing U0 14 7 
Scoring m0 2 
Interceptions 0 13 7 
Sacks 33119 13 
Tumover Differential -5 124 i 


NAVORRO BOWMAN 
<< 


DEFENSE ‘The 49ers ranked last in total defense and rushing defense and 14th against 
the pass last season. They gave up the most rushing yards (2,654) and rushing touchdowns 
(25) in franchise history, It’s safe to say that former Jacksonville Jaguars linebackers coach 
Robert Saleh faces a huge challenge in his first job as a defensive coordinator at any level. 
Saleh spent three seasons sive quality control coach for Seattle Seahawks coach 
Pete Carroll and the a linebackers coach at Jacksonville under Gus Bradley, 
Carroll's former de! ion of Carroll’s attacking 4-3 
defense and scrap the . “Moving forward, stoppi 
the runis our No. 1 priority,” Saleh says. “The way we align, our demeanor, the responsi 
of the defensive players, we will stop the run on this defense.” 

Saleh got some help for his defense when the 49ers drafted defensive end Solomon 
Thomas and linebacker Reuben Foster in the first round. The return of insi f 
NaVorro Bowman, a four-time All-Pro, should be a huge help, too, especially again 
run, Bowman missed the entire 2014 season with a knee injury and the final 12 games 
season with a torn Achilles tendon. The 49ers also added linebacker Malcolm Smith and 
nose tackle Earl Mitchell in free agency. 

Outside linebacker Ahi Brooks will spend most of his time in Saleh’s m close 
to the line of scrimmage in attack mode, which suits his skill set. Brooks has 51.5 sacks in 
his eight full seasons with the 49ers, The 49ers invested first-round draft picks on former 
Oregon defensive linemen Arik Armstead in 2015 and DeForest Buckner in 2016. Buckner, 
acks as a rookie, and Armstead are versatile enough to play 
ould thrive in an aggressive one-gap scheme. Thomas will likely play 
nse then move inside in the nickel, next to Buckner. Once Armstead 
oulder surgery, he'll likely get a shot to start at right end. Aaron Lynch 

career as a defensive end in Saleh’s scheme after missing the first four games 
last year for violating the NFL’ substance abuse policy and five games with an ankle injury. 
Lynch had a combined 12.5 sacks in 2014 and’15. 

Eric Reid, who missed the final six games last season with a torn biceps, will move from 
free to strong safety, where he'll be able to make a bigger impact against the run. A Pro Bowl 
pick in 2013 as a rookie, Reid will replace Antoine Bethea, who signed as a free agent with 
Arizona, Jimmie Ward is the prime candidate to roam center field as the 49ers’ single-high 
safety, although he might be needed at cornerback, ‘The 49ers released starting cornerback 
Tramaine Brock on April 7 after he was arrested in Santa Clara for domestic violence. 
Cornerback Rashard Robinson, a 2016 fourth-round pick out of LSU, started six games as 
a rookie last season and will likely open this season as a starter. Dontae Johnson is another 
candidate to start, as is rookie Ahkello Witherspoon, a third-round pick out of Colorado. 


SPECIALISTS Phil Dawson signed with Arizona as a free agent, and the 49ers replaced 
him with veteran Robbie Gould. Gould made all 10 of his field goal attempts last season 
for the Giants, including two in the playoffs. He spent his first 11 seasons with the Bears. 
Bradley Pinion had a league-leading 100 punts, but he averaged just 44.0 yards, tied for 
26th, with a net of 39.8, tied for 20th, The return of Bruce Ellington, who missed last season 
with a torn hamstring, could boost an anemic return game. He averaged 25.6 yards on 26 
kickoff returns in 2015, Last year, Kerley averaged 7.5 yards on 21 punt returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Under Shanahan and Lynch, there's hope for a brighter future, but it 
looks to be a long rebuilding job. The 49ers could triple their number of wins from last year, 
but they won't be serious playoff contenders until they find a long-term answer at quarter- 
back and significantly raise the level of talent on both sides of the ball. 


ive coordinator. Saleh will inst: 
4 that San Francisco has use« 


238 ATHLON SPORTS PRO FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2017 


ty Images 


Michael Zagaris/San Francisco 49ers/Getty 


QUARTERBACK: 
7 Barty. Matt 
2 Hoyer. Brin 
RUNNING BACKS 
38 Bis, Kapri 
30 aris, Duduan 
70 Wightower. Ti 
78 Hyde, Carlos 
44 Josey Kyle 
31 Mostrt, Raheem 
RECEIVERS 
4 Bell, Blake 
13 Burbidge, Aaron 
8 Campbell, iAndre 
4 Carte, Dedndre 
8 Cele, Garett 
10 Elington, Bruce 
15 Garon, Pitre 
11 Goodwin, Marquise 
17 Kerley, Jeremy 
89 Melonald, Vance 
82 Paulsen Logan 
19 Robioson,Adick 
V4. Ross, Rashad 
18 Smelter, DeAndre 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
41 Barnes Tin 
68 Beadle, Zane 
71 Brown, Trent 
68 Fusco, Brandon 
45 Garnet, Joshua 
74 Gilliam, Gary 
14 Keli, Cain 
7 Kilgore, Diet. 
7B Price, Norman 
14 Staley, Joe 
1 The, John 
$8 Zuttah Jeremy 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
91 Amstead, Wik 
98 Blair, Ronald 
499 Buckner, DeForest 
42 ial, inon 
98 ones, Cis 
59 lynch, Aaron 
0 Mitchel, art 


ACKERS 
4 Armstrong, Ray-Ray 
59 Bowman, Naor 
55 Brooks, Abad 

98 Carradine, Tank 

5 Coyle, Brock 

58 Harald 

51 Smith, Malcolm 

45 Watson Dekoda 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
30 Iworah, Prince Charles 
‘46 Johnson, Dontae 

20 Jones, Don 

11 Reaser, Keith 

13 Redmond, Wil 

3 Rei, ric 

33 Robinson, Rashard 

40 Sunset Vinie 

29 Tat, quik 

2 Wa, Jimmie 

14 Wiliams, Kaun 


SPECIALISTS 
7 Gould, Robbie 
6 Nelson Kyle 

5 Pinion, Bradley 
4 Rose, ick 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 15. Pierre Garcon 19 Aldrick Robinson 
WR 11. Marquise Goodwin 17. Jeremy Kerley 
LT 74 Joe Staley 71 John Theus 

LG 68 Zane Beadles 67 Daniel Kilgore 
C 58 Jeremy Zuttah 61 Tim Barnes 

RG 65 Joshua Garnett 63 Brandon Fusco 
RT 77 Trent Brown 76 Garry Gilliam 
TE 82 Logan Paulsen 89 Vance McDonald 
QB 2 Brian Hoyer 7 Matt Barkley 
FB 44 Kyle Juszczyk 

RB 28 Carlos Hyde 22 Tim Hightower 
DEFENSE 

DE 95 Solomon Thomas (R} 98 Ronald Blair 
DT 90 Earl Mitchell 66 D.J. Jones [R] 
DT 99 DeForest Buckner 92 Quinton Dial 
DE 91 Erik Armstead 59 Aaron Lynch 
SLB 55 Ahmad Brooks 58 Eli Harold 

MLB 53. NaVorro Bowman 54 Ray-Ray Armstrong 
WLB 56 Reuben Foster (R} 51. Malcolm Smith 
CB 36 Dontae Johnson 41 Ahkello Witherspoon (R) 
CB 33 Rashard Robinson 27 Keith Reaser 
SS 35 Eric Reid 29° Jaquiski Tartt 
FS 25 Jimmie Ward 29 Jaquiski Tartt 
SPECIALISTS 


K 9 Robbie Gould 
P 5 Bradley Pinion 


PLAYER NE 


KR 10 Bruce Ellington 
PR 17 Jeremy Kerley 


Key aDoITIONS > Key Losses © 

POS. PLAYER 2016 TEAM POS. PLAYER 2017 TEAM 
‘WR Pierre Garcon Washington S ‘Antoine Bethea Arizona 
WR Marquise Goodwin Buffalo CB Tramaine Brock Free Agent 
K Robbie Gould NY. Giants K Phil Dawson ‘Arizona 
RB Tim Hightower New Orleans OB Colin Kaepernick Free Agent 
0B Brian Hoyer Chicago WR Quinton Patton NY. Jets 
FB Kyle Juszczyk Baltimore WR Torrey Smith, Philadelphia 
OT__Earl Mitchell Miami LB Michael Withoite Seattle, 
TE Paulsen Chicago 

Cc Jeremy Zuttah Baltimore 


SCOUTING THE 


OPPOSING SCOUTS SIZE UP SAN FRANCISCO “The 49ers hit rock 
bottom in every sense of the word in 2016. Chip Kelly had zero chance 
of improving the team because he inherited only marginal talent across 
the board. .. Left tackle Joe Staley is the NFC equivalent of the Browns’ 
Joe Thomas. All he does is show up and do his job regardless of what 
is going on around him. ... They signed Brian Hoyer and Matt Barkley 
from the Bears to serve as the bridge quarterbacks while they reshape 
the rest of the roster. ... John Lynch showed his aplomb as a rookie 

GM by landing two of the five best defensive players in the 2017 draft 
[defensive end Solomon Thomas and linebacker Reuben Foster]... 
Carlos Hyde is a capable runner, but they are excited about fourth- 
round pick Joe Williams, who brings rare speed to the table. ... When 
Jeremy Kerley is your leading receiver, that speaks volumes about the 
wide receiver unit and overall quarterback play. They signed Pierre 
Garcon and Marquise Goodwin in free agency, and keep tabs on rookie 
Trent Taylor. He is a dynamo of a player as a slot man and returner... 
The offensive line is subpar with Zane Beadles, Josh Garnett and Trent 
Brown all playing ‘betow the line.’ .. DeForest Buckner had a better- 
than-advertised season with six sacks, and linebacker Gerald Hodges 
had 83 tackles in 12 starts. .. The hope is that NaVorro Bowman will 
be back from an Achilles injury and ready for the opener. ... They need 
more from Eric Reid at safety, and the corner spots are wide open. .. 
This organization is starting aver, so there won't be many wins in 2017.” 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 239 


49ERS ROOTS New coach Kyle Shanahan’s 
connection to the 49ers goes back to when 
he was in the sixth grade and his father, for- 
mer Broncos, Redskins and Raiders coach 
Mike Shanahan, began a three-year stint as 
San Francisco's offensive coordinator from 
1992-94. “| had three good years here, and 
Ihave a very high expectation of what I've 
always thought this franchise is and that it 
was the best franchise in sports,” Kyle Sha- 
nahan says. Shanahan has fond memories 
of spending training camp with the 49ers at 
Sierra College in the central California city 
of Rocklin. He had a rollout bed in his fa- 
ther’s dorm room and was a ball boy for the 
offensive line. “| remember staying up every 
night playing ping pong with [former 49ers 
wide receiver) John Taylor,” Shanahan says. 
“It took me two years to beat him, and then 
after | did, he finally told me he was going to 
start using his right hand.” 


LEAD BY EXAMPLE Shanahan was Wash- 
ington’s offensive coordinator in 2013 when 
wide receiver Pierre Garcon led the NFL in 
receptions with 113 for 1,346 yards and five 
touchdowns. So it came as little surprise 
when the 49ers signed Garcon as a free 
agent. “I've always loved Pierre just because 
of how angry he plays,” Shanahan says. 
“He gives you his all. He plays extremely 
aggressive, Pierre's not going to say much, 
but you know he’s going to go out there and 
fight every single play no matter what the 
situation is, whether it's run or pass.” 


240 


| 49ERS IN THE DRAFT 


1. Solomon Thomas DE 6-3 273 

1, Reuben Foster LB 6-0 229 Alabama 
3._Ahkello Witherspoon _ CB 6-3 198 Colorado 
3._C.J. Beathard QB 6-2 219 lowa 
4, Joe Williams RB 5-11 201 Utah 
5. George Kittle TE 6-4 247 lowa 
5. Trent Taylor WR 5-8 181 Louisiana Tech 
6._D.J. Jones OT 6-1 319 Ole Miss 
6. PitaTaumoepenu OLB 6-1_—243 Utah 
7._ Adrian Colbert DB 6-2 205 Miami 


BACK TO SCHOOL Defensive end Solomon 
Thomas met John Lynch tong before the 
49ers rookie general manager drafted him 
at No. 3 in the first round this year. The two 
were classmates at Stanford in 2014 when 
Lynch returned to college that summer. “He 
was in there every day taking notes, front 
row,” Thomas says of Lynch. "He was at 
every tutoring session. He motivated me to 
be a better student.” That connection made 
Lynch's decision to draft Thomas easier. 
“When | think of Solomon, | think of speed 
and quickness and disruption,” Lynch says. 
“And then | know the kid.” Thomas kept in 
touch with Lynch after their time together at 
Stanford and sought his advice at times for 
help on the football field. 


FOOTBALL FAMILY Rookie quarterback C.J. 
Beathard, a third-round pick out of lowa, got 
some sage advice from his grandfather, for- 
mer NFL general manager Bobby Beathard, 
about how to approach the NFL Draft. “He 
told me to stay positive and you never know 
what's going to happen on draft day,” C.J. 
Beathard says. Beathard certainly had no 
idea that the 49ers would trade up and 

take him late in the third round at No. 104 
overall. “He can process and play the game 
very fast in the pocket, and that gives you 

a chance to play in the league,” Shanahan 
says. “By no means does that mean he's 
ready to do that. But that's a great guy you 
have a chance with. Just throw him in the 
battle with all these other guys.” 
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New general manager John Lynch looked tike anything but a rookie when he 
made his first trade on Day 1 of the NFL Draft. The 49ers traded back one spot, 
from No, 2 to No. 3, with the Chicago Bears, who gave up third- and fourth-round 
picks this year and a third-round pick next year to draft North Carolina quar- 
terback Mitch Trubisky. Lynch took defensive end Solomon Thomas, the player 
he would have taken at No, 2. Then he traded back up into the late first round 
to take Alabama linebacker Reuben Foster, Thomas and Foster should start as 
rookies, and Colorado cornerback Ahkello Witherspoon, a third-round pick, has 
a chance to win a starting job or contribute in the nickel defense. Quarterback 
C.J. Beathard, according to some draft analysts, was a reach in the third round, 
but coach Kyle Shanahan liked what he saw on tape. Running back Joe Williams 
could contribute as a rookie, and he gives the 49ers some insurance with Carlos 
Hyde approaching the final year of his contract. Tight end George Kittle has the 
blocking and receiving skills to earn some playing time asa rookie. 


BERS T0 K' 


The 49ers ranked 30th in the NFL. 
>) in Adjusted Sack Rate, allowing 
8.4 percent of their pass snaps to 
become sacks, 


The 49ers ran the fastest offense 
) inthe league, averaging 25.4 

) seconds per play. That figures to 
change with Chip Kelly no longer 
in town. 


The 49ers ranked second to last 
) in the NFL in defensive pressure 
rate, hurrying the opposing 
quarterback on just 18.9 percent 
of passing snaps 


JOE STALEY 


Peter Brouillet 


w= SEAHAWKS 


he Seahawks’ big push in the offseason was the acquisition of three veteran players 
to shore up a position area in need of help — just don't ask whether any of these 
guys can run block or pass protect. While the linebacker corps received a significant 
manpower boost, Seattle’s most pressing concern, its offensive line, remains problem- 
atic for a third consecutive season. The situation continues to nag this franchise, last year 
rendering the ground game ineffective and wasting its often superior defensive resources. 
It’s probably cost them one or two Super Bowl appearances, too. 
“J think we got in a position where we probably got a little bit too young,” says Seattle 
general manager John Schneider of his offensive line — in a gross understatement. 
‘The Seahawks’ latest response to this dilemma: Sign tackle Luke Joeckel and little-used 
guard Oday Aboushi and hope for the best from the draft again. No one in Seattle believes 
this situation has been rectified. 


OFFENSE Last season, the Seahawks had the lowest-paid set of blockers in the league, 
doling out salaries that averaged just over $1 million per man, which in NFL money doesn't 
buy you much. They trotted out a former basketball player, a former tight end, journeymen, 
multiple rookies. It showed, Seattle finished 25th out of 32 teams in rushing, averaging a 
paltry 99.4 yards per game. 

Joeckel, the No. 2 overall pick in the 2013 draft, arrives in Seattle coming off.a knee injury 
that limited him to four games in his final season with Jacksonville. Outside of his health 
setbacks, Joeckel’s struggles have been strength-related, in particular his inability to handle 
the cut-above bull-rusher. The Seahawks believe he'll be an upgrade over George Fant, the 
one-time basketball forward who started the final 12 games (including postseason) of the 
2016 season. Fant’s athleticism intrigues Seattle, but he needs time to learn the game. Ger- 
main Ifedi, the Seahawks’ 2016 first-round pick, will move from right guard to right tackle, 
but he struggles with fundamentals, especially leverage, Justin Britt, the lone bright spot on 
the Seattle line after converting to center last season, brings a hefty 6'6", 315-pound frame 
to his position, plays with attitude and was much more comfortable handling pass-rushers 
coming up the middle rather than on the corners. At right guard, Aboushi comes to the 
Seahawks as a well-regarded pass protector but grades out as average in run blocking, Mark 
Glowinski, overmatched at times as a first-time starter, returns at left guard trying to hang 
on to his job. Should either guard fail to deliver, look for rookie Ethan Pocic to step in right 
away; he has good feet to go with a huge frame. 

All of this upheaval up front has put quarterback Russell Wilson at unnecessary risk, 
which has been a good and a bad thing. The downside was he got hurt a couple of times, 
nearly to the point he couldn't play. The upside? Wilson demonstrated superior toughness 
and refused to come out of the lineup, and he showed he could be a comfortable pocket 
passer rather than just a wildly innovative scrambler. He came up with an uneven season, 
throwing for a career-best 4,219 yards but 


E ORGANIZATION 


CHAIRMAN: Paul G. Allen 

PRESIDENT: Peter McLoughlin 

EXECUTIVE VP/GENERAL MANAGER: John Schneider 
‘VP OF FOOTBALL ADMINISTRATION: Matt Thomas 
STADIUM: CenturyLink Field (69,000) 

‘SURFACE: FieldTurf Revolution 360. 

WEBSITE: www.seahawks.com 

TICKETS: 1-888-635-4295 
TRAINING CAMP: Virginia Mason Athletic 
Center (Renton, Wash.) 


THE COACHES 
HEAD COACH: Pete Carroll 
RECORD WITH TEAM: 70-41~1 
CAREER RECORD: 103-72-1 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Darrell Bevel 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kris Richard 
SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR: Brian Schneider 
QUARTERBACKS: Carl Smith 
RUNNING BACKS: Chad Morton 
WIDE RECEIVERS: Dave Canales 
TIGHT ENDS: Pat McPherson, 
OFFENSIVE LINE: Tom Cable 
DEFENSIVE LINE: Clint Hurtt, Dwaine Board 
LINEBACKERS: Micheal Barrow 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Andre Curtis 
SECONDARY: Nick Sorensen 
‘SENIOR DEFENSIVE ASSISTANT: Travis Jones. 


FIVE-YEAR WIN TREND 


tossing only 21 TD passes, one off his ca- 
reer low. The Seahawks can’t continue to give 


2017 SCHEDULE 


2016 NFL RANKINGS 


Wilson, who has directed this team to the 7% Fae otal, | clatat,, | Scoring: | Scoring 
Pls oft sua eat bas eeskone sites By 10-6 | 368.8 (8)} 363.9 (22) | 27.0 (4) | 24.3 (21) 
Hess SALE ON 2-14 | 308.1 (31]| 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (27) | 30.0 (32) 
eventually aultesing di contesucdces, 9-7 | 358.0 (11}| 357.5 (20) | 23.8 (14) | 23.6 (17) 
‘The rushing attack is now in the hands A 8-8 | 364.4 (10)| 382.9 (30) | 25.7 (8) | 24.5 (22) 
of free-agent acquisition Eddie Lacy, whom LA: Rams 4-12 | 262.7 (32}| 337.0 (9) | 14.0 (32) | 24.6 (23) 

Seattle is banking on as the second coming 
of Marshawn Lynch: a big, physical back NY 11-5 | 330.7 (25)] 339.7 (10) | 19.4 (26) | 17.8 (2) 
who underachieved elsewhere before find- Houston 9-7| 314.7 (29)| 301.3 (1) | 17.4 (280) | 20.5 (11) 
ing his place in Pete Carroll’s offense. Unlike 5 Washington 8-7-1 | 403.4 (3}] 377.9 (28) | 24.8 (12) | 23.9 [19) 
Lynch, Lacy deals with continuous weight Arizona IThu.) 7-8-1| 366.8 (9)| 305.2 (2) | 26.1 (6) | 22.6 (14) 
issues. Thomas Rawls, if he can stay healthy, Atlanta (Mon.] 41-5} 415.8 (2)] 371.2 (25) | 33.8 (1) | 25.4 (27) 
is a capable alternative with his slashing run- 2-14 | 308.1 (31)] 406.4 (32) | 19.3 (271 | 30.0 (32) 
ning style, but he hasnit finished a season 7-9 | 337.4 (22)| 342.8 (13) | 22.9 (16) | 20.7 (12) 
with his body intact in two tries. 3-13 | 334.9 (23}| 321.7 (6) | 19.9 (25) | 25.0 (25) 
ihe Selene secs cermea ee ta | are7 i} aay tt) [269 8) 197 
pe au ie oe Sanna 7-8-1 | 366.8 (9)| 305.2 (2) | 261 (61| 22.6 (14) 
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2016 RESULTS (10-5-1) 


Miami 

at LA. Rams 
San Francisco 
at NY. Jets 
Atlanta 

at Arizona (ot) 
at New Orleans 
Buffalo 

at New England 
Philadelphia 

at Tampa Bay 
Carolina 

at Green Bay 
LA. Rams 
Arizona, 

at San Francisco 


Detroit 
at Atlanta 


PASSING AMT_COMP YDS _1D_INT 
Russell Wilson 4219 21 1 
Trevone Boykin Mb 
RUSHING NG 


Russell Wilson 
RECEIVING 

Doug Baldwin f 

Jimmy Graham 142 
ler Lockett MM 166 
Jermaine Kearse (CISTI 
Paul Richardson AMVC ME 


KICKING: Steven Hauschka, 33-37 FGs, 29-35 PAT, 
128 points 

‘TACKLES: Bobby Wagner, 167; K.J. Wright, 126 
SACKS: Cliff Avril, 11.6; Frank Clark, 10.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Richard Sherman, 4; Two players 
tied with 2 


Team Offense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 367.212 if 
Rushing 94 5 Wt 
Passing 278 10 6 
Scoring 2A 18 yy 
Third Down % 382 16 9 
Punt Returns: 8317 10 
Mick Retwns __23.1_10 5 


Team Defense Stat NFLRank NFC Rank 
Total 318.7 § a 
Rushing 929 7 4 
Passing ms 8 4 
Scoring W238 1 
Interceptions WT 10 
Sacks 2 13 3 
Tumover Differential +116 1 


K.J. WRIGHT f 


and tight end Jimmy Graham’ inspirational return from a serious injury. Baldwin no 
longer is underappreciated, running disciplined routes and working well with Wilson. 
After tearing up a knee, Graham showed no rust in coming back and laying out for dif- 
ficult catch after catch, turning in a 65-grab season; he put to rest all criticisms that he 
isn't a good fit for Seattle. Paul Richardson, an acrobatic pass catcher, could unseat starter 
Jermaine Kearse, whose productivity has fallen, Slot back Tyler Lockett, the team’s best 
deep threat, comes off a knee injury and may need extra time to return to form. 


DEFENSE ‘The Seahawks’ often fearless defensive unit seemed to lose its intensity 
when free safety Earl Thomas, the heart and soul of this group, broke his leg 12 games 
into the season, Thomas and his headhunter approach are back — remember, he ended 
Rob Gronkowski’s 2016 season with a blow to the tight end’s chest — and he should 
restore some of the missing swagger. When together, strong safety Kam Chancellor, cor- 
nerback Richard Sherman and Thomas, now in their peak years, still comprise the NFL's 
No. 1 secondary for their high-end abil ity to play the run and pass. Sherman, however, 
was the focus of offseason trade rumors following a tantrum-filled season. He still pro- 
vides lockdown pass coverage more often than not, but the team seemed willing to listen 
to offers. He needs to regain the franchise's trust. Another reason Sherman was not 
dealt: The Seahawks already were down one starting cornerback, with DeShawn Shead 
out with a knee injury until midseason or later, Seattle was forced to turn the job over to 
veteran nickel back Jeremy Lane, an adequate starter at best. 

‘The linebacker corps was one place that wasn't screaming for help. The Seahawks boast 
arguably the NFL's best linebacker duo in Bobby Wagner on the inside and K.J. Wright 
on the outside, Wagner, smart and fast, went from one of the league's top tacklers to the 
leader by a wide margin with a franchise-record 167 tackles. He's in his prime. Wright, a 
rangy and highly instinctive player, came up with a career-best 126 tackles and shows no 
signs of decline, That didn't stop Seattle from picking up linebackers Arthur Brown, Ter- 
ence Garvin and Michael Wilhoite in the offseason, with a fourth newcomer, defensive 
end Dion Jordan, capable of playing outside linebacker. 

‘The Seattle defensive front boasts plenty of star power, too, in Michael Bennett and 
Cliff Avril. Bennett is widely regarded as one of the league’s most disruptive defensive 
linemen, relying on sheer power to compensate for his compact size. Another plus; He 
brings the ability to play multiple positions. Avril lacks his teammate’s notoriety — he 
remains one of the NFL's most underrated pass rushers — but he has a first step as effec- 
tive as any defensive end. Top draft pick Malik McDowell, an explosive player with a long 
reach, could wrestle one of the inside positions away from an incumbent. 


SPECIALISTS After six years of relying on the same kickers, the Seahawks shook 
things up by letting placekicker Steven Hauschka leave through free agency and picking 
up Blair Walsh. It was a money move with a short memory. Walsh, ironically, is the guy 
who shanked a 27-yard field goal in the 2015 playoffs, costing Minnesota a sure win over 
Seattle, and his inaccuracy prompted the Vikings to release him last season. Steady Jon 
Ryan, averaging 44 yards per punt, returns for a 10th season with the Seahawks. There 
could be a big falloff in the return game if Lockett doesn’t regain his health right away. 


FINAL ANALYSIS — For two years now, the Seahawks haven't been able to tell a good 
offensive lineman from a bad one. They keep plugging just about anyone in there. Seattle 
has a tremendous defense, a reliable quarterback and proven track record for making the 
playoffs, but a subpar line continues to ruin everything. If the Seahawks intend to return 
to Super Bowl form, they need to fix this problem. 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


QUARTERBACKS POS. HT _WT_EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY OFFENSE 
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73. Abousi Oday 6 65 3154 Vigina Fav! 5-13 SPECIALISTS 
6 Bit, Justin C66 35 3 Missoui 07-4 tbSea-14 K 7 Blair Walsh KR 16 Tyler Lockett 
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1 Patcak, Wil Gi 6-3 3002 Colorado FAB FABal-13 0G Oday Aboushi Houston LB Brock Coyle San Francisco 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY LB Arthur Brown. NY.Jets OL Garry Gilliam San Francisco 
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#1 Garin Teence (63 254 West Vigiia—FAWasc17 FAS organization... Carroll and GM John Schneider create a competitive 
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49 Palacio, Kache 1B 6-1 237 1 Washington State FA-16 FACLAR-16 They are expecting Eddie Lacy to spark their running game after he 
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2 Moons ey Rab tigteta aT ReaeOn AE me eset Nir ane lear ere eee ig 2017. ... You % 
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50 Wight, KJ 1B 6-4 26 6 MississipiState O4at1 DéaSeat1 and caught 94 passes last year. ... The offensive line is the Achilles é 
DEFENSIVE BACKS POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY heel of the operation, and they probably lean on coach Tom Cable too 5 
31 Chancellor, Kam $863 206 7 ViginiaTech 05-10 15-Se3-10 much. He's good, but this isn’t a lemonade stand. Justin Britt played é 
i) alr iS us i ‘ oe Mee Dea well in the middle, but Mark Glowinski and Germaine Ifedi struggled iS 
21 Bll faane is Soe Te se all year. ... Linebacker Bobby Wagner is arguably their best defensive E 
Kreis CGS Heth Ti Fase!” player. He's tough, consistent and stays on the field... Clif Avriland = 3 
3 Shead, DeShawn TB 62 22 5 PonlandStte FAIZ FaSeal2 Frank Clark provide the pass rush, while Ahtyba Rubin, Jarran Reed ve 
Sherman, Richard (B63 19 6 Stanford hall _‘DfaSes-1i_ and rookie second-round pick Malik McDowell are expected to control. £ 
29 Thomas, Eat FS 5:10 202-7 Texas Oib-10 O1b-Sea-10 the interior. McDowell is a boom-or-bust choice who has tremendous 2 
27 Thorpe, Neko B62 84 Aubun Fa-t6 FaKClz talent but quit on Michigan State. ... For the first time, Richard Sher- = 
SPECIALISTS, POS_HT WT EXP COLLEGE ACQUIRED ENTRY man let his emotions negatively impact his play, so there was trade 8 
pak coe ee Gu at ee) talk in the spring. A bunch of candidates will compete for the opposite = 
ou TS gear a Hane ey FETA corner spot. ... They are clearly the class of the division, but the line 3 
9 Ryan, Jon P60 27 11 Regina FA08 FAGB-O6 must sustain Wilson through the season so he can play his best in the | 
7 Walsh, Bair K S10 107 5 Gegia fA 4-Nin-12 playoffs.” = 
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SHERMAN’S MARCH Richard Sherman was 


one of the NFL's biggest offseason stories 
— and nothing happened. The rumor mill 
churned nonstop: The Seahawks wanted to 
trade him. Sherman wanted to be traded. In 
the end, he stayed put. It appears the team 
wanted to reel in the mercurial personality, 
who was a distraction after squabbling with 
coaches, teammates and media. “| think 
he'd admit he had a tough year,” general 
manager John Schneider says. 

WEIGHT GAIN Newly acquired running back 
Eddie Lacy has a $385,000 weight clause in 
his contract, one that will pay him $55,000 
each time he hits seven mandated weigh-in 
targets. He packed 267 pounds at his free- 
agent signing with Seattle, Coach Pete Car- 
roll wants him big, but not that big. “Into his 
240s, he’s really dangerous,” Carroll says. 
CRY WOLF Tight end Luke Willson showed 
his creative side when he re-signed with 

the Seahawks. He tweeted a clip from the 
film “Wolf of Wall Street” in which actor Leo 
DiCaprio declares rather vividly, “I'm not 
leaving! They're going to need a [bleeping) 
wrecking ball to throw me out of here!” 
IRON MAN Russell Wilson has started every 
game of his five-year NFL career. He's 92- 


for-92, which includes a dozen playoff games. 


The streak almost ended midway through 
the 2016 season. The Seahawks suggest- 

ed he take a game off after a second knee 
injury, but he wouldn't have it. “There was no 
chance | wasn't playing,” Wilson says. 


RD PLAYER 


COLLEGE 


2._ Malik McDowell 6-6 Michigan State 
2. Ethan Pocic 6-6 310 LSU 
3._ Shaquill Griffin 6-0 194 UCF 
3._ Delano Hill 6-1 216 Michigan 
3._Nazair Jones DL 6-5 304 North Carolina 
3._Amara Darboh WR 6-2 212 Michigan 
4. Tedric Thompson Ss 6-0 204 Colorado 
6._Mike Tyson S 6-1 204 Cincinnati 
6. Justin Senior OL 6-5 331 Mississippi State 
7._David Moore WR 6-0 214 East Central (OK) 
7._ Christopher Carson RB 6-0 218 Oklahoma State 


TODAY'S SPECIAL During the offseason, 
Seahawks defensive end Frank Clark went 
out for Korean barbecue in Los Angeles 
and ended up in a medical facility. The food 
wasn't responsible. He tweeted out a photo 
of his scar-riddled torso after having an 
emergency appendectomy. He was smiling 
while showing off the damage. 


WING MAN Returning to Seattle, tight end 
Jimmy Graham caught a cross-country flight 
that didn’t show up on any airport reader 
board. A certified pilot, he flew from Miami 
to the Northwest in his 1957 Army Beaver. 
Graham needed three-and-a-half days to 
cross 13 states and visit nine airports, and 
he flew for nearly 28 hours. 


SHANKS A LOT New placekicker Blair 
Walsh missed a last-second, chip-shot field 
goal against the Seahawks, making them a 
10-9 playoff winner in 2015. Now he’s one 
of them. His career has been shaky since 
the shank, something the team addressed 
before signing him. “It was a discussion, 
yeah,” Schneider says. “I'd be lying if I told 
you it wasn't.” 

SAFETY FIRST The Seahawks added safety 
Bradley McDougal, a two-year starter for 
Tampa Bay, in free agency. Unfortunately 
for him, he joins a team with a pair of Pro 
Bowl safeties ahead of him. Yet McDougald 
remains confident he'll play. Seattle has 
suggested it might use three safeties more 
often than not, The Seahawks “made it clear 
that talent gets on the field,” he says. 


Addressing Seattle’s most pressing need, Ethan Pocic has the best chance to 
emerge as a starter first among the 2017 draft picks. While he can play every 
position on the line, Pocic likely will get his shot at guard. The Seahawks con- 
centrated on defense, spending six of their 11 choices on that side of the ball. 
Malik McDowell, with his long, explosive frame, should fit into the rotation on 
the interior of the defensive line. He might have been drafted much higher had 
it not been for attitude concerns; the Seahawks looked beyond those reports 
and hope McDowell can provide them with another Michael Bennett-style player. 
They added four defensive backs, more than at any other position. Shaquill Grif- 
fin has the athleticism to help at cornerback, an urgent need, but he lacks deep 
speed; ironically, he couldn't keep up with Amara Darboh, a fellow Seahawks 
pick, during the past college season. Delano Hill, a college teammate of Darboh 
at Michigan, gives Seattle another physical safety against the run. 


NUMBERS T0 KN 


Seattle's offense finished dead 
last in pressure rate, allowing 
their quarterback to be hurried on 
23,5 percent of passing snaps 


Seattle's offense went three- 
and-out 18.4 percent of the time, 
the fifth-highest rate in the 
league. 


Opponents averaged a league- 
low 319 adjusted line yards 
running up the middle against 
the Seahawks. 


RICHARD SHERMAN 
— = > 
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2016 ficl] STATISTICS 


NFL OFFENSE NFL DEFENSE 
he. = PPG _YPP_YPG PASS-YPG RUSH-YPG FO/G 3RD% 4TH% = PPG __YPP_YPG_PASS-YPG_RUSH-YPG INT SACK 3RD% 
‘Atlanta 28 6.7 386.8 TA M6 Ri 3 BA} New England 186 $2 3089 225.1 B39 Bo 389 
New Orleans a 42 84 10s 1.03. Giants 39 58H HD 
New England Mb 59 315 195 206 667 Seattle EV rE 
Green Bay by M08 %8 20.1 Md Denver W023 55 168 KA 
Dallas 60 365 7 Ws 14 089 Dallas 3223 597A 8H 
Arizona = $4 M53 23 Minnesota DA) uw MH 
Oakland S795 29 Nb Kansas City 386 eB as 
{Indianapolis 56 3406 245 Cincinnati 398 2d Re 
San Diego bb 39 56 Baltimore 0 a9 29.198 360 
UIA Pittsburgh 63 98 6B 
1196 160.1 Houston ee FF 
Washington Ui T0036 Philadelphia 56 306 SB 
Kansas City “3 5 ms 1028 174 Detroit 50 368 730068 
Tennessee a8 i) 48175 1089. 
Caroli BA nA 18 $8 347.0 BIB 109.2 
Philadelphia 29 6 106.2193 56 M3152 
Miami 159 W939 4 WhO 54 
Seattle ns Miami 9 9 1% 
Tampa Bay Tb 960 201 Washington 9 58 3671 27097 
Detwit 3 62ND Tho Oakland 3633 Uhh 108.6 
Baltimore a ee 88 Green Bay 85 899. 
Denver Ma 51 33 ABD Pal Indianapolis i 
Minnesota _ 1a $0 7 M41 616 41 los Angeles no 
Cincinnati OG 388 78 Chicago m3 1) i 
Jacksowile 5.1305 38 Jacksonville Wl 1006 BOM 
Wh 52 3009 8. 50.0 Carolina M0 sD 
an Wa 49-23 123 500 ‘Atlanta Ws 3 NB 
Houston 472966 1833133 4 m5 46 8 AO 
Chicago 59 3363 7393 70 Bo m8 NSD 
NY. Jets E 53 3087 2060 1047 Cal hh 1848 
Cleveland 16581 7871911 26 Td 36 BAD 
Los Angeles WO 4k 501800 89 | ee 
NFC 2016 NFL STANDINGS faq 2016 POSTSEASON 
AFC Wild Card Playoff Games 
East W-L Home Road Div. PF PA Fast W-L_Home Road Div. PF PA HOUSTON 27, OAKLAND 14 
Dallas 13-3 7-1 6-2 3-3 421 306 | NewEngland 14-2 6-2 8-0 5-1 441 250 PITTSBURGH 30, MIAMI 12 
NY.Giants 11-5 7-1 4-4 4-2 310 284 | Miami 10-6 6-2 4-4 4-2 363 380 
Washington 8-7-1 4-4 4-3-1 3-3 396 383 Butfalo 1-9 dh 35 1-5 399 378 | NFC Wild Card Playoff Games 
Philadelphia 7-9 6-2 1-7 2-4 367 331 NYJets 5-11 2-6 35 24 275 409 aE i 
North W-L Home Road Div. PF PA North, W-L_Home Road Div. PF PA Be LN 
Green Bay 10-6 6-2 4-4 6-1 432 388 | Pittsburgh 11-5 6-2 5-3 5-1 399 327| AFC Divisional Playoff Games 
Detroit 9-7 6-2 35 3-3 346 368 | Baltimore 8-8 6-2 2-6 2 343 371 NEW ENGLAND 34, HOUSTON 16 
Minnesota 8-8 5-3 3-5 2-4 327 307 | Cincinnati 6-9-1 4-3-1 2-6 3-3. 325 315 PITTSBURGH 18, KANSAS CITY 16 
Chicago 13 35 8 24 29 3H | Ceveand 145 1-7 08 O46 Dh) aL oe. 
| ivisi jayo' ame: 
South Wel Home Road Div. PF PA | South ___W-L_Home Road Div. PF_PA MUANTAGK SERVLET? 
Alanta 11-5 5-3 6-2 5-1 540 406 | Houston 9-7 7-1 2-6 5-1 279 328 GREEN BAY 34, DALLAS 31 
TampaBay 9-7 4-4 5-3 42 354 369 | Tennessee 9-7 5-3 4-4 2-4 381 378 i 
New Orleans 7-9 4-4 35 2-4 469 454 | Indianapolis 8-8 4-4 4-4 3-3 411 392 AFC Championship Game 
Carolina 6-10 4-46 2-6 1-5 369 402 Jacksonville 3-19 2-6 1-7 2-4 318 400 NEW ENGLAND 36, PITTSBURGH 17 
West W-L Home Road Div. PF PA _ West W-L_Home Road Div. PF_PA Ni ionship G: 
Seat W0-5-1 7-1 3-6-1 32-1 354 29 | Kansas Cly 124 6-2 6-2 6-0 389 311 ce Shaaplonenie came 
Arizona 7-8-1 4-3-1 3-5 4-1-1 418 362 | Oakland = 12-4 6-2-2. 3-3 416 385 ? 
los Angeles 4-12 1-7 35 2-6 226 3% | Denver 97 53 44 Lh 933 297 Super Bow! LI 
San Francisco 2-14 1-7 1-7 2-4 309 480 | SanDiego 5-11 3-6 26 1-5 410 423 NEW ENGLAND 34, ATLANTA 28 (07) 
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Peter Brovillet 


NFL SACK LEADERS 


Vic Beasley Jc Robert Ayers 

Von Miller DEN 13.5 ick Fairley 
lovenmoAlecander BUF 125 Fitch Oox 
pan Sie AR 125 at ackson 
Danielle Hunter MN 125 = 
cree # ‘mad Brooks 
Cameron Wake MA SEE 
Erk Walden IND fee 


yan Kerrigan WsH 11.0 Benson Mayowa 
Chandler Jones ARI 11.0 —_dadeveon Clowney 
Nick Pery 6811.0 DeForest Buckner 
Kalil Mack Brandon Graham 
Hien Ordon: Andre Branch 
peta _ Derek Wf 
ee Fak ak ie 
DREW BREES i Mario Adison ae Ogbah 
: james Harrison 
NFL PASSING LEADERS Sree faker ats 
PLAYER TM YOS YPG YPA PCT 1D Trent Murphy Hye Wiliams, 
Urew Brees NO 5208355777037 ‘tiver Vernon Wii 
Matt Ryan ATL 4.944 302.0 9.39.98 a Terrell Suggs Al Clay Matt 
Krk Cousins Ws 497 9738 HOSSCOS Calais Campbell ARL89 Connor Ba 
Aaron Rodgers 8 4M 68 73ST Cats Dunlap iP Gee eeat 
Philip Rivers SD 4386 176 Everson Griffen Michael - 
Matthew taford DET mn 63% Mein kag Ndamukong Suh 
Joe Flacco BAL 4317 —269.8 Co) Gea fat = Jabaal Sheard 
Andrew Luck IND 42607927 as 0 ery Hyder ural Casey 
Carson Palmer ARL_—4233 282.2 ao % Stane Ray Lavonte David 
aL Saar UTites Ce Yannick Ngskoue ony faly _ 
lee Boi ee ee Juls Peppers Timmy Jernigan 
Jameis Winston R490 755.6 Co Brian Robison Beardick McKinney HOU 
EiMaming YG A077 251.7 a % aie ais a aa 
Derek Cat “OK 3997 2625 a 2 JS 
Blake Bortles JK 3905 26k.1 Em ‘Adrian Clayborn ATL 
SamBraiford MIN. 38772585 ns 0 Muhammad Wilkerson __NYJ_ 
Ben Roethlisberger PIT__3819 2728 a StA 
Carson Wentz PHL 3782 7366 ash 
ak Prescott OL 3667 792 = 


aoe ee a 
KC m5 12 11S fo ice SE 
MarcusMarota ‘TEN 342620876 O2.SC‘ SB a 10 DeMareus Ware _ 
TvorSienian ON 340120297095 
Tyod Taylor «BUF 3028 6) 7 NFL INT LEADERS 
fyanTamehil MA 252004771 


BrockOsweiler HOU 2.957 197.1 «SBD AS 
Ayan Fitpatick NYJ_—2710 “1936 «78 


Colin aperick SF 22611068 68 921 Vomiio: Radges- Care 

Case Keenum A 20 1686 Senta Denes 

MattBarkey CH Tat 20017587 

Bian Hoyer CH 1M B72 «670 zens 

Cody Kessler CE 130153371 2 | —_Dre Kirkpatrick _ 

Josh McCown CLE 1,100 6755 Xavier Rhodes _ 5 JanorisJenki 

JaredGof LA .089 53 hb 5 George loka 

Jay Cutler CH 10598775 5 Josh Norman__ 

Blaine Gabbe ——SF_—«9TS~—«NSLD-—=C«SBC 5 

Robert Griffin a6 72D 4 

Bryce Petty a 4 Cle 

Matt Moore mi W03 83-632 = & Shawn Wiliams cn 

Landy Jones Ea ae 4 Micah Hyde,DB 

Jimmy Garoppolo NE «502837 «OB 4 Ryan Shavier_ 

Paxton lynch i578 4 Bashaud Breeland 

Tom Savage wl 183763 4 Daniel Sorensen _ 

Derek Anderson a a 2) 4 Tachary Orr ar 
Foes 0177555 ale 4 TaeWaynes 3 

Jacoby Brissett 13373 6B Tony Lippett 4 Briean Boddy-Calhoun 3 

Matt Casset 70 «5b 588 Thowuas Das Fy 3 

Shaun il ma m7 693 ro 57 a Efe 

Scot Tien 16 720 «5B «622 Darius Butler 3 3 

Drew Stanton ms ADS “ = = = 
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NFL RUSHING LEADERS 


PLAYER TEAM OS _YPG ATT __YPA 
zoel Elitt 163110873? 
JondanHoward _—CH_—-1313_— 87525252 
DeMarco Murray TEN 1,287 BOA 2984 


Jay hay MA 127 Ms 260 
LeVeon Bell PIT 1,268 105.7 26149 
LeSean MeCoy BUF 1,267 457365 
David Johnson ARL_—1239 TA 29842 
LeGarrette Blount NE 16172629739 
Devonta Freeman ATL 109 6720748 
Lamar Miller HOU 1073766 268 
ak Ingram NO 100652205 5.1 
Frank Gore IND 1025 641-2639 
Melvin Gordon SD 997 ~—*767—5k$_— 
Cars Hyde SF 9887407 
tsaiah Cowell CLE ‘952595198 
Spencer Wate KC 92158 7M AS 
Todd Gurley U5 53 7B 2 
Jeremy tll CN 89559238 
Jonathan Stewart CAR 863.4718 
Mat Forté MJ a 518 
Latavus Moray OAK 7885631954 
Terrance West BAL 778A 193 
Bill Powell 1 
Robert Kelley WSH 706469 168A? 


yan Mathews PHL ——661_—«SUB T5543 
Devontae Booker DEN 612,383 17k_— 35 
Rashad Jemings NYG 593456 18133 
Tyrod Taylor BUF 58038795 BT 
Mike Gilistee BUF 57) 85ST 
JacquizeRodgers TB 58056012943 


Tim Hightower NO 8 343133 
erick McKinnon MIN 53935915934 
Tevin Coleman AL 520 400118 


Jalen Richard OK 78D 


EZEKIEL ELLIOTT 
NFL RECEIVING LEADERS 
PLAYER TEAM REC OS YPC _YPG LONG TD 20+ PLAYER TEAM REC YDS YPC _YPG LONG TD 20+ 
TY. Hilton IND 1448159905 uincy Enum WJ) 58 B57 48536 
Juli Janes AIL 031409 17.0 1006 756 Margie Lee WB 13553719 
dell Beckham J WG 101 1367 135854751020 Jamison Crowder WSH 67 87126 829 HTN 
Mike Evans 9 1AM 138 26S Kyle Rudolph MIN 83840 101575 k TT 
‘Antonio Brown PO 10s 128 1215S 2 Cole Beasley tA 75 BLT 
Jordy Nelson 6B 7127 130 76 KD Ashon Jeffery CH 62821158 BAAD 
Brandin Cooks NO 78 1173 1507338815 Tach Et PH 78 «81610558330 
‘Amari Cooper OK 815) 139 721k Dontrelle Inman a | 
Michael Thomas. NO 92 137 124 5B 9B Jordan Matthews PHL 738k 0k BAD 
Jarvis Landry MA 94 11% 12170716 Delanie Walker TN 8012333? 13 
Doug Baldnin SEA 9 11781207059) 7th Steve Smith St BA 7079S 25 
Travis Kelce KC 85 15 132 703k Dez Bryant DA 50796 15961758 
Jolin Edelman NE 98 106 1.3 O17 3 Brandon Marsal N59 788 13482513 
Demaryius Thomas DEN 90 10831206775 5D Ted Ginn J CR 54 757139 70RD 
Golden Tate DT 107 8 3D Devente Parker MA 56746 133496 56 kD # 
Greg Olsen CR 80173134 67178 9 Dennis Pitta BA 7) BS S 
Tell Wiliams SO) 1067 15362179 Kenny Stills MA 4276 173 4 9D a 
Pierre Garcon WsH 79) 0113.2 5170S tric Ebro Of 1 775A) § 
Emmanuel Senders DEN 791052131645 Martellus Bennett NE $5 7112738887 & 
Lary Fitgerald AR 171023969 Jordan Reed WSH 6668610472 < 
Mike Wallace BA 72107161636 5k Sterling Shepard NIG 65 68310542732 5 
Terrelle Pryor St CE 71007 13129 Chris Hogan NE 386801794537) 3 
DeSean Jackson WsH 561,005 1796708019 Travis Benjamin S047 ok SK = 
Michael Crabtree “OAK 891.0033 62786 BO Jason Witten [0 =D = 
Kenny Britt tA 681002 14768 66 SS ae | 2 
Davante Adams B75 997 1333 S760 SSB 5 
‘Adam Thelen MN 6) 967 4D TB M5) 63 Nk = 
AJ. Green CN 66 96h 166 964 KAS HOU 4765135 AY 5 
‘DeAndre Hopkins HOU 78956 12259. STD Coby Fleener NO 80 631126 403 2 
Rishard Matthews TEN 65 M5 KS SPT Adam Humphries Bo 7 13 45 @ 2 7 = 
Kelvin Benjamin CR 6319 SBB BOD LeVeon Bell Pr 75 616 DL? 2 3 
Marvin Jones DT $5 0690 Robert Woods BUF S113 12072 MK 2 
Jimmy Grakam SA 5 2D Gary Barge Ce 8 62) 83 = 
Stefon Diggs MIN 8903-10895 Mb 3D Randall Cobb Bl 629k ra 
Wile Snead NO 72895 124 597 9 4 Ter Boyd CN 546032770 5 
Cameron Meredith CH 66 BBS A SDB Tyler Lockett SA 4176 98D 4 
‘Alen Robinson I 723 8312 Terrance Willams [A 
David Johnson A 05D Ei Rogers Pr 8 SMT 
Brandon LaFell CIN 64 862 125 539 Tyree Hil [Om | a A SD 
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NFL RUSHING LEADERS, CONT’D 


PLAYER ___TEAM YDS __YPG__ATT__YPA_—TD 20 LONG 
Derrick Hemy TEN 490 32.7 045 
Christine Michael GRISEA 469521117 «40 
Colin Kaeperick SF ASB 30069 
DeAndre Washington _ OAK 


Eig 
4 
1 
1 
o 
don 0 
Matt ones Peyton | 1 
TyMontgomery Matthew Stafford DET z 1 
Paul Perkins Jeremy Lanaford “ =7 
Chris ory : Shaun Dravghn SF 0 
Daren Sproles 2 Kenneth Farow 0 
4 Robert Griffin M™ CLE 1 
Dow 3 o 
Alfred Blue_ 1 J 
Natt Aiata = 1 
Nenneth Diao 2 1 
Aaron Rodgers 4 1 
Fe Lacy a 0 
5 i] 
ty 0 
1 = 
= Wb = 
cit ns ral 
3 187 =i 
Marcus Marita 2 a 1 
Rex Burkhead SSE m2 2 
DeAngelo Wiliams PIT 40 o 
Andrew Luck NO Fiat Wes a 
Giovani Bemard CIN 207 1 
Tach Zener DET _ ies. f _ 
Wendell Smallwood PH oe oe) ae 
Charcandck West KC iets o 
Dion Lewis NE 783 Pai 0 
Dak Prescott AL a 1 


2 
Vict 1_i 
‘Anquan Bolin a5 _ 
TackDyle NO Sats LY. HILTON 
Vernon Davis WsH 46583 42 i 
AL 5 h 6 8 TEM 
TAR 36568167 Sitar S= 
Mick Ak 138 a a ND 
CJ. Fiedorwice HOU 8559 wots Ne 
hares Clay UF 872 MT Ne ee oK 
ames White 1 a5 5 WG 
‘Antonio Gates 5B ais oN 2 
iv Et) ae eT Pal 36 
56 a ar A 37 
500 Pal as Fu 
a Moe gh Bil NU 58368 
era ae Jered Cook B77 
M25 DeMarco Maray TN 33377 
uo 8 Theo Riddick Da $3371 
SAA a ed Dein Funchess CR Ban 
—lA_ 8 43 6 Eddie Royal CH 33 9 
A530 rises Nelson Aaholor PH 36465 
[Tam a Ezekiel Eliott DAL 32363 
cH a M65 he Watford ——_ OK 9 
0% #8 7 LeSean Metay BUF BD 386 
wa wean Garett(elek SF 350 
AL & oy mers Chis Thompson ws ug 
MN 82 a a TyMontgomery Bk 8 
Ke 2 (ae ee Russell Shepard BB sit 
NEAR 33 Rose oe a) 
Hou 50 G24 2 
PT 2 ES Dm 
BUF u_3 3 ae 
— uF 8 usieeres aw 
Pal 52 Rusia? Bm 
aL at 3 8 na 
S04 cP ed! 4319 
1 2 “36 Cae} 
Taam) 83 4 I a2 
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The NFL is just a few years away from celebrating its 100th 
anniversary. To get the party started early, we're looking at 
players we believe will be tops at each position during the 
2020 season (positions designated per Associated Press All- 
Pro team). 


(QUARTERBACK: Tom Brady, Patriots 

This selection is as much out of respect as tongue-in-cheek for a 
future Hall of Famer who has said he wants to play until he’s 45 
years old, Although he would be 43 entering the 2020 campaign, 
the possibility of Brady continuing to play at an elite level and 
adding to his collection of five Super Bowl wins can’t be dismissed. 
RUNNING BAGK: Saquon Barkley, Penn State 

No knock on Zeke Elliott or David Johnson, but the rough-and- 
tumble nature of this position stacks the odds against today's 
stars still playing at the same high level in 2020. Enter Barkley, 
the Nittany Lions standout with a 4.33-second 40-yard dash who is 
expected to enter the 2018 NFL Draft. 

WIDE RECEIVERS: Odell Beckham Jr., Giants; Corey Davis, Titans 
By this time, Beckham should be past the maturity issues that are 
the only thing holding him back from true greatness. Davis, the 
all-time FBS leader in receiving yards (5,285) at Western Michigan, 
will continue his success in Tennessee, 

‘TIGHT END: 0.J. Howard, Buccaneers 

Buccaneers head coach Dirk Koetter loves using his tight end. 
That's great news for Howard, who was underutilized at Alabama. 
FLEX: Tyreek Hill, Chiefs 

Chiefs head coach Andy Reid plans to double Hill's offensive work- 
load this season after the fleet wide receiver exploded onto the 
scene in 2016. Hill accounted for 12 touchdowns as a rookie while 
emerging as the NFL's most dangerous returner. 

LEFT TACKLE: Tyron Smith, Cowboys 

One of the NFL's best left tackles in 2017 will be the best in 2020. 
Smith will only be 29 at that time because he entered the league at 
such a young age in 2011. 

LEFT GUARD: Kelechi Osemele, Raiders 

Even in his early 30s, Osemele should still be mowing down op- 
posing defenders. 

CENTER: Travis Frederick, Cowboys 

Acombination of smarts and being an equally adept run and pass 
blocker makes Frederick elite — now and into the future. 

RIGHT GUARD: Zack Martin, Cowboys 

The first offensive lineman in 67 years to make the Associated 
Press All-Pro team as a rookie in 2014 won't be relinquishing that 
spot any time soon. 

RIGHT TAGKLE: Jack Conklin, Titans 

Conklin needed no time to flourish with the Titans, earning All-Pro 
honors as a rookie in 2016. Philadelphia's Lane Johnson is anoth- 
er strong contender, but he may be shifted to left tackle by 2020 to 
replace Jason Peters. 
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EDGE RUSHERS: Joey Bosa, Chargers; Myles Garrett, Browns 
After a slow start because of a rookie contract holdout, Bosa 
caught fire to become 2016 NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year. 
Garrett, selected first overall by Cleveland in this year's draft, has 
all the earmarks of becoming an elite pass rusher. 

INTERIOR LINEMEN: Aaron Donald, Rams; 

Solomon Thomas, 49ers 

Donald will be 29 in 2020 but should still have the same burst that 
gives opposing offensive linemen fits. Thomas, the No. 3 pick by 
San Francisco in this year’s draft, has many of the same physical 
gifts as Donald, only with more size, 

UNEBACKERS: Luke Kuechly, Panthers; 

Kwon Alexander, Buccaneers; Shane Ray, Broncos 

Here's hoping a player who's as fun to watch as Kuechly is still 
going strong despite concussions that forced him to miss nine 
games the past two seasons. Alexander, who turned 23 in August, 
already has 238 career tackles. By 2020, Ray will have grabbed the 
torch from Von Miller as Denver's top sack artist. 
CORNERBACKS: Marcus Peters, Chiefs; Jalen Ramsey, Jaguars 
Peters already has 14 career interceptions at age 24, Ramsey will 
continue flourishing in Jacksonville after leading all rookies in 
2016 with 16 passes defensed. 

‘SAFETIES: Landon Collins, Giants; Keanu Neal, Falcons 

Collins, who will be 26 for the 2020 season, showcased speed 
and football savvy in his breakthrough 2016 campaign. Neal is the 
second coming of Seattle safety Kam Chancellor. 

DEFENSIVE BACK: Jamal Adams, Jets 

The son of a former Giants running back, Adams has such a good 
feel for the game that he can play either safety spot as well as 
cover tight ends and slot receivers. 
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Beckham: Rob Leiter via Getty Images; Ramsey: Harrison McClary/Athton Sports 


You draft a new team every week, so there's no more worrying about 
draft busts or injuries. And you can compete against just your friends, 
all-season long or for as many weeks as you like. Starting a league is 
easy — just pick your sport, invite your friends, and start playing today. 


(ob & 


Just go to FanDuel.com/ATHLONPRO2017 


Void where prohibited. 


BE COMFORTABLE 
IN. YOUR OWN JEANS 


